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“Thirdly, we contemplate the abolition of early.



( > )

or premature marriages. There has always been &
large amount of uncertainty and doubt in the public
mind as to the minimum marriageable age of Native
girls. Reference was therefcre made a few months
ago to the leading medical authorities im Calcutta,
and what is the result 7 It has been whit we had anti-
cipated. The medieal authorities in Culcutta almost
unanimously declare, that sixteen is the minimum ma-
riageable age of girls in this country. Dr. Charles
makes a valuable suggestion ; he holds that fourteen,
being the commencement of adolescence, may for the
present be regarded as the minimum age at which Na-
tive girls may be allowed to marry, and may serve as
a starting point for reform in this direction. In con-
formity with his suggestion dnd the opinions given by
the other referees, we have come to the conclusion
that, for the present at least, it would be expedient to
follow the provision in the Bill which makes fourteen
the minimum marriageable age of girls in this
eountry, leaving it in the hands of time to develope
this reform slowly and gradually into maturity and
fulness. Thus you see, gentlemen, that these
marriage reforms are not directed exclusively against
idolatry and caste, buf are directed against the very
root as well as the branches and fruits of that tree of
coriuption, which has for centuries caused many a
man-and woman in this country to suffer physically,
intellectually, morally and spiritually. (Applause.)
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It is evident that a reformed system of marriage
which will enable us to get rid of all our injurious
and inunoral customs is a desideratug, which, every

one will allow, a really intelligent and liberal Govern-
ment ought to enable us to secure.” g

Town Hall Lecture 30th Sept. 1871.
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