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question is an portant one although is has not yet taken any deep
root in this country and has no great effects on industries and
politics. It is the alm of the Commission to teach Jaboiers (;ivi-cs:
puplic sanitation and respect for law besides general instructions
and lectures. As the Commission plans, laborers over 40 years of
age are only given Sunday Lectures. Those above the age of 80
are given supplementary school education besides Sunday Lectures,
white those above 20-are provided with supplementary voeational
education anddre given all facilities of bettering themselves. This
and other similar instances show that the authorities are sparing no
efforts to give education to all laboring classes; and the adoption
of the above method is rendered necessary in view of the present
situations of the laborers. What is more, plans for the development
of physical education among laborers are also on foot and will be
gradually carried into force. |

The resolution carried in the Sixth Internaiional Labor
Convention held in 1924 at Geneva in favor of the Resolution
Concerning the Utilization of Worker’s Spare Time, in which
provisions were made for their education and for the protection
of their health, happily agree with the ideas of the Minister
and the Vice Minister concerning education of railway laborers
in 1922, The former, as the public is aware, is strongly
interested in their education. The latter, inexpressing his
political views recently, stated that the fundamental solution
of all labor troubles is education. His utterance does not
only apply to railway laborers but also to other lines of labor, not
only to China but also countries, which are in the same position
concerning labor question. It is his hope that the letter and spirit
of the labor clausesin the peace treaties would be faithf ully carried
out. The following is a diagram illustrating the past and present
schemes of the Commission in the education of railway laborers:—

(5)



Peking-Suiyuan-—Hsichimen, Hankow, Kungehwang,
Suanhhwa, Chiminshan, Kalgan, Tatung,
Fengehen, Pingticeuan and Chuchihsihan.

Tientsin-Pukow—Tsangchow, Tehchow, Tsinan, -Taian,
Yenchow, Hsucliow, Pangfow, Tingkwang,
Puchen and Pukow.

These four lines had a total of 40 lecture centers. As
progress was made, the Preparation Office was raised to the position
of a commission officially known as “ The Commission for the
Education of Railway Laborers (s@i¢R LT ERE®)”, which was
placed under the direct supervision of the Railway Dep'art,ment.
After the change, the institution worked more smoothly and
systematically. Mateilals for instruction were collected; and
textbooks were prepared. In addition, the Commission also
published a periodieal which appeared every ten days and was
distributed free among the laborers.

(3) Period of Re-organization.

In the Spring of 1922, Changes in the National Government
were effecied and the chief authorities in the Ministry of
Communications resigned one after another. In consequence, the
scheme of education for railway laborers was discontinned and the
Commission abolished. In the Winter of 1924, when former
Minister Yeh and Vice Minister Cheng were re-instated in their
respective offices, the Commission was restored with the latter as
the Chairman. Both Minister Yen and Vice Minister Cheng feel
the need of educating these 50,000 laborers as the only way of

incresing their efficiency and octaining better results. The labor

( 4 )



(2) Period of Actual Operation,

When preparations were completed, three schoels were
opened along each of the four railway lines at loealities shown
below :

Peking-H;i;.eow—Changsintien, Chengehow and Sin- .
yangchow.

Peking-Mukden—Fengtai, Tongshan and Shanhaikwan.

Peking-Buiyuan—Nankow, Kalgan and Fengchen.

Tientsin-Pukow—Tientsin, Tsinan and Pukow.

These schools did not accept any tuition fee from
their students, but, on the contrary, supplied them with
textbooks and stationary free. Receiving education at no cost
whatsoever, many laborers became gradually interested in their
studies. The Tsinan School for Railway Laborers on the Tientsin-
Pukow Line, for instance, claimed the biggest enrollment of 598
students. Others generally had between 180 and 220, In
addition to school instructions, lecture touring parties were

also arranged, which gave lectures at ten large stations along each
line : ‘ '

Peking-Hankow ~— Changsintien, Paoting, Shihkiachwang,
Shunteh, Chengchow, Yellow River
South Bank, Sinyangchow, Chumatien,
Kwangshui and Hankow.

Peking-Mukden—Fengtai, Tientsin, ., Tientsin - Central,
Tangku, Tongshan, Shanhaikwan, Chin-
chow, Koupangtzu, Sinming and Hwang-
kutun.



It was not until 1920 that the Ministry of Communications begau
to take steps to educate the railway laborers. Its activities in this
direction may be outlined under three distinctive periods :

Schemes of education for railway laborers under the auspices
of the Minisiry of Communications were initiated in October, 1920
at the instance of Minister Yech Kung-cho and Vice Minister
Cheng Hung-yen. To start with, a Preparation Office for the
Education of Railway Laborers (B R 1% H 8 1 ) was
established under the leadership of the then Director of Railway
Department—Now Viece Minister Cheng. Before definite plans
were drawn up and a general policy outlinedi, the Ministry despat,
ched some of its members to the four principal lines—Peking-
Hankow, Peking-Muokden, Peking-Suiyuan and Tientsin-Pukow—
to inssitute investigations concerning the total number of laborers-
their duties, their ages, their addresses, their working hours, their
educational standing and their living conditions. As a result, it
was decided to select a few localities with the biggest number of
laborers as centers for the establishment of schools. Prior to their
opening, a course iu normal education was scheduled. As mauy as
96 graduates of normal and technical schools were enrolled in the
cnurse and were prepared to serve in four capacities, namely :
School Teaching, Leeture Touring, Libraries and Publicity Work.
The subjects taught embraced Principles of Labor Education,
Outlines of Tabor Psychology, Phonetics, Principles of Railway
Administration, Social Doctrines, Industrial Hygiene and ete.
The course covered a period of four weeks, after which they would
graduate and be sent out schools to serve in various lines.

(2)
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EDUCATION OF RAILWAY LABORERS

Labor has been a post-war question of great predominance
from either the social or the political point of view, as far as
Europe and America are concerned. The problem does not,
however, assume the same aspects in China, mostly due to the fact
that industries in this conntry are still in an embryo state and
laborers of various lines do not yet constitute such a large majority
of disturbing elements as to cteate industrial unrest. The ouly
laboring elasses that occupy a couspicuous place in China are the
Railway laborers on various government railway lines, the total
number of whom ruts up to the neighborhood of 50,000, distributed
as follows 1 —

Peking-Mukden Line 14,790
Peking-Hankow Llﬁe 6,392
Peking-Suiyuan Line 7,451
Tientsin-Pukow Line 5,692
Other Lines 20,000 (Approx.)

To provide them with adquate elementary education with a
view to improving their knowledge in their own professions and to
building up their character has been a long-felt need for years.

(1)



B RIS it i 27 L

SrRESRE L S e

I & S E A KEERE ORE AN | ROEE - BHES RIS S8 K]
_%ﬁwm:@fﬁ@:&xw%xﬁmﬁﬂ%mTﬁﬁﬁ%a

ﬁﬁﬁ_d%m IAM%

¥ |ANEEREENRRGEK<EER | (- Em e NS S m

H< Z Oy S TN | 8 I T g )

FrERTEL RengieEH

$ i EHERCERFEHRONZEEEHE R RN B8R RS %D

EEE KT K leN

=
&







