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INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERTICA, et al

/) !
-VS=- AFFIDAVIT KK&:V | S €C
ARAKI, Sadao, et al

DEPONENT: ARAKI, Sadao
I, ARAKI, Sadao, make oath and say as follows:

l. Circumstances up to my acceptance of the post of
War Minister

I served as the Chief of No. 1 Division of the General
Staff from January 1928 to August 19283 President of the
Staff College until August 19293 the Commarder of the 6th
Division in Kumamoto until August 1921, 2nd Chief of the
General Affairs Bureau of the Departinort of Military Educa-
tion.

"hile I was in the service of those posts, I recognized
from my experience in Vorld War I and from my views on the
morality of war, as well as from the basic principle in
founding ouvr airmv, the necessity of disassociating our army
from the old Pr-ocssisn style army, and so I devoted my whole
hearted attzntion to the education and training of 1inonpe

with the final object of promoting their moral stard-=rd.

The general situation in those days was by no means
eventless. On the contrary, there was every sign of poten-
tial unrest. However, my view on the current problems was
always different from the opinions of the leaders of Japan,
including those of militarists, and I always remained unbi-
ased to any of the movemarts which were opposed to each other.

It was on August 1%, 1€ that I arrived in Tokyo to
accept the post of the Dirw.z2tom of the General Affairs Bureau
of the Department of Milit=»y Wdliucation. This was an advi-
sory position to the Insrector-General of the Department of
Military Education,

. The outbreak of the Manchurian Incident was known to me
from the newspaper. I was told that the government had set
up a non-expansion policy, a2and so I did not think much of
this incident.

On the occasion of the October Incident, I happened to
have been asked by War Minister MINAMI and Chief of General
Staff KANAYA to subdue the trouble. I successfully dis-
charged this task, but was informed nothing further as to the
punishment of the people involved in this incident.

At that time, I was merely the Chairman of the committee
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of the entrance examination of the Military Preparatory School and the
Military Academy, a position which was to bc occupied by the Chief of the
General Affairs Bureau of the Department of Military Education as was
Megulatcd in that Department, and which had nothing to do with the
current problems.

2. Circumstances around my acceptance of the post of War Minister.

At the end of 1931, I was the scnior member of the Vice-Minister

class, and because of this, I was asked on December 13th by Mr. Tsuyoshi
INUKAI to bccome War Minister. S Was customary with the army at that
time, I reported this matter to and requested direction of the Three

Chiefs of Army (War Minister, Chicf of the General Staff, and Inspector-
General of the Department of Military Education.) The opinion of the

Three Chiefs was unanimous andg they instructed my to accept the post.
Thus I sent in my acceptance to Mr, INUKAI and became War Minister when
the INUKAI Cabinet was formally organized on the same day. Mr. INUKAI
at this Tribunal testified that my acceptancewwas made under some extra-
ordinary circumstanccs, but not only was there any uncustomary proccaure

in conneetion with my acceptance, but neither my predccessor nor any
person of importance at that time informed me of such circumstances.

On the following day of my acceptance of this new post and the sub-
scquent day, Var Minister MINAMI, my prodecessor, Vice-Ministcr SUGIYAVA,
and Chief cf the General Staff KANAYA gavc mc the explanation of the st-te
of affdairs of Japan at that time, the outline of which was 88 follows:

(a) That sincc the outbreak of the Manchurian Incident, both the government
and the army authorities strived to settle the troublc under a non-cx-

pansion policy, but that the condition in Manchuria which had becen ag-
gravated for many years in the past, was so complicated that both the
Japancsc civilian inkaditants in Manchuria and the wantung Army were still
in dangcr. That the Goivzrament of the e»isting “anchurian rcgime had
lost its grip, some of its influential personnel had absconded while the
rest of them had cstablished their own 8trongholds in various parts of
Manchuria, and an agiolite state of anarchy was revealed throughout Manchuri::.

(b) That the arny authcrities, in view of theirp primary duty, was dualyw
eéngaged to cope with this situation -- protcction of the Japanese nationals
and their rights and intercst - in Manchuria was one and self-defensive

to insure the seccurity of the Krartwng Army was the other, That the
condition, as had bcen madc ¢asr "y the sccond declaration of the WAKATSUKI
Cabinet, was so aggravatecd tha: it wae impracticabld to return the Japancse
troops to their ocriginal staticn.

| S |

(c) That Chang fisuc-liang, who had established in Chinchow District a

stronghold for violatiocn of pcacc and order in Manchuria, did not kcep
his promisc of evacuating all
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all the troops under his command from the Chinchow District, and that therc

was not the slightest indication of sinecerity Hd show that scme day he
might fulfill this' promise.

(A) That the fact that the Japancse force from a desirs for peaccful sci-
tlement had rcturned its troops from half way point of its campaign to
Chinchow was utilizcd by Chang Hsuc-liang for his propaganda. He was buly
propagandizing that he and his troops won the victory in this campaign and
by thus instigating the fighting spirit of the troops, caused them to crose
the Liao River to appear and overrun the districts as far as neer Mukden.,

That this very much endangered Japanese nationals and the troops at the
foremost front.

() That while the League of Nations had not appreciated the actual situa-

tion in full, the recent councillors meeting decided to degpatch a commission
of enguiry and that it approved our rightful assertion of reserving our
rights of pacifying bandits and other groups of turbulent elements.

The above were the outlines of the actual state of affairs explained

to my by those three important people of the army, and their conclusion was
that if the situation was left alone, and if it should cause any damage

to the Japarcse nationals or should the Kwantung fomy suffer any serious
damage from it, the hostility would expand all cver China and would result
il serious international relations.

~

3. Determination of government policy.

When I reported these matters to Primier INUKAIL, he} e his capacity
as the president of a political party, and being aware of the gravencss ol

Japan's internal and extcrzal situations more fully than I’tb&d me hils
opinion as fcllowss

(a) Self-defensc and non-cxpansion should be the fundamental pclicy 1o o
with the situation, and based on this policy, the restoration cif law anad

rder and termination of hostilities in Manchuria should be immedliately
realized.

(b) It should be borne in mind that Chang Hsue-liang, the violator of law
and order, was the man to deal wit!, and as such, the theatre of action musv

be extremely restricted, and on no occasiocn should it exceed the territory
under his @omination.

(¢) Milit-ry action may be requircd to #ave the imminent danger to the
Chinchow District, but even in doing sc, a request shouldb® first made for

the withdrawal of thc troops under Chang's command from that distriet so
that the root of futurc evil will bec €liminated.

() To the League of Nations and other countries which were related to

Manchuria by treatiecs, a thorough explanation should be made in order to

gain their complete understanding as to the real state of affairs of
Manchuria.

These ppinions of the fremier werc discussed at the
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Cabinet meeting and were made the basic policy of the INUKAL cabinet.
In accordance with this decision, I made the necessary contact with the
ministers of Finance and Navy to make preparation for the Wer Office 1o
dischurge its sphere of duty. This decision was also conveyed by me tO
the General Staff so as to request them to act accordingly.

In connection with this decision of the Cabinet, there is an - 'l
allegation in Exhibit No. 187 and No. 188 to the effect that I made a
plan for the occupation of the Four Eastern Provinces. This is a mistake
caused by the interpretation of an incompetent interpreter and it was
entirely different from the fact. I shall refere to this matter at the
latter part of this statement under 28.

I have never heard, not even &s a rumor, that the Premier INUKLI
had the intention of petitioning for an Imperial Commend to withdraw the
Kwantung J.rmy, s was testified to by Mr. Takeshi INUKAL pefore the
Tribunal. Premier INUKAI, as elever as he was, should have known quite
well thet the Emperor who was an ardent observer of the Constitution
would not have granted an Imperial Commend for the withdrawal of troops
without first having the edvice of the General Staff. I shall refute

this allegotion by 2 witness who will testify to the metters concerning
the Supreme Commend.

There is also an allegation by the Prosecution in Chapter 1 of
Lppendix i of the Indictment that after the INUKul gabinet was formed
-- "The Japenese governgent which came into power on the l13th of Deecen:-
of 1931, and all subsequent Japanese governments adopted and eontinuci
this @ggression and its gradual extention over other parts of China."
That both the INUK.I and SLITO cabinets, while I was a member of them,
had never made any such policy shall be fully shown by the several
speeches made by the responsible members of the two Cabinets at public
oceasions, and several withesses and documentary evidence which are to
be submitted before the Tribunal will corroborate this.

i, Pacification of Liao-si (West of the liao River) District

The Jopanese government, in conformity with the sbovementioned
policy, expected a peaceful settlement of the troubles in the Chinchow
District through diplomatic negotiations, but almost a month had vainly
passed since the commencement of the negotiation and there was not a sign
of their withdrawing from the district. On the contrary, the activities
of the bandits along the River Liao coast were more intensified and at
the end of December 1931, the aggravated situation reached such a stage
that the Japonese government had to resort to erms to wipe out the
stronghold of the bandits and the lawless mobs in order to save the
Japanesc nationals from danger. I communicated this decision of the
government to the General Staff. In the meantime, the government made

e proclamation on the 27th to elarify the situation and explained to the
world the difficulties that Japan was confronted with.
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On the 28th of the same month, the General Staff despatched to
Menchuria from Xorea a divisional headquarters and a brigade, the main
pody of wihich tegan action at the very end of the month.

The Xiantung «rmy by this time, in view of the daily occurrence of
verious cesualtics, had taken several measures to cope with the sityation,
and had several times requested without response the withdrawal of chang
Sue-liens end his men from the liao-si Disit®ict.

However, tae bandit troops, upon learning that Jepan had decided to
take a decisive mecsure, fled from the Chinchow District, together with
the groups under Chang Sve-lisng's commend. Thus, a unit of Japenese
troops under comrind of Lt. Gen. MURO mpde its ontry into the city of
Chinchow on January 3rd, 1932, without resorting to bloodshed and the
Jepancse nationals were relieved.

Lifter this campaign, the army undertook the task of meintaining law
end order in thet locality, lcaving the rest of the sctivities to the
diplomatic auvthorities. However, during the month of Jaguary, the troops
of the gaerrison forces suffered severzcl cesualties inflicted by bandits 1in
vorious parts of the locelity, including the annihilation of KOGL Regiment
at Chin-si, but the troops on the spot, observing the principle of non-
expansion policy, endured it and did not take any counter steps.

5. The Fir-t Shanghai Incident.

The couse of expedition and the policy of the Lrny.

The First Shanghai Incident was initieted when, in the middle of July
1932, & body of Chinese civilians assaulted a party of Japanese priests and
either killed or wounded them. This incident induced a clash between the
Japanese Navy and the Chinese 19 Route 4rmy, and a great number of Japanese
nctionals in Shouihai as well as the navy itself were wvery much endangered.

The Mavy authoritics, in view of discharging their international
duty in Shanghai 2s well os to save their owm novy troops and protect
Japanegse nationals in that city, reported the case to the government and
rccucsted a detachment of army troops to Shanghei. The government knew
the imminence of the situction and decided upon a policy of relieving the
navy and protecting the Jepanese netionals on the spot, and requested the
army for a detachment of troops.

I consulted on this matter the Chief of the General Staff and we
agreed to conform with the government policy by despatching a minimum
force. The Chief of the General Staff reported the matter to the Throne
and upon the apmroval of His M jesty, the expedition was finally decided upo

By this time, the situation in Shanghai had become so eritical that
a mixed brigade wes first despatched, in accordance with the request of
the navy, by a2 destroyer,
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and this brigade was on pcace time focting on account of
the shertage of time., Then tho UEDA Division, also in a
state of being imnobilizod, followed tho brigadeés The

strongth of the opponent at that time was said to be about

pelicy cf tho govornment, I
this incidont, as much as possible, in an

amicable manncr, and desirod the Chicf of Goneral Affairs
and Divisicnal Commandor UEDL to follow this prlicye This
rcsulted in Divisicnal Commander's UEDL's agvice te the op-
pecnent of the peaceful sottloment, which will be shown in
ovidenco in Def. D « This attompt at pcacoful

ommander UEDA was not duly rospon-
contrary, it drove him into a consider~-

able plight,

This recquest for peace and subsoquent hositation on the
part of Divisi~-nal Commandop UEDAL, in immediately resorting
t2 aeti~n, was interproted and propagandized by the China sido
a8 their complete victery ovor Japanecso
paganda induced a situati~n wherrly the
tho direct crntrol ~f tho Nanking Gevernmont Jrined the
Canten 19th Route Lrmy with wh-m tho cxpeccitionary forco was
confronted, Meorerve this now situati-n affecctod the situ-
atli-n in Manchuria and causod furthor aggravati-n of law and
crder thorge Even the proposal made by tho Loague of Natirns
to Japan served to enhance the spirit rof the Chirose people.,
The situati-n becamo extremely serious, and the safety of morec
than 20,000 Japanose nationals was menacoces Thuse China's
sice took advantage of our aspiraticn feor an amicable scttle -

ment and created a new situaticn mere dangerous te Japan,

Worricd with this added difficulty, the government ro=-
questcd the army t-o immediatoly save this situaticn, It wasg
cither n the 7th or 8th of Fobruary that the advance party
of the armv expeCitirnary force landed "n the spot, Division-
al Commander UEDL arriver there in the middle of February
and this new crisis wns created at the end ~f the samo month,

On accrunt of this ronowcd rcquest frrm the government,
my position required me to doviso maasuros to immodiatoly
save the situnti~n by means nf close corcporation betwoon
operational tnctics and diplomacy, that is to say, the meocasuros
¢cmplying with the cperatisnal rcquest »f the Genoral Staff
“n tne hand, and e~nferming with tho political principle of (1.
the gsovernment en tho other,

On this matter I consulted theo Gonoernl 8taff and agrood
tc thoir appcinting Colonel Binshir~ OBLTL (Lt. Gon., OBATA,
wh~ bocame Ministor of Stata in the Prince KUNI Cabinot
immed intely aftor the surroendor ) the Chiof ¢ cporatin~ns
Scctirn ~f tho General Staffe Wo also agrecd to recermmend
Goneral SHIRAKLYA as the Suprome Commander of the Expecditinrn-

ary Ferce as the m-st appropriate perscon with sufficiont
faculty whe w-uld maintnin eloso ctopoeration with tho 1loeal
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diplematic agont tr take timely moasures in terminating the
hostilitiese Thon, in accerdance with the suggestion of tho
Gonoral Staff, further reinf-r»ecoment of two divisiong was
decided upon at the Cabinet meating.

