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Def', Doc, No, 2750
. - "Togd6
INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST
THE UNITED STATZS OF AMERICA; et al
' -VS=-
ARAXT Sadao, et al
- Defendants =
AFFIDAVICT ;

Having first duly sworn an oath as on the attached sheet,
in acéordance with ths procedure pravailing in my country,
I hereby depose as follows:

l. I had known . T0gd Shigenori before I becams
private secretary to the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal, in
which position I served from June 1936 t111 Novenmber 1945.
iy acquaintance with Iir, T3z8 became more intimate af ter he
assumed the Foreipgn Winlstsrship in the 630 Cabinet.

2, On 6 \pril 1945 idmiral Suzuki received an Imperial
order to form a cabinet. 4As I was Informed that the Admiral
had asked Mr. Topd to accept the Foreimn portfolio, but that
Mr. Togd was hesitating to accept the offer, I called on him
on 9 April at his residence in Azabu and expressed the desire
that he should assume the post that was offered. On that oc-
caslon Mr, Togo told me that Admipral Suzukl was desirous of
terminating the war and that he and the Admrial wers 1ln sgres-
ment in principle in that respect but that whereas he believed
that it was extremely difficult to continue the war and that
i1t must be terminatsd as S00n as possible, the Admiral thought
that it could, depending on circumstances, be continued two or
three y=ars more; and that so long 28 he and the Admiral enter-
tained different opinlons on this point, they could nnt agree
on the high policy regarding the war; and that hs could not
accept the Forsign portfolio under *such circumstances. I there-
upon told him that the opinion of Admiral Suzuki on thsat point,
as I had observed, was not necessarily a fixed one, and that
1t was desired that lip. T350 should enter the new cabinet and
enlighten the Admiral in that respect; that it was known that
the Emperor was considering the termination of the war, so |
that he need not worry avout the point too much; and that it
was urgently desired that he should contribute his strength to
the Emperor. The reason that T desired Wr. T5256 to assume the
ministership was that the war could not be terminated in the
domestic clrcumstances then prevailing without a Foreign Minis-
ter who had unusual gincerity and the determination even to
risk his life, as well as superior brillianece, and that I
could not find any such candidate for the post other than Mr.,
Togd, 4s I reported the conversation with Mr. T35r:5 te Lerg
Keeper of the Privy Seal £ido, the latter told me that 1t was
his hope that lr. T3p06 would accept the Forsign portfolio.
Thereupon I called Mr, TS335 on the telephone to convey this
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In ACcordance with my conscience I Swear top fall the
whole truth, withholdine nothing ang adding nothingt | -

'

| ; 0¥ Matsudaira Yasumasa (seal)

= T

b . On this 18tp day of- February, 19L7

: X At Internationay Militapy Tribunaj
| - | | for the Fap Last

Déponent: Maﬁsudaifa Yﬁsﬁmasa1(39al)

-

- I,-KatE_Denj_irE, hereby Certify that the abgyve
_ , statement wasﬁsworn to by ‘the deponent, Who affixed his
' ture ang seal-thereto in the presence of this

On éﬁé_saﬁé;date
At the same place
Witness: Katz Denjirs (seal)

1L iprilrl9h7 % i o e g .




