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DO YOUR BEST AND BE HAPPY
By EvLsie RosiNson

Yes, I know you *get sick of? trying to do the decent? thing.
Nothing ever seems *to turn out the way you planned.® You
always seem *to let yourself in for* a lot of grief. Sometimes
'you vow,” as you are vowing now, that you’ll *cut it out® and
Just gratify your own selfish whims? without trying *to live up
to® any impossible standards.

Don’t! Don’t * give up!®

Go on trying...Go on trying to do your best. It’s the only
program!® that will pay *in the long run.! | |

“But why should I try to do my best?”’ you say, a little
cross'? at everyone involved, including me. ‘ What will it buy
nie?”’ | |

It may not buy you anything *in terms of!? dollars and cents
in the future life. But it will feed a deeper desire in you than
dollars and cents will ever feed. | |

- It’s a great mistake to think that we do our best simply *for
the sake of'* present praise or future rewards. We don’t. There’s
a far more subtle!® and vital'® reason for it.

~We do qur best, because it feeds certain definite hungers
within our natures.!” We strangely complicated!® human beings
hunger as definitely to be brave and honest, decent and kind—*to
live up to the best within ourselves!'®>—as we ever hunger for food
or thrist for drink.
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These hungers may be obscured! by unhappy circumstances
until they seem almost lost. Yet they nevertheless persist.
Deep within ourselves the desire goes on to reach the tallest
height of which we are capable.

“But that’s just one way of gratifying our pride,” you say.

*What does it matter what we call it,2 as long as it lifts us
out of the gutter?$

And the simple truth is that most of us want to be lifted out
of the gutter. We want rise above our lesser, meaner selves.
We want to be respected and admired by our fellow men and to
do the things for which men are respected and admired.

You are not just trying to do your best so that *St Peter?
will give you a gold star on your deportment® card after the
*resurrection day.® You want to do your best because you need
to do your best right here and now. It is one of the greatest
earthly’ needs 4nd you'll never be content or at peace with
yourself until you gratify it.

So, go on—do your best.

Never mind if the other fellow *lets you down.®2 Never
‘mind if you meet up with *ingratitude or malicious misunder-
standing.® Do your best *at any -rate!® because it’s the thlng
you really want to do.

Do your best because it’s the only thing that is worthy of you
to do and you will never be satisfied with less.

M

L M. 2. IRANERRLCTALENER. 3. BE (N ¥
MGt 4 (BEKAZMEZ—). 5 BT XAREZEE. 6. BHENTE
H. 7. =possible, conceivable. 8. {EfekH. o. EEANREERYY
®/¥. o i | --

The following notice appears over tne box office of a London
movie: '‘ Please pay on leavin ibe show, and then as much as you
like.” The movie has a branch in Scotland which was boycotted for
a long time. Not until the sign was changed did business flourish,
Now it reads: ‘‘Please pay on lea.vmg the show, and then as httle

as you please
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THE GOLDEN LINING
By D H. BARBER
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Old Peter Smith often regretted

the day when he had left his

peaceful lodgings in Islington and
gone to live with his son and his
daughter-in-law, His son was mild
and inoffensive, like himself. He
literally! *could not call his soul
his own.2

-His son ran® a small dry-clea.nmg
business, and old Peter *used to*

help when things were particularly

busy. Not that his daughter-in-
law paid him a penny for the work;
in fact, she was always grumbling®
that his contribution to the house-
hold budget was too small, although
he paid more than it had cost him
to live in his old lodgings, and kept
back only a couple of shillings for
himself out of his pension.®

He often told himself that if only
he could get hold of a. bit of money
he would go off on his own again.
What held th back more tha.n
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anything was the fact that, soon
after he had come to live with his
son, he *had been taken ill,! and to
pay the doctor’s bills? he had had
‘to borrow five pounds from his
daughter-in-law, a debt of which
she was always reminding him.

Peter Smith felt that he would

be disgraced if he went away be-
fore the debt was cleared.

One day Peter was pressing a
jacket® when he felt something in
the lining.4 He dived® his hand down
into the inside pocket and found a
smallslit.8 The “something” in the
lining might be only a tram-ticket,
but, on the other hand, it might
be something interesting. It was
surprising what queer things people
left in their pockets when they
sent their clothes to be cleaned.

Poking? a finger carefully
through the slit, Peter drew out a
pound-note. -

Then he "'sewea up® the hole
again.

“Of course, I must find out
who left the coat,” he told himself,

‘and make sure they get the money
back.” _ |
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- He had never done a dishonest
act in his life, and the idea of
keeping the note did not occur to
him at all.

Ludy was *in charge of' the
“‘receiving department’’, and mark-

ed the garments before they came

down to the ‘“shop.” Peter went
upstairs to hand her the money,

but she was not there. Instead,

pinned to the counter was a note
caying: ‘‘Back in five minutes.”
Peter sat down to wait.
“Morning, Mr Smith!”’ said a
rather loudly dressed man, com-
ing in and putting a parcel on the
counter. Peter recognised him asa
friend of his son’s named Paterson.
“If you want a tip? for to-day,”
said Paterson, lowering his voice,

*«put your shirt on3 *Lonely Boy*

for the 3.30. It'll be at five to one
or better, and it can’t lose. I had
the tip from the jockey® himself.”

Peter Smith never knew what
made him do it, but the impulse
seemed to come from some-
~ thing outside himself. He pulled
the pound-note from his pocket
and passed it to Paterson with a

hand that trembled.
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“Put that on for me, will you?"”
he said.

““With pleasure! " said Paterson,

“But aren’t you going it!”’