Various preparatirns werc made for this roinforcemont
and at dawn of Marah 1534, the advancs division of the cwr: *i4+1
oxpecitirnary forec made guenrizo landing nt TZi&liQp-kou’ a
stratcgic point behind Uhe oromy. “na enemy arter srme ine
significant resistacce totrouted bYeyond the 20 kil-maeter line
anc as the rotreal was in conformity with tho rcquost th~t tho
expociticnary had previouegly macdo, Suprome Commandorp SHIRAKLWA
immeodintely rrdorod cessatirn of hestility on the 3pd of
Marche The Chinese army followed suit on the following day,

Thus, due t~ the ingenicus tactics of the cperatinnal
force, the primary cbjcct of the oexpediti~n was achieved and
the incident was sottled while the main body of the roinforce-
ments was still ~n board ship,

The Government and the central military auth-ritios,
hand in hand with the activities of tho diplomatic authorities,
endenvoured tc scttle the wholo situation upon guaranteo cof +¥»-
tho Chinese sido t~ cbserve law and order in tho future.,

The Japanese tro~ps voluntarily Withdreaw at the ond
of March to the roar line and »ne and ~ne half divisions
of the oxpecditinnary foreo wore subsoquontly roturmed to
Japane Then, thrrugh the valuable effeprts of the ecommitteoes
of the U.Se.lhs, Britain, France, Italy, Japan and China, a
plan fer intornatinsnally socurity and safety in and arsund
Shanghai was set up and a truce agreoment botween Japaneso
and Chinesec treccps was signed -~n llay Sthe

By virtuo of the provisions ~f the truce agreomont (Socticn
3, 4ppendix 2), the army had the right of stationing there
a certnin part of its forcoe Fowever, from fear that it
wruld turn ocut to be the causc ~f future troubleo and because
of rospect f-r Chinosc scvercipgnty, and, furthormoro, as the
primary nbject cf tho oxpediti-n had boon accomplishod, it
wns cecided up~n t~ withdraw, at the risk of varicus ife-
ficulties, all tho trocps from China and the withdrawal was
crmpleted by the end ~f May,

4Lt that timo, there were cpinicns among the pe~ple,

h~wever, in and ~ut of officc, that theo over=all withdrawal
was still prematurcese The opinisns woro regarced t. bo well
groundcc 1n viewof past oxporiences, becauso both in Manchuria
and at tho varly stazes »f the Shanghai Incident, our moderate
attitude in the beginning socmed ¢t~ havo given cause to the
cnemy t~ malke nrcopaganda that they had won the victory, and - .
that 1t succecdod t~ s-mo oxtont in dcceiving the pecple with
n rosult that tho over-anll situation was macde worse on acceount

of ¢th 18 e

Nevertheless, the army, in view of its aspiraticnsfor
poace, carric? ~ut the -vore-anll withdrawal, Unfortunately,
while giving a go~? improssi~n among a part of tho learncd
and woll=inf-rmocd classes ~f Chineso poople, the nvere-all
with”rawal Adid nothing more than ¢t~ spur the Chinesco gonoeral
public an? t- croante amongst them a ¢ ntempt for the Japaneso
armyes In frect, it had a harmful effect cvor the situati-n
in Manchuria and gnve rise t~ further disturbances thoro.

I may peint ~ut hore that this was the m~st delicato part of
tho policy toward China, and both the government and the army

authorities had many
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difficulties on this particular point.

These circumstances wlll be fully shown by the
government declaration, proclamations made by Divisional
Commander UFDA arcC Supreme Cormander SHIRAFAWA, my several
speeches made in: the capacity of War Minister concerning
the withdrawal cf troope ang al1s0 those made in the Diet
gsessions, all of whizi will be tendered in evldence.

6. Protection of “Yapenese nationals in and around Harbin.

HSI HSIA (a2 member cof the Mon2rchist Party) who
became the Governci of " irin Prcvince cn September 50, 1931,
subsequently dezlared tneg independence of hils FProvince.
However, after =wc w~;lfs cf th.s CGeclaratio~, he caused some
discord with TIV:- LF.0 apd L7.-TU of Farbin, and because of
this conflict, the ,“r:th csimuatlion in and around Harbin
was Thrown into ccnusicn, threatening, at the same time,
the safety of Japancse 1uL1Dnalc residing there.

The danger became more imminent when HSI HSIA, in
January, 1932, del2rmird Lo conduct als svbjegation
compalgn toward tin: :i¢th anc sterted f'iziiting on the 27th.
This urgent situ:tic comdeiled the vanareses navionals to
reguest the Kwaniung Aray for thelr reuncus, and the
Koreans and Manchurian: the same district also frequently
made the same reyuest.

In the meantime, it happened that four Japanese
were murdered, several Xoreans were taken away, and about
4 OO0 Janane se anc 2,000 Kcreans werc rvia~ed under extreme
danger. The Kwa“gung Army ordered au aerial reccnnalssance
of the district, but the aircraft had Lo make an emergency
landing near Harbin, and thc crew, wio were comnissioned
officers of the Kwantung Army, were murdered.

The government had taken a ca®tlious attitude toward
this district, but as the situatlion became so serious
the govermment consldered 1t necessary to take measures to

cstore law and orderinthat district and to protett the
apanese rcsidents.

However, while the Japanese residents were to be
protected, the government made 1t a rollicy that the inter-
national relatlons, espcclially the relation with the
Soviet Union, should not be endangered. The Chief of
General Staff, 1n conformity with this policy, ordered

some rrstnctiqns to the Kwantung Army as to 1its military
actions.

The restrictions caused much difficulty to the Kwantung
Arny in 1ts operation, and a corps of the Army finally
succceaded, after considcrable hardships, in reaching the
outskirts of the City of Harbin.

As the object of thls campalign was to protect the
Japancse natlonals 1n that district, and as the object was
thus accomplished, the maln body of the expeditionary force
retraccd 1ts course without even entering the city of Harbin.

The explanatory speeches made by Foreign Minlster
YOSFTZAWA on January 51, 1952, at the plenary session of the
Privy Councll and the 62nd sesslon of the Imperial Diet,
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the minutes of which will be tendered in evidence, will
clarity the circumstances in which this campaign was carried

out .

7Te TIrdependence declaration of Manchovkuo and its
rorcognition: also the attilzude of the Japanese central
military auvtinoritcies toward it.

Soon after the restcration c¢f law and order in
Chinchow, I think It was in the DPeginning of Januarv, 1952,
Staff Officer ITAGAKI of the Ewantung LArmy came to Tokyo
and reported to 2 Ttne situnation in Fanchurla, the picture
of the Independence movement and Comrander-in-Chief HONJO's
view of the general situation.

According to the reports I received, each Frovince
of' Vanchurlia had declare? its independence and it was in
such a precarious corndition that a single false step would
lead the wheole situation into a state of chaos where each
local regime held its own sphere of influence. On the other
hand, there was an aspiration rapidly developing among
the Influential people all over Manchuria to found a new
state. In fact, this aspiration was getting so
irresistibly strong among them that it was almost impossible
for the Kwantung Army, which was neither forcing a military
administration nor was it provided with sufficient strength,
to ralntain law an? order without seriously taking this
new sltuvation into consideration. In connection with
this reprort, T further learned the following factse That
the unanimous opinion of those who were concerned in thic
independent movement was to have Mr. FU-YI as the ruler of
the new state; that Commander-in-Chief HONJO's opinion was
to leave the matter to them and not to take any measure
which mlght interfere with the zealous aspiration of the
Manchurian people.

On hearing this report, I thought of the necessity
of' paying attention to the internaticnal problems which
might arlise out of Manchuria's independence declaration.
However, T reported this information to the Fremier.

The Premler and known by that time what was going
on in Manchuria and was of the opinion that the question of
indepondence should be left alone, only he considered that
the International problems as mentioned in the above should
be studiecd,

The decision of the government on this problem was
also to leave 1t alone to the Manchurian people and to make no
interference with it inasmuch as the primary concern of the
government was 1n preservation of law and order.

In the meantime the independence movement in Manchuria
made further progress and then a decision for independence
was reached on February 28th among the influential people
of Manchuria with an additional resolution to ask ¥Mr. PU=YT
to become 1ts rvler. Then, the 1ndependence was declared on
March 1lst, and Mr. PU-YI became 1its President on the 9th

of the same month.

The ¥Kwantung Army, whose primary duty was to secure
the peace and order in Manchurla, wished that the newly
born regime would respect, as it had declared, the
international treaties and external regulations, and
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would base its administration, internally, upon the people °

will, so that an ideal nation where in the King's Way is fully
observed under the harmonious collcboration of five races, a
réal happy land, free from all the unfortunate incidents in the
past, should be realized. The attitude of the Kwantung 4rmy was

that of watching its development, but not to make any interference
with it,

However, preservation of pcace amd order and protection of
Japanese nationals, which were the main duties of Kwa ntung 4rmy,
had to be conducted in such a way as would correspond to the ever
changing situation, and so the Kwantung Lrmy had discussions with
the new regime concerning these local matters exclusively.

These reports from the Kwantung Lrmy to the central military
authorities were reported to the governncnt by the latter as soon

as they were received. The govemnent, in view of the actual state
of affairs in Manchuria, reached the conclusion that there was no
alternative but to leave to the diserction and judzicnt of the -

Commander-in-Chief of the Kwantung &ruy the prescrvation of peace

and order in Manchuria and decided to obscrve the further develop-
nent of the situction.

lalso followed this policy of the governiaent and carefully

watehed the situation so that 1 & ould not meke any mistake in the
futurc when counter measures were to be taken.

The Forcign Office viewecd this problem to be a case of a dacstic
split of a nation and thot the independence was no an infrirgcnent
of internaticnal lawe Uader the .circumstances, all that the anmy
could do was to follow tlic policy of the government and devote its
cfforts in successfully carrying out its original duty of prescrving
peace and ordcr and sccuring the nat ional defense of Manchuri@e

In the neantine, the new regime gradually consolidated its
foundation and so the government, with a view to avoiding further
disturbancés in Manchuria, decided to cooperate, whenever possible,
with the new regire. The govormicnt made explanation of this new
policy at the b6lst scssion of the Impcrial Diet. (Defs Doc. )

1l have rever heard that Preaicr INUKLI dispetched Mr, KLYANO
as a special envoy to the Nenkin Gov:rnaent for a friendly under-
standing, as was testified to by kr. Takcshi INUKLIe. Even if it
were true, it nwust have been of a rrivate nature., Mr, INUKLI's
further testiony that Prenicr INUKLI talked over the metter with
a chief of a section of %the Gencral Staff and that the chief of
the secction, because o:r this talk, was relegated to an other post
1s entirely wrong. . INTHLI did not mention the name of the
Colonel, but frum bhis tcsiiasey that the Colonel was relegated to
the Cormander of the RN Fggarcnt and also from the testimony
given by witness FUJIU«, 1t 18 c¢leur that he meant Colonel SHIGETO,
Colonel SAIGETO was sent out of the central military authorities,
together with other peoplc, because of his having had some relation
with the bMarch and October Incidents, and becausc of this, he was made
an objeet of the arny's "purging shift® of military personnele
witness FUJIT4 also gave his ovidence to this effocte




1 had several interviews with the Premicr to discuss the
Manchurian problems, but never had we any friction of opinion
between us. 1 always cdealt with the matters in accordance with
the fixed policics of the govermment, and whenever a new problem
arose, 4 fully discussed it with the Prenier and followed his
decision about it.

With regard to Premicr INUill's attitude toward the inter-
national problems, 1 never ncrccived in hinm agy sign of an
aggressive attitude., Not only Premier INUKLI alone, but the
Kwantung 4rry was eagerly wislhiing for the ideal procress of
Manchoukuo and that was all that they desired for this new countrye.
This fact has already becn clarificd before this Tribunal by the
will of late General HONJO and other evidcnce.
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PART II,

Next I shall refer to the question of official recogni-
tion of the state of Manchukuo. Primarily this question,
which was purely an internaticnal dirlomstic matter, was
under the charge of the Fareigr. 0ffice: accordingliy, the
Army did not take any s%ter in this matier and except foar
those problems which con~oriea th2 maintenance of peace and
order and problems of natiorsal cdefense that might arise
therefrom, I respected the opinicn of the Foreign Minister
and left everythine tc his 22-2,

Manchulmo, since Its fcurcation, had gradually become
a subject of discussion bctil in anéd out of Javan, and the
House of Representativsz, oa June 15t*h, made a resolution
at 1ts plenary sessicn %that an ofiicial recognition should
be given to this new sta:a, |

The government cf Japan, after casreful consideration
of the matter, decidec to follow the views of the Foreign
Office, which suggestéd that the new state was the result
of an internsl spiit of an independent nation and that recog-
nition of such state which acquired its legal independence
would not in any way infringe international law. Necessary
procedures were then taken and the formal recognition was
given on September 15th, whereupon the Japan-Manchoukuo
Protocol was signed and an arrangement was made for the ex-
change of Ambassadors.

