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The subject you propose for a national epie [ fA:5# fagy ]lis
good—very good indeed. Bubt I don't think I have as yet
aequired a sufficiont mastery over the “Art of poetry” to do it
justice. So you must wait a few years more. In the meantime,
1 am going to celebrate the death of my favourite Indrajit. Do
not be frightened, my dear follow, I won't trouble my readors
with vira ras (933). Let me write n fow Epiclings and thus
aoquire a pucco fist....

I enclose the opening invoeation of my “C(RIAT#"—you must
tell me what you think of it. A friend here, a good judge of
poatry, has pronounced it magnificent,—*TIA-5AT’, o, ©33-39,
Y |
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I am going on with Meghanad by fits and starts. Perhaps
the poem will be finished by the end of the year. Iam glad you
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like the opening lines. I must toll you, my dear fellow, that
though, as a jolly Christian youth, I don’t care a pin’s head for
Hinduism, I love the grand mythology of our ancestors. It ig
full of postry. A fellow with an inventive head can manufacturg
the most beautiful things out of it.— ‘FIA-6RS, 4, v |

38 GAIE WA fafdatrgs—

I have nearly dono one-half of the Seecond Book of Meghanad.
You shall see it in due time. It is not that I am moro indus-
trious than my neighbours ; I am at times as lazy a dog as over
walked on two legs ; hut T have fits of enthusiasm that come on
me, occasionally, and then I go like tho mountain-torrent !...

...Jlet me hear what favour tho glorious son of Ravana finds
in your eyes. Ile was a noble [ellow, and, hut for that scoundrel
Bivishan, would have kicked tho monkey-ariny into the sca. DBy
the bye, il the fathor of our Pootry had given Ram human
companions I could have mado a regular Iliad of the death of
Meghanad. As it is, you must not expoet any battle scenes.
A great pity I—&IT-6[S, 4. was-¢ |
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I am so happy you like my Meghanad. I mean to extend i
to 9 7fs. I have finished the second, and as soon as I can g9
a copy made, you shall have it. I hope the second Book wil
enchant you ! The name is “3¥t),” but I have turned out onf
gyllable. To my ears this word is not half so musical as il
and I don't know why I should bother myself about Sanskri
rules.—‘FIF-5{4’, 7. 0oy |

AFAACT fAf¥e 337 A7 Sifad-3@ 27 yrvy ABH

35 TINBA | T (FAIBH AFAGIIE RN oAt ‘et
3¢ 541 @ A AqLg fofa fafagtifeream :—



CNRATMAY F1y 3 gl /o

swvo ABNTHAT S (AT
...But I must first finish my Meghanada. That will take
me some months.—‘FIA-5(4F’, 7. svir |

Wy ABMCHA SO HFaifa
The first five books of Meghanada are ready ; you shall have
your copy as soon as I can get hold of one to send you.—Tlad-
5f1%’, 9. 895 |
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Meghanad is going through o second edition with notes, and
a real B. A hag writton & long critical prefnce, echoing vyour
verdict—namely, that it is the first poem in the language. A

thousand copies of the work have beon sold in twolve months.
—9, @ |
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...you know I am “‘smit with the love of sacred song.” There
never was a fellow more madly after tho Muses than your poor
friend ! Night and day 1 am at them., So you must not la
aside Meghanad. If you do, I shall begin to rave. ‘The Muses
before evorything’ is my motto! It won't cost you more than
a couple of nights to get over it. I am anxious that the work
should be finished by the end of the year, and I am anzious to
know how far I have succeeded in gebting into the truc heroic
style. Besidos, my position, a8 a tremendous literary rebel,
demands the consolation and tho encouraging sympathy of friend-
ship. I have thrown down the gauntlet, and proudly denounced
those, whom our countrymen have worshipped for years, %
impostors, and unworthy of the honours heaped upon them ! 1
ought to rise higher with each poem. If you think the Meghanad
destitute of merit, why! I shall burn it without & sigh of
regret —: \9&\9 | _
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I have finished the First Book of Meghanad. You shall
have it as soon as I can get somebody to make a fair copy for
you. I intend to send you the poom, as I proceed with it in
manuseript, so that I may have the advantage and benefit of
your remarks and suggestions before going to press. I am
positive you will read with eare and attontion what I send you.
It is my ambition to engraft the exquisite graces of the Greek
mythology on our own ; in the present poem, I mean to give
froo scope to my inventing Powers (such as they are) and to
borrow as little as I ean from Valmiki. Do not let this startle
you. You shan’t have to complain again of the un-Hindu
charactor of the Poera. I shall not horrow Greek stories but
write, rather try to write, as a Greek would have done. DBefore
[ bogan this letter, I wrote the following opening lines for the
Second Book of (917 | These lines ought to give you some
idea of the Episode that is to follow.

