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Vou. II March, 1915 No. 3

Should Education be Free and Compulsory?
By Teao Syn An (¥ & %) ‘
. Y. M. 0. A. Bvening School, Ska- ghal
(Part of an essay read at gradualidn)

During the last two or three hundred years, whilst other
countries were making brisk and steady steps toward perfecting
every branch of human brain and bodily culture, China has
practically been fast asleep. As to who is responsible for this .
" long repose, it is too generally known to need mention here.

_ If wo wake up now, however, there is yot time to make up

for our lost hours, but we cannot afford to walk slowly. If we
miss a railway train, mothing short of an automobile will -
overtake it, _ c

But the mere establishment of a great number of schools
will not help matters. It is no good your having a bicycle if
you do not.ride it. :

The boy who does not now go to school, cannot go even it
it were next door to his home, simply because his parentis will
not suffer to Jose his help in the house. In the country, the
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. father will not let his boy go to school, becsuse he wants him to

do what he can to help-to gain the livelihood of the family, and
the mother will not, becanse she wants his hand about the
household. in matters which could generally be done by herself,
but which she is either 00 lazy to do, or she is inclined to believe
that the doing of them will make her boy more industrious and
hardworking. Let it here be emphasized that the farm
people form the majority of our population. Many parents
make their sons do the work that moce properly falls to the
servant’s lot, in order that they may save the immediate wages
of a servant, rather than let them go to school to prepare for
‘better days. Modern education, it should be remembered, covers
every lawful branch of human livelihood, whsthor it be the
~-medical profession or the business of the cotton grower, and a
properly educated agriculturist can get more and “better cotton
out of the mow than any of his uneducated confrédres.

It is thus evident that education made universal can
produce wonderful results among our people, biut if We are to
expect any good from such, it must also be meade coMPULSORY.

But who has power strong enough to overcome the plea of
“no money’’? Whether it is genuine or otherwise we cannot
always knoy. If it is not genuine, we have no efficient means
of detecting it. But if it 48 genuine, and in some cases it is
distressingly genuine, then it is only right that sufferers of this
elass should be given the proper assistance. A boy with as
ambitious a heart as that of Abrabam Lincoln may he born
among miserably poor surroundings, and then here in present
China, what chance can he possibly have of realizing his noble
idess, if he is pot given an education equal to his less ambitious
brothers? But he has no money, and so cannot afford a school
life or tobuy books. Now, who can help this class of worthy
poor? And there are also men whe cannot put aside money for
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» tainy day, and are therefore obliged to make iheir little ones
belp earn their daily bread as sarly as physically possible. Who
can help these? No man on earth can do so for any wussful
length of time with his own pockets. Nor will.any regular
Subscription Fund be of much permanent use, because in
contrast to the increase of the calls for help, the support will
almost invariably deteriorate, slowly or rapidly, brought abont
by the low moral standard of most of our city fathers. And it
is important to note that this want of morality is the direct
result of their lzck of education, and incidentally their lack °
- of mora[ teaching, in their young days!

Then not only should our education be compulsory, but our
schools must be GOVERNMENT MAINTAINED and raw., It will
indeed amount to & huge sum, but as the good resalts sure to
follow will more than doubly repay the invesiment by enabling
our people to make better citizens, live happier lives, be of
more service to the Government, and constitute & stronger and
more progressive nation, it is certainly worth what is required
to bring about a start.

e G s
The Duties of Students

_ By_Kow Max Cmw
Xowrie High School

We sare siudents, and we ought to know the Quties of
students. . Student life is the life of preparation and we ought to
well prepare ourselves to be good citizens.

First, we have to lesrn the first principles of virtue.

~ Virtue is an invaluable property. Those who have learning but
. 10 virtue are not perfect persons. We may take examples from
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some heroes of the past as Washington of America and Yao of
China, who indeed reached the perfeetion of virtue and
thereby ruled over their countries successfully. The student
of to-day is the master of to-morrow. We, students, are the
future leaders of China. 1f we desire to be successful leaders,
 the first step towards that direetion is 8. observe the principles
of virtue.