Upon this formal recognition, the Kwantung Army was

charged with the new duty of garrison and joint defense of
the new state., This new additional duty meant that the en-
tire conduct of the Kwantung Army bore an international com-
plexion by representing the two independent countries =-
Japan and Mawne] ~ltuo, and so they made it their rule to con-
fer with the Marc.uovkuo authorities before they took any ac-
tion in connection with the national defense and maintenance
of peace and order,

Thus the situation made its natural development from
i1ts formstion to formal recognition, and along with this de=
velopment, Japsn found it necessary to determine her attitude,
toward this state of affairs. The government of Japan,from
her desire for the sound development of Manchoukuo as her
friendly neighbourer, decided tc give Manchoukuo, in compliance
with her request, all the necessary assistance in her power,
and by doing so, to take mecasures to prevent activities caus-
ing disturbances in Manchouiuo,

That Japan had neith:r tkz intention of making Manchoukuo
her cat's paw, nor violating intarnational law can be easily
ascertained frvm the speeches made by the Premier and the For-
eign Minjeter at the Imperisl Diet as well as from their an-
swers €0 the Interpellations at the Privy Council. This will
also be seen in the speech broadcasted by Mr. Ting, Premier of
Marrchoukuo, on the first annivergary of Manchoukuo's founda=-
tion, in which he expressed his zealous ideal of founding a
new state.

Personally I desired that Manchoukuo should develop
soundly along the line as was indicated in her independence
declaration toward the goal of becoming an ideal nation, and

would acquire every necessary qualification for an indpendent
country. when |

In the spring of 1934,/Mr. Henry Pu-Yi, Emperor of Man-
choukuo, visited Japan, I was given an sudience with him for
several hours. Mr. Pu-Yi eagerly and strongly emrh-~sized his
desire of establishing a happy land of ODO .ning's Way) and
at a later stage of the conversstion, he sent tne intzrpreter
away and talked to me face to face by way of writing on a sheet
of paper, his ambition of becoming the Emperor of all China,
thereby restoring his ancestoral old Chin Dynasty there.

12
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On this occasion I dored to give him advice and sald
that what the Fmperor should do was to cultivate the virtue
of Emperorship, as he had declared when he ascended the _
Throne, and to become worthy of confidence both in and out of
the country.

ps this conversation will show, there was not the slight-
est indication that Mr. Henry Pu-Yi would have become a too
of the Japanese government; on the contrary, there was even
a sign that he would take the initiative to induce the Japan-
ese government in the dircction he desired. -

The development of Manchoukuo after that was not quite
as it should have been. Discatisfied with this state, 1 re-
frained from attending the i0th anniversary celebration of
its foundation, and I broad~ast what I had in mind about
the situation. My views and belief on Manchuria had been
fully expressed in my talk with Lord Lytton and others.

As was explained in my speech at the 62nd session of
the Imperial Diet, Chang Hsue-liang's activitles, before the
formal recognition of Manchoukuo, of causing disturbances
jn Manchuria were carried out to such an extent that it com-
pelled Japan to take measures to settle the situation.

10. Pacification of North Manchuria, Kholombail and Jehol.

The pacification campaign of North Manchuria, Kholom=-
bail and Jchol was somewhat different in nature, inasmuch as
Manchoukuo had been founded and recognized by that time, and
the military action was taken to discharge the army's duty
to both Jaran and Marchoukuo. In other words, the c~rmpaign
was an actinn fvifiliZnz the army's duty as was provided in *@r
Japan-Manchoukio Frotocol, and it was nothing but a domestic
affair of Manchcuxun,

Pacificaticn campaign by the Japan-Manchoukuo Allied
Force over North Manchuria was executed because Ma Seng-shan
who had once pledged his loyalty to Manchoukuo plotted a re-
bellion of Su Ping-wen in December, 1932, and Jehol at the
end of February,1933, because of a rebellion by Tan Wanglin.

In carrying out thoze campaigns, I drew the special at-
tention of the General Sta®f to follow the government polilcy
so that the expedition to olombaili would not cause any bad
influence over Soviet-Japzn relutions and warfare in Jehol would
not expand itself over North lLanchurla. 1 further requested
them that their action shculd be based strictly on the Japan-
Manchoukuo Protocol and utrmost attention be made in bringing
about the termination of hostilities. I also requested the
maintenance of a very close contgct between the War Office
and the General Stoff.

In Kholombail district, we were assisted greatly by the
good will of the Soviet Union and succeeded 1n safely seving
the Japanese residents, and the pacification was ended at that.

In the Jehol campaign, the General Staff and the Kwan-
tung Army made it their policy to stop the advance of troops
at the line of the Gre=zt Wall, even at the risk of operational
disadvantage. There was once an occasion when the troops
marched over the Great Wall, but they were immediately or-
dered to return. This 2ction caused another attack
from the enemy, but our troops in a driwve
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after the retreating enemy, reached the Soo River and
stopped there. Thus the policy of the government and the
central army autkorities was strictly adhered to by the
troops of the Kwantung Army.

In the mesntiue, Chang Hsue-liang actually withdrew
from all official positions and an agreement was reached
and the T=2ngku Truce was signed between HO YING-CHIN
representative of the National Government and Major General
OKAMURA, Vice Chief of Staff and the representative of
the Kwantung Army. Further details of this will be given
by witnesses ENDO, SABURO AND TAKEDA, Hisashi,

11, Conclusion of the Tangku Truce Agreement.,

In compliance with the request of Mr. HO YING-CHIN,
Deputy Chairman of the Peking Sub-committee of the National
Government Military Committee, on May 25th, 1933, cessation
of hostility was discussed between Mr. HO and Ma jor General
OKAMURA, representative of the Kwantung Army, and the Truce
Agreement was signed on the 31st of May of the same vear.
The agreement was confirmed by the governments of Japan
and Manchoukuo in due course, and thus the hostilities in
Manchuris virtually ended.

The Kanchurian Incident was not primarily a war in
the sense of definition of internationsal law. Therefore,
there was no such procedure as a peace treaty. Only an
agreement was reached between the two parties as to several
arrangements to prevent occurrence of further hostilities
in the future.

Subsequently, the members of the government of Man-
choukuo and those of China met at the DAIREN Confercnce to
discuss practical routine matters concerning the maintenancc
of friendly relations between China =2nd Manchoukuo. Some
members of our government who were in charge of such matters
also attended the conference, but as the matter did not dir-
ectly concern the relations befween Manchoukuo and Japan,

I do not remember the details.

Thus the disturbances and hostilities which had been
rampantly prevailing all over Masnchuria at the time of the
Wakatsuki Cabinet which had created a potential danger, such
as would induce gt any time an all out clashbetween China
and Japan, were completely settled by me within one and half
year of my acceptance of War Ministership to the INUKAI Cabi-
net which succeeded the Wakatsuki Cabinet, and the mission
charged to the army of terminating hostillties was fulfilled.

12, Policies I adopted after the Tangku Agreement,

My most important mission as War Minister which was set-
tling the hostilities having been thus accomplished, I de-
cided to take this opportunity to establish plans to stabilize
several internal as well as external affairs, I set up the
following three main principles and determined upon their rea-
lization,

1. Stabilization of domestic state of affairs which had been
in absolute chaos since the beginning of the Showa Era.

2. Complete purification of the Army so as- to base itself
on the principle of the foundaticn of the Imperisl Army.

3. Improvement of foreign relations, thrcgh which to secure
peace of the world, and of the Far Fsst in particular.

In June, 1933, when the Imperial Diet closed,
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I set forth to establish a practical plan to execute these
principles.

The first thing I intended to do was to purify the
public mind by dispelling from Japan all the evil causes
accumulated since World ar I, paying ot the same time
speclal attention to the internal as well as external
state of affairs and to the specific feature of Japan's
national eharacter. The best way to accomplish this task
was to let the people appreciate the virtue of benevolence
of Hls Majesty the Emperor. One of the practical plans
for this purpose was to petition for the grant of a gen-
eral amnesty and to release both the right and left wing
political criminals and other eriminals with the exception
of those whose crime was of particularly atrocious nature,
and to give them firm warning not to repeat the same folly.,.

Secondly, I intended to stabilize the mind of people
of the rural district and fishing villages by establishing
means of relieving them from the extreme poverty in which
they were gt that time.

Thirdly, I thought it necessary to devise fundamen-
tal measures to settle the confusions and disturbances in
political-ard ideological circles.

My fourth intention was to find :wans to secure the
original character of the Imperial Ari.v whose reason for
exlstence was -in practicing morals, and let it thoroughly
understand the fundamental principles of founding the
army, so that the occurrence of ominous incidents, which
had been rather frequent in the past, would be prevented
in the future.

Fifthiy, Japan at that time was confronted with sev-
eral difficult international problems. I considered it of
urgent necessity to solve all of those problems by mcking
the utmost concession that we could afford, while making
full assertions on what we had to assert. What Japan
needed then was to determine the minimum extent of her self-
existence and protect her from being affected by the hither-
to precarious state of affairs in Europe,

Under these circumstances, what should have been
done before anything else was to secure peace 1in the Far
rast, and in order to do so, I determined to hold an inter-
natlonal conference among the countries interested in Far
Eastern affairs. My intention was first to establish
peace 1in the Far East and on the Pacific after thorough
deliberation upon pending matters among the participants
of this international conference, and then make it the cor-
ner stone on which to secure the world's peace.

The matter was, however, too grave to be decided in-
stantaneously. I spent the whole of July and @ugust in
studying practicability of this plan as well as in prepara-
tion of preliminary matters. In September I prepared a basic
suggestion for this plan, and suggested to the Premier to
make a definite plan based on my suggestions, so that it
may be presented for deliberation at the Imperial Diet.

Petitioning for amnesty seemed to me the most difficult
problam. On this question, I gained the approval of the Navy
Minister, and the suggestion was put to the Premier as an
agreed opinion of both Navy and Arnmy.,

There were several objections to the amnesty to be
granted to the criminals of the extreme rizcht and extreme
left wings. I maintained that however wrong they may have
been, their misconduct had arisen from their passion to im-
prove the future of their country and community.,

15
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It was the unfortunate circumstances in which they were brought

up or their narrow prejudice that had driven them to blindly
rush to such an extreme ideal. They were nonetheless valuable
subjects of His Majesty to whom His virtue of benevolence should
ecually be extended, I insisted that this was the characteristic
feature of our national polity, and endeavoured to realize it.

The cuestion having developed thus far, Premier SAITO order-
ed the pcéple of the government in charge of this type of work
to study the practical side of this plan, and, apart from this,
he succecsively held conrerences among the ministers who were
rclated 1o the subiect maiter of the plan, Five Minister Con-
feronces concerning foreicn affairs and national defense were
of'tea neld ard ctner Five Minister Conferences concerning rursel
disirizt prollems veing that they were a part of domestic politic-
al protlews were a'rs frecuently held,

I atternded these conferences together with Mr, MITSUCHI, Minister
of Raiiwys,,

Botr of these coalcrenzes met more than twenty times and the
gist ol the plawu wag thoroughly discussed by the end of the year,
There were several maticrs of which even definite plans were set
up,

The basic study of the plan showed due progress and a come
munique in the I'orm of 2 memorandum was given on matters cone-
cerniig forelign aifairs and nav.onal defense in October 1933,
Some very In;criath eclsions were reached sconcerning rural
district problems which were part of the problems for the dome-
stic cuwnell,

Iy intentlon was to establish definite plans for all the
suniect matiers by the end of January 193Z, when the Imperial
Dict was expecued o be conveieéd, and to pres=nt them tou the
Dict fur deliocrration, The gomrmment, army and Diet should
scckx for the siabilizatica of inlernal affa:»s by their res-
pecctive fuaction, and these efforts, comwdbined wich the activite
1e3 of tho diplomatiz branch would indues ke waole situation
LC oritnpe vne i Bastern Peuce Conference, '1Inis was my
inteniion and I did my best for iis realizatinmn.

As 1 devoted ny whole attention after zoneliuasion of the
Tangku Trucc Agroemcal, to this matteiry, L haa 1% much interest
in other probicss and ewen when I had some cbj<: -ion or differe-
ent opitilon on some matters, I usually let Zhen go at thet.

