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DEDICATION.

TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY.

S,

The deep solicitude which your Majesty has, on all occa-
sions, evinced for the welfare of that important portion of the
empire denominated British India, — the countenance and
favour bestowed from the throne on those who may have
contributed either to acquire or to retain a dominion which,
with justice, may he considered the brightest gem in the
English diadem, - and the personal regard with which it
has pleased your Majesty to honour the nobleman whose
administration the following despatches and correspondence
fully illustrate, will, 1 hope, acquit me of any charge of vanity
for soliciting the distinguished honour of dedicating the ac-
companying work to a Novercign whose comprehensive mind
hus been long dirceted to the weal of vur transmarine pos-
sessions, and which, at an carlier period of life, and in an
hostile age, he had so nobly endeavoured to preserve and to
extend,

It must at all thmes, Sive, be grateful for the Monareh of a
free people to contemplate the arduous and heroe efforts of
his subjects in o distant country, under an enervating clime,
and umidst an adverse race, struggling to maintain, in all its
puisganee, the prowd preseminence of their native land; and
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Sire, it must be equally grateful for those subjects to know
and to feel that, whether their efforts be crowned with suc-
cess or otherwise, they are certain to receive a protection,
e;lcourugcmem and reward; proportioned to their deserts,
which neither faction nor envy can withhold, aud the cou-
ferring of which forms one of the purest sources of enjoyment
of a patriot King.

But, Sire, high and great as are the sentiments of loyalty
and patriotism which prompted and sustained the efforts of
the British Nation, for the acquisition and maintenance of
dominion in the ast, there are yet higher and holier feclings
connected with this important subject, No lust of power, no
ambitious thirst, no mercenary thoughts, have led to the con-
quests which these pages record ;—an unseen, yet ever pre-
sent, Providence has given to a small island in the western
Atlantic supremacy over millions of our fellow creatures in
another hemisphere; myriads of brave and intelligent men
have been rescued from the ignominious bondage of ages;
the clang of arms has changed into the busy hum of industry ;
the arts of peace have followed in the track of our footsteps ;
science and literature are every where expanding; and the
barbarous rites of fanaticism and superstition are yiclding
to the mild aud humanizing influence of Christianity.

Sire, it was the hope of accomplishing these truly great
objects that guided the Councils of Anglo-Indinn policy, and
nerved our gullant countrymen to deeds of unwonted hero-
ism; and that Omnipotence which presides over man in his
collective, ag well as individual capacity, gave fortitude and
wisdom to our statesmen, and strength and humanity to our
soldiery.

To place on irrefutable record the noble deeds of Britons,
while many are yet living who can attest their aceuracy, is the
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main object of the present work, so that when the impartial
historian shall ponder in amazement on the Anglo-Indian ter-
ritories, he may be enabled to judge with correctness, and to
declare with truth, the motives for our acquisition of these
territories, and the means by which they were acquired.

Let me also, Sire, be permitted to express a wish that the
bright example which these pages hold forth may not be
without its effect on the rising generation; that the remem-
brance of the past may operate as a stimulus to future
exertions for the honour and glory of the British erown, for
upholding in its integrity this vast and unparalleled maritime
empire,and for diffusing the incaleulable advantages of order
and of peace, of freedom and of happiness, throughout the
most distant regions of the earth.

With an ardent hope that our constitutional monarchy,
which has been productive of so many aud such beneficial
results, may long continue in its purity and strength; and
with a sincere prayer, that Ile who governeth the hearts of
kings, and sways the destinies of nations, may vouchsafe to
your Majesty a full enjoyment of ull the blessings dexivable
from a conscientious exercise of the exalted power, which
your Majesty so mercifully wields,—I have the distinguished
honour and gratification to subseribe myself,

Sire,
Your Majesty's dutiful subject,

RoBerT MoNTGOMERY MARTIN.

London, March 17, 1836,
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TuE publication of the official despatches and correspondence
of the Marquess Wellesley, during his administration in Indiu,
originated m the suggestion contained in a letter from Mr.
Montgomery Martin to his Lordship, of which the following

18 an extract ;=
Londun, 8th Sepi. 1835,

“In preparing the second Lidition of my ¢ Iistory of the
British Colonies, (Vol. I, Asia,) 1 have been more strongly
than ever impressed with the importance of your Lordship’s
eventful career, as Governor-General of British India, while
regretting that the public are so much in error as to the
events of that momentous period. Scveral friends of India
have expressed their regret that your Lordship’s despatches
have never been made public; Iam, therefore, desivons of
ascertaining whether your Lordship would aid me with copies
of your despatches and oflicial correspondence, which, com-
bined with those obtainable from the East India House, Board
of' Controul, &c., would, I think, form an important portion of’
the bistory of the British emypnre,”

Lord Wellesley's assent to this proposal is contained in a
letter to Mr. Martin, of which the following is an extract t—

Fulham, V3th Sept. 1835,

“lt is perfectly true, that the public has reeeived erros
neous impressions of the system of policy, which I pursued
in India.

