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I vas the War iinister of the Kiyoura, Kato, Wakatsuki, and Hamaguchi
'obinotse l/hen I was the Vlar Minister in the Kato Cabinet (1926 - 1928) I
carried out the readjustment of the numoerical strength of the Japanese .rmye
My nlan met with the severoest opposition in certain army circles but in the
face of this preat opnosition I succeoded in pushing through the plan. AT
that time, General Hata, then o colonel was Chief of the Second Section
(Onerational Scetion) of the Genocral Staff, which Section was resndnsible for’
the execution of my program. It was in this Section that the work, the nlans,
and the onecrations for my readjustment program had to be carried oute. Hata
supported me vholecheartedly and carnestly worked for the success of the plan.
In the Jenaneso Lrmy, the Section Chiefs did most of the work and were of the
utmost imnortance in this sense as they were the driving force of all programs
wthich had to nass through their sections. Without the earncst support and
the oxtraordinary cndeavors of Genecral Hata, however herd 1 may have tried to
rcalize tho plan, the rocadjustmont plan could not have been accomplished at

that timce

Ithen, in 1937, I tricd uador command of the Emperor to form a Cabinet,

' I met with the strongost opposition from a part of the army circlos, This
opnosition came as a result of the antipathy which still existed against me
becousc of my exccution of the reodjustment plan when I had previously been
Viar Ministor. The Threc Chiefs' Council according to tradition rocommended
threc condidates as lWiar Ministor for rmy Cabinet but each of these candidates
submittod to me a note stating that he deoclined to act in such a capacity
undor my promiership., So I proposed to rocommend one who would dosire to work
in my Cabinet and one who I kncw would support me and my nolicics as my liar
Ministeor. 4s a matter of fact, therc were hundreds of gencorals in the
Jopanesc lrny eligible to become War linister and the number was not nocessarily
limitcd only to throos I tricd to offor my own recomacndation for thc person
whom I desired to be my Viar Ministor but the Threo Chicfs’ Council would not
~1low me to makc any nomination for this post, saying that under the circume
stanccs, there was no suitable candidato to be my Viar Ministore. ULs o result,
I was unable to form a Cobincte Had I becn allowed to name my preferencc for
o Tiar lnister, I would have nominated and asked for General Hata, Shunroku,
who was onc of tho candidates I had in minde

Tihen the Yonai Cabinct resigned, I heard a rumor that the army had
forccd Hata to resign from tho Cabinct in order to force the Yonai Cabinet out
of officce I think that the naturc of that action, the way Hata was overthrown
and kickod out of the Cabinet was in the same nature as whon in a previous yoar

[ had tried and feiled o form o Cabinct because of being boycotted by the army.

Becausc he had so earnestly cooperated with my army readjustment program
whon I wes Viar Ministor, he had incurred a strong antipethy in certain army
circlos and this antinathy followod him throughout his carecre In all my
yvears of knowing Goneral Hata, I camc to rospoct him groeatly bocause of the -
mannor in which he bucamo Aldeedo-Camp to the Emperor and lator War lMinister,
heeause he always adhored strictly to military traditions, refrained from
ngesing in politics at any time, ncover went to onc cxtrome or the other, but
always followed the middlo rond as a truc soldiors
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Onco in 1944 vhen I went to Chino trying to bring about peace betweon
China and Japan, Hata learncd of my arrival in China and he sunt me a letter
cncouraging me in my cfforts to bring cbout ncace between the two countriese
It was ever thus. Hata, while a2 military man, in all the years I knew him
always strove earnestly to maintain peace and I think he was most greutly
Glstrossed vhen the war did break out.,

OLTH

In accordance with my conscicnce, I swear to tell the whole truth
vrithholding nothing and adding nothing.

UG/KI, Kazushige (Sezal)

On this 24th deay of Lugust, 1947, at Izu, Napgooko

Denonent: UG.KI, Kozushigo (Seal)

-

1, KOKUEU, Tomoharu, heroby certify that the above statement was sworn
to by the Deponent, who affixcd his signnture and seal thereto in the presence
of this 'iitness,

On the same dato,
ct Izu, Nogaoka

iitness: KOKUBU, Tomoharu (Seal)