Un the Fiesh of January, 1924, while the plan was in the
midst of dciiocration, I fell seriously 311 arc "as confined
to bed. However, as T most eagerly wishel to exccute this plan
at anyr coet, I reconiiendcd Gencral HAaYaSHTI as my successor,
and I rezigned from tiic vost of War Hinister,

=y -hav time, the esscntial portion of my plan was still
beine Alscussed, part by part by the respective Cabinet Ministe-
ers but it was not yet ready to be presented to the Cabinet
mectiig. Such having becn the case, when I was resigning from
ny posh, I sent to the Premier this suzgestion of my plan,
togeuier with a lotter, expressing all my vicws and beliefs,
and asxcd nim to expedite the opening of the Cabinet Meciing
for this »lan,

Unfortunately, not only the general situation failed to
develop as I had expected but the internal conditions of the
army avthorities changed radically.pissatisfied with the state
of affairs I decided to avoid being matericlly involved in any
of the official matters, My successor, General HAYASHI, after
four months! tenure of office, had to resign for personal
rcasons and recormended me as his succcssor, but because of
this dissatisfaction, I persistently declined its acceptance,

In tho meantime, things complctely turned to the worse,
and after two ycuors from the time of my resignation, the 2,26
Incident forced mysclf and other senior membors of the army
to leave active service altogoether,

For two ycars from my resignation from the War Mnister-
ship to rctircment from active service, I occupicd the post

of a War Councillor, but not a singlc enquiry of important
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nature was made to me, and so there is nothing to state about

vhis perioed,

Mx-ther. this was the period when the internal condition
of the army was in absolute chaos, and as I was always placed
oulnide ibti nentral circles, I did not know the helm of
military ar{a’yrs at that time, All of these conditions will
be shown by documentary evidence and witnesses,

13, Ir*ernat-onal mr@uij Problenms,
Linlomatic affalirs were not under the charge of the
inister, As .'c A Minister, 1 only attended to what
203 were vader my charge and diepased of them in accorde-
i,a rﬁ?{,' desernined by ilke ecovernment and so
| miey ol Lioe diplomatic matters,
Dia: *vﬁ Ly i & cinlomatic affatir was vewally done upon

b:*.‘ﬁ‘“;*:* toa and opinnen of the Foreign Minister, When
1V had an inpor.ant, Lear 112 upon ouwer departments of the
government, tie MM:aister of gsuth Derariment was consulted,
and when 1t was sui'ficiently important as to be related to
aroments in & general way, it was usually dilscussed
“aoiaet meet'ng, Ctherwise, must of them were dise
' i~n of the Foreign IMinister,
international tecatles in connection
L1nadzny , the WAKATSUKI Cabinet had
riehs of self=C ’*ase, and the Premier
waim Monister o vhe ANUBAIL Cn) inet also several
Wres decsarad the continuation of this rignt of self-
that our action was with™n
uf(,n.._.t. about which ev -
hag reservec v _
%8G "“ﬁ-'m' of interiationai law rJeiflh“d,
B .defenze Jg condacted wrvil prossure by
d MENoNGo ¢s removed." Moreover, ther2 was a
cn December 10%h L97° ol +hae
| 3, ML w2l apD cved
negating fandil roons
, ENLG, e arm ed within ..o ewinsut of
poned on 1tae policy determined bj the government,
3 for e niohlers concerning inde ptnccnce of
Mpnchouhns auG LL3 pubsequent recognition, Premiers and
Foreignr wupiiters of the INUKAT and SAIN0 Cabinets gave
b';;wi T Loug ot the Imperial Diet and the Privy Council,
Irem aidd shat The independence was a natural result of
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«omal sviin of a nation conducted by her own people
»we rne Niac Power Treaty had not provided any restriction
sl ugtion, They further said that the independence

was Toalaved upon the basis of the historical background
in Min<hiwia. They quoted several opinions of some of
the suintars of international law and said that were seversl
Insler.ces in which the presences of foreign troops con-
troiount toward the realization of independence,

Lnueo explanations convinced all other members of
the eabinet and the army continued its action in cone-
formity with this fixed policy until execution of the
righc of sclf-dofense was no more required, As far as I
romember, all of these detnils were contained in the Vieows
of Japancse Government which were submitted to the plenary
session of the league of Nations,

The relation with the League of Nations had already
bcen eonsiderably aggravated before the INUKAI Cabinet,
perhaps duc to lack of mroper explanation of the situatian.
It was immediately prior to the formation of the INUKAI

Cabinet that the league of Nations decided to dispatech
its Enquiry Mission, This dicision was quite satisfactory

to us and the INUKAI Cabinet hoped that the Mission would

:17-




1‘II

Def Doe No, 2488
arrive at an accukate recognition of the situation based
on *the actuanl state of affairs, The army also expected
that the Enquiry Mission would make an untiased concluse
jon toward peace by having contact with the actual condit-
ions n the spot in the light of the historical back-
grouna,

As I have stated above, the policy of the INUKAI Cabi-
net toward Manchuria was irmediate restoretion and sube
sequent ma. ‘nterance of meace and crder, and Iy almed
at japrovesen’ of internaticnel relations by giv.ng
cooper~iion and correct understanding to the prodlems
amcng noticns,

"he aruy, also in eonformity with this poiizy,

minindz:d iis aill bary oot 10‘1 end devoted its efrforts
in immecdiately brinzing cboub the termiration of the
hoct!1iviss, The manner in whiczh the army udbu]r the
She w‘ al In-idcnt was a gcud inlicaticn of th3 icy
of the avm7y and iz overalli woohdaawas Lrom J+¢dgnﬂ1
ger/d Lo imprceve, mers3 oOr 1¢;5‘ Jeronts infernational
reclationg, Faecouraged wiida this fact, Le army continued
to ccrecnirate its effart oa this panﬂt.
marcdenca of Manchou'mio end its formal
e, o was glated above, by both the
yabineis, L kesping a wa*tch on the
: v and on the prervegquisite for peace
and oroer 1in J‘ﬁﬁﬂuriw‘ bath eabincie folliowed the natural
grov:th of ihie movemant zad when convinced of its healthy
pregeces, decaded to give % formal recogn*ticn. The
arny. ia coTormiiy with this policy of ithe government,

sti'ived to ;revent acticas disturbing the veace and order,
which had burely been restered aiter scveral uprisings,

and to diacharge its new task of Joint derense of the
state of Marehouxuo,

Wiun ;Lj“rd to the league of Nations, I knew that
the g(V*” ot had trried to obtain its understanding
by tcerdering th;m.wlltfun views of Lhe gcvernment on the
conolexily of tie choracter ol the Incicent and its
SUE L”' "'L..,,-_.r_. f‘u the mens of maintairing peace in the
futw e, Wher Mr, MATSCOZA vas dispeiuched by the
gOVRTIMaLY, 43 *f: wioriooténtiurr, the Ehvc:nmbnt had
decid-d 1us *wl'icy of stoying with the Leaguz a% all
coate A orear U0 SCeéhn a roper - unt ara*anj'nu, and
L thirk ket SLTUCNS W3 jlli wructed "10(3-:“"'(¢L1"+ 11__/,&

Tne wemy, olmo in confcrmity with {the gove:nment
pclicy, stoived o hring abcat a sitvation in whieh
Joeraa eotd row in with the league in ordsr to arford
tiiem a carrcer 1adershanding of the prcblem,

Hovaver, tnere worc co LLlﬂUCd disturbances and unrest
in varisus parts of anchut*a and before tnesec
hostilitics had Ywen egettled, the regoiviioca of the
prenory seccion of 1the league or Nations was reached,
[le hope of Japants gelting a2 true undere
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standing from the League having been thus frustrated, Japan
had no alternative but to withdraw from it in accordance with
the provisions of Article I and 3 of its regulations. Never-
theless, Japan declared to the world by an Imperial Rescript
and a government communique her determination of collaborating
with the world. This will also be testified to by documents

and witnesses.

1l;. My views and thoughts on foreign affairs.

Vhile I was in office, foreign affalrs did not come
directly under my jurisdiction, and accordingly, I could not
bring into practice my views on those matters. All I could do
was to discharge the duty of the army in accordance with the
fixed policy of the government. DBut in order to clarify thLo
~»ouncs on which my actions toward the international problems
were based, I feel it necessary to state herewith my fundamental

C2clory on international problems and the subseguent steps
¢ L undertook at that time,

(21 Relation with the Soviet Union.

I had been in Russia for many years and was one of those who
had a fond feeling toward and a good understanding of that country
iy article in the monthly magazine "Russia" correctly conveyed
my true sentiment. Nevertheless, I could not advocate the world
Bolshevization policy of the Third Internationale. My opposition
to this principle and measures against it was more iIntensified
when in 1923 and 19352 members of the Communist party plotted an
assault on the person of His Mg jesty the Emperor.

In fact, from the end of the TAISHO Era (about 1923) to the

earlier perizd of the SHOWA Era (about 1931), Japan was tho-
&

roughly zunjected to clandestine activities of the Communist

party manirested in the form of a labor conflict and other
political struggles of sinister nature, and the exlistence of the
country was enaangered as it never had been before. A publication
of Mr. Bezedovsky, the Soviet ambassador in Japan in 1926 and
19277, exnlaining the details of such activities, gave a deep warne-
ing to the world. I took it as the weakness in the ideological
status of Janan, and did not take 1t so seriously as to consider
that it strained ths relation between the Soviet and Japan.

I may say that 1 am not inferior to the Communist party in
the paseion to relieve the noor class of people, which, I under-
stand, 1s one of the tcnoets of that party. However, my belief
ls that 1f the administration under the Emperor based on the
original doctrine of this country is realized, not only the
poorer class of people, but the whole people 1n general can enjoy
better welfare without being forced to anything. This was cl=arly
manlfested iIn the message of one of the Emperors who said,
"Should there be a single person among the whole population who
is not given his proper place, we are to blame for that." I
believed that nelther violence nor crafty measures was reculred
in providing welf'are to the people. My opinion was if the
Soviet Union believed in communism, that was thelr affair and
we had no reason to interfere with it. Lvery country is entitled
to follow 1ite own policy 1in accordance with the 1lnternal condition
of that country. This having been my conviction, my opposition
to the Third Internationale did not go as far as to advocate
interference with the Soviet Union.

-19=
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I felt at that time the necessity of taking self-defensive measures
against the menace of eastward Anfiltration of the Scviet jirflvence and
of the very active policy of the Third Inuternational of boishevizing the
whole werid, but never had I felt the neccgslity of preparaticn of any
positive military action against the Soviet Undon, to say nouning of
taking sucn action,

To cope with this menace of the Soviet Union, there may have been
several “egseerches and suggestions among the people whote duly was to deal
with such matters, and I believe those in charge of the matviere would
have deviced measures within the extent of their duly, but I have reason
to believe that such measures should not have w:iceeded the exlent of
researci.. 1he research aileged by the nroecicttion to have been made by
KAWIDE and KASAHASRA would have been one of their opinions as nmembers of tre
Gencral £La’f, but whatever it may have been, it had no relatiocn with ac,
As far as I knew, no positive plan of the responsible suthorities szainst
the Coviet Union erivted, On the contrary, the fact was that the army

had once placed .much expectation in the change of policy of the Soviet
Union.

To the conclusion of that Non-Aggression Pact, I wes not necessarily
opposed in principle, but I seriously and carefully listened to public
opinion that before signing such pact as the Nun-Aepression Pact, all
the pending problems between the two countries ought to be settled upon
the basls of sincerity by both perties, as otherwlse, the nact was
destined to fall and was spt to leave cause for future trouble.

I do not admit the conclusions and the allegation tendered in
evidence by the prosecution against myself, When I nointed out the
obscurity of the borders of Outer-Mongolia, it was not from an agzressive
intention toward Soviet as it was a defensive precaution, Tris can be

easi.y ascercained from the other parts of the sentence around that
eXpression,

I sincerely hope that good Russians will peaeefully diorlay thelr
rich natuwral gift,

(b) Relation bstween China and Japan,

With regard to the relation between China and Japens we tave been told
since we were chiiliren how 2agerly our seniors of high ideals and expsriences
endesvorelt, sirce the MEILSL E.a, to secure-a firn and nozlully “relerendonce
for Chira our good and Jeizndly neighbour, and thereby Lo ciiig nave-ress
to the necplc of our i.i10 'y natione Such emiressicd an INLUN VOEHU
(same caeraciel’ arnd same race) and SHINENL HCLHA (reiatblon bebwoen 1ineg
and teetl, and vheels ainf axly, were of'Len used 1o denole how Lie reiacion
between China and Japsan should be, This was how ny osriginal coucepllon
of China was formed, .and I beiieve it was the same with all the »2cnle who
had some interest in Chinc, lly article ian the magazine BUNGWI SHUNJU
entitled "'c Presiaent Chiing Lais--shizk and appeal to my brethen' expresses
my view and c¢onceplion in this matter,

Ny
r
4
"‘-‘ 1

I advocated that the cooperation of China and Janan should be based
upon the promcticn of Oriental culture which is further based on the union
of eastern znd wesbern culture, I exprescsed this opinioen of mine in 1925,
when I had a cheice of {alkinrnz to some of the Chinese neonle in Shanghail
who are now ercsged in ivportant tasks as leaders of that eountry, As for
the means of briaging sbovt perfect independence to China 4 I had the
occasion of giving my persor.al sugpgestion to rPresident Chisng Kai.-shek in
the spring of 1932, through the stat'f of the Chinese Legation in Japan,

China is destined to be our friendly neighbor, 1 most sincerely.

P
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desire perfect independence for this country, but never had I dreamed
of her division, This 18 the reason why I always quote the Outer Mongoliesn
and Sinxlig problems for comparison.

I viewed the Manchurian Incident as a kind of explosion of a situation
which had been brought to the Lurating point by variegated historical
backgrounc and the complicated state of affairs of Manchuria at that time,
and the expicelon resulied in the indeperndence declaration by the people
of Manchuria. 1In other words, it was the natural result, caused by the
influence of the mass of the people, which could not have been stopped
merely oy tlie st:Cugbh of a limited number of peonle, without first
correcting 143 ceupe, L1f China wanted to get rid of this sinister
inciden®t, she shcald have devised adequate measurer immediately after
World War I aul for a nerscn like myself who was charged to deal with this
Incident from itc half wey mark, the first necessity was to put sn end to
the hostilivies, 1 cousidered that Af Marcihr.*ia ghould turn out to be an
ldeal haopy iand, whether politically independent or not, and galned the
approvel of the weirld, its relation with China and neace in the Far East
for that matter could be soumenow udad justed in the future and I deslt with
this matter alung this train of thought, What I reslly hsd in mind was
to welcome Ttlhe crcation of an ideal happy land on a part of Chinese soil,
in anticipscion of reaghllitation of its mother land,

When I saw the Manclurian nennle who had been under the hard rigors
of 1liviny, I could noil help praying for realizatiocn of an icdeal hanoy land
of ODO (Xi:nzie Wy as had oiuei been taiked of by the leailerg of
Manchuiria., ¢ wag nol avself aione, but all the neovie of braiader views
who had the same orinion ags abuve. The main thinz was tec bring neace
Immediatzly between China and Japan and 1et the worid recoznize the
fact, Hegdjusctment of relations between China and Manchoukuo could bé
thereaiter easlly ecconnlisied.

