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U. S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY N,
(Pacific)
f Loy
ANSWERS TO MILITARY ANALYSIS DIVISION QUESTIONNAIRE_}”S()
bee
BISMARCK AND SOLOMON ISLANDS, 7 DECEVBER 1941 to 19 FEBRUAR
Preparsad under: -
Lt Col TAKAGI, Sakuyuki

I. The first Army Air Torce operation came on & January 1943 when we inter-
cepted a B-17 attack on Rabaul.

II. The type of aircraft, thae number of aircraft, the basecs and missions for
units operating in tho Bismarck and Solomon Islands arsa from 7 December 1941
to 19 February 1944 are shown on appendix # l. The names of the senior officers
are listed in appendix # 2.

III. The changes made in the operational orders, operational plans and direc-
tives issusd to the Air Forco units in these arsas sincs 7 Dscember 1941 can-
not be given in detail dus to the lack of data. In general, the principal
missions assigned to the Air PForce wars as follows:

a) (1) To maintain aerial supromacy.
(2) To escort transport groups.
(3) To support ground operations.,

As the Alliosd attacks on our shipping lanas bacams mors
effective, we concentratsd more strength on the job of /
escorting transport groups.

'b) Ths Chain of Command:

(1) At first: 8th Arasa Army -- 6th HIKOSHIDAN

(2) Later : (Since august 1943) 8th Arsa Army - 4th KOKUGUN--
6th HIKOSHIDAN.

(3) Thers was always joint operations with the Navy.

I¥. The major attacks ars listed in Appendix -f 3.

V. Lossas of aircraft and aircrew personnsl:

=y During this period the airforce units in this area lost only about 1 to
w planes in edch offensive and defsensive operation dus to their superior skill.
The losses on the ground were about the same., The graatsst number of losses
in aircrew personnsl was dus to malaria. This in turn caussd a decroase in the
numbar of sorties flown. Ths detailzd situation cannot be pressnted at prasant
due to the lack of data.

Vl. A goneral summary of aircraft replacsmonts .

A. Aircraft

Since the 12th HIKODAN (lst and 11th HIKQSENTAI: fipghter units)
had fairly ample reservss in ths beginning, it was wsll supplied. although
tho othor units madoe offorts to get replacemants from Javan (via FHILIFFINES,
FORMCSA, and NEW GUINRA), ths rsplacomont systsm was not too adiquate (mainly
bacause the lossed on route wer: quits larre). As a result ths units did not
have sufficient rasplacsments for thair losses and thsir operations ware badly
hampered. The actual number of plana rsplacements is not known.

B, Aircrow Parsonnecl

Tho HIKODAN had as ample a raesarve of personnsl as it had of aircraft.
The othor units received replacemsnts from JAPAN and MANCHURIA. They were scnt
in transport planss or thay flaw new planes down to thsss units via tho
FHILIPPINES and NEV GUINEA. Bscauss tha aircraft rsplacsments wero not adequatae,
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there was usually a moré than ample supply of personnel. When an increasingly
greator numbor of psrsohnel cams down with malaria, ths number available for
combat missions was not adequats and as a rasult the number of combat sortiss

was cut down,

In goneral it was very difficult to find well-trained replacements
for CHUAICHO and SENTAICHO.

VII. Tho withdrawal of Air PForcse units is shown in appsndix # 1.

VIII. The HIKOTAI dispossd in thos Bismarck Islands arsa since 19 Webruary 1944
arae as follows:

l. CHUTAI of ths 10th HIKOSENTAI with 3 to 4 type 100 HE RCN planes and
4 to 5 aircrews. Tho unit was locatsd at Rabaul, and was attachad

to the 8th Area Armv.
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APPENDIX NO. 1

e G S e . (D T i Y e Tl

Disposition : Type ef =__“_m_-___é___________l_lﬁéé : Base . Mission :
__un_],t__________________,.Amaﬂt__ul_EJW._aJLdl_.Lﬂ__S._ﬂ_hL.D_L_F._ B, TGN ———— e
' H%EBEAN. 1lth . Type 1 = (Returned by :West RABAU§ 1., Defense of RABAUL .
_ hIKOSENTAIZZFlghter B e cph et m ship to Japan ; BARARE , 2. Bscort convoys -
' :-——_—-—--——ﬁr--—--—-H-LiQ____ﬁQl_____in_cbamgﬁ_ixp&___________;_________ . CTERA R PN,

Z  Type 1 ° : :

