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AEED UARTERS
Ue S. STRATELLC BOUMBING SURVEY
(OLCIFIC)
LPO Jf‘-w.-"{ir
C/0 & TulL.STER, SeN FRANCISCO

TNTERROGATION NO. 519 PLACE: Tokyo.

| DATE: 13 Decs. 145
Division of Origin: Military Analysis Division, Ground Branch,

Subject: Supply and Defense of Okinawa,
" ‘Personnel intérrbgétéaqéndTﬁaékground'of'each.

Lt. Cols JIN, a ir.staff officer with 32nd Army from March 1945 *to June
1945, carrled on staff and liaison work hetwgen Okinawd ,” Férmosa, and
-”-Japanese'malnland. He graduAtad from Officers. %ralnlnz Schoel, 2nd Lt.

in Oct 1932. Promoted to 1lst Lt. in 1936 he was sent to air school
in Shinashizu. JIN was promoted to Captain:in 1937'while an' officer in
the 5rd Air Reglment. He transflerred to the: 29th Air ¥ing. a8 Division
Air Officer ‘in' 1939, In December of the same year he attended Army
War College where he was promoted.to a Major in' 1940, "In 1941 h%
graduated from war college.and later -in-the same year attended Air
Offlcers Tralnlng School. He bscame Staff (fficer in GHQ from October
1942 until June 1944 when he was attached to the Hg of Frince Higashi
Kuni« In January 1945 he became Air Officer in the 8th- Air Division.
In March of the same year hs was transferred to thé 32nd Army Stationed

at Okinawa and was promoted to Lt. Col, while actlng as Azr Staff & Ln
Officer in the 32nd Army. '

Where intefviéwed:f-:Méiji édiidiné:
Interrogator: I« Cols Bhines
Interpreter: Mr. Harvey Colton.
Allied Officers Present: Lt Bock.
SUMMARY

Lt. Col. JIN, while primarily:interested in Air Liaison work,
had some knowledge of defense and supply @f Okinawa. .In his opinion thé
supply problsm on Okinawa was not thaz cause for the loss of that bass.
He feels that the loss of Japanese,air powsr due to our air: “strikes on"

Formosa ‘and' the Japanase islands causad the 1051ng oP ths base much sodner
than mxpocted.  ‘ ' '

Aﬂthough Japan dld not facl thﬂy could hold Oklnawa tha dsefense
and supplies wers built up for a dalaying action against a p0531ble invasion
of the home islands. Four months supply of ammunition, with the  exciption
of 15 cm shells and land mine fuses, was in the units at the time of our

invasion. An attempt was mads to. furnnsh thess: shortagqs from Formosa but
failad due to our Naval blockada.

.+ All units had sufficient rics and other military supplies to last
until Septembar of 1945; but wars unabla to move tham in their Southernward
retreat dus to our hsavy surface shalling., Disposition of troops, *supply

problem and status of hsavy equipmant is takon up in tho follow1ng quastlons
and answars.
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INTERROGATION NO ..9

“

What was your job in thas 32nd Army?
Air Staff Officer and Liaison Officer in 32nd Army. Carrisd on Liaison

betwzen Okinawa, Formosa and the mainland. Attached to No., 6 Air Army in
July 1945 Fukuoka, Kyushu.

What squipment was on Okinawa?

"Rice from Formosa and ammunition and other suppliss from Kyushu basss,

What was the quantity of suppliss carrisd on Okinawa ?

Ammunition -"One Kaison-bun (4 Months supply). Rice - 6 months supply-
"for all troops.

What was the number of troops as of March 19467
Army troops - 72,000. Naval personnsl - 7,C00 ta 8,000 including
spscial landing troops and guard units.

How ware troops equippad?
Only'shortagGS'wara lb cm shﬁlls and land 'mind fusss, .
‘How'many divisions in the 32nd Army? . - L - % 1)
62nd Division was at Shuri;.24th.Division at south. of 1sland and the
I‘&4th Brlgade on thﬂieast side, The 62nd Livision came: from China.
Word tho troops well trainoed? - ;
" The 62nd was’not- too WG117trained- ‘
Had they avaer sscen combat? . ;
Thay saw soma actlon 1n China but mostly guorrilla warfaru.
‘Was ths 62nd D1v1510n well ﬁqU1pp3d0
Yas. .

