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L Part of a Letter from Mr. Ralph Thoresby, F.R. 5. to
Dr. Martin Lifter, Fellow of the Colledge of Phy/icians, and R.S.
concerning a Roman Sheild. 11. A Letter from Dr. 'Thomas
Molyneux, to Dr. Martin Lifter, Fellow of the Colledge of
Phyficians , and R. S. Comtaining fome sdditional Obfer-
wations on the Giants Caufway i» Ireland. 1IL Epifols
[eripta & Raymundo Vieu[fens Doctore medico Monfpelienfi ad Cla-
riffimos Viros Societatss Regie Londinenfis, de Sanguine Humano.
Communicated by Dr.Will.Briggs, Fel.of the Col.of Phy[ and R.S.
1V. Account of @ Book, La Meridiana del Tempio de S. Pe-
tronio, . . e. The Meridian Line of the Church of St. Pe-
tronio, drawsn and fitted for Aftronomical Obfervations, in the
Year 1655. revifed and reftored in the Year 1695. by Signior
John Dominico Caffini, Primary Aftronomer of the Scheol of
Bononia Pontificial Mashematician, of the Royal Academy of
Sciences, and Fellow of the R.S. Printed at Bononia 1695.
in Fol. V. A Catalogue of Books lately printed, mot men-
tiomed in thefe Tranjactions. V1. Extracis out of [ome late Ac-
counts and Letters. _

L Part of a Letter from Mr. Ralph Thoresby, F. R. S. to
Dr. Martin Lifter, Fellow of the Colledge of Phyficians and
R. 8. concerning o Roman Sheild.

Slnce my former, having procured an old Romen Shizld, of
a different form from that I had bzfore, and obferving
them both to be of different Materials from the ufual Defcrip-
tions of them (which I alfo apprehend to be in other partsde-
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fe&ive) I refolved to make a more particular Infpedtion into
their Texture, and whereas they are generally faid to be ¢ /ig-
no, corio [uperindulio, upon a ftrié: Survey, thereis nothing of
Wocd, bur the Handle, in either of them. The Ancient Ro.
mans ) obftrvehad Three Words, Scutum, Parmay & Clypess,
for that cef:niive Weapon we generally Englith a Sheild,which
notwith{tanding their different Forms or Mater, their An-
thors (efpecially in the Declenfion of the Empire) frequeniiy
confouno, as, if I miftake not, we do Sheild, Buckler, and
Target. The Scutum, & Clypens, in Forw, qua enim rotunda,
& in orbem juffum relata, Clypeos dixere, (and of this fort are
thofe votive sheilds upon the Colums or Trunk of Palm Trees.
inferibed, VIC. AVG. or DAC. PAR. &v. in their .
Coins) que inlosgum exibant, Scura, botlithe Scurum and Per-
ma, are by -very good Authors, as well more «ncient as mo-
dern, pifitively faid to-be of Wood covered with Leather,
and fo particula-ly Mr. Ob. Walker, in his lare ingenious Hif.
of Coins 3 but the enfuing Delcription will evince, that Bernar-
dus ipfe nom wides ommia _ This Sheild or-Buckler is of the Par-
ma Kind, and rightly fo called, quod é medio in vmmes partes fir
par, whereas the Scatum was moftly ‘Oval, tho’ fometimes -
bricatum, with Co ners equally broad, it is Fifreen Inches
Diameter, whereof a little'more than a third part is taken up
with the Umbo, or protuberant Bofs at the Navel, which is
made of an Iron Convex Plate, wrought hollow on theinfide,
to receive the Gladiator’s Hand, vpon the Center of this is a
Ieffer Pofs, wherein there fiems to have been fixed, fome
kind of Cufpis, or fharp offenfive Weapon, to be ufed when
they came to fight Hand to Hand, but the Form of this
cannot defcribe,both the Sheilds being defeétive in that point ;
nor canl receive any Light from my Colle&ion of Coins, for
_tho’ it fzem to be the fame that Mars Bellator or Gradivns (for
Mars Quirinas is not armed or marching). is.ufually defciibed
with, yet the Sheild being carried in the Lefi-Hand, only the
Back Part of ‘it is apparent. From the faid Umbos the Sheild
is Four Inches and -an half broad on each fide, in which are
11 circular equidiftant Rows of Brafs Studs of that Size, that
Vide Fig. 9. 222 are fet in the outmoft Circle, which is 4 Foot wanting
3 Inches, (for that is the Circumference of the-Buckler) and fo
proportionably in the leffer Circles to the Center of thefe 11
Rows of Brazen Studs, the inmoft Circleis placed upon the
Umbo
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U'mba it felf, the next 8 upon as many civcular Plates of fron,
each a third of an Inch broad. The two outermoft upcnone
thicker Plate an Inch broad : in the littic Intervals berween
thele circular Plates are plainly difcovered cerrain crofs Zami-
ne, that pafs on the Back of the other, from the Uwmébo to the
exterior Circle; and thefé Iron Plates are allo about the third
part of an Inch at the hreadsr End rowards theCircumference,
but g adually contracted into a narrower Breadth, that thewv
mav he brought into the Compals of the Umbo at the Center.
The innzr Coat next to thofe Iron Plates (for { car it alictle
open hehind, that I might more diftin&iy difcern the Work)}
is made of very thick hard ftrong Leather, which cuts bright,
fomcwhat like Parchment.  Upon that is a fecond Cover of
the fame, and on the outfide ot this are plaited the Iron Pins
that run through thz Brafs Studs ; for thz above-mentioned
Brafs Studs are cait purely for Orniment upon the Heads of
the faid Iron Pins the fixth part of an Inch long, that none
of the Iron appears : this reminds me of Fulias Cefar’s Policy,
who, as Sueronins tclls us, countenanced chis piece of Pride or
Oftentation in his Army, ur drgento & Auro politss Armss or-
maret, fimul & ad [Peciem; & quo tenaciores eorum in prelio ¢ffent,
metu dammi. The next Cover to the plaiting of the {aid Nails
(which pafs through the circular and crofs Iron Plates, and
both the Leather Covers ) is a pure linnen Cloth, but difco-
loured, though perbaps not with Age only, but fower Wine
and Salr, or fome other Liquid wherein it feemsto have been
fteeped.  And laftly, upon the faid Linnen is the outmoft
Cover, which is of fofter Learher, all which Coats that com-
pofe the Sheild, are bound together by two circular Plates of
Iron, athin and narrow one towards the Center, and a thick-
er and large one, an Inch broad at the Circumference, which
is curioufly nailed with two rows of very {mall Tackets, above
400 in Number, the vacant Holes whence fome of the Nails
are dropt out, are little bigger than to admit the Point of a
Pair of {mall Compafies, both which Rims do likewif¢ faften
the Handle (the only part of Wot})d) which has alfo Six other
Iron Plates about three or four Inches long, to fecure it.