~ He went off, leaving Peter sitting
there, shaking like a leaf and per-
‘spiring? freely. He was a criminalt
After going ‘““straight’_ for sixty-
five years, he had stolen a pound-
note and put it on a horse!

Peter was desperately worried_
He would have given anything 'he
possessed to cancel the bet? and
get back the pound-note. What
could he do about it?

He put on his hat and went

round to consult an old friend of
his named Jenkins, upon whose
wisdom he placed great reliance.
Jenkins was a religious sort of

man, being the verger® at a nearby - -
g the Verg | HBSAL RN

church, and as Peter did not know

any persons he somehow felt that

Jenkins would be the next best
thing. He found Jenkins in the
church, polishing some brass.
“I'm worried, Tom,” said Peter.
““I've done a dreadful thing.” And
he told his old friend all about it.
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Jenkins shook his head solemnly.
“I'm surprised at you, Peter,”

he said, ‘“going crooked! at your

time of life. You’'ll have to make
restitution.?  The horse will lose, of
course, they always do, and then

you’ll just have to find out the name

of the person who owned the coat
and gradually save up a pound and
then send it to him anonymously.”

“I'll do it,”" said Peter valiant-
ly. ““Ionly get two bob3a week for -

myself, but I'll do it. It’s the only
way my conscience will be at rest.”

““And if the horse wins,’”” said

Jenkins remorselessly, ‘“don’t

forget the winnings won’t belong -
to you. They will belong to the

man you stole the money from.”

“Of course,” said Peter. “I

wouldn't dream of keeping a single
penny of it.’

Durmg the afternoon, Paterson
came in again, looking very pleased
with himself.

‘“You'll have heard that Lonely
Boy won,” he said, and handed
Peter six crisp® one-pound notes.
Then he hurried away', and Peter
looked at the money in a dazed
sort of way.
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“If they belonged to me,” he
said to himself, I could pay my
debt to Lucy and clear out. But
as they don’t belong to me, I'd
better find out. whose coat it was

and post off the money before it

tempts me any more.”

With a sigh, he climbed the
stairs. -
ly,! as usual.

1 found something in a pocket,”’
explained Peter, “the pocket of a
blue jacket with white stripes, like
that one I used to wear myself
when I first came here.”

Lucy laughed harshly.

“You get more of a doddermg
old fool every day* " she said.
““Fancy not recognising your own
jacket!

suit might as well have a clean as
we are so slack?® just now—""
Only then did Peter remember

losing a pound-note five years be-

fore, soon after he bought the suit.
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Lucy greeted him snappi-
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cupboards, and I thought your old

- PR R RN RN.) M
THER, TREERNEEW

& AEERBRR, RRG

BRLERBKRANY, Bk

PR, PIEMETFERR

T.d

BT — Dk i B
A B I AR s AR At |

FRAEE—PEA R ARE) — B K
76,0 R, T —Ar v
THINLK, BRGTRRIHGE Ewe T
B —H5. ]
| BHERETHAL.

TR —K K E 25511k
HTU SR Trrm, 8y
DA REBIARFT! REHD
— ST, RO
ARt AT A SR — DR g, J%
P R T — .

SRR P SRR AL
B, fBFEEAKTA, BHT
— S,

2. WY, WP, 3. MORAY; ORISR

QUIZ

Will gasoline freeze?

A

. How did *‘Foolscap”

How did “ pay 'throngh the nose” o:igihate?
How did ‘o'clock’ originate?

Does lightning ever strike tw:ce in the same place?
ongmate?

(Please turn to page.19)
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HOW TO KNOW JEWELS

When you see a handsome diamond or an emerald,! how can
vou gauge? its value? Dr W. F. Foshag, distinguished scientist
connected with the world-renowned? gem collection of the National
Museum, Washington, says that *it is fun to know* about jewels
and he explodes a lot of widely accepted precious-stone fallacies’
like the following:

~_ That colored diamonds are virtually worthless compared with
the *clearwhite, transparent varieties;® that an expert can’judge a
gem’s trueness and worth *at a mere glance’ with the *naked
eye 8 that common oysters can make pearls of tremendous value;
that the 'prolong_ed_ contact of a pearl with the human body wilk
bring a ““dead”’ pearl back to life and renew its desired brilliancy;
that certain jewels, notably opals® bring *a long trail of bad
Juck'® and even tragedy to their POSSessors.

“First of all,” explains Doctor Foshag, ‘‘many ot us need a
little elementary information about just *what constitutes jewel
- value.!! This mysterious something varies considerably accordingt‘
to the kind of precious stone; but we generally can define gém
beauty as including, or included in, ‘the factors of rarity, hard-
ness, transparency, color and *play of color.!? .

“The first two factors are importan: in evaluating's all
jewels. Rarity'* almost invariably spells a high market price,
while a gem’s hardness *goes along with!® the essential *quality of
weai_r resistance.’® Transparency!? is vital in judging a colorless

1 WAz fE 3 ERMERY. 4 Wl RN BRAEGRY. 5.
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BE. U AERENEHNE. 1z EPMEN - 13 . 14 B
15 K. SRR 16, BMRARPNHKX. 17 B9



10 CHUNG HWA ENGLISH FORTNIGHTLY

jewel, and color and play of color have *prominent roles! in the
beauty of such deep-tinted gems as the *blue sapphire,2 *ted
ruby® and green emerald.