fe 13 il A1 9%, o R,
Afaer, ANA A N 43x,

CATAIE 7 (I 3, (A2 Y8,
(f& at g st Afe 2 ) dHeaa FUI,
IMAN, §L3 93— fe(fe T »
WA AQERA | ANIAN—
@i g@i-aR, g,

¥1e3, I, o173 Qv 37,
cowrstea dHfY qua ANAT @Y |
AT PATS-RAS FAT |

You will at once see whom I imitate ;
“Who of the gods impelled them to contend ?
Latona’s son and Jove’s...”—Cowper’s Homer's Iliad.
Milton has imitated this—

“Who first seduced them to that foul revolt ?
The infernal serpent.”’~~Book I.—%. ®:3-3¥ |
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Hero is the First Book of the Meghanad. I hope you will
find the writing logible ; yeu need not return the sheets, I bhave
another copy by me. I noed scarcely say that I shall look out
with foverish anxioty to hear from you, and yet I should he
sorry to hasten you. You must weigh every thought, evory
imago, every expression, every line, and all this eannot be done
in an hour. I believe I have convinced you that I am not onc
of those touchy fools who do not like to have their faults pointed
out to them. By Jove, 1 court such ecandid and friendly
criticism, Go to work without any misgiving old boy. Whother
you place the brightest laurel-crown on his head (the brightest
of all the crowns yet worn in Bengal,) or kick him out from the
holy temple of fame as an impudent intruder, you will find your
humble friend a very submissive dog! I hope you will not
spare anything in the shape of weak or unpoetical thoughts, weak
and nerveless oxpressions, and rough lines.

You will find that your criticism on Tilottama has not fallen
on barren ground. In the present work you will see nothing in
the shape of “Erotic Similos” ; no silly allusions to the loves
of the Lotus and the Moon ; nothing about fized lightnings, and
not a single roference to the “‘incestuous love of Radha.”...

I sont you a few lines, the othor day, as the exordium of
the Second Book of Meghanad. I have since changed my mind,
and the second Book will be quite a different thing from what
you probably expect. I have done nearly two hundred lines
I suppose you read the Bible. Well | the stars in their course
are fighting against Sisera. I am afraid there will be no Sudder
Examination next year. It seems to be the decree of fate tha
I should write idle verses, and not make money. If nothing
interrupts me, you may expect to see Meghanad finished by the
ond of the year. It is to be in five Books.

Adieu! Write to me after you have read the verses
carefully. You are welcome to show them to your friends, who
1 trust, are, by this time, great admirers of Blank Verse! Io
Calcutta, the sensation created is by no means inconsiderable:
Hear what one ecritic says :—"‘I read your book with feelings of
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admiration and havo no hesitation in affirming that its poetry
is of such high order that I have nover seon anything like it yob
attempted in Bengali.”” The writor is a Banian's assistant in a
morcantile firm.—%. 993 |

81 NEYRA AGAANTAE

Several weeks ago I forwarded to your address tho Second
Book of Meghanad. Llow is it that you have not yet said a single
word to me about it ? I hope the packet reached you sale....

I have resumod Meghanad and am working away at the
Third Book. If spared, I intond to lengthon this poem to ten
Books and make it as complete an epic as I can. Tho subject
is truly horoic ; only tho Monkeys spoil the joke—but [ shall
look to thom. I also intend to publish the first fivo Books as
soon as I ean finish them, without waiting to complete the
Poem. Let the public have a taste of it before the whole thing
is given up to it. Did I tell you that Babhu Degumber Mittor
(of whom you have no doubt heard) has promised to coach the
work through tho press in a pecuniary point of view ? In thig
respoct, I most thankfully acknowledge, I am singularly fortunate.
All my idle things find Patrons and Customers.—%. 89%-11 |
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You will have hy this time reached the old nest. Pray,
write to me about Meghanad. I am looking out with something
like suspended breath for your verdict.

A few hours after we parted, I got a sovere attack of fever
and was laid up for six or sevon days. It was a struggle
whether Meghanad, will finish me or I finish him. Thank
Heaven, I have triumphed. He is dead, that is to say, I have
finished the VI. Book in about 750 lines. It cost me many
a tear to kill him. However you will have an opportunity of
Judging for yourself one of these days.