“ 1 have neither had leisure nor inclination o reetify those
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crrors; although 1 certainly must agree with you, that it is
highly proper to clear such important transaetions from
misunderstanding. I shall be happy to furnish you with any
materials within my resch for this laudable purpose.”

The collection of official and other documents in Lord
Wellesley’s possession relative to India, was ascertained to
be very great, and of the highest importance, since it sup-
plies information which could not be obtained, with equal
advantage, from any ather source,

In order to preserve the spirit of the correspondence, it
was deemed preferable to give the documents chronologically
rather than according to the events to which they refer ; for
by this means the reader is better enabled to judge of the
motives which prompted various rctions ; and the nature of
the policy pursued is rendered more apparent than by the
perusal of letters written after the completion of the transacs
tions to which they advert, and necessarily receiving some
colouring from the success or failure of the undertaking,

The work commences with the Governor-General's corres-
pondence from the Cape of Good Hope,* while on his voyage
to India, and the first volume terminates with the fall of Se-
ringapatam; thus embracing the origin and conclusion of the

war in Mysore.+

W v e v . - - -

¢ Lord Mornington was apponted Governor-General of India on the
4th, und sworn in on the 6th, October, 1797 ; sailed fiom Bngland on the
7th Novewber following ; ariived at the Cape of Goud Hope in February,
1798 , ut Fort 8t, George on the 26th April, 1798, suiled frow thence on
the 9th May, and arrived at Fort Williun on the 17th May, 1798,

+ The Fditor bus much pleasure in arPnowledging the attentions and
hind ussistunce with which he has been favoured by the Barl of Powis,
Lord Viscount Melnlle, the Chairman, Deputy Chairman, and Seeretury
of the Bust India Compuny, N, B. Edmonstone, Bsq. Lieutenaut-Colonel
Meyrick Shaw, Sir Robert Cawphell, Bart. Sir Charles Forbes, Bart.
the Right Honourable 8, R, Lushngton, M 1, I, Cochbuiy, Lisy,, und
by several other distinguished individuals, whose nuwies will be more pui-
ticulurly nchnowledged in the subsegquent volumes
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INTRODUCTION.

As the following documents are connected with aluost every part
of this volume,* they are here inserted.

Proclumation at the Isle of France.

Liberté. Egalité.
REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE.

Une & indivisible.

PROCLAMATION.

Anne Joseph Hyppolite Mulartic, Gene-
ral en Chef, Gouverncur-general des
Isles de France & de la Rewumon, &
Commandunt-generul dey  Ktublisse-
ments Frangms, a PEst du Cop de
Bunne Esperance.

CrroYENs,

Jonnuissant depuis plusieurs
années votre ztle & votre attach-
ment pour les intérets & la gloire
de notre République, nous som-
mes tres empressés & nous nous
faisons un devoir de vous donner
connaissance de toutes les propo-
sitions que nous fait Tippoo Sul-
taun, pardeux ambassadeurs qu'il
nous a dépéchdés,

Ce prince a écrit des lettres
particulidres 4 'Assemblée Colo-
niale & tous les Généraux qui
sont employés dans ce gouverne-
ment, & nous a addressé un pa-
quet pour le Directoire Ilxecutif.

1°. 11 demande 2 faire une al-
liance offensive et défensive avec
les Frangais, en proposant {'en-

Liberty.
THE FRENCH RLPUBLIC.
One and indivisible.

Lquality.

—

PROCLAMATION.

Anne Joseph Hyppolite Mulartic, Com-
munder in Chief and Goyvernor-General
of the lsles of France and Reunion, and
of all the French establivhments to the
eustward of the Cupe of Guud Hope,

CiT12ENS,

Having for several years known
your zeal and your attachment
to the interests, and to the glory
of our Republic, we are very
anxious, and we feel it a duty to
make you acquainted with all
the propositions which have been
made to us by Tippoo Sultaun,
through two ambassadors whom
he hasdespatched to us,

This prince has written parti-
cular letters to the Colonial As-
sembly ; to all the generals em-
ployed under this government ;
and has addressed to us a packet
for the Iixecutive Directory.