““But let us examine, one by one, the *“big six"* in the
jewel world, generally accepted in the following order as the most
valuable precious stones:.emei‘ald, diamond, ruby, pearl, sapphire
and opal, and try to determine just why they hold their enviable
distinction. |

““Strange, isn’t it, that the finest type of white diamond,
purest of all the precious stones, is not the most valuable gem?
However, it *rates second only to® the flawless® emerald, which
*without setting or other frill,? sells sometimes for as much as
$6,000 a carat.

‘““Perhaps stranger even than this fact, is the situation that
the emerald, *queen of all stone,® depends for its remarkable
beauty largely *upon certain foreign substances:® a tiny amount
of -chromium!® and probably a little vanadium!'—both rare ele-
ments. However, it is seldom that you will see a flawless
emerald, which fact explains.that gem’s great value. The name
emerald, by the way, is given only to a superfine!? variety of the
lovely stone known as beryl,”® which comes in various shades!
but in this particular case must be of purest possible rich green.’

“Colored!> diamonds are also numerous and they, too, owe
much of their beauty to impurities, including probably a bit of
iron. Which is a reminder of our first common fallacy—*to the
effect that'® colored diamonds *are necessarily not as valuable as
the clear-white varieties.!” - This is far from true.. Indeed, many
pigmented!® diamonds possess all the luster and fire of the best
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transparent kinds, and, besides, they have the added beauty of a
rich color, like emerald-green, ruby-red or sapphire-blue.

- “Such gems, classed as *“fancy stones’’! to distinguish
them from the plain whites, *command highest prices.2 "In fact,
a perfect blue-white diamond will sell for only about $1,000 a
carat while fancy stones of similar size will rate up to $3,000 a
carat,

“On - the other hand, there are considerably more colored
diarhonds which are far inferior to colorless and genuine fancy
varieties. Among these abound? unsightly* pigments like straw-
yellows, flecked® greens and muddy browns, owing their origin
probably fo the inclusion of *foreign mineral materials.®

“Sometimes the *widely heralded’ ‘‘black diamonds’ are
classed as fancy stones, but usually they sell for considerably
less than the pure whites. The characteristic blackness is due no
doubt to clouds of minute® carbon inclusions. There are two
chief kinds of black diamonds. The one is a dense, opaque®
stone, employed widely *for drilling purposes!® because of its
exceptional hardness. Never is it used as a gem but it is indeed
*the hardest stone nature knows."'

- “Like the emerald and fancy diamond, the ruby depends on
impurities for its glorious color—however, such a tiny amount,
probably of the metal chromium, that you can’t.detect it chemi-
cally. The sapphire also owes its color—a lovely - blue—to
foreign matter, such as titanium,'? a rare metal, or possibly a
combination of titanium and chromium.

- “Finest rubies will sell up to $3.000 a carat, while sapphires
srate much less money'® because they are far commoner. Both

1 BEWOWE. 2. AREEHEM. 3. WKW 4 THEEY. R
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the: ruby and sapphire belong to the corundum! .family of
minerals, the corundum, next to the diamond, being the hardest
of all stones.

“Major factors in pearl values are size, shape, orient
(luster}* and color. But giant pearls are so rare that your
ten-grain stone may be worth *several times less® than a twenty-
grain pearl. Perfectly round ones bring prices far greater than
irregularly shaped ones, but a good pearshaped pearl is superior
to all other shapes. Delicate pinks, golden yelldws and blacks
are the most popular” shades.

‘““There’s certainly a great difference in pearl values. A
*striking example* ‘exists in the case of the famous. President
Buchanan pearls, consisting of *a string and two loose drops® of
about the same size, one pear-shaped and the other round. *At a
glance® you’'d probably guess that one of the drops was slightly
more valuable because somewhat brighter: The truth is, the
brighter one, of perfect pear-shape, is valued commercially at
more than the other drop and the entire string put together,
The reason is that you could easily duplicate” the round drop as
well as the string; but luster and symmetrical shape virtually
forbid the duplication of the hlgher-quahty drop.

“Don’t accept the much advertised notion that America’s
common oyster can make pearls of great value. True, the object
derived from our bivalve® is a genuine pearl, but it lacks beauty
and hence has virtually no value. The Yankee oyster makes its
pearl out of the same material it uses to build-its shell—layers
of *carbonate of lime® and conchylin.!®® But to make a precious
stone, it would have to have more iridescent!! fnateria.ls so as to
give the much prized luster.

I.Ax. 2 =pecuhar lustre of pearl of best quality. 3. }...4#%
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‘““Another *foolish fallacy! holds that the prolonged contact
of a pearl with the human body will bring a- ““dead’’ ‘one back to
life. A variation of this fable is that if you don’t wear your pearl
most of the time, *it surely will die2 Now, pearls will lose
their luster, to be sure, but the ‘“death” usually takes between
150 and 200 years. | -

“How these notions originated is quite understandable. A
lady takes a rope of pearls out of its case *after a long interval®
and notices that they are dull-looking.* She puts them aroﬁnd
her neck and apparently they *freshen up’ immediately. The
truth is that contact with the moisture of the skin has brushed

‘away much of the dust *adhering to® the gems; so that naturally
they will become brighter.

“Here's the reason pearls ‘die.” They are made up by
*Mother Natuire? in an entirely “different way from all other
precious gems, consisting of alternate layers of mineral and
animal matter, the former being carbonate of lime and the latter
conchylin (marine-shell material of high iridescence). In conchy-
lin is a consjderable amount of water. *As time goes on,® the
water dries out and the gem loses its luster.

“If your pearls are dull but not entirely ‘dead,” you probably
can freshen them up almost immediately by simply putting them
away, when not in use, between two sheets of *moistened blot-

~ ting paper.? This way of treating them offers enough moisture to
*be effective!® usually for a period of several months.