: 1st ‘Fighter : __ L : " : " :
P ___._.H.I_l‘:.@.E:E_T_éL_____________(5_Q)__._.__.__L3_O_)__.___________._____:._____________ P O P el VIR VT . NPTy L.
' : 68th * Type 3 Transferred West :
14th : HIKOSENTAI Flgl"ter / e t0 . RARLAUL : " :
SRR R T S Nedd GUONRN e
HIKODAN 78th : Type 3 * ; ; s
" HIKOSENTAI * Fighter ¢ N " : " : n ;
SR AR TR I | RO SR TR R T AR SO Yot W R
45th  *Twin-enginéd ; :
KYODO ° HIKOSENTAI * Light O : Kokopo ., 1. Attack enemy airfields :
: HIKODA N ____.___._____B_the.r_ b o R ..___..___.__Mmm___“LAumkﬁmmLammm_“__“_:
(tralnlng 20&th Tv.rln—englned : - :
: HIKOSENTAIL * Light T " . KOKOPO i " :
:______________________JiMMxﬂc__L_________:Lzhl______________4___________*_____________________________________:
. 13th ‘twin-scater . :
HIKOSEVPAI : fighter R T ‘ " P Night Defense of RABAUL :
RTINS, . -SRI, CIPPR, (20). .....____________________.___.:.____._____.._Mtw__________“__:
;. Ldth * Heavy : ;
. HIKOSENTAI ‘ Bomber s = : ' 1. Ataack enemy airfields
S bSO SORRIIES CB i % [P, VA W, SER AT LS T
' Heavy : Main Strength ELST : :
HI%%EENEAI ) * Recce * ___ transferred: togipayr. . 1. Recon enemy bases -
g~ Plape ¢ (U0) _ _ _ NEW GUIN.A (4)_Buin ___~ 2., Recon enemy convays
, : = (one element ; :
; : : remained) :

Note: Nos. in parenthese show No. of Paanes.,
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APPENDIX NO, 2

- Jst HIKOSENTAI It Col TAKADA (Former)

E : Major SAWADA ( Latter) E
= : )
= L— 13th HIKODAN wmewrommmmsg =
A : (Lt Col OKANOTO) 11th HIKOSENTAT Major SUGIURA (Former) 02
= : Major MCRINOTO (Latter) n

63t HIKOSENTAT Lt Col SHIMOYAMA

s%E% 1)th HIKODLAN

Col TATEYAMA ) 78th HIKOSNLTAT Major TAKATSUKI
6th HIKOSHIDAN

CO: Lt Gen ITABANA

C ofS: Col HAYABUGHT :/,5th HIKOSLNTAT Lt Col HAMADA
(Former),lMaj YAMAGUCHI = :

: KYODO HIKODAN
Cof Of It Col SASAQ (training)
~ ( Maj Gen SORCGANE)

CHAIN OF COMMEND and SENICR OFFICERS

208th HIKOSENTAI Col ODA
13th HIKOSENTAI Lt Col AKITA
14th HIKOSENTAT Col ITODO (Former)

Ma jor ENDO (Latter)

loth HIKCSENTAT COL. TSUCHIDA
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APPENDIX NO\ 3
MAJOR _ATTACKS ..

i DATE  : TARGET :  UNITS COMMITTED _ : BOMBS USED : RESULTS  :
: : :12¢h HIKODAN . : : :
: :  BUVA :11th HIKOSENTAT 30 planes : :
:About 15 Jan,:Air-field :Elements from the Naval: : :
: : : Alr Foreces s 250 ¥g : 7 :
: : s (Naval Bombs) ;
: :12th HIKODAYN : : :
: : : 1st HIKOSENTAT . K0 Kg : :
: About 5 March: LAE :11th EIXOSENTAI + 100 Xg : 7 :
: -Airfaeeld :1Uth HIKOSEVTAI : : :
O - :12th HIFODAY & K Y
: - : 1lst HIFOSTWNTAT - 0 Kg : :
:About 15 March GUADALCANAL :11th HIKOSENTAT . 100 Xg : :
. + Alrfield r1Uth HIFOSENTAT : 250 K¢ : ? :
: : :15th HIKOSENTAI : : :
T ¢ T TTTTT1%¢th mEopAY 1 Ly
: : RENDOVA : 1st HIFOSENTAI : : Transport :
- : Shipping +11th HIKOSENTAI s+ 2h0 Xg s Ships hit.,:

: ? : Concentrationliith HIKOSENTAI : -

———— - — - —
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