The Poem is rising into splendid popularity. Some say
it is bettor than Milbon—but that is all bosh—nothing can bo
better than Milton ; many say it licks Kalidasa; I have no
objection to that. I don’t think it impossible to equal Virgil,
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Kalidasa and Tasso. Though glorious, still they are morts]
poets : Milton is divine.

Do writo to me what you think, old man. Your opinion
is better than the lond huzzas of a million of these follows.

Many Hindu ladies, I undorstand, aro reading the hook
and crying over it. You ought to pul your wife in tho way of
roading the verse.—%. 83a-vo |

b1 YRR AGAAAINE

Iam sure I have not the remotest idea as to why you are
so confoundedly silent. What ean bo tho mattor with you, old
man ? Has poor Moghanad so disgusted you that you wish to
cut the unfortunate author ?

You will be pleased to hear that not very long ago the
faiRAtFER Aol-—and tho President Kali Prosannsa Singh of
Jorasanko, presented me with a splendid silver elaret jug
Thore was a great meeting and an address in Bengali. Probably
you have read hoth address and reply in the vernacular papers.

I have finished the sixth and seventh Books of Meghanad
and am working away at the eighth. Mr. Ram is fo be
conducted thromgh Hell to his father, Dasaratha, like another
lEnoas.

On the whole the hook is doing well. It has roused
curiosity. Your friond Babu Debendra Nath Tagore, I hear, i
quite taken up with it. S—told me the other day that he (Babu
D.) is of opinion that few llindu authors ecan ‘“‘stand near this
man,” meaning your fat friend of No. 6 Lower Chitpur Road,
and “‘that his imagination goos as far as imagination can go.”

But all this litorary news you don't deserve to have, for
neglecting me so shamefully. So I shall conclude in & r8gé
though with an unaltered love for you.

Yours Ever Michxl M. 8. Dutt.

P.8. I have got acquainted with the Headmaster of the
Cuttack School, but I don’t recollect his name! What s Dit?
man ! Ile has promised to criticise Meghanad not publicly bub
for my special benefit.—%. 8ve-rd |
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The second and last part Meghanad is being rapidly printed
off, though I have yet a few hundred lines of the last (IX) Book
to compose....I believe you will like the second part ol Meghanad
still better, at least I have been finishing it with more care. I
shall not conceal from you that some parts of it fill my heart with
adulation. I had no idea, my dear follow, that our mother tongue
would place at my disposal such exhaustless matorials, and you
know I am not a good secholar. The thoughts and images bring
out words with themselves,—words that I never thought I knew.
Ilere is a mystery for you. Though, I must confess, I am
impationt for your verdict—you know you give vory useful
hints—yet I shall wait till you read the whole poem. 1 think
I have constructed the Poom on the most rigid principles and
even a French critic would not find fault with me. Perhaps the
opisode of Sita's abduction (Fourth Book) should not have been
admitted, since it is scarcely connected with the progress of the
Fable. But would you willingly part with it ? Many here look
upon that Book as the best among the five, though Jotindra and
his school call the Book III—Promila’s entry into the city—
“The most magnificent.” My printer Babu I. C. Bose (a very
intelligent man and once a most warm admirer of Bhrarat) and
his friends stick out for the I. Book. Comparatively spoaking
the work is wondorfully popular and command a veory respoc-
table sale. It has silenced the enemios of Blank Vorso. A great
victory that, old boy....

I have alrendy heard myself{ called hoth ‘‘Milton and
Kalidas.” How far I desorve the compliment, I cannot say, but
it is certainly flattering. I think if spared some years, yet, and
allowed to go on my own way, I shall do better ; for I want
practice, See the difference in language and versification, if in
nothing else, between Tilottama and Meghanad. But I suppose
I must bid adieu to Heroic Poetry aftor Meghanad. A fresh
attompt would be something like a repetition. But there is the
wido field of Romantic and Lyric poetry before me, and I think
I have a tendency in the Lyrical way.—%. 8vd-v9 |



o/ TLYR-EEA

bl TR AFAAIND

Moghanad is progressing stoadily and we aro now printing
the VIII. Book—one hut tho last. Thero is an intelleciual
treat in store for you, my boy. I shall never again attcmnpt
anything in the heroic lino. Meghanad and Tilottama ought to
satisly tho most pootical appetite in this age. O! that you
were with me, my dear follow ! Wouldn't wo sit togethor and
read ? Wouldn’'t we? T can tell you that you have to shed
many a tear for tho glorious Rakhasas, for poor Lakhana, lor
Promila. I nevor thought, I was such o {cllow for the pathctie.
The othor day Babu I. C. Boso, my printer, [airly burst ont
crying, when reading Rama's lamentation for Lakshana., But
I won't tantalise you.—%. 8vs-va |

31 NEHR AGANINE

Thore is no accounting for taste. Jotindra and his men are
for Book III. which they pronounce to be ‘splendid.” There aro
many, however, who hold out for Book IV.