““Considering the opal, last of the ‘big six’ precious stones,
you find it classified!! as a quartz,'? but differing from that
mineral in that the opal is never crystallized'® and contains a
tiny amount of water. This jewel is comperatively soft and
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therefore virtually unmountable,! but to some extent it makes
up for this deficiency? by a *spectacular play of brilliant colors.3?
Often-times a single opal will exhibit brilliant green, yellow and
red flashes. The finest of these stones will sell for as high as
about $300 a carat.

* Volumes have been written* *to the effect thatS certain
jewels, notably opals, bring a long trail of bad luck and even
tragedy to their -possessors. Of course this is absurd, but there
is *a grain of truth® in the notion, for when a person possesses a
gem of verygreat value he is naturally *in line for the greedy
and cunning devices of rogues’” who may *stop at virtually
nothing® *in an effort to steal the treasnre.”’®
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THE MOST DREADFUL LIARS

A private, anxious to secure leave of absence, sought
his captain with a2 most convincing tale about a sick wife
breaking her heart for his presence.

The officer, familiar with the soldier’s ways, replied:

‘I am afraid you are not telling the truth. I have just
received a letter from your wife urging me not to let you
come home because you get drunk, and mistreat her shame-
fully.” |

The private saluted and started to leave the room. He
paused at the door, asking: * Sir, may I speak to you, not as
an officer, but as man to man?”

“Yes what is it?”’

“You and I are two of the most dreadful liars the Lord
ever made. I'm not married at all.”
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A GLOSSARY OF FAULTY DICTION

K

Kind of.—(1) Should not modify adjectives or verbs. I am rather
(not kind of) interested in this. He was somewhat (not kind of)
lean. She partly suspected (not She kind of suspected) what was
going on. (2) When using with a noun, do not follow by a.
Say, That kind of man, not That kind of a man.

L
Lady.——Use as a term of respect, parallel with gentleman. ' Do not
use it unless you desire to express courtesy. For most occasions
Woman is better: The Queen of England is an admirable woman.

Lady friend.—Not in good usage as Gentleman friend.
Lengthways.—Lengthwise is preferable.

Like.—Do not use this verb for be safisfied without an objection:
How do they like?  Like for as if is also incorrect: You look
like you were tired. But it is correct to say it looks like rain.
It looks as if it were going to rain.

Like to.—Wrong for almost: T almost (not like to) fell downstairs. |

Listen.—Well-bred persons do not use either listen or say to call'
attention to the fact that they are about to speak

Literally —Do not use where you plainly do not mean it, asin
the sentence: I was lferally tickled to death. In the desire
for emphasis, lterally is sometimes used for its exact opposite,

~ figuratively. Say almost. )

Loeate.—Do not use it for settle or establish oneself: Where do
you live (not Where are you located)? I cannot find (not locate)

- that paper. Where is your house (located is unnecessary)?

Look.—Do not use ¢ as the direct object of look: Look at it

(not look it). But do not use af before here: Look here (not'
Look at here). ' |
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Lose out.—Not to be used in formal writing. Say lose.

Lot, lots, a whole lot.—Do not use loosely to mean much or many
~or a great deal, or as a noun meaning abundance.

Materialized.—Do not use it for appear or come: We expected my
brother to-day but he did not come (not materialize).

Midst.—In our midst is stiff and old-fashioned, as well as amusing;
with us or among us is simpler and better: We have with us
{not in our midst) to-day a traveller from Java. You can also
say in the mudst of us. |

Might of.—A vulgarism for might have.

Most.—Do not use it for almost: Almost (not most) all.

Myself.—Intensive or reflexive; do not use it when the simple

personal pronoun would suffice. I saw them myself. My wife
and I (not myself) shall be glad to come.

Neith_er_.———Used w1th nor, and not with or. Cf. Either...or

New.—Do not use new with ahy word that contains the idea
“begin’’: I am a (not a new) beginner in music.

Nice.—Means delicate or precise. Nice is used in a loose colloquial
way to indicate general approval, but should not be so used in
formal writing. We had a pleasant (not nice) time. A nice
distinction between apparent synonyms is one mark of the
stylist. He displayed nice judgment.

Nohow. Ungrammatical for not at ali.

Nor.—Used to strengthen the second alternative. ‘‘I am not
going mor planning to go,” is more emphatic than “I am not
going or planning to go.” |

Nothing doing.—Cheap slang.

Nowhere near.—Vulgar for not nearly, or far from, or by no means:
There were not nearly (not nowhere near) fifty people in the
room. The sale was by no means (not nowhere near) what was
- expected.

Nowheres —-—-Wrong for Nowhere.
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FIELDS

It is surprising how many kinds of fields there are. We speak
of *magnetic and electric fields,! of *fields of operations,? of
*hunting fields,? goldfields,* icefields,’ coalfields.® and battlefields,’
but the best of all are the *green fields.®

It is of them we are thinking now, the fields that we all love.
English meadows®? and *grazing fields'® are green all the year
round. Even winter *does not rob them of their beauty,!! and
in summer they are *decked with!? white, where the daisies!s
*gleam like stars'* in the grass.

Even the bare fields are beautiful, with their long, straight
furrows!® across the brown seil. In-early spring there are few
scenes, *putting us in mind of!® the fields in *John Masefield’s
county!? where often we may see.

*0ld Callow'® _af the *iask of God,'®
Helped by man's wit, helped by the brute,?°
Turning a stubborn clay to fruit.

His? eyes *for ever?? on some sign,?

To help him plough a perfect line.