Wibth thie viaewr in g2n4§, 1 cortiﬂorei as War Minister that what was
required roct o gently wag Lo torrinate e liztice, 7This wasg Lae reason
why 1 evacautad a... tie Jansn.ste ciouns 2ron Sheankhal, aad sdvecated after
the Taigku Touce dgvcument, toe ouetung of & Fer Wegsarn 2zace Confarence,
This will be jrcve. v wilnera and !

The Me o Polc Tieidens occuriel fow years after cha Tangka Truce
Agreement. 1t vwouol hd.".._...:_v be necensary to say thet this incident had
no relation 1o “he Vanchurian Ircident, 1 acceded o the request of
Premier KCUCYE, accenved the post of Cabinet Uounc:illar and Wducatlon
Minister 1n his cebinets. The object of the Premicr was to let me find
means oo “evulnate the China Incident, I did my best to comply with the
request of “he Premier, but my power was not strong enough to bear anr fruit
along this liire,

On the occasion of the Nanking campaign, I opoosed the act of occupying
the enemy carital, I thought it was detrimental to the feeslings of the
people of both ccuntries in the future, This was why I denlored the
occupation of that city,

It was then I thought of the poem of seven stevs of Tsao Tzu-kian,

It is my belief that Af the leaders of China and Janan and the leading
countries of the world had a little deever anpreciation of the relations
between china and Japan, the Marco Polo Incident would not have had such

repercussions as it did,

It was from these same views that before the occupation of Canton and
Hankow, I made my suggestions and opnosed the military action against those
cities, However, at that time I was not a member of the army authoritles,
nor was I keeping contact with the ectusl state of affairs and so my hopes
were not fulfilled, I have never dreamed of aggression agsinst China and

21
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never acted accordingly., In fact, I placed my utmost imnortance in the
cultural and spiritual unity between China and Japan,

(e) Relations with the U.S.A. and Britasn.

I sm not n so~called pro-Anglo-Saxon, nor nm I, of course, an anti-
Anglo-Sexon, I am a Jronenese., 1 can not bear the sight of Jaban being

held in contemnt by others or being reduced to destruction. Moreover, I
am of the oplinion of obeying Eis Majesty the Emperor and bringing about
peace and welfare upon the basis of the ariginal doctrine of Jaban, I
believed so and I have practiced so, This was not an opinion formed

from so—called divine-inspirationism or from dogmatic ultra-nationalisn,
On the contrary, I trust it is a most humsane principle agreeable to the
world’s cunipresent natural law, With this nrincinle in mind, T did not
try to caler to the current trend of meking omnipotent Germany and Italy,
Beceuse 1 did not do so, I was sometimes blamed and asbused as a pro-Anglo—
Saxon, It has not been my practice to flatter or fawn upon others, I

was sometimes unscruplous in commenting upon what seemed to me »rong, and
warned about the same, but I wag never reluctant in oraising what I believed
to be rigat, Above all, I cennot heip feeiing grateful throughout my

1ife to the obligetion under which I was once piLaced., On such an occasion,
1 always expressed my gretitude whatever the reason for the obligation:
may have been, It was in this sense that I opposed the suggestion that
the monument of Commodore Perry in KURIHAM should be removed, I expressed
silmiloar types of opinions on several occasions, It was one thing I could
not understand why, because of my above belief and attitude, I should have
been celled during the war by the opportunists and by those who were
obsequious to the current trend to be an unnatriotic pro—-Anglo—Saxon,

It was my consistent idesl that war should not be waged to sotisfy
meaningless desires, Excent for some snecial occesions, war is apt to leave
behind it certain aftermaths of versonal feeling, J2pan hed never foucht
against the U.S.A, or Britain, On the contrary, it was my belief that
Japan had been under the nbligation nf those twn countries for the past ten
yeers in connection with the erisis with which Japan had been confronted.
Britain in particular was our a2lly for meny yesrs in the nast, and to the
UeS.As vhile we had owed her much financially, there was not the slightest
friction of feeling,

There had only been a slight unpdeasant feeling between the two nations
in connection with the racial problem and the "Washington Confefience,
However, even on these matters, I think there was sufficient understanding
among the people of learning and fame in the U:S.A. and Jepan, Furthermore
I did not teke 1t any more than as a mere political oroblem, in which there

wes not the slightest factor of danger for the relations between the two
countries,

To be quite frank, the relation between the U.S.A. =2nd Japan after
the Manchurian Incident had not always been a pleasant one, Of course
each party must have had its own reason to remein so, but the main thing
ninged upon sentiment and misunderstanding, and I believed it was nnot so
deeply rooted as would comnletely destroy the friendly relation which had
exlsted between the two countries,
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During the time of the Manchurian Incident, I was one of
those who was worried over the genergl situation of the world, I
had had sincere faith in Britain's refined diplomacy and the U.S.A.

power of enfurcement, and upon those I placed much expectation to
scve the world from the deterlorated situation facing it.

I exp?essed my opinion to many of the well=informed people
of learning and Tame jn both Britain and America and wanted to ade
just throg L nu;e peorie the application of the sanctions of the
League coi [ 59 and a"so, more importantly, to prevent the ex-
plosion of deral unrest which was then prevailling all over
the wcfiﬁ* avea I mas doing much good for the sake of world
peace., 2.:G ;J_gu“eély warned them that unless steps were taken
along tTnac ;ite a3 L sugsested, the situation in Europe was suggest=-

3
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Tv was a.s0 from my fear of the above that I desired that
those people improve The method of avplication of the sanctions
of the League of Noticns, based more upon the actual facts than
anything e.ise,

1+ looked to me that the U.,S.A. had maintained an indiffer-

ﬁht attitude having stayed ou®tside The realm of the League of

tiorns., cxd thereiore, was 1h a position to make a calm and unbias-
ed fudgnent o the worlﬂ!s state of affairs and Britain was also, i
my oninici, 1n e came positicn, because of her rich experience in
dealiing wiin impcrveant international problems. The rest of the
countrics were, I Thougas, too busy in rehabilitating the damages
of Worid Viar 1 to do anything else,

1 had bron rccogrwzed as having the power of maintain-
1*’ Jy 0T ibe Far Eas Ty and so L considered that much

T ﬂ;:t iluted to the worid's peace if those three countries,
Japen, U.S.A. and Britcin, discvssed the basic policy of peace in
the woria witnhout prejudice and bias.

Because cof this conviction, I had deliberate discussions
over thec worid's s%ate o210 affairs since the outbreak of the Man
churian lIncident wicth Sir Lindiey and other successive British
Ambassadors tﬂ Japan and ke jor-General Piggot, British Military
Attzcne ond ocuherz, L also aopealed to the learned American people
to cal.. :P:Lr avieniion to the situation in the E=st. Mr. Releigh,
lecturer of vue Uxford University was another person with whom -

I h o hcecarvy daiscussion, I also appecaled to a group of foreigners
in ny spe-ci at haruizawa in the summer of 1934,

L~ these speeches and discussions, I frankly indicated
trhe points on which I thought there should be self-reflection and
reeonsiceration on the part of the U.,S.A. and Britain. It had
not veci: my practice to flatter, nor was it my habit to comait
myse L U2 anything unreasonable, to say nothing of the abuse of
armed Lo ce,

It had been my belief that world peace could only exist
if people based their conduct upon warm=heartedness and Jjustice
of natural law, restricted their selfish desires and conceded tH
others to the utmost to such an extent as would not impair theilr

self-existcence,

At the time when the question of importation of Siamese
rice was much discussed in Japan, I insisted that we should endure
some economical disadvantages to accede to the request of Siam so
that we could express our appreciation »nf the warm friendship

that Siam had shown us for many years in the past. 1 explalned
this to the people of rural districts in order to gain their under=-

standing of the question.
- -
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Wren we had an occasion of negotiating with Lancashire in
connection with our exportation of cotton piece goods, I insisted
that we should make the best possible concession in the negotiation
and shou'd not effeet any wurdue pressure upon lLancashire, and
that all international prodlems snould be settled from a broad
noint of view. This conduct of mine was always based upon the

- —

belief as I hove stated abovee

Tt was my opinion that in facing the actlvities of the
cnpue of Nationg or fulrililing the provisions of la%ternational
treaties, Jazan chouid-nways gstarid on this belief, that by no
sans shou 3 zhe lose 5. 2T 0L her aliinate ooleect In SeleCting
ans. I advczatad from the same bellcl “hat those who had power
onid be rig nd those who were right chouid hsve power., The
idea of power to power dIinciple was one thing I detested most,

T palieved thot all of these asserticias could be fully
understood »y Pritain and Americz, and reartily desired that by
understandineg %them, (iQYy WCU. ortrinrce e tne neace of the world,
I feel aztamcd in being even aliuded o as a person advocating
world domination or agzression & expansion,

My lIdeas

In 1895, T was much disturbed with an incident known as
WPhree Pouer 1nserferenae’ whick resulied 1n Janan'!s retrocession
of Lizobtuyz, and it caused me 1o jcin Tae army to defend the

motheirLa.14 .,

I vartieinatzd in Yhe Russo«~'apanese War when 1 was a
Lieutenani. Tz Teouvid war ., ¥ w2E WITE che: Russian Army at the
eastern front of Furcpe and had adsple onrariunitles of witnessing

the true mture of war aa’ig the clvliizod COwAlIlesS.

This erxperience afiectcd great ~he viaws of war which 1
had had by inhos wime, and becaws thz seCOLG epochal veriod 1in
the history cf my :dacloZy. ‘Ol €852N0€ 01 Uy =W ideoioey was
that war, 1f jfueviiake.e, shculld be Lhe war off humea bsirgs not
the struzgle aaoag w-asis. 1 camd To nave Hew 2aas as To weapons,
style of fighiing anc _5iLDLeEL ror nasional Cafence, and with a
view to lesscn ne wWir CoALdge ! an arpeal basedé on thils
idea to the peovie boin in for the past trenty years.

arnllal with +he ahove advocacy, 1 speculated over the
basis of peare, numily, tre means with which o avoid the occurrence
of var., I cam2 to the ccnclucion that the existirg international
treaties alonz were net only virtwally insuiflicient 50 avoid war,
put they sonctimes caused war, and 1 intended to improve this short-
coming.

There were numerous calses of war, but economic pressure,

nenace on celf~existence, denial of the special characteristics of
~ nation a= racial prezudice constitute their priacinel part and
so far nc trhey were not completely eliminaced, war was unave dable.
The metrod of maintalning peace by way of keering a certaln oalance
af armam>.c among the nations was nothing tut a camouflaged peace,
vhich couid be easily broken by Q& miscsniculation on the part of a
nation over ‘ne balance of her armament and that of other natllons,
Once the versc was broken, the scaus of eguipment ard installation
for war and Ll'e selected arms of praecision would give cause tO
boundless ca .arity. I, therefore, coneideraed it the daty of a
civilized naticn o go a step forvard to study the fundamental
cause of war, and take every possible opportunity to propagate this
idea to the people of the worlid.

Therc wosmother point to be considered. Alter World War I,
a disruption toock viace 1n the world of thought dividing the whole
world into three idaeological circles, and each circle contested
one another beyond the barrier of economy and living.
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I perceived a danger of inducement to war in this conflict
of thought, I drew attention of the people to the necessity of
seceuring a fundamental ideal for establishment of peace, and in
order to achieve this purpose, I advocated the amalgamaéion of
enstern and western culture, enhancement of the spirit of mutual
concessicn, and, in order heighten the sense of sympathy I advocated
KODO (Impecrial Way).

: ndsavoured to harmonize the interests of the world
we motential calamity, but unfortunately most of the

o +he werld ware indifferent to this advocacy because of

of reccgnition ui' this fundcmental ideal and each rushed

forward uo o-vand its “nflaence into the world according to its
long ertericined cr newly harboured idecal,

Afier Worid Wor I, two world offensive movements occurred
with the suonort of azred force, one was the World Bolshevizing
Movement and the otner was Nazism as a totalitariar nation. Japan's
~ttention was drown to this ard the necessity cf self-defense ime
pressec heir. I pcrsonally considered ithat the most effective self=

defense could be carried out by promoting the sense of morality
and justice.

~4merily, my views of peace or views of 1life do not admit
of terricoricl ervansion, Amneligomation of a nation which had 1ts
ovn race o~ histdiry wes one thirg I definitely rejected. 1 sald
it was ore thing tovnrotect the lund of thelir ancestors and 1t was
quite another o expand it. 1 considered that a land other than
its oyn couid be developed as & scurze of raw materials under the
srineiric of rutual belp. That was way . chjcceted to the amalgama=
tion o° ¥o-ca and althougn I was abro2d vhen L took place, I sent
a letter Lo my seaior, erpressing ny viewv ard insisted that Japan
should cooverate with Korea by respecting 1tTs civilization.

“uch Loving been my views, I can clearly declare that never
in my life hzve 1 entertained an idea of aggression, to say nothing
of world cominoticn.

T may be allowed to express my views, such ambition as
territoricl erpa=nsion is ncthing but an infantile glory which 1s
far from permconens velfarc.

With pesard to Menshiria, I accepted the post of War Ministc
vhen Mancrie~ia was in a turmoil of disturbances, Ay whole-~hcarted
attentisn wis cavoted to nothing but tarminatire the hostlilities,
As T wao = ooeply impressed solely with the miscrable conditions
in wnich, or~ Marchurian people lived I took a syrmrathetic view in
the estoblishiaant of a happy land of King's Way (koro). fFurther,

I was taverasly impressed when, after the foundation of Manchuokuo,
by the z~uiove aspiration of the Manchurian people, the leaders of
that nci- ccintry made Confuciasm, a doctrine orieginated in Chilna,
their 1.’ .. 'ila for creation of an ideal country. The complicated
interr- . .onal problems of Marckuria had not slipped out of my mind,
ut siacc 12 independence had been declared, I wished from this

sense of rcrality, the rcalizotion of an ideal nation.