Your ‘feeling’ is anything but uncomplimentary. He who
is “benutiful,” ‘“‘tender” and ‘“‘pathetic,” with a dash of
“sublimity,” is sure to float down tho stream of timo in triumph.
All readers are suro to unite in loving and adoring him. Look
at the Sanskrit Kalidas, the Latin Virgil, tho Italian Tasso. !
don’t think England has a single poet worthy of being namod
with these ; hor Milton is a grander being. Like his own
Satan, he is full of the loftiest thoughts but has littlo or nothing
that may be called amiable. He elevates the mind of the reader
to a most astonishing height, but he never touches the heart.
And what is the consequence ? Fle has a glorious name but
few readers. He is Satan himselfl. We acknowledge him to
belong to a far superior order of beings ; but we never feel for
him. We hear the sound of his ethereal voice with awe and
trembling. His is the deep roar of a lion in the silent solitude
of the forest.

But you must wait, old boy, before you allow this feeling t0
become settled and permanent. You must read the whole poe®
through. The nature of the story does not admit much in the
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martial line. Homer is nothing but battles. I have, like
Milton, only one. That is in Book VII. and I hope I havo
succoeded, at least, to a respectable extent. I expect the second
part to be out in about & month.

Talking about Blank Verse, you must allow me to give you
a jolly little anecdote. Some days ago I had oceasion to go to
the Chinabazar. I saw a man scated in a shop and deeply
poring over Meghanad. I stepped in and asked him what he
was reading. Ile said in very good English ;—

“I am reading a mnew poem, Sir!” "“A poem !” I said
“I thought there was no poetry in your language.” Ho replied—
“why, sir, here is pootry that would make any nation proud.”

I said “well, read and let me know.” My literary shop-
keepor looked hard at me and said “‘sir, I am afraid you wouldn’t
understand this author.”” I repliod, “‘Let me try my chance.”
Ho vead out of Book II. that part wherein Kam returns to Rati,
standing ab the ivory gate of the palace of Shiva, and Rati says
to him,

“x * * 61 TR
\le Wt St Atee, (& AfwawT 1”

How beautifully the young fellow read. I thomght of the
men who pretend to be scholars and Pandits. I took the Poem
from him and read out a few passages to the infinite astonish-
ment of my new friend. How eagerly he asked me where I
lived ? I gave him an evasive roply, for I hate to be bothered
with visitors. I shook hands with him, and on parting asked
him if he thought Blank Verse would do in Bengali. Ilis reply
was, “'Certainly, Sir. It is the noblest measure in the language.”
—7. 8rY-bir |
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We are now printing the last Book (IX) of Meghanad. So
you may expeot himn by the beginning of the next month
(Engligh)....

We have just got over the noise of the Mohorrum. I tell
you what ;—if a great Poet were to rise among the Mussulmans
of India, he could write a magnificent Epic on the death of
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Hossen and his brother. He could enlist the feelings of tiy
whole race on his behalf. We have no such subject. Would
you believe it ? People here grumble and say that the heart of
the Poet in Meghanad is with the Rakhasas. And that is the
real truth. I despise Ram and his rabble ; hut the idea of Ravan,
elevates and kindles my imagination ; he was a grand fellow.

I showed your letter in which you say that you prefer the
I and IV Books to the rest, to a friend. He said your silonce
about Pramsla’s entry into Lanka in the III Book surprized
him. The silly fellow went on to say that the episode roused
him like the clang of a martial trumpet | DBut De gustebus non
est disputandum.— 8rtr-rd |

3N 1 TYTWA AGAAINT

Last evening I got a copy of the new Meghanad forwarded
to your address. I hope it will reach you safe. After you have
got through the thing, you must lay aside all business and write
to me ; for there is no man whose opinion I value more than
that of a certain Midnapur Pedagogue....