Early summer clothes?* the fields of spring corn in soft
emerald,®® and when autumn comes we look out over fields of
*golden grain,® the *rippling wheat,?” the *bearded barley,?® the
*hodding cats,?® thinking perhaps of Chaucer,% who once said that
the old fields never fail to bring new crops. It is in the fields

1. @R (OB RZEN) REB (RAEAFHRZEN). 2. BRZA.
3. BBIE. 4 ELAUEM. 5. VKK 6. m. 7. MiE. 8. iy ol
. o i 1o HAFNEMEMN BEP 1L BEFREREMNK 12 %
%. 13 8% 14 MER-RELLL. 15 ¥R 16 HRAPME. 17 N
RiEMTHOR.  (NRBRARABUEERA ER-FAT-LHASL. HINRE
e, ARMANEE LEA 06 field 5). 18, EMME. 10. WM. 20.
P, 2n. B 22, k. 23 BB 24 8. 25. X BRIRA.
26. KaubEm. 27. EMNOHE. 28 EMWAE. 20 EPNEE. 0.
&%, % Geofirey (1340-1400) EMIFA. | o | |
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that the narvesters! work in the hot sunshine. It is from the
fields that the grain is gathered into barns? before winter comes,
Kings have walked in gardens and rich men have owned
their parks, but the fields have been the poor man’s paradise
*from time immemorial® If fields are prisons, asks *Robert
Bloomfield,* where is liberty?
~ London preserves the name of Lincoln’s Inn Fields, cherish-
ing the memory of the time when the country was nearer the
heart of the city. Wordsworth® loved to look back to the time
when meadow, grove,® and stream to him did seem *apparelled
in celestial light.”

I WRE. 2 BRE. 3 REHLK. 4. XBFHA (17661823, KREE
WM, hEBSLF LA field 5). 5. WA (1770-1850) & William.
6. 3. 7. ﬁ-ﬁi?ﬁ.ﬁﬁ]ﬁﬁ-

P
L

.NEVER ASK A WOMAN TO MEND ANYTHING

The younger man had been complaining that he could
not get his wife to mend his clothes.

*“I asked her to sew a button on this vest last night, and
she hasn’t touched it,” .he said:.. At this the older man as-
sumed the air of a patriarch. |
| ‘““Never ask a woman to mend anything,” he said. ““You
haven’t been married very long, and I think I can give you
some serviceable suggestions. When I want shirt mended I
take it to my wife, flourish it around a little and say,
‘Where's that ragbag?’

‘“‘What do you want of the rag-bag?’ asks my wife.
Her suspicions are roused at once.

‘I want to throw this shirt away; it’s worn out,” I say,
w th a few more flourishes. |

‘“‘Let me see that shirt,’” my wife says then. ‘Now,
John, hand it to me at once.”

*Of course, I pass if over, and she examines it. ‘Why,
John, Taylor,” she is:sure to say, ‘I never knew such extrava-
gance! - This is a perfectly good shirt. All it needs is—’
And then she mends it,” : '
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ANSWERS TO QUIZ on page 8

To pay through the nose, meaning ' to pay a fancy price for a thing,™
‘“to pay more than it is worth” or ‘‘to get stung,” is of uncertain
origin. The earliest known use of the phrase in English ts dated 1672.
There is a legend that in the ninth century the Danes imposed a head
tax in lieland resembling the modern™poll tax. It was called the “*nose
tax’ because those who neglected to pay it were punished by having
the nose slit. Paying through the nose may have been suggested by this.
penalty. Some authorities suppose the phrase was originally a face-
tious allusion of the phrase to-the similarity of rhino, an old slang term
for money, to Greek rhinos (** nose”’).

The original form of this texm was of the clock, of which o’clock is a
contraction. It means by or according to the clock. The from o’clock
‘began to appear first in the eighteenth century. In Chaucer’s time of
the clock was used. Later the in the phrase was elided and of was
frequently slurred into a. Chaucer said tem of the clokke, while many
wiiters of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries said fen of clock or
ten a clock. Clock originally signified bell, and the modern meaning is.
a survival of the period when all mechanical timepieces sounded the
hours by bells.

Gasoline, according to the United States Bureau of Standards, has no
definite freezing point. It slowly stiffens up like wax at temperatures
much lower than those commonly encountered in the Arctic, and as

the temperature is lowered it gradually becomes mo:e and more viscous.
until 11: is a solid mass. The temperature at which ordinary gasoliné
solidifies ranges from 180 to '240 degrees Fahrenheit below zero. Gaso-
line containing benzol will solidify at higher temperatures in propoition
to the percentage of benzol. Kerosene freezes at temperatures of 70:
-degrees or more below zero Fahrenheit. -Admiral Richard E. Byrd
reported that kerosene stored at Little America in the Antarctic froze
solid in July when the temperature was 71 degrees below zero. Gaso-
line and kerosene are both derived from crude petroleum. The chief
difference in the two liquids is in the temperature at which they boil
and fieeze. Gasoline boils off first and is the more explosive. The
temperature must then be raised comsiderably before the kerosene
boils off.
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There is a popular notion that lightning never strikes in the same
place more than once. When lightning does strike more than once in
the same place the event is generally reported as remarkable because
of the proverbial saying. As a matter of fact lightning has been
known to strike the same building several times during a single electri-
cal storm. Trees, steeples, chimneys and other tail ‘objects and
structures in elevated and exposed locations are likely to be struck by
lightning regardless of the number of times they have been struck in
the past. Of course, according to the law of probability it is not likely
that lightning will strike again in exactly the same place under ordi-
nary circumstances.

