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STATENENT Py ~ . | -

I am Widar Bagge, 1 citizen of the thingdom of Swedon
'nd przsently Swedish sinister to Egypt. |

| I was from Jamuary, 19587, to Sopl mber 19435, Swedish
iinister to Javan. In this caoacifty I had conversations

with Yapancse nitionals regarding sencc treaties, L had a
Japanese friend named Bunshiro SULTKI whem L had known for
@ long time and in-vhom I had grent confidence. © He was
not a politician but had excelicnt conncctions in the
solitical world and wos very well informed. We sometimes
discussed the political situation .nd one day in the
middls of Suptember, 1944, he snid he had important ncws,
"Re Lhen outlinced g nlun te obtain necce and mentioned the
cor cegaions that Yannn would be predared to meke. e told
me that Prince Kinoye was behind this feeler and that he,
Mr. SUZUKL, wes acting as go-hetweon. He then outllned
the 2lan to, obtuin Heuce ~md mentioned the concesslions
that Yanan 'ould be orepr- ed to moke. The mypint feature
was that all territories sonyuercd durding e war would

b6 returnsd. Eren the fossibility of glvirg up wanchukuo
might be taken into consideration. Nr. SUZUKI told 'me that
2rince Konove and 2 grcoap of men tround him were responsible
for this »lan which they wanted me to forw: *d to the
Swedish government with the request that through Swedish

channels a feeler skould be made in London. 1t was con-
sidercd that it might he somewhat casier 'to find under-

standing for such a nlan in Greazt Britain than in the
nited 3tatcs. Of coursc, 4+ rodorted cverything to

3tockholn.

During the following months 1 oftin met my friend
nd discusscd with him the politieczl s’'tuation and the |
oncg problem. L heard frem him nnd from meny other sourcces
thnt at this moment the “~1lied request for unconditional
suprrender was ona of thn greatcst obstucles to Deace.
Yven thosc Jajyanuse whio woald bC inelinecd to surrendeér
sould not think of such 2 decision os lony as they did not
now to sore extent vwhat the nation might be exposed to.
If it wvas to be fearcd the Zmreror wouid be treated with
insult or that the Yananese national pride would be
hariliated, then I wae toid that cvcrybody thought 1t
ferabls to continue she war and fight to thc bitter end.
grgigrcgiversations with Mr. loamoru S%IGEMITSU shortly
hefore hoe cesigned as foreign iinister of thc KOISO
Sabinet on avnril 7, 1945, before L left for Sweden on
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aoril 13, 1945. 1t was known that L was returning to
surooe and + was told that it was that fact that decided
the Moreign Minister to take uo the peuce question with
me. Mr. SHEIGEMITSU sent an old friend of mine,. Mr. Tadashil
SAKAYA, former Jasnnas: minister to helsingfors, to ste me.
I gathered from my conversation with him thnt the surposo
of sending him was to get a dreliminary impression on the
pencc oroblum and t> probe my sincerity. Fow days after
ny talk with Mr. SAKAYL L1 vas asked to cone and see Mr.
SHIGEMITSU himself. *c was in fuct very frank. He did
nnt concenl his opinion about the war situation but said
that he thought it rathor bride e bla-ed the military
clique and said that now it was for the Janinesc diolomits
to try to get the country out of the war. He spoke at
langth ahsut the “mocror Qas qp'aagahloving man who had
ilwvays besn against the war, o saild thot he himself, as
well =2s most of the members of the Yapanes. diolomatice
sapvice, hod been againt the war from tho beginning. He
requested me very carnestly to do vhatever .1 could in order
to find out the possibilities of obiaining oouce for Janun,
i.e.,0 nezotiated 2pace, I uskaed me to collaborate
{or this HSuprvnose with ir. Sucmisa OKAMOTO, Yanancse *inister
to Stockholm, who was trkan to rcoort to Tokyo . rrom my .
conversation vith dr. oJIGEMITSU , I retaincd a vivid memory
- hig exoress earncst desire whiek I b:i:licve to have been
incere to do everythin, in his powcr %0 end the war as
son as possible, even at groat sacrifico to his country.

A few davs later wr. SAKAYA <. 2ln came to soe me at
the Swedish Legation. He told me t ot the oeuce auastion
'n8 very ursent and that MNr. SFIGEL1ITSU hored + would
1sAve ns soon o8 possible and zo straight to Stockholm to
take the motter un with my government.

The rosign tion of the KOI30 Cabinet a fow adays latar
cam i vary uncxnectedly, of which lr. SHIGEMI®SU was  Forclgn
din-.ster. Np. Shiconori TOGD wccidted the sortfolio 2s
Fop .ign linister nnd the next dny the samec emissary As
nofore cillod on me to sny tnat Mr. T0G0 hnd been informed
of the convy .sations botwzen Ap. SETCEMITSU and muself and
that he took tii¢ S8Sima ~ttitude to the nexce quastion.

sfter 4 arrived in gwoden in oy, 1945, while still
ainistcr to Jayan, I went to sec Wr. OKAMOTO. I asked
him whothor he had received any confidentin:. telegroms

2bout efforts MW negoti&ﬁe saice ~nd I told him that I

had several scerious talks with Hr. SHIGLMITSU as Forelgn

2 9 that Mr.
y ter before leaving J&Oan. I told him ‘
gé%éEMITSU hnd been vory frank -nd had asked me to meke
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a peace feeler. iir. OKAHMOTO reélied th t this was a very

Serious mutter but that he had not heard anything cbout it,
I told him that r. SHIG:UITSU had resigned just %eforo

I left Tokyo, that lr. T0GO had succecoded him, and I asked

Mr. OKAMOT0 to make inquiries as to whether or not I should
continue m7 work on this p-ace effort. HMr. OKAMOTO said

. that he vould send = teiegram.

About two weeks later we met a:zain and he told me
that he had just roceived a telegrz. from dr, 0G0, stating

that sincce this had been a matter handled by the formor
Cabinet, it would require some investlgation which would

take some time before Mr. O/AKUTO would be informed diffinite-
lu. 3Both Lr. OKAMOTO and 1l were very disapnointed because

of this reply. i romembecr, hovever, that at the time vhen
Mr., TOGO took over the portfolio as ®oreign ““inister it
was mentioned in Tokyo a&as zon importint joint to his cradit

that hoo had o strong position in lioscov since the tinc he
Was ¢adnnesc anbassador thore. Later on it hos 2180

becoma know that he had preferred to put in his pezacs
efforts in “woscow.

Fin+*lly, I wish to mention that soon after my rcturn
to 3tocsholm in dlay, 1245, L ad the occasion, in the
orasonce of the bwedish.Foruiun hinister, Gunth sry, to hove
. long talk with the americoan Ambassndor A Herachel Ve

Johnson. I then related my convbraations with ir.
SHIGiMITSTU and zave = comnrahenaive aceount of the whole

peaca Hroblem qguinst the beckground of my experience in
the Frr Tast.,

L hereby swear that the foregoing statement is true
to the best of my knowlecdge and belicef,
(Signed) W. Bagge.
Yidaer 3agge.
KINGDOM OF EGY2T )

CITY OF CAIRO ) $3:
EMBASSY OF MKy UNITED STATLS OF ANERICA )

Subscribed and Sworn before, me, this 10th dnr of May, 1947.

(Sizned)

Raln®» liiller
Consul of the Unitecd Stot
of amc.-ien
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