&

How much equipment?
62nd had no artillory; 24th Division had thirty hocavwy fisld piscaos.

How about the 44th Brigade?
No artillery.

Did the Naval units havs artillery?
They had some 10 cm piacss.

Whaerz did hoeavy artillery come from or was it thers all tho time?
In March of 1944 tho Navy said thoy had sufficent force to sscure the
island, although in March 1944 army artillsry such as Howitzasrs and 15

| cm's wsre brought 'in ffom.the‘mainland. (ona bn of 15 cm).

How much ammunition was brought in with ths S5 pieces?

~ Onoe Kaissn-bun came with the troops.

What was the gonsral plan of supplylng thesa tr00ps - did you have
largs or small dumps?

'Just erior to ths invasion supplleswaru dlstrlbutad to uqlts.

Did air strikes damags army dumps7
No,

Did any supplies comz from mainland during invasion?
No. | |
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Did they try?
They tried to get 15 cm shells and fuses for land mines but the
Naval blockade stopped shipmments, |

Did this hamper operations?
Yes,

What were the critical shortages that developed during operations?
Shortage of 15 cm ammunition.

How did shortage of 15 cm shells effect fighting ability of troops?
Not much,

How much longer could they have held out if they'd have had. sufficient
supplies? |
Shelling from the Navy caused a large part in inefficlency of the trooms,

How long had they been preparing Okinawa for defense?
In March 1944 supplies arrived and installations were set up in the fall
of the same year,

What was the cause for the fall of Okinawa?
The Air Force played a large part of destroying Japanese alr support.

How long did Japan feel they could hold Okinawa?
It was only used as a delaying action.

Were the Okinawa troops organized the same as other troops?
I do not know.

Did they cut the equipment of troops on the homeland to supply Okinawa?
I do not know,
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HELD ULRTERS
U. S. STRLTELIC BOuBING SURVEY
(PLCIFIC)
LPQ 4234
C/0 JOSTMLSTER, S&N FRANCISCO

TNTERROGATION NO. 519 PLACE: Tokye.

DATEE 13 Dec.,'45
Division of Origin: Military Analysis Divisidn, Ground Branch.

Subject: Supply and Defense of Okinawa,

Personnel interrogated and background of each.,

Lt. Cols JIN, a ir staff officer with 32nd Army from March 1945 to June
1945, carried on staff and li=ison work between Okinawa, Formosa, and
Japanese mainland. He gradudted from Officers Training Schoel, 2nd Lt.
in Oct 1932. Promoted to lst ILt. in 1936 he was sent to air school

in Shinashizu. JIN was promoted to Captain in 1937 while an officer in
the 3rd Air Regiment, He transferred to the 29th Air Wing a§- 1£?$§Qn
Air Officer in' 1939, In Decémber -of.the same year he attended A my
War College where he was promoted to a Major in 1940, 1In lgéﬁﬁhéw 2
graduated from war college and later in the same year attendﬁé&ﬁir*?.;f
Officers Training School. He became Staff Ufficer in GHQ from October
1942 until June 1944 when he was attached to the Hq of Frince Higashi
Kunie. In January 1945 he became Air Officer in the 8th Air Division.
In March of the same year he was transferred to the 32nd Army Stationed
2t Okinawa and was promoted to Lt. Col, while acting as Air Staff & Ln
Officer in the 32nd Army.

Where interviewed: Meiji Building.
Interrogator: Lt, Col. Shine.
Interpreter: Mr. Harvey Colton.

Allied Officers Present: Lt Bock.

SUMMARY

Lt, Ool. JIN, while primarily interested in Air Liaison work,
had some knowledge of defenss and supply of Okinawa. In his opinion the
supply problam on Okinawa was not ths cause for the loss of that base.