There are several theories as to how a certain kind of paper came to
be called foolscap. The most probable theory 1s that the paper was so
called from the watermaik consisting of a fool’s cap and bells that was
used by early paper makers. According to an oft-repeated story,
Oliver Cromwell substituted this watermark in place of the royal arms
granted by Charles 1 to manufacturers of certain kinds of paper.
When the Rump Parliament reconvened the fool’s cap and bells as a
watermark was abolished, but paper the size of the Parliamentary
Journal—fourteen by seventeen inches--has been called foolscap eve:
since. Still another story accounts for the name as follows: Cromwell
used the stamp of liberty of bis stationary and after the Restoration
some of the paper was brought to Charles II. The King examined the
paper very carefully and observed: <‘‘Take it away; I have nothing
to do with a fool’s cap and bells as a watermark was made as early as
1540, because letters written on such paper during that year are still
extant.  Some authorities believe that this watermark goes back as
early as the thirteenth century, long before the invention of prmtmg
The dunce’s cap, a pgper cap used as a penalty in schools for poor
lessons or bad behavior, was probably suggested by the name already
given to foolscap, rather than this practlce having suggested the name.
It may be that foolscap is a corruption of the Italian foglio capo,
‘meaning a chief or full-sized sheet of paper. That such paper was
once associated in the English mind with Italy is shown by the fact
that a statute of Qu_e_en_ Anne refers to it as Genmoa foa!scap: The
standard size of foolscap printing paper is 134 by 17 inches; aﬁd of
foolscap writing paper, 13} by 164 inches.
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‘Hu Kuo-kwang was startled

»when he saw the report, and seem-

ed to see a blotch-head embracing
Chin Feng-chieh; he could not help
being angry at this so he said to
himself: ‘ This is simply a rebel-
lion!” But another explanation
came to his mind, which made him
think of somethitig which had hap-
pened a few days ago when he went
home at dead of night after playing
cards with his friends, and found
Chin Feng-chieh with  disturb-
ed hair, flushed face, and out of
breath as she came to open the
door for him after he had knocked
for a long time. Later on he also
discovered a handkerchief used by
his own son on the bed. He was
then suspicious and thought of the
attitude of Wang Jung-chang when
he said:' “That’s not manners!”
shaking his head at the same time.

Ho Kuo-kwang also thought of the

improper behaviour of his own son
and the suspicious points of Chin

- Feng-chieh’s conduct. He had
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already made out to some extent
what it was, but failed to think
out a measure satisfactory to both

~ sides, so that he had to leave it.

But now his chance had come; he
would willingly spare -one openly
and get two in the dark. And
moreover, it should have been more
than two. There were plenty of
young and beautiful widows and
concubines in the town.

It reminded him, too, that Shih
Chiin approved his proposal greatly

- at the station the other day. So

he believed firmly that it would be
advantageous to both sides the
public and the private, if he should

‘copy what the farmers did in the

south country to confiscate all the
surplus and unmarried women and
put them to the public. On the
public side, he could win fame for

‘his thoroughness in doing public

service and on the private side he
could take the best to satisfy his
own desires. Fang Lo-lan and the
others had not yet thought of this
and it was his individual merit to
found the special achievement. .

+ It was true that the other mem-

bers of the committee, unlike Hu

Kuo-kwang, did not gain great
profit from the disturbance but, at
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most, enriched their gossip when
they heard of it. Even Fang Lo-
lan had only said these few words

. to Miss Chang, the head of the

women’s department: ‘I wonder
if the women’s department has any
opinion about this incident that
happened in the south country?
Is it to be suppressed or encour-
aged? "

“That’s the farmers’ mass
movement. And the women who
suffered did not bring any accusa-
tions. I think we had better let it
be,” replied Miss Chang coldly. She
was busy preparing the women’s
féte on April the eighth. So the

“incident had been slipped away by

the people without paying much
attention to it through busyness
and neglect. A few days later
nobody in the headquaters of the
party spoke about it except Hu
Kuo-kwang, who was preparing in

‘secret.

But in the quiet streets of the
town this became gradually the
centre of a new wave. The idlers
had already talked at large in the
tea houses and restaurants of how
to put wives to the public, calculat-

- ing how many concubines, widows,

nuns and chambermaids there were
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in the city. They even discussed

whether the unengaged girls should
‘also be given to the public by

drawing lots. This town talk ran
like wildfire and soon spread in all
quarters of the city, and finally it
was known to Lu San-tieh who was
retired in his garden from active.

He was informed especially by

Chien Hsiieh-chiu who was, as a
matter of course, anxious about
Lu Mu-yun, Lu San-tieh’s daughter.

““The incident in the south coun-
try is quite true and the rumours
here in town are threatening. 1
think it is advisable for you to take
precautions,” said Chien Hsiieh-
chiu before he went away quickly.
It seemed he did stay long for he
was afraid he would disturb Lu
San-tieh’s consultation with his
daughter. Lu San-tieh, though he

‘was generally optimistic, was now

rather anxious, so that he soon
went in and repeated what Chien
Hsiieh-chiu said to his daughter,

. **Mr Chien’s advice is not to

live in a dangerous country and
that we had better go away. But
where shall we go, as everywhere
isalmost the same? And moreover,

our inheriance is all at this place

and it is not easy to go away.”



h OB X B £ A # 2s

CURRENT ENGLISH SLANG WITH

ILLUSTRATIONS
B & B & & &
L—(#%)
Let off steam; To: to relieve one’s suppressed feelings. - BH#.0s