That Sheild which I lately procured, differsnot {fo much in
Size (though it is compleatly a Foot larger in the Ciicumfe-
rence) asin the Form; for whereasthis already defcribed is al-
moft flat, except the {welling Umbo, thisisabfolutely com;wg
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and-from the Skirts of the protuberant Bofs in the middie, ¢
rifes gradually to the Circumference, which is nigh three in-
ches perpendicular from the Center j this has Fourteen Rows
of the like Brals Studs, butthe circular Platesof Iron they are
fixed in, do not lie upon ocher crofs Plates, as theformer does,
but each from the Center, upon the outer Edge of the other,
which occafions its ruing in that Concave manner.

That thele were pact of rhe Acoutrement of the Roman
Equites, rather than eitber the Pelites or Heftati, 1 conclude,
becaunfe that, though il in general had Sheilds, yet thofe of
the Velites, who were as the Forlorn Hopes, feem more {light,
and are exprefly {aid to be, ¢é ligno corio fuperinducto, thofe of
the Haffati are not only faid, e pluribus lignis & afferculis
conftit, &e. but were alfo Four Foot long to cover the whole
Body, when ftooping ; -of which kind were likewife thofe of
the Principes and Triaris. Whereas the Defcription that the A-
nonymous Author of Roma luftrata with Fabricins’s Notes,
gives in his Armatara Equitum, comes the nigheft this,” Scutum
five Parmam habebant ex bovillo corio, arte leviter durata, but
then he adds, eogue mero, nulla materie fubjecta, omitting not
only the ornamental Studs, but the Iron Work, which Camil-
Iz firft contrived as a defence againft the immenfe Swords of
the Gauls. 1 have endeavoured to make this Defcription more
intelligible by a Draught of the Sheild above-mentioned.
Vide Fig. 9.

Leeds, 26 Febr. 1697,

POSTSCRIPT

HAving heard of fome Roman Coins lately plowd up
about Nottingham, 1 procured a Parcel of them,but they
prove common, and moft of Zetricus, tho’ fome alfo of Galli-
ennsy ‘Viclorinns, - and Clandins Gothicus.
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