However, as time passed% it did not develop in the way
i

thot I hod hoped and several petitions and bitter criticisms of

the Mpnchuarian people reached my ears- Worried over this situation
~s T hove stated in the above, I deciined to go to Manchuria to
celebrate her tenth anniversary of independence and did not attend

the celebration held in Japan.

I have already stated that my views of war, nation and peac
+hich I had had since my participation in World War I, were definit
ly opposed to imperialism, exciusive egoism and the coersion

w BD -
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control principles My conduct was always coherent to this principle, 1 feared
that the manner in which the péwers, aftar Vorld Var I, dealt with Germany
were portent of future trouble. FPressures which all the countries that won -
viectory over Germany, (including Japan) imposed upon this dcfeated country

as vwell as the attitude of the newly awakened Germany toward the world were
quite precarious from the standpoint of world peace, and because of my aofore-
mentioned views, I exnressed my desire, vwhenever I could, for the allevia-

ticn of such conditicns,

Historically, the strained situation of Japan in the past has
been continuous, bui as far as I was concerned, I had my own ideal as above
stated and because of this., I disassociated myself from the movements
before and ater my tenvre of Var Minister. I went my own way in accordance
with ry ideal, and éid now tuke any action in cconcert with the people who
had diffeient views, On the other hand, I endeavoured to propagate my ideca of
international morality ancd beliefs throughout the world.

15¢ Asrmamcent and my peoliey in directing the Army.

The equipment and strength of our army was sc poor that it was not
even as good as that of Poland., In 1921 the army authorities desired to raise
the standard of armament of the entire Japanese Army to only half of that of
the other powers at the time of Viorld Var I. For this purpose, a bill of
approximately 460 million yen for running expenses for ten years was presented

to the Diet and was duly approved. Hoviever, the payment cf the whole amount
was succcssively postpened and in 1931, which wasg a year before the
Manchurian Ineident, the sum of 360 million yen was still left unused., That
is to say, not even one quarter of the original plan was accomplished,

I had my own view toward the establishment of the army and war, “hich
which I had harbored since Vorld VYar I, I believed in the necessity of modern
equipment for an independent nation, but I had never dreamed of comploting
armament for the sake of waging ware. I regarded the army as a symbol of
mornality and placed more importance on its spiritual element, I felt the
necessity of 2 completion of armament, but I never considcred its completion
in connection with preparation for aggressione On the ccntrary, my opinion
was just the revorse, Hovever, I could not bring this ideal of mine into
practice, having been disrupted by thecnectbpitf of tdattlifike tHe wandharian~
Eﬁdﬂf..héhgmu.u ‘ In-uifdent .

1 It vas also from this idezl of mine that in 1932 and 1933, 1
conceded the sum of 15 million yen and 10 million yen respectively from the
army budget to the Navy and cooperated with the Finance 0ffice and Navy Office.
I thought it would be detrimental to the credit of Japan if the army and
navy disagreed with each other for a2 matter of a small amount in the budget
and if, because of this, the Navy Minister should resign from his poste. 4s
far as the army was concerned, serving the country under the complete harmonyy
of the army and navy was its first moral duty and accomplishment of this mis~
sion was ccnsidered by it much more impatiant than a monetary question of ten

or fifteen millicn yen,

The army budgets in 1932 =2nd 1933, excluding the budget for the
Manchuriam Incident, was about one hundred and seventy million yen each and
there cre virtually no increases in comparison with those of preceeding
yearse (n the contrary, 1933 showed some decrease. New installations and
equipment which had to be provided to cope with the incident viere paid by
appropriating the budget of the following year, Under such circumstances,
any positive preparation of war was impossible.

The army budget for the Manchurian Incident while I was War Minister
was one hundred and forty or fifty million yen each for the two successive
years, Aafter the recognition of Manchukuo, the army was charged with the
added task of Manchurian national defense by the provisions of the Japan=-
Manchoukuo Protocals 4lso, there was some reinforcement of railway guards in

compliance with the expansion of the railways to be guarded, but this did not
involve any material increase of expense, In attemding to the joint defense

cf Mauchoukuo, the military installations in Manchoukuo were limited to those
of a defensive nature, and nothing was undertaken by way of offensive action.
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Egtablishment of railway lines, unification of communication
systernis and exploitaetion of natural resources were the reasonable
nececsities for a new state on her way to development; also from the
necessity of meintaliing law and order. It was nothing mare than an
ordinary step that a newly born nation should take, and Manchukuo merely
did it. It is definitely wronz and groundless to accuse that Japan made
lanchuria a militaristic base for aggressive war, To further support this,
the 2ilitary instaldlations in Manchoukuo were limited to those of defensive
nature .

g L have stated before, my view of war and view of national
defense, waich J Lud barbored since World War I, was fundamentally different
from those of other pewrle. Therefore, armanents of powers did not attract
my attention and 1 did not approve any imperialistic policy or irmoral equip=
nent, whether militarisvic, ideological or economnic. The armament was

consequently carried out in view of this cconsideret ion.

In the administration of military affairs, I abolished discrimie~
nation in treatment between the rich and the poor. I also denounced the
system of puying rioney to becore a cadet and equaliged the opportunity :in
military service, Eecouce of this change some of the college students who
wanted to boceone cedebs, may have sought some preparatory military knowledge
out of their desire tor enlighicnmé®nt, 1 contend that this cannot be called
militarizacion of cduction,

be

+ also established a poliey which I believe to/\the basic conditions
for the purification of the armmy and intendsll for the improvemntmthe treatment
of war wounded, :

oince this was my principle even in armamcnt, L can definitely say
that there was not the slirhtest truth in the testiuony of witness OUCHI that
during ry tcnurc of office as Wgr Minister, I niditarized school education,

The guiding principle in my direction of the amy was first to

reke an arcy based upon morality, the principle upon which the arny was founded
and second to let 1t dispiay its characteristics as an arry which observed the
mperial way. J1n order to realize this, refeor to my purging in the aftermath
of several disastrcus incidents in the paste This was the rcaesunn why I cone
ducted shilts of several of the military personnele I did ry best in quiete
ing the yourz oificers who had been dissatisfied with the situation and in

he May 15 "ucidant, there was not one participation in it by any army officer
and 1 am proud ©o say that throuzhout my tenure of office as War Minister,

there wae n ot a sinzle case of any such unlawful actione.
L further endeavored to eliminate the Prussian type from the amy.
1l insisted that the troops should further the virtue of the army to such an
extent vhat they would nd cause grudge from an opponent, 2and to win the favor
and respec’ of inhabitants wherever they might be stationeds Our amy in thosc
days was apt to be:i1deologically confused with the Prussian arny and such
ccneception needed corrections 1, first of all, wanted some of the rembers of
the cabinct to understand this spirit and with it to rectify the camon mis=-
concertion that armament was for the sake of waging ware 1 determined that
this muot be thorouzhly understood by the whole public and whenever possible
expreosed ny views in speeches and other writings.

vith regard to the strained situation of Japansl requested the
carnest reflection of the people over the currcnt problems and mwged them to !
place thier first importance in the pranotion of moralitye

The real reaning of ryy speech entitled “Emergency Japan® which was
offered in evidence by the prosecution can be moved by many other specches
bearing "emcrgency” in their titles. If the whole of this speech is read
without preéjudice, 4 believe the real intention of mine will be understood.
The process of manufacture of this film and the inpression that this film
zave to the spectators will also be a good indication of the intention with

L

which 1 made this speeche

Lll of those speeches were rinde with a view to introducing ry moral
views which 1 gained through ny experience in world Var 1,
27 -
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What underlics the Impericl Reseript greonted by the lote Erpperor
lelJl to the army and navy personncl is the sonsc of sineerity. The
prcsent Emperor showed in his Imperiol Reseript granted when he cscended
the Throne thot the true prineiple of the foundetion of Jopan wos based
vpoil the spirit of benevolence. I advoccted thet the army should obscrve
t.c prineiple of thesce Impericl Rescripts cnd should exert their best to
discherge its duty. My intention was to enhence, by my cdvocacy, the
virtuc of bencvolence of the Emperor emong the people, and this was, I
thought, tho first step to let the troops completcly become cware of the
truc spirit of the Imperiel srmy. By their efforts, I believe I succecded,
even 1n the slightecst degrece, in removing imperinlistic thought from the
orry end olso from the people end prevented them from egoisticel conduct.

16. Militery diseipline during the Manchurian Ineident.

The Mrnchurian Incident erose from what had been vitally important
to Japen, 4s the ultimate object of this incident was to bring peace
end welfare to both Japanese end Chinese netionels, the officers and
soldicrs of the Jepenese Army et the front es well as the generesl public
in Jepen were sympethetic towerd the Menchuriane and other pcople on the
spot. Thc hostilitics werc not of the naturc of a declered wer, end so
all the ceptives were immediotely rcleesed and werc given cssistance to
engege 1n poaceful work. Thoese who were in distress were given relief ™.
funds. These facts were made clear by the report of those who inspected
conditions therc. Therc was not o single cese of messcere or violence,
nor wes there eny renort mede to thet effect. lord I¥ton's Report
cdrnitted this fect.

The incident which was reported by the Chicago Tribune as having
occurrcd near SENKINS.I yns nothing but a minor skirmish between a small
squoad and -2 body of local bandits. This was exezgerescd and mede the
subject of propagenda as wes the usual praectice with the Chinese people,
and the propagonda vwes reported by Mr. Powell end weos inserved in the
paper =8 1t was. This is clear by the testimony of Mr. Powell hinself,
and the sane may be supported to some extent by the protest of the -
Jopenesc consul. The skirmish wes too small to be reportcd to me, g0 I
did not know of it. |
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17. The circumstances under which I beceme Cabinet
Councillor in the First Konoye Cabinet,

oince ny withdrawel from active service in lMarch
1936, I haed not been quite satisfied with the state of
arfalirs and was leading a life of a retired man. During
that vime Lhere was an occasion when, at the outbreak
of the Thins ixzzident in July 1937, I was extremely worried
about The situation end suggested to Prince KONOYE my
view on means of bringi:gz about peace,

1t haprnened in September 1937 that Prince KONOYE

-

who was the P:imu m.ilaLer at that tiric sent for me,
When L osew niim, ne was very much worried about the China
Incident and aaked %2 i 1 hed eny i1deca &s to the

mears cl saving the eituation. It was the time when the
Seccnd cShanghzi Incident had broken out and the situation
was realily serious.

1 told him that if a frontal clash between China
and Japan should takc place, it would not only be
against the policy of our country, but would also cause
great difficulty ior Jaran from the operational viewpoint.
I sug_fs:cd tlhiat he should aou Lt. Gen. OB.T.'S opinion
about :lcse muhters, but he toid me that he hed had Lt.
Gen. CA4.T.'s npinion alreacdy and that from his opinion
he was >re coavinced of the gravity of the situation.

He s5>d ¢that 1T was the reason why he came to me and wanted
my unreserved cplaion for saving the situation.

I told him that since the state of affairs had
developed to such an extent as those existing, it would
req’iir2 a persou with strong influence among military
CLTC..256, not a retired soldier like myself, to settle
the aifair. I added that in any case, Prlnce LONOYE would
require a greet dzal of resolution to cope with the
situation,

n the nesntime, Premier KONOYE set up an
organizevion 2f ngipct Councillors and about ten people
INC.ULLY, My32.T Ware aPPointed the Cabines Councillors,
the o<jeet ¢f ¢thais c.g?q1zaJ¢cn was V0 seek suggestions
o cneckK the expansion of the incident and to settle it,

The functions of the Cebrinet Councillors and
ny suggestions to the Premier,

ire Cabinet Council was not organized into a
regular sry<tcem of a council, Its memiers ware to make
their irlividuel suggestions to Premier KONOYE and the
Counci’. liad no recognized right of resolution. The
Covanziliers were to meet regularly ocnce or twice a
wea«, rocwever, 1t was to hear the latest information
froa vLe sovernment or to exchange each other's views,
end no. ©o discuss any fixed agenda.

[,s the KONOYE Cabinet 4id not place much importance
in this systen, the Cabine5 Conncil waz gradually reduced
to a nominal existance and a Councillor was an honcrary
post for which no pay or other Iorm.;f treatimeat was given
[t the time when tth syctem was es%ahlished, Uhe China
Incident had considerably expaaded and tne troops had
reached somewhere near Nanking.
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I submitted ny opinion to the Premier saying that
to attack and subsequently occupy the capital of China
would only make the whole situation more serious than over
and would create a considerable hindrance to the readjust-
went of China--Japan relations in the future. 1 suggested
that peace should be sought before this campaign took
place. -

n_l the Courcillors were of ore or less the
sanle oyinicn, and 1iae goverinpment ALY CIrivies secmed TO
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Slfib_g,r_ Dowevar, Wwhav wes laCxi g witlh the government
autn. sLtLes was & resclute eniriastlion 1o push through
their [ Jilcy, Waereap L militery sction waich was under
the div=zaCien ¢l b Cuzsreme Comand gained mere ilnlluence
eve:y 2y and resu.lled in the further aggravation of the
situa. il

L thiuk it was around this time that a peace
negotiatics was made tahrough the zood offices of Mr. Trautman,
German JLncassador in Chiaa .11 of the councillors were
lookinz forware to the success of this negotiation. bdut
the Iopearned fwuf_,._) on Lhr? "ur"‘ of‘ ne Japusinzie _,ove:r'nment
wers Irusuiraced, ! s B Yo vagshiclipate
in the deiiteratica of this 3 - _;;«*'_”'rm «nd accordingly
wer2 0ob anfocrimad of ils aewailis. However, they eagerly
P QoL (PN LL-4 wWils - P Dl ;'.f 1ii &rn apstirace manaer, to
acoonaniish This regoviation, until it proved in valn on
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couvnzillors are chargea with etroclicles

Lnzy ned nuiLDCT the auun;rlty nor
)7 g such &n 1ncidaat.