HIHi.
“I know you have a just cause to be mad at him. Just let off
steam and you’ll be all right.”
- Past AR L AR, R TR R, (RERE- T .
Lift a finger; To: to make little effort. —®&FZ55,
“I wouldn’t lift a finger to help him. It’s all his fault and he
knows it.” -
TRty dRE2LRESE, tHESHH.
Lines; to read hketween the: to discern’ a writer's concealed
meaning. §X5MZTT; BTSN,
“I can read between the line’s that he is not interested in what we
are attempting to do.”
AT LB AL E R SRR T, A AR 7SR,
Lion's share; The: the greater part. A#B5.
“The lion’s share of the profit will go to the directors.”
TS A AR B Y.
Lip: impertinent. (hence: to give lip) Ri5&i8.
“None of your lip, young fellow. You don’t know anything
about this, and;besides it’s none of your business,” |
FRA, (FRELTEAREN. GHVAERSAE, AR,
Syn: to have the cheek. |
Lip serwice: respect shown by words, real feelings different. 02
MEAE,; ok | |
He is rather eloquent about his being loyal to the firm, bl*t
that’s all lsp service.” o o
1 O R AL T 2 FIEC, WAL BE R
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Lip; To carry (or keep) a stiff upper : to bear misfortune cour-
ageously, or to be stubborn. RMNESE; FETRD.
“Everything seems to go against him, but he always keeps a stiff
upper lip. He certainly has my respects.”
— G AF, HAREEAES. BRI M.

Livered; White: cowardly, timid, mild in dlsposmon .34 s 3: 0k

ﬁiﬁiﬁﬁlﬂ“l
““That boy is too white livered to be any use to me.’

FBTFRIET, B EH.
Syn: lily-livered, pigeon-livered, milk-livered.

Loggerheads; to be at: to quarrel or disagree with each other.
ASF. |
“Those two fellows would be at loggerheads with each other before
they are together in a room five minutes.”

WA ARE—EAFIEIE, SRR,

Long-winded ; To be: to be lengthy in speech. RFFTE.
“He’s so long-winded that I detest ta.lkmg to him.”

HRIETCE, B LR ERvaRaE.

Look out; That’s your: your affair. {FEE.CHE.
“That’s your look out! It’s nothing to do with me.”

HRAFBERETIR!  RRERB .

Loose end; At a: nothing particular to do. EPTHE.

“Please drop in;next-Sunday afternoon as I shall be at.a loose
end.” | . | |

WA TEMX TR, ABREHH.

Low water; In: low in funds. #=pERE.

“I'm afraid I can’t take that out of your hands just at presert
as I'm ¢n low water.”

MﬁET#ﬁﬁlflmﬁm RBHRMIARFHE.

'Imcky stars; To thank one’s: to be very thankful for one's

fortune. MBK{; BMBEE.
“Thank my ucky stars, 1 had vacated the bmldmg only a

~ minute before it caved in”

WEKADN, R T MUK, ERME LT
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THE USAGE OF PREPOSITIONS
By H. Saro

II. “For’ oF PURPOSE

(5) - ““For what purpose®”

| What do you go to schdol for?—In order to learn

The word purpose is usually preceded by for :—

Mr Chang once wanted his portrait painted, and engaged an

‘artist for the purpose. |

For educational purposes; for military purposes, etc.

The phrase “For what purpose?” is usually contracted into
“What for?”
 What is that for?

What is this room for?

What is that hole in the door for?

What do you want such a big sum for?

‘What did you buy this large box for?

What did you go there for?

Compare :—
For what purpose did he go abroad?
{ What did he go abroad for?
He went abroad for the purpose of studying law.
{ He went abroad in order to study law;
Note 1:—The word purpose may be preceded by the prepositions
on and fo, but with different meanings. |
' He must have done this on purpose.
* He always does such things on purpese to annoy me.
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I tried to persuade him, but all to no purpose.
If T succeed in this undertaking, I shall have been born to
Some purpose.
Note 2:—The synonymous words intention and view are preceded
by the preposition with.

Iddtqwiththeviewo! | trouble.
141t | with the intention of ; S2¥IN§ You trouble.

He works hard with g view to gaining scholarship.

Compare -
| for that purpose.
I have sent for you { with that intention (o~ objeet).

fo that end.

Notes 3:—Besides the word purpose the prep051t10n for is used
with the words sake, good, benefit, etc.

(6) ¢For whose sake?”

Spare the poor fellow for my sake. ,

“‘For one’s sake’”’ means ‘‘out of regard for one.”
I help the boy for the sake of his father, who is an old friend
of mine,
Jdiomatie Phrases:— S
(a) For aequaintanee’ sake:—We will make a night of it for
7 old acquaintance’ sake.
() For old sake’s sake:—He is hot what he used to be but
I keep him for old sake's sake. -
(c) For auld lang sine—for old acquaintance’ sake.
‘The phrase “‘for God's sake” or “‘for Heaven's sake” are used
in the language of earnest entreaty. Such phrases as “forw s
sake,” “for goodness’ sake,” etc., are substituted to avoid pro-

fanation.
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For Heaven’s sake, spare the poor fellow.
Don’t, for merey’s sake, suffer yourself to be carried away by
any sudden impulse.

By analogy the word sake comes to be used to denote pur-
pose with Abstract Nouns in the Possessive Form.

The examination is gone through for form’s sake.

1 had no appetite, but I pretended to eat for appearanee’
sake. |

People who obtain wealth by ill means, spend it in charity
for conscience’ sake. |

We have retained the name “potential’” for eonvenienee’
sake. | - | |

Wars he waged, indeed, but he did not make war for war’s
sake.

To follow virtue for virtue’s sake.—Pope.

