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Luc Tuymans (*1958), 
Belgian painter: 
'Foundations'. For obvious 
reasons, this painting 
cannot be shown here.

Marianne von Werefkin 
(1860-1938): 'Plattfabrik'. 
The artist died more than 
seventy years ago, the 
painting is in the public 
domain.

When a creator creates a work, it is usually 
protected by copyright. You
are not allowd to copy the work,
unless you have the permession
of the creator or the publisher
the creator sold the rights to.
Copyright in general is a good
thing. But copyright, licenses, patents
and other restrictions can hinder
progress and they have been
extended more and more the last
decades. If you want to use
copyrighted works, it might be
difficult to  find the creator, or you
have to pay much money – often
even not to the creator,
but to a publisher.

Works unprotected by copyright 
belong to the 'public domain'. You are 
absolutely free to use such works. 
Even if you would plagiatarize them, 
you could not be taken responsable 
for copyright violations.

The US Government, for 
example, publishes works in the 
public domain, because the tax 
player has already payed for 
them. But to many creators, 
public domain is too radical. 
Totally unprotected works can be 
abusively taken by wrong doers 
and frauds.

You want to publish a work in a way that others can use it 
under reasonable conditions? A license is a legal text that 
explains what is allowed to do with a work. Creative 
Commons is a non profit organisation that provides 'free 
licenses'. Many works published under a free license you 
can find on Wikimedia Commons, the media archive of 
Wikipedia.

For example, this is a photograph taken by Robin Müller. 
He published it referring to the free license CC-BY-SA. It is 
a Creative Commons license. You are allowed to use and 
copy and alter this picture, but you have to name the creator 
and the license. New works based on this (for example a 
collage of freely licensed pictures) must get the same 
license.

See for more information:
http://commons.wikimedia.org
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