., the Covncillors, whose duty from its
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18*z2nces in which I became Fducation
vne svate of affairs during my
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Prince KONOYE, from his sincere apprehension over
the si+uacion, and desiring tc devise couanver n=an
agaiust it, deternined at the end ol Jay; weo Ies: u;:le his
Cazinet, and selected as ministers the Izollow.ng HNemoers
from the Catinet Councillors. Genzvnli UGLEK. Wal
appointed Minister of Foreign 'Fff':”, Mr . LKEDA,
lflinister of Finance and concu.rent 'finister o1t Commerce
and Industry; and muself 1. nisu2arT f Financz2 anc
concurrently Liinister of Ccatacrce and Industriy;
and myself [linister of Educet: ﬂn. He then appointed Lt,
General IT.G/LKI as Wer Minister. I had sone expectation
for this renovated Cabinet, but Premier KONOYE, after
the renovation made it his practice to confer on current
problems only with the Five llinister Conference comprised
of Illinisters of Vler, Navy, Foreign and Finance, and other

llinisters were not invited to the discussiocns,

- ——
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it that time military operations were 1in progress,
and as they were under control of the Suprome Command,
the Cabinet had no authority to check tha2m. Taus, while Uh
the Premier was indecisive military cclicor graluaslly
developed and reached as far as VWuchaog, Harkow and
Canton, During this time, the ncmbel's of the Cakvinet
other than thosec of the Fivc lMinister Council were not
imnmediately informed of the latest state of affairs,
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Under the circumstances, my pesition was merely
the chief of the cducation adninistration, which was
entirely outside the realm of current affairs, and all

1 did was to promote education and its administration,

20, My work as Minister of Education.

- The lMinistry of Lducation, as one of its fixed
duties, shared with the Ministry of Home /ffairs the task
of' keeping surveillance over the General Spiritual lMobili-
zatior Oresnization, Consequently, the Minister cf °
Educetion had to write in nagazines end meke broadcasts
in corunaection with educational matters, as pass of his
routine cduties. The drafts of articles or broadcasts
usu:z.lv rrevacred by the staff of ministry in charge of
sucn natier and the linister only made them public,

The work was cxecuted alorg the customary line. I do
not think there was anythinz which was planned with

-

specific intention or departed from the customary vractice,

Excerpts of some of my books were tend<red to the
Tribunal as prosecution evidence, To those I coutend
that if the whole book had been read, insteed of
céxcerpvs, what I was aiming to explain would have been
understood.,

During the carlier period of my tenure of office
as Educstion llinister, there were some in the Ministry
who were inclined toward flattery or feratically pleaded
the true principle of the furdanmecrial policy of our
country; there were some whn vwore inclined to agree with
the Nezi ideology:; on the otler hand, there were still some
submerged elements in the schools who followed communism,

This situation required competent persons who
could regulate this confusion, and this was why I conducted
personnel shifts among the Education Officc Steff,

I also appointed competent people who could cope
with confidence with the request from the military

authorities and cthier government brarchos so that the
evil wruniice of DCLTYE cusoequitbous to such L2quests
cou.i be climinated, |
iU thet tine, the Dducation Council hed already
been established (in 1937). This was the highest
institution for the rcnovation of the educaetion system and
it compriscd as Councillors the most prominent persons
of learning and experience, both in and out of orfice,
ixll the important problems of educatisn were deliberate
upon at this Council and the government poiicies on
education were decided upon by its resolution.

ption of the advocacy for compulsory
education at the Youths School dates beck to the beginning

of the TALISHO Ers whon it was thon only a Supplementary
School .

In 1937, the Educational idministretion Council
made & report, in answer to the inquiry from the

government about the question of Youths School. In
January 1938, at the time of my predecessor, compulsory
education was elready decided upon at a Cabinet meeting,
Then the question was egaln deliberated upon by the
BEducation Council and according to its reply in July

of the same yeer, it was arranged that an Imperial
Ordinance be issued in Lpril 1939 for its enforcement,
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This new system was to give equal opportunity of education
to all pcople and help to develop their natural gifts,

It is entirely wrong to interpret this change as
militarization of education.

The education system in Japen since the MEIJI
Era had been formed after the Furonean and /Znmerican
lives. While the sy:zten «r orea cocrtain pcpularity among
the pubtlic, it offercd mors cpyrertunity to the well-to-do
cless of pecple, and Lhose of *alent and focully Crom
the power ciasses Tound difficulty in devclepirg their
natural gifts, I nerszeived that this was cotrary to
our original progranm to let everyorne gain his nroner
place, when the Lducational Cownzil submittedi %Z:ca decision
that education in the Youths School should be mmala 2O0Moulsory.
I took this oprortunity to develiop the education of the
working class of youtns, and tc give to thcee who showed
good result in the Youths School ample opportunity to
develop their talent. .

The most serious epprehension of Japen at that
time was the disturbance of ideological circles, There
was a time when communism spread widely among the people
and once it became the tide of public opinion; then
there was a time, later when pewnle Tollowed Nazism
or Fascism, This trend,gave ricc to ccmplications between
the liberalism which hed also existed at that time and
caused & terrible state of chacs,

The several urfortimate incidents which arose from
the current situation at that time wera due to the

disturba.ce or thought on tihe p=2r% of the people.,

On %he otiher hand, the rice ci’ the Nirpon spirit tonded
Lo create & Jepuatic nationalisn, walek from its lack of
ubiquity, was Lot to fall into exticme rightisr and was
peegrlare of puch danger., Thoe cavee of this defect was
duc %o the fuuut of perfunctory e2ucation which had a
teuncenty of meking tne people lose sight of ideological
independence enud Jor'ty ideas, In order to reform this,
I ecvocated that the impoerial virtue of benevoleace and
tolerzncc, vwhich had been tiie basic spirit from the time
of “he foundatlon of our country, should be borne in
mind eaad cultlivete in it an ubiquitous cihnroccter which
was welccie in all the modern civilized countries

of the world, Inperiel adnonition was my guidlng
princip'e when attending to this work, izwunuch as the
inpcrial adaorition was teazhingz us 1he “as.c principle

of hwianity with His llajesty!’s pencrosity, and 1

conslidercé taut thet was the ccde that the peour'le should
observe, 1nls principie which had becn the basic s»irit
from th- tine of cthe foundetion of the Empire wes entirely
difierent from militariem mot only wes it just the contrary
to militarismu, but it was the one essentially required

for the correction of the defect in ideological circles

at that time,

21, Military Training in &chools

The history of physical exercise in military style
which was eventually turned into military training dates
back many years ago, vut I am not goinz into its dcetail
now, I had heerd of some conrnflict bevi.on the education
institutiohs and the military authuriiics with regerd to
militery training in the schools, but ncither of the
parties had nmy sympathy, inasmuch as the whole conflict
seemed to be due to their narrow views.

- Sﬁ; -
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It was quite natural that school education placed
its importance in cultivating the spirit of discipline
and cooperaetion by training. But as the result of the
training depended on the character of the person who was
in charge of training, there were instances when the traininy
was executed in excesyz cof the above object, On the other
hand, there were several cases where, on eccount of lack
of proner understancding on the part of the school authorities,
liberallism was regarded as synoaymous to a sloven life and
students were left in an irregular and slatternly existence,
anovher fearful tendency was communistic ideology, which,
comblned with some of the political plotters caused
deterioration of the student's spirity by abetting them
into the habit of disdaining such virtues as disclipline,
moderation, cooperation and diligence, all of which were
indispensable to the promotion of the culture of a

nation.,

During the earlier period of my Education
llinistership, these fearful tendencies were gaining
influence, nuch to my regret., There were frequent occasions
when students were arrested and detaeained bty the police
on the charge of disturbing public ordery. These types of
students were given to slandering the training in the
schools as being militarization of school education,

There were some even among the teachers and professors
who encouraged students toward such tendencies.

1 changed the system of training in the schools in such
a way so as to observe moderation between the above two
extremes and with it I tried to promote the lofty ideals

of the students.

The reformation of the system of the Youths
School was an act of equalizing the right and duty of e
education, By the reformation, there was no incrcase
in hours allotted for training and there was not the
slightest evidence to show that the education was

militarized.

Military training in the schools was a part of
the school education and from the viewpoint of educational
administration it should not have exceeded this category.,
This was my principle in coping with this training, and
SO any request from the army authorities which attempted
to bring 1t out of this category met my refusal,

There were occasions when in compliance with the
request of students and school authorities, the use of
modern weapons was introduced in training, but this
decision was an autonomous disposition of the school
authorities in view of the students' request, and
was not done by the request of the Education llinistry.

While I was Education Minister, I placed importance on
cultivating the noral elcement rather than promoting the
skill of combat. This moral element served to reveal the

Emperor's virtue of benevoclence.
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That is to say, by training I taught students to cultivate
thelr morals rather than to cultivate the habit of depende

ing on armed force,
23. National Spirit General Mobilization

The National Spirit General Mobilization system had
been established at the time of the First KONOYE Cabinet
and its object was to straighten the national s»irit
agalnst the stéte of affairs after the outbreak of the
China Incident, It had been established before I became
the Education Minister,

Its central executive organ was civilian conprised
of people of learning, fame and exzperience which had
been placed under the charge of the Departments of HoOme
Affairs and Education., Its main object was the impr ove -
ment of the people's dally life and spiritual restraint.

Later, there was a tendency for the policy of this
central executive organ to become dogmatic, The |
HIRANUMA Cabinet, desiring to follow its policy properly,
established a committee system with the chairman of the -
committee to be selected  from among the cabinet ministers,
to pursue a basic policy, and all the people of learning
and experience both in and out of office were requested
to deliberate so that the ‘cammittee could submit its

opinion to the governnent,

In my capacity of ZEducation Minister, I was recommend-
ed to the chairmanship of this committee, but m10st of the
actual work was handled by the Intelligence Bureau of t he:
Cabinet, The committee and staff included many civilians,
especlally women, and deliberated on renovation and cur-

tallment of daily livineg.

However, in spite of its primary objective, ' the
discussion tended to delve into current problems, diverting
fron 1ts original purpose of cul tivating the fundamental
character of the people 1n order to be worthy of associgte
ing vith the modern world,

What was nmost urgently required under the clrcumstances
was T0 ask the people to undertake a sever introspection
into their daily rnode of living, concentrate upon the
cultivation of the spirit of endurance and improvement
of thelr deily life, respect socisl morality and help
them to bring about efficiency in their work.,

ln order to realize the above, 1 established a day
of self-introspection. I decided that the first day
of every month be called the "Serving Dey" and requested
the people to lead a life of restraint on this day,
There was an opinion at that time thot in - viow of the
current situation, the 7th of every month, the day of the
outbreak of the China Incident would be a better day for
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"Serviny Day", However, my opinion was that "Servinj

Day" should be disconnected with the current state of

af fairs, My intention was to use this day for permanently
promoting the basic standard of living of the people,

and in order to get the people to understand this principlse,
I made the first day of every month the day for self=-
introspection, Thus I triec to prevent everything from
caming under the influence of the current situation.

I wish to add that the National Spirit General
Mohilization was entirely different in nature from
National General Mobilization and Student Mobilizationg
The National Spirit General Mobilization was merely a

art of the deily life renovatiom movement,

2L. Intérnational problems while I was the Educatlion

My duty as Education Minister was limited mainly to
education administration, and the general international
problems were outside the scope of my work, I have no
recollection whether such matters as Premier KONCYE's
declaration of the Establishment of the New Ord=r or
Foreign Minister ARITA's declaration was debated at the
Cabinet M-=eting.

Mv non-association with the international problems
was more conspicuous at the time of the HIRANUI'A Cablnet,
In fact, I knew nothing about those matiers at that time,
inasmuch as all the important problems ft:erc discussed and
decided a2t the Five Minister Conference,

Japan-Geman Cultural Agreement was first proposed to
me by the Foreign Office snd then Janan cntcred into this
agrezment, The agreement concerned culture only and had
no political significance,

Exchange of boys between Germany and Jazpan was planned
and executed before my acceptance of the Education Mlnister-
ship. The first group returned home after ny assumption
of office, I did not see in this party anything more
than an ordinary social visit of a tourist party. 1 wanted
to send a similar party not to Germany clone, but t6 all
other civilized countries, but could not realize 1it,

The Khasan and Nomonhan Incidents were reportecd to
the Cabinet Meeting as bein~” mere kirmishes betwcen the
border parrisons of both countrics, The Educatiaon Minister
was not concerned in the disnosel of such incidents., Only
one thing was ¢ lear thst the governaent desired an amicable
settlement and the amy acted from the beginning to end
in conformity with this policy. That was why those incidents
did not “become cerious subjescts of discussion at the Cgblinet

I did not know anvthing about the Tripartite Pact
and the Wang-Chin-wel governient, 1 did not oven know
how they were discusse’ or made, As for the stationing
of troops in French Indo-China and the problems concerning
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the Lesser Southern Group of Islands and Hainan Island, I had
not the slightest idea of what was going on.

25, Cabinet Councillor at the ABE and YONAI Cabinets,

It was quite a long time after the farmation of the ABE
Cabinet that I was asked to become a Councillor of that
Cabinet, (I think it was in Dcc ember 1939). I had known
that a Cabinet Councillor vas merely a nominal post and
th8t I could not be of any mﬁtpri al service to that Cabinet,
so I first declined to accert it but the Premier was so
persistent that 1 had to accept it after all., The ABE
Cabinet resizgned en bloc after two moi ths of my acceptancc
of this post',.dand so I did not even have a chance of tclk.
to the ....L(ﬂllul‘.