...Allow me to give yout an example of how the melody of a
line is improved when the 8th syllable is made long. I helieve
you like the opening lines of the Second Book of the Meghanad.
In that deseription of evening you have these lines,—

w13a) Srarggal, 1% 77 i
R ; A sifafre otwas )

How if you throw out the ®1313® and substitute FHIFSM
you improve the music of the line, because tho double syllable
¥ mars the strength of #. Read—

w1z Wi Of, A% AT 24
&N

And then
Ry A coifies,

and the passage assumes quite a different tone of musie—
“wiZal XoiF oial, RAAg 31
w%A ; ez Al oo,
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By the bye, these lines will no doubt recall to your mind
the linoes,
“And whisper whence they stole
Those balmy spoils’’—
of Milton, and the lines
“Like the sweet south,
That breathes upon a Bank of violets
Stealing and giving odour”—
of Shakespear. Is not the “§¥9” a more romantic way of getting
the thing than ‘‘stealing” ?
* % * %* * %

I find that there are many metrical hlomishes in the earlier
Books of Meghanad. They must be removed in a future edition,
if the work should live to run through one and I to do the
neodful.—%. 830-53 |

R REYRA AtEAARATD

I am looking out anxiously for your eritique, and not only
I but many others, all friends of ours, are equally anxious with
me to hoar what the great Midnapur-Schoolmaster has got to
say ahout the first Poem in the Language. You are, thorefore,
bound to gratify us. The work is becoming very popular and
many of our friends are at me to dash out again....

I have not yet heard a single line in Meghanad’s disfavour.
The great Jotindra has only said that, he is sorry, poor Lakshman
is represented as killing Indrojit in ecold blood and when
unarmed. But I am sure the poem has many faults. What
human production has not ? You must point them out and that
too before I begin another.—% 8»9-38 |

YOI R ANHAATAT

Your eriticism has been rather extensively read among our
tommon friends, and somewhat severely eriticized ; some don’t
like your remarks on the deseriptions of Hell, and are quite
brepared to prove that it is quite Puranic. However, the poem

]
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is a grand success and no mistake. Everyhody who can real
and understand it, is echoing your words, ‘‘the first poem in the
language.”’—%. ¢3¢ |

38| LI NEAATAE

...Besides, I could not get any one to copy the second hook
of Meghanad beforo this. The copy I enclose, though neatly
written, is so full of bad spelling that I do not know whothor
you will be able to make anything of it. But you are a first-
rate fellow and not many years ago, neither you nor I should
have thought it extraordinary to see tho name {3 written A1
or any such orthographical eccentricity. Really what rapid
advances our language (I feel half-tempted to use tho words of
Alfieri and say ‘‘Nostra Divina Lingua”’) is making towards
perfection and how it is shaking off its sleep of ages.

You must try and see what you can do with the enclosod.
As a reader of the Homeric Epos, you will, no doubt, be remind-
ed of the Fourteenth Illiad, and I am not ashamed fo say that
I have intentionally, imitated it—Juno's visit to Jupiter on
Mount Ida. I only hope I have given the Episode as thorough
a Hindu air as possible. I never like to econceal anything [rom
you, so that you must not think me vain if I say that in my
heart I begin to helieve that this Meghanad is growing up to he
a splendid Poem ! I fancy the versification more melodious and
Virgilian and the language easy and soft. You will probahly
miss in this Poem the rathor roughish elevation of its prede-
cessor. But I must leave you to judge for yourself.—2, 813-%°!

/AR T WFAVFIA 23S Aiwe Ay Rfey xnD, W
€ ATANZF 3G ‘CIRAMIY IRP @ wia WAl 23
wifiaice, (Ite kAl I A3V @S WX Wigatsay 29 AL
@ 7137 qg g2 A S 22arq o Arglafr a4 3f
ATAAMWD I (@ ANTAAT FIAS 3037, wifge sigta ¢
Y AR | AT GAA TCARIFS Sracatey ANCAGAA &b
il T @ft Ffacele | AEae car-fafvs ayTfe
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7z Aty yfe Sl idufet ) s o3
wivga-faf Sge sfrsly :—

My dear Sir,

Intending to present Mr. Michael M. S. Dutt with a
silver trifle as a mite of encouragement for having
introduced with success the Blank verse into our language,
I have been advised to call a meeting of those who might
take & lively interest in the matter at my house on the
occasion of the presentation, in order to impart as much of
solemnity as it is capable of receiving, while retaining its
private character and therefore to serve perhaps its purpose
better ; I shall therefore be obliged, and I have no doubt
all will be pleased, by your kind presence at mine on
Tuesday next, the 12th Instant at 7 P. M.

Yours truly
Kaly Prussunno Singh
Calcutta the 9th February 1861.
ARGAl-TSry AT AStnE fag, Intety g, fFerndbie fig,
AR FONIZA AT @ofer Aara g2arfee | faratfERy
7317 o ZICS IR g IRIANT @z Afa TRdw ¢ @3l
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WAt wa 9% aF offi Wi Fifem fiatfe qat oA Ao Aed g8 IR

A T Wl wifdrs AR Wi, Wi 76 Atxifn afy, Wit s, wwE AR
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