




NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 183 
 

[Abstract:] Desires information in regard to Coinage. 
 
Ness City, Kan.,  
October 11, 1893 
 
Sup’t. of U.S. Mint, 
Phil’a., Pa. 
 
Dear sir, -- 
 
 Desiring some information in regard to the coinage, I would like to have you answer the 
following questions, either by letter or by circular information covering these points, if you have 
it. 
 
1 – What is the seigniorage, or toll of the Gov’t for coining a gold dollar? 
2 – Up to 1873, what was the seigniorage for coining a silver dollar? 
3 – How much pure gold would I have to take to the mint to receive a gold dollar? 
4 – How much pure gold would that dollar contain? 
5 – Up to 1873, how much pure silver would I have had to take to the mint to receive a standard 
dollar? 
7 – How much pure silver would that dollar have contained? 
8 – What is the nature and proportions of the alloy put in the gold dollar? 
9 – What is the nature and proportions of the alloy in the silver dollar? 
 
 Yours very truly: 
 L.E. Knowles 
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