= — e ——
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“'/hen the YONAI Cabinet- was for*ncd I was asked to become
1L,c: Home Minister, However, my view wes as l heve stzted
bove, and furthermore, the state of affairs was s0 acgravated
z‘t that time thet 1 con'%iderod it was impossible for anyone
evcept those who held strong influence over the militcry
suthorities, to exercise an effective administrction to cope
with the situation, and so I refused to accept 1it, '

Then I was asked to become its Cabinet Councillor, °

as my view was unchanged sinee the ABE Cabinet, agealn
cllm?d to accept it, But when I was pers iatﬁntly
aske. by him to‘list my name among the Councillors only for
nominal purpose, I'could not very well refuse 1t and bccame &
Cablnet uoun01llor.

but
1 de

As my assusption of the post had taken placc under such
circumstances, I remained its nominal member :-_':nci actually
did not do any work, I did not even know what was going on 1
the casbinet, 1t was, however, conceivable that both the ABZ
and YONAI Cabine ts were opposed to the Tripartite Pact and
thet they were eager to put an end to the China Incident,

26, My attitude toward the Second KONOYE Cabinet

It waes in September 1940, about two months after the
formation of the Sccond KONOYE Cibinet th-t Mr, Tomita,
Chief Cabinet Secretary unexpectedly visted me and asked
me to bécome a Ca'inect Cpouncillor of the Second KONOYE
Cabinet,

I had been told that the establishment of the Grand
Rule Ascistance Associstion and the conclusion of the
Tripartite Pact were going to be disclosced shortly. ®These
were the two important domestic and foreign problens,
over which I had had serious anorchensions for soetime- 1ln
the past., Since those two problems were to be realized,
it meant thag* my apprchension could not remain mere apbhrehension
but devzloped into something very serious. I decided thst 1
conld not assist the Cabinet which was to commit those mis=-
takes., In fact, the things were so serious thet 1 t..ought
I had to make a very careful considerstion about it., I con=-
fided these considerations to lire Tomita and told him thet 1
could not acceed to his requests,
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On the evening of the same day, Prince KOIOYE visited
me at my house and repeated his request. ‘e had o hot
discussion for morc than five hours, + explained to him
th2t the state of affairs at that time indicatled very grave

canscquences and I did not accept his rcquest,

From March 1936 to October 15th, 1937, from S-.ptomber
1939 to Novemb.r, 1939 and after July 1940, 1 was not
in any official position &and no public activity was under-
taken by me during those periods, The lncidents
such as the Anti-Comintern Pact, outbreak of the Chlna
Incident, Stationing of trocps in French Indo-China,
Ttrivartite Pact and the Pazific War occurred during those
periods, and so I do not think it necessary for me to state
snything about those incidents,
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28, My refutation against Prosccution tcstinony.

Prosecution's record of my interrogation and its intrinsic value,

y 4 The Prosecution tendered Exhibit No, 187=A onward as being the

record of nmy interrogation, I presune the prosecution meant by this

to submit to the Tribunal the rccord of the interrogation which the
prosccutors (Colonel Morrow and Mr, Hyder) conducted of me at the Sugano
Prison, The interrogation was carried on for more than tventy times,

between January 18th and March 12th, 1946, by the prosccutors, assisted

by one or two interprcters each tine,

The English versions of the said interrogations were stenographically
rccorded for the first few occaslons, but this procedurc was stopped
later, vhereas the Japanese version was not recorded from the beginning,
The interpreters were not fully conversant with Japanesc and there were
several points over vhich, on account of incompetent interpretation, we
failed to come to a mutual understanding, Moreover, the record of this

intcrrogation was not read to me, nor was it even shown to ne,

1 wos pever asked to give eath or sign the statement in connection

ith this interrogation, The record, vhen presented before the Tribunal,
contained quite a mumber of misunderstandings, complications and #lstakos;
more wenarkable wem its diversions from the facts, and as a whole, 1
cannot hold nyself responsible for the contents of these” statements,

e Through the whole course of interrogation, the prosecution

changed interpreters alnost on each occesion, amd as far as 1 could see,

all of them were unable to thoroughly understand Japanesc and the Japanese
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state of affairs, The interpreters themselves seemed to have
conscientiously admitted their incompetence,

As 1 felt uneasy of this sitﬁation, 1 suggested that I should
write the outline, if not the details, of what were asked of me, I
sald that if the prosecutiors were to make interrogations based on
my written statement, it would not only save considerable time, but
also would help to convey my idea accurately and correctly,

This suggestion was duly agreed to by the prosecution and although I
had not much time to elaborate on its contents, I mpde a statement
concerning the settlement of the Manchurian Incident after ny accepte
ance of the post of War Minister, and also, in answer to the question
of the prosecution regarding the movement of young officers, I made
another statement coneerming the situation of Japan at the time of
the Incident and the generzl outline of how1 acted in it, The

former was handed over to Mr, Hyder and the latter to Colonel Morrow,

and T asked thorﬁ to let me read the English translation of those

two statements when it was ready.

1 think this took place on or gbout 11th or 12th of February 1946,
There is a remark in Exhibit No. 187-C, as having been said by the
prosecutor, "I will bring you a copy of this translatioh.", and also
as my statomont,®{]] of these arc written in the document that T gave
o rofer to this conversation,

However, much to my anxiety, the translation wag not shown to me,
and the interrogation of the prosecutors continued, Of course the
interrogation, which ms carried out iﬁ the same manner as tefore,
filled me with apprehension, but since I had already presented my

written statement, it did not worry me too much. I only waited for the

time when a proper interrogation bascd on my written statement would

take place, - ol
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After the commencement of this trial, the translation of the
documents in question was handed to me through my defense counsel,
and the prosecution submitted to the Tribunal the record of my
interrogation in evidence, On that occasion, my counsel tried to
explein to the Tribunal the circumstances in which the interrogation
vas carried out, but my impression was that the explanation was not
properly understood,

My counsel subsequently tried to toke every opportunmity to
explain this matter to the Tribunal, He once tendered a copy of

this translation in evidence under a general phase, but it was

not admitted on the ground that it should be submitted under the

individual phasc, (document)

1 contend that the written statement that I made at the
Sugamo Prison is i'ndispensablo to the record of my interrogation and
that they should bec read together, I further suggest that even in
that written statement, there is a slight mistake which ocurred
through misinterpretation of prosecutor's question,
3+ Such being the case, the record of my interrogation contained
sevdral important mistakes and, furthermore, the contents are not
consistent as a Japanesc sentence, some of which, I shall point out

in the following:

- 40 =
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1, The allegation that during the Manchurian Incident, I
established a plan for occupation of Manchuria, (Exhibit No, 188-A
188-B, 188~C, among which 188-C is slightly better, but the other
two do not make sense,)

This allcgation is entirely different from the fact,

That this allegation is wrong can easily be checked by comparing the
date of my interrogation, my written answer to the prosccutors and
Exhibit No, 188«-A, 188-B and 188-C,

The real state of affairs at that time has been fully Explained
in my present statement, and the statement will be supported by the
cvidence which has been submitted by this time and also by those
vhich vAill be submitted in the future,

- B The allegation maokes us believe as if the Privy Council was
the party vhich decided the national policy., That this is wrong
is quite clecar cven from common sense,

3e It is also a great mistake, as can easily be ascertained,
in the allcgation that the Wor Minister dictated orders to the

Chicf of General Staff for the dispatch of troopse
be Thd date when the INUKAI Cabinet decided the putline of its

Manchurian policy was not the 17th of December, This mistake
arose when the Proseuctor insisted that the plenary session of the

Privy Council for the deliberantion of M ssuance of Bond to cover the

Emergency Expense to deal with the Marchurian Incident"™ was on that

date,

5 My statement concerning the basiec prineiple of dealing wvith the
Incident was confuscd by the interpreter with my statement concerning
the fact, By this I mcan our conversation reclative to whether or not
the document in question is still kept, regulation of Cabinct meeting,

wvhether or not attendancc at the Cabinet mecting was compulscry,
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6. The allegation is that 1 stated that the sovereignty over
y!

Manchuria rests with China, It may be so from general conception
based on a map, but the fact was diffcrent, and my statement to that

effeet ws mistaken as above showm,

7o The allegation that I directcd the independence declaration of

Manchuria and its subsequent recognition is cntirely mistokens This
vi1l be elarified by the allusion to the samc in this statement as
well as by other evidence which is to be tendcred,

8. Conversations concerning the respeonsibility of Calbinet members,
the declaration of the Foreign Minister, those who were responsible
for the China Incident, and the circumstances in Whick I accepted the
post of Cabinct Councillor were only partially recorded, and because
of this, the rccord failed to convey the real meaning and is apt to
mislead the roaders, This will be clarificd by documentary evidence
and vitnesses, y

e The oxtent of authority of the Supreme Command, which s in
charge of the expedition, and that of the government was not thoroughly
expressed in the record of my interrogation,

1 mercly atatcd an instance to show that in ordinary times, the
government policy is showm to the Supreme Command by the government
in order to make it a basis for thc former %o decide upon 1its
movement, but by this I did not mean to spccifically state the
fundamental power and authority of thosc two organs.

When the warforc was started, or vhen the Supreme Command deemed
1t necessary from nationalldefense point of view, it was entitled
to moke a direct access to the Thronc, and so it can not e caid that

the dispatch of troops wms done only when it was agreed to by “ho

government,
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2e Further refutation to other evidence of the Prosecution,
g) The Motion Picture "Emergency Japan,"
"Emergency Japan" was the titlec of my speech vhich 1 made, in

eompliance with the request of thc Osaka Mainichi Newspaper, on the
subject of Emergency,.

It was the time when Japan was unfortunate to have to withdrew
from the League of Nations, An air of uneasiness prevailed

throughout the country, and there was utter confusion both politically axd
and ideologically.

1 had an idea of my owm, with which I wanted to appcal to ny
fellow compatrioks.m My afore=mentioned speech was to restrain the
pcople from corrupt customs and from habits rhich prevailed throughout
the country, and to encourage them to further their recognition of the
international relations, and, by doing so, to quite the pcople's mind
vhich tms apt to run to extremes,

1 advocated in this specech that the real object of notional
defense in not in woging war, but in protecting and securing norazls,
and justice; that the troops of Japan should not make it their first
object to blindly rcsort to armed force, but that they should place
the first importance in securing morals, and thus 1 requested the
solf=rcflection of the pcople over uhe circumstances in which they

7ere, in order to enhance their culture,
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1 was not concerned in any way in the nmanufacture of this filn,

1 trust the scction of the War Office in charge gave nccessary warning
to the mamfacturers to be very careful not to provoke international
fecling by this film, Thermbove intention of minc was clearly

mani fested in 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 6th, 7th and 12th recls of this fllm,

1 have used this expression of cmorgency on several other
ocensions and other documcntary evidence bearing this title of
emergency will clarify vhat T meant by this expression,

I made a-speech in the summer of 1933 . ¢ « o o o o in

J=:1pz1n is

which I said, "what is nceded by the people of cnergency
the wetchword, don't reject others, don't abusc others, don't blanc
others, but cultivate your character," I also told the younger
generations of Japan the state of mind that they should have, "don't
be satisfied by finding yoursclf alone contented, Cooperate with
and nssist others in bringing about peace and welfarc of the pcople.
Don't eriticize to fault of others. Be generous and broad ~ ° .
The poace of the world and youf own welfare will be realizcd by
observing the above, Be kind to foreigners and take into your
consideration the welfare of the foreign countries, Let us teach
the world the path of humanity to reach world pecace, "

1 advocated these principles in conncction with the expression
"Energeney®™ and I tricd to introducc this principde into the film
vhen it was mamufactured in dealing with the subject of the funda-
nental principle of the Japancse :troopse By this I intended to
show the aspiration of Japan of cooperating with the world in

reclizing pcace on earth,
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There were some minor points which, due to techical rcasons and
becausc of the 1ntcnti§i{'§;l§ufactumr to cater to the taste of the }owor
standard of pcople, were n~t quite up to ny original intention, butf as a whole,
I considered that the film was foultless, I ncver heard from any onc that the
£ilm nmade any acute imfeameddn - on the spectators, (b)
(b) My articles in "Mombu Jiho" vhile 1 s the Education Minister and
my speeches and broadcasts that 1 made during that period werc nothing but the
routine work of an Education Minister, and they werc not delivered in conw
nection vith any Incident in particular, The Prosecution depicted several
words as being provacative, but I contend that the Incident was going on at
th~t tinc and expression of that kind was quite connon rith the genercl
nublic and there was nothing strange in that, Those speeches and articles
werc prepared in such a way that onc can reelly appreciate my purported princip
principle only vhen he rcads through the vhole text., I never considored then
as giving encouragnent to the expansion of the Incident or instigating
agercssion, Lastly, as can bc scew fron what I have expleined, o8 no
timc did I conspirc with anyonc to commit nor did I canmit nysclf Igj{'eomlly,
dirc@tly or indgrcctly any of the crimos ch{ged by the prosecutpaya, On the
Camtrary I did cvery thing in nmy power to avoid wer and the tragis con=

sequences in vhich Japan finds hersclf todny,

On this 25th day of August, 1947

At Var Ministry.

DEPONENT ARAKI, Sadao (scal)
I, SUGAVARA, Yutnkn, hereby cortify that the above statenont was sworn

by the Deponent, tvho ~ffixed h's gignaturc and seal thercto 'n the presenco

.
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of this v tncss,
On the same date

At War Ministry,

Witness: (signed) SUGAWARA, Yutoka (seal)

OATH

In accordance w th rny eonscience I swear to tcll the vhole truth

7 thholding nothing and add®ag nothing,