Secondly, we should atudy'the world at large. 1 see most
of the students are only book worms and they are ignorant.of the
affairs of the world. Such kind of students neither benefit
themsalves nor the society in which they move and with such
leaders China can hardly attain the state of prosperity. The

. officials of the Ching Dymasty were generally ignorant of the
world, so China becams weaker and weaker. There was no one
to save the country, though there were many so-called scholars,
and at last the Manchus succumbed. From this we may learn
that mere book knowledge is of no use to the present.

Thirdly, we ought to follow the maxim of our great sage,
‘¢ To review the old and to knowthenew.’’ The oldis the mother
of the new. New theories, new phenomena, new facts are
almost always produced from the old. I admired much the
induetive syetem of Sir Francis Bacon. Modern science rests on
the inductive system, based on » knowledge of facts, which are
the results of the arduous labor of the many thousands of devoted
men who have followed in the footstepe of Bacon. This should
convince us of the benefit of the maxim. |

Fourthly, students: ought not to take part in s.nythmg
which is out of their line.. I have seen ‘'The Duty of
Students’’ as was treated in the *‘Eastern Times.” It was said’
that students must not interfers with anything bat to learn. As

a student, it is better for us to have no public affdirs to divert
our sttention from study.  Now we look back to the American
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history one hundred and eighiy-three years ago. When
Benjamin Franklin established libraries in North America,
reading became fashionable and the inhabitants became better
acquainted with books and betier instructed and more intelligent
than the people of the same class generally are in other
countries. But though we ought not to discuss political affairs
‘we still should keop in touch with the affairs of the world.

Fifthly, students ought 1o always obey their superiors,
because during the time of preparation they have to take in as
much education as possible, Obedience is a viriue. If all
students know how to obey, they will know how to lead.
_ Lastly, students ought to value their time and use it
properly. Time is money and is very important to student life.
It is well said: *‘Dost thou love life, then do not squander
time, for that is the stuff life is made of.’’ It is also a good
- saying that ‘‘Procrastination is the thief of time.”’

From all points of view, how necessary it is that. ut.udents
should perform their duties well!

s R P PR s

The Hangchow Bore
. ByJ.N.Ma
Hlngohow Presbyterian Oollege

_ One afternoon on & ﬁne and cheerful Autumn day when the
sun shone forth with golden brightness, after the clock struck
two, my classmates and I went out to see the coming bore of the
Chen Tan River §% iff II. We no sooner reached the bank of
the river than the wind began to-howl and the waves began to
dance in & most frightful -manner., ' _
When the bore began to rise several foaming waves hke a
flock of sheep tan up to the surface of the waier. After a moment -
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they joined together, forming a long, white line like a silver
thread, about one mile in length, A great thunderous voice
rose up suddenly and as it came nearer and nearer the sound
grew louder and louder. The ships sailing out on the middle
of the river were rearing, plunging and were almost swept
away by waves; and those which weste anchored near the bank
danced up and down in the waler as they rode these large tidal
waves. When the tide ran near to the shore, it spouted into.the
air like & golden mountain, when the sun shone upon it. All
this while the spectators were clapping their hands, and shouting
~with surprise and glee so loudly that one’s ears were almost
deafened, I likewise clapped my bands and shouted as loudly
as the loudest,‘ How beautiful it is! How wonderful it is!” )

Then the magnificent tide and thunderous voice gradually
disappeared. The sun having set, my class-mates and I; arm in
arw, walked slowly homeward, hoping that we might see the
bore again sometime. |

et SR

. Translation Method: How to Express

a Thought in Different Ways
.10

MERELRER AR

(a) A paradise on hearsay, a hell at sight.
(b) Hearsay and eye-witness are two things.
(e} What one sees is quite different from what one hears. _
(d) There is a great difference between what one hears and sees.
{ik] atsight, B
[$1] Thebill is payableatsight. 3% B — 5 & W 4 .
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