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DUTY AND INCLINATION. 201

frame, while his mind was the prey of a thousand
torturing conjectures, none possibly bearing much
affinity to the truth, Douglas reappeared not on
the deck ; and thus several hours elapsed, until the
time at length came which summoned the officers
to their repast. All were assembled at the convi-
vial board, Douglas alone excepted ; all called upon
his name, when Herbert, who till then had not
been heard to speak, informed them that Major
Douglas had, in the morning, shown symptoms of
illness, which might be the cause of his not appear-
ing. Upon hearing this, the Surgeon was sent by
the Colonel to inquire into the truth of the case.
Apparently suffering under bodily and mental
anguish, his throbbing head reclining on his feverish
hand, Douglas, as a mighty branch hewn down,
exhibited a spectacle of the utmost interest: his
quick pulsation and strong breathing indicated that
he was under the subjugating power of illness.
Equally humane as he was skilf'u], the Surgeon
assisted him to rise; then supporting him to his
hammock, there, pale and extended, he became an
object of universal concern. Turning to those
whom curiosity or compassion had gathered around,
the Surgeon begged of them to leave him, their
presence occasioning an obstruction to the free
admittance of air, which, together with rest and
















































































































































DUTY AND INCLINATION. 249

A few days after they arrived at Hyde Park
Corner; and driving through the dense and dusky
fogs of London, beyond Portman Square,where the
atmosphere became clearer, they stopped at the
door of a neat and comfortable house, the residence
of Mrs. Herbert, who had previously by letter un-
dertaken to afford them accommodation and private
board. Charmed by the prospect their society
offered, she had not hesitated to relinquish the
whole of her apartments, with the exception of a
back parlour and sleeping-room for herself.

Her slender finances laying her under the ne-
cessity of taking in lodgers, she rejoiced that upon
this occasion her good fortune had fallen upon
General De Brooke and his amiable family. With
all the affectionate garrulity of age, she a thousand
times expressed her pleasure at beholding the
sisters; but more to Rosilia, lavishing upon her
the fondest greetings, by the appellation of her
child, her dear, dear child!

It may be well supposed that Philimore and
Oriana, inhabiting the same place and not greatly
removed from each other, found frequent occasions
for meeting ; seldom, indeed, but in the presence
of others, when caution and restraint were neces-
sarily observed; but those feelings, mutually so
painful and oppressive, were compensated by the


















































































































































































