1. Ile desires to form an of-
fensive and defensive alliance
witlr the French, and proposes

* Sce Governor-General’s Minute of the 12th August, 1798,
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tretenir & ses frais, taut que la
guerre durera dans I'Inde, les
troupes qu’on pourra lui envoyer.

2¢, Il promet de fournir toutes
les choses necessaires pour faire
cette guerre, excepté le Vin &
I'Eau de vie, dont il se trouve
absolument dénué.

3°, 1l assure que tous les pré-
paratifs sont faits pour regevoir
les secours qu'on lui donnera, &
qu'd l'arrivée des troupes, les
Chefs & Officiers trouveront
toutes les choses necessaires pour
faire une guerre 2 laquelle les
LEuropéens sont peu accoutumés,

4°, Enfin il n'attend plus que
le moment ou les Frangais vien-
dront a son secours, pour dé-
clarer la guerre au Anglais, de-
sirunt avec ardewr pouvoir les
chasser de I'Inde.

Comme il nous est impossible
de diminuer le nombre des sol-
dats des 107e, & 108e. regimens,
& de la garde soldée du Port de
la Fraternité, & cause des secours
que nous avons envoyés & nos al-
lies les Hollandais ; nous invitons
tous les citoyens de bonne vo-
lonté, & se faire inscrire dans
leurs municipalités respectives,
pour allér servir sous les dra-
peaux de Tippoo.

Ce prince desire aussi avoir
des citoyens de couleur, libres,

to maintain at his charge, as long
as the war shall lagt in India, the
troops which may be sent to him.

2. Ile promises to furnish eve-
ry necessary for carrying on the
war, wine and brandy excepted,
with which he is wholly unpro-
vided.

3. He declares that he has
made every preparation to re-
ceive the succours which may be
sent to him, and that on the ar-
rival of the troops, the command-
ers and officers will find every
thing necessary for making a
war, to which Xuropeans are but
little accustomed.

4, Ina word he only waits the
moment when the French shall
come to his assistance, fo declare
war against the English, whom
he ardently desires to expel from
India.

As it is impossible for us to
reduce the number of soldiers of
the 107th and 108th regiments,
and of the regular guard of Port
Fraternité, on account of the
succours which we have fur-
nished to our allies the Dutch;
we invite the citizens, who may be
disposed to enter as volunteers, to
enrol themselves in their respec-
tive municipalities, and to serve
under the banners of Tippoo.

This prince desires also to be
assisted by the free citizens of
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& nous invitons tous ceux qui
voudront aller servir sous ses
drapcaux, 2 se faire aussi in.
serire,

Nous pouvons assurer tous les
citoyens qui se feront mscrive,
que Tippoo leur fera des traite-
ments avantageux  qui - seront
fixés avec ses ambassadeurs qu
s'engageront en outre, au hom
de leur souverain, & ce que les
Frangais qur auront pus patt
dans ses armdées, ne puissent ja-
mais y etre retenus quand als
voudront rentrer dans leur pa-
trie.

Fait au Port Nurd-Ouest, le 10
Pluviose, l'an six de la Répub-
lique I'rangaise, une & indivi-
sible,

(Signé) Mavartice,

colour, we therefore invite all
such who are willing to serve un-
der his flag to enrol themselves.

We can assure all the citizens
who shall enrol themselves, that
Tippoo will allow them an ad-
vantageous rate of pay, the terms
of which will be fixed with his
ambassadors, who will further
engage n the name of their so-
vereign, that all Frenchmen who
shall enter into his armies, shall
never be detained after they
shall have expressed a wish to
return to their own country,

Done at Port North West,
the 30th January, 1708,
(Signed)  Mavrakrric,

Lippov Sultwwn to Sur John Shore.

Receved at Fort Wilham, 26th April, 1798
“ I have been favoured with your letter notifying your in-

X
tention of returning to urope, and the nomination of Lord

Mornington, who is of rank to the ollice of Governor-General,

in whom the same dsposition would be manifested. with your-

self to cultivate and improve the friendship and good under-

* N. B.—On the 26th of Apnl, 1798, (the day on which this letter was
received at Caleuttn) Tippoo Sultaun’s Ambuassadors Tunded at Mangalore,
necompamed by the French lotee, tevied under the above proclisnation se-
The Barl of Mownington lunded av Fort 8t George trom England, on the

sie day—the 26th Apnl, 1798
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standing subsisting between the two states, and an inviola-
ble adherence to the engagements by which they are con-
nected. It is very well; you must impress Lord Mornington
with a sense of the fiiendship and unanimity so firmly
subsisting between us, and constantly favour me with Jetters
communicating your heaith and welfare.”