Thus it is that the phrases “for the sake of "’ comes to be
used in place of the phrase “for the purpose of  with Abstract
Nouns:— | | |

The article is often omitted for the sake of brevity.

Many people commit crimes for the sake of gain.

Some seek for wealth for the sake of power.

He loves money for its own sake.

The Preposition For i is used by itself in the sense of “for tne
sake of in some idiomatic phrases.

( a) For ltself:—He loves labour for stself (for sts own sa.ke)

(b) For good:—He has come home for good (and all).

(c) For better or for worse:—They chose to take each other_

 for better or for worse.
(d) For the best:—Everything is for the best.
(e)- For pleasure:—I read for pleasure.
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(f) For eftect:—Everything he does is done for effect.
(g) For sale:—Are these picture for sale?
- Eic. etc.,
Compare the following phrases:—
(a) “Are you going to Kybto for pleasure?

(b) No, I am going.there on business.

The Prep051t10n For is further used in the sense of “for the
sake of’ in such expressions as ‘“fo dse or fight for one’s couniry.”

He fell fighting for his country

It is sweet to die for one’s fatherland.

He works for his wife and children.

Dogs are ehosen for scent and speed.

The Preposition For is also used in the sense of ‘‘for the sake
of "’ after the verbs fo love, like, etc.
I like Blackie, not for his style, but !or his sense.
She loves him for himself, and not from any mercenary
consideration.

(To be continued)

A MISTAKE ON BOTH SIDES

An old gentleman on board one of the numerous steamers
which ply between Holyhead and the Irish coast missed his
handherchief, and accused a soldier standing-by his side of
stealing-it, which the soldier, an Irishman, denied, some few
minutes afterward the gentleman found the missing article
in his hat; he was then most profuse in his apologies to the
soldier.

*Not another word,” said Pa.t “it was a mistake on both

_mdeo—-you took me for a theft, and I took you ior a gentle-
man,”’
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- WORLD AFFAIRS |
Conterence Of Foreign Ministers Adjourn In Furious Deadlock

*The Big Four Forelgn Ministers Conference! adjourned? inde-
fimtely on December 15 in an angry deadlock® which left the
United States and Russia to wage* a *showdown diplomatic
ﬁghts *on the success or failure of the Ma.rshall European recovery
plan.®

It was the first time that the Big Four despite all their
disagreements, had adjourned a conference without *setting a
date? for their next meeting since their first conference held here
in London in September, 1945.

- Marshall put squarely® on Russia the responsibility for the
meet’s utter failure:

He *gave a detailed review® of the disagreements of the
foreign ministers because of *Molotov’s attitude!® on.problem
after problem—*German frontiers, reparations, economic unity.!!

“Three delegations at the conference have registered their
willingness to take these decisions here and now,” Marshalll?
said. *“The Soviet Union'® alone refuses to agree. *In view
of* these facts, it seems impossible at this time to make practical
progress. Therefore, I reluctantly conclude that no usefal pur-
pose would be served by a debate on other points of our agenda!®
and I suggest that the Council of Foreign Ministers now consider
adjournment of this session.”

Big Three To Talk Over New Setup

The adjournment of the Foreign Ministers Conference in.
London will be followed by a meeting of *the three Powers!®¥—
Britain, France and the United States—to consider steps!? to
meet!8 the new world diplomatic setup'® now created, official
quarters of Wa.shmgton expected on the mght of Deoernber 15.
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These new conversations were likely, however, *to cover a
wide field,! and might include" the negotiation of a three-Power
treaty for guaranteeing the disarmament? of Germany along the
lines suggested by *the former Secretary of State, James F.
Byrnes® |

Feng Yu-hsiang Criticizes Generalissimo

*General Feng Yu-hsiang* charged® on December 13 that
*Chiang Kai-shek® did not wish to return peace and order to
China ‘*because he wished to perpetuate’ his dictatorship.”

Feng told a news conference that “*There must be no more
foreign aid to Chiang. The only way to help China is to halt8
such aid immediately.”’ -

Feng proposed that the United States take three steps to
implement® Chinese democracy:

(1) It should cease shipping arms or money to Chiang.

(2) The United States should *issue an official statement!®
informing the Chinese that no more United States arms or money
are to be used in the civil war.

(3) He suggested that General Marshall or his personal rep-
resentative should visit China where be would call a provisional!!
meeting of *democratic elements!? to *set up!® a new Government,
He said that such a meeting should be held preferably in the
southern territories controlled by *General Li Chi-sen!4 to avoid
Kuomintang interference.

Feng urged that any American who wished to send money
to China should address it to *Madame Sun-Yat-sen.!®> He said,
“In this way they would get one hundred per cent efficiency in
the use of their money for the benefit of the Chinese people.”

Control Yuan To Diseuss Case Of Gen. Feng Yu-hsiang

*The Control Yuan!® will shortly!? express its views regarding
General Feng Yu-hsiang’s utterances!® recently made in the United
States opposing Americail aid to China, it was reliably learned
here in Nanking.
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ve recalled! that General Feng was sent to the United
n inspection tour of water conservancy installation.?

islative Yuan Declares Postal Increases Void

a *heated discussion® at the meeting of *the Legislative

dered void.”

11 December 13, it was finally announced that the ificrease
stal rates® *put in effect® since December 11 will be consi-

The Control Yuan recently censured® the motion of increas-

ing postal rates by *the Executive Yuan® on December 11, which
according to the Control Yuan, has no *legal right!® to readjust}!
postal rates without the confirmation'? of the Legislative Yuan
although it was empowered!? to do so by *the State Council.!*
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