He .fsels that the loss of Japanese air powar dus to our air strikes on
Formcsa and fhéfJapanase-islgnds causad the losing of ths bass much sooner
than sxpected, R o R

Although Japan did not f'sel.they could hold Okinawa, the defonse
and supplies wore built up for a dzlaying éctibn“Agaihst:a possible invasion
of the home islands. Four months supply of'aﬁﬁﬁhitibn;;with_théﬂaicéption_
of 15 cm.shells and land mine fuses, was in the units at the tinmé ‘of our
invasion,. Ahﬁattémpt was:ﬁéde”tb-furnish these shortages from Formosa“but

failed due to our Naval blockads. - b

WS sy s
All units had sufficient rics and other military supplies to last
until Septembar of: 1949; but wers unabls to move thsm in their Southernward
retreat dus to our heavy surface shelling.. Disposition.of troops, supply
problem and status of hsavy equipmant is takon up in tho following fuastions

and _answars,
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INTERROGATION NO .‘19
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‘H@W many dl?lSiOnS 1n the 32nd Army?* - | '
.Eand Division was.at ;Shuris 24th Division at aouth of 1sland and the
d4th Brlgade on tha cast. Bldc,. Tho 62nd Livision came firom China.

 Had thay 3var S5 3en combat? s . , - 8
Thay saw soms aotioh in China but mostLy guﬁ“r1lla'warfare.'

What was your job in ths 32nd Army?

Air Staff Officer and Liaison Officer in 32nd Army. Carrizd on Liaison
betwsen Okinawa, Formosa and the malnland. Attached to No. 6 Air Army in
July 1945 Fukuoka Kyushu.,

What squipment was on Okinawa? |
Rice from Formosa and ammunition and other suppliss from Kyushu basss.

What was the guantity of supplics carrisd on Okinawa?
Ammunition - One Kaison-bun (4 Months supply). Rice - 6 months supply

.«for all troops.

What was the numbar of troops as of March 19457

Army troops - 72,000, Naval personnsl - 7,000 to 8,000 including
spscial landing troops and guard units.

How worce troops equippad? s,
Only'shortages W3r 3 15 cm sh 11s and land mind fusss,

%urﬂ tho tr00ps*well tra1n3d7' A » RS
Thu 62nd was not too. wall trained, S B @ e RE

]

.- ﬁas tha 62nd . DlVlSion Wﬂll ?qU1pp3d7 ‘
Y3s. R e ;
How much unlpment?‘

62nd had no artillory; 24th Division had thlrtv hﬁavy fl&ld pluCGS-

How about the 44th Brigads?
No artillery.

Did the Naval units havs artillery?
Theoy had soms 10 cm piscos,

¥hars did hsavy artilloery come from or was it thers all the time?

In March of 1944 tho Navy said they had sufficsnt fores to sscure tho
island, although in March 1944 army artillsry such as Howitzsrs and 15
lcm's'wgre brcught-in from the mainland. (ons bn of 15:c@)a

‘ch much ammunition was brought in with thdud pisaces?
-.Ons Kals=n-bun came with the troops.

What was tho genaral plan of supplying thesa troops - dld you. have
largs or small dumps?

- Just, prior to  the invasion supplies wars distributad-to,units.

Did air strikes damago army dumps ?

Na, i

Dld any supplles comz from mainland during 1nva51on°_
No.
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Qe Did they try?
A. They tried to get 15 cm shells and fuses for land mines but the
Naval blockade stopped shipmments,

Q. Did this hamper operations?

A. Yes.

Q. What were the critical shortages that developed during operations?
A. Shortage of 15 cm ammunition,

Q. How did shortage of 15 cm shells effect fighting ability of troops?
A, Not much. |

¢

How much longer could they have held out if they'd have had sufficient
supplies? ~
. ohelling from the Navy caused a large part in inefficiency of the trooms,

How long had they been preparing Okinawa for defense?
In March 1944 supplies arrived and installations were set up in the fall
of the same year,

>0 b

What was the cause for the fall of Okinawa?
The Air Force played a large part of destroying Japanese air support.

How long did Japan feel they could hold Okinawa?
It was only used as a delaying action.

L

Were the Okinawa troops organized the same as other troops?
I do not know.

Did they cut the equipment of troops on the homeland to supply Okinawa?
I do not know,
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