(In another letter from Tippoo Sultaun received also at
Fort William on the 26th of Apri, 1798, and relating solel,
to Wynaad, Tippoo thus concludes.]

¢ Believing my friendly heart dispesed to pay every regard
to truth and justice, and to strengthen the foundations of
harmony and concord established between the two states, I
hope you will always gratity me by letters notifying your
welfare,”
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DESPATCHES,
MINUTES, AND CORRESPONDENCE,

&c. &e. &c.

INDIA.

No. I
To the Right Hon. Henry Dundas, President of the Board of Control, &e.

My Dear Sixr, Cape of Good Hope, 23 Feb. 1798.

Among the subjects which you recommended to my early
consideration upon my arrival in India, you particularly
urged the necessity of my attending with the utmost de-
gree of vigilance to the system, now pursued almost uni-
versally by the native princes, of retaining in their service
numbers of European or American officers, under whom the
native troops are trained and disciplined in imitation of the
corps of sepoys in the British service. By accident I found
at this place, on account of his health, Major Kirkpatrick
lately Resident at the Court of Hyderabad, and formerly at
that of Scindiah, and I have endeavoured during the period
of my detention here to collect from him whatever informa-
tion he could furnish respecting the European or American
officers and the corps commanded by them in the service of
the Nizam. For this purpose after several conversations on
the subject, I requested Major Kirkpatrick to return detailed
answers in writing to several questions which I drew with the
intention of bringing under your observation not only the
actual strength but the original object of this part of the
Nizam's military establishment, its rapid increase, the con-
sequences to be expected from its continuance or farther
growth, as well as the means which either had been or might
be suggested for averting any danger which those conse-
quences might threaten to our interests in India. I transmit

vor. 1. ©
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with this Letter a copy of my questions and of Major Kirk-
patrick’s answers,* and although I am aware that the sub-
stance of both must be familiar to you, yet imagining that it
may hitherto have come under your notice only incidentally
in detached despatches and advices from India, I think it
may be useful to lay before you in a more regular and con-
nected form a view of this most material and (in my judg-
ment) formidable branch of the system to which you have
directed my attention. In this Letter, I shall endeavour
to recapitulate the most important facts stated by Major
Kirkpatrick, adding such observations as have occurred to
me upon them, in the hope of receiving from you at an early
period, your instructions upon such points as the materials
before you can enable you to determine.

It appears that the Nizam had recently at different periods
retained in his service, exclusive of our detachment, three
distinct corps of sepoys under the command of European
or American officers: one commanded by a Frenchman of
the name of Raymond, another by an American of the name
of Boyd, and a third by an Irishman of the name of Finglass,
for some time a Quarter-Master in the 19th Regiment of
Dragoons.

The corps of Boyd and Finglass were taken into the service
of the Nizam during the residence of Azim ul Omra at
Poonah, at the suggestion of our Resident at that Court,
acting under the sanction of the Government of Bengal.
This measure was taken by our Resident and by that Govern-
ment principally with a view of forming a counterpoise to the
corps of Raymond. Boyd's corps consisted of about 1800
men, it is no longer in the service of the Nizam, and has
probably passed into that of the Mahrattas. Finglass's
corps still remains at Hyderabad, but consists of only one
battalion of about 800 men. Both these corps appeared to
be well affected to our interests, as may be judged by their
willingness to assist our detachment in repelling an expected
attack from the corps of Raymond. The corps of Raymond
had been in the service of the Nizam before the last war
with Tippoo Sultaun, and in 1792 its strength was not more
than 1500 men at the highest estimation, at the battle of

* See Appendix A.
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Khurdlah in 1795 its strength amounted to no less than
11,000 men, it now consists of 10,000 men, and the order has
actually been given for augmenting it to the number of 14,000
men. Attached to this corps is a train of artillery of about
30 field pieces, and a troop of 80 native dragoons. The
discipline of the corps does not appear to be by any means
good, and accordingly it has never yet rendered any distin-
guished service in the field.

The pay of the corps is now secured by the assignment of
a large district of country, part of which borders the Carnatic;
at this particular station is a fortified post, and constant com-
munication is maintained between it and the port of Narpilly,
as well as with Ongole and other parts of the territories of
the Company and of the Nabob of Arcot. The corps is re-
cruited in the proportion of one-third of its total numbers,
from our territories and fiom those of the Nabob of Arcot,
and partly from deserters abandoning our service, The chief
officers are Frenchmen of the most virulent and notorious
principles of jacobinism ; and the whole corps constitutes an
armed French party of great zeal, diligence and activity. The
efforts of this party are continually directed to the object of
magnifying the power, resources, and success of France in
the eyes of the Court of Hyderabad, and of depreciating the
character, force and credit of Great Britain by every possible
means.

The detachment of this corps stationed on our frontier has
been very assiduous with great success in seducing from their
duty our sepoys quartered in the neighbourhood—a consider-
able desertion lately took place in one of our native regiments
on its march from Masulipatam to the southward, and many
of the deserters on that occasion are to be found in Raymond’s
corps. No positive proof has yet appeared of a direct cor-
respondence between the leaders of this corps and the French
Government, but it seems to be unquestionably certain that
they communicate with Tippoo Sultaun and with the French
corps in his service. Whatever may be the discipune or
wmilitary skill of this corps, it now forms by far the most con-
siderable part of the Nizam’s military establishment. In this
corps consists the main strength of the army of our ally ; and
it possesses the influence which usually belongs to an army in
the councils of the native princes of India. This influence
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seems to have alarmed Azim ul Omra the first minister of the
Nizam; neither the origin nor the subsequent augmentations
of this corps appear to have been at all connected with any
hostile disposition in the Court of Hyderabad towards the
British interests. The institution of the corps proceeded
from an admiration of the successful policy of Mahdajee
Scindiah and the subsequent augmentation was directed prin-
cipally if not solely against the Mahrattas: There is reason
to believe that the orders lately given for a further increase
of the corps to the number of 14,000 men arose from a desire
in the mind of Azim ul Omra of drawing us into a more inti-
mate connection with the Nizam, by exciting our jealousy of
the growing influence of the French party at Hyderabad.
Such is the state of the leading facts communicated by
Major Kirkpatrick. The result in my mind is a decided
opinion, that the continuance, and still more the further
growth of the corps of Raymond ought to be prevented by
every means within our power, consistent with the respect
due to the Court of Hyderabad, and with the general prin-
ciples of moderation and justice, which ought to form the rule
of our conduct in India. The dangers to be apprehended
from the existence of this corps are not to be estimated by a
consideration of its actual state of discipline, or even of its
actual numbers, or degree of present influence over the coun-
cils of the Nizam. I consider it as the basis of a French
party in India, on which, according to the opportunities of
fortune and the variation of events, the activity of the enemy
may found a strength of the most formidable kind either in
peace or war, If we are to look to the settlement of peace;
can it be possible to provide a more ready channel for the
intrigues of France, than would be offered by the existence
of a body of 10,000 men, united by military discipline, and
stationed in the dominions of éne of our principal allies, and
on the borders of our own? If the war is to continue in
Europe without extending to the continent of India in the
first instance, the danger of French intrigue acting with such
an instrument as I have described, would be greatly aggra-
vated. But if the war should extend to the continent of
India, and if we should be under the necessity of calling forth
the strength of our allies to assist us in any contest with
Tippoo, what assistance could we expect from the Nizam, the
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main body of whose army would be officered by Frenchmen,
or by the agents of France, and the correspondents of Tippoo
himself.* In such a situation it would be difficult to deter-
mine whether our danger would be greater from an entire
desertion of our cause by the Court of Hyderabad, or from
our acceptance of the only species of support which its mili-
tary force could offer us in the field. But I confess I carry
my opinion upon this subject still farther. I have no doubt
that the natural effect of the unchecked and rapid growth of
such a party at the court of one of our principal allies must
be in a very short period to detach that Court entirely from
our interests, and finally to fix it in those of our enemies, to
subject its councils to their control, and its military establish-
ments to their direction. However despicable the corps of
Raymond may now be in point of discipline or effect in the
field, would it be wise to leave such a large body of men in
readiness to receive whatever improvements the ability, assi-
duity and zeal of French officers, sent from Europe for that
express purpose, might introduce into the constitution of a
corps, so prepared by correspondent principles and objects
to meet the most sanguine expectations of their new leaders.
Under these circumstances, the corps, which perhaps now
has little more efficiency than that of a political party, might
soon become in the hands of our enemy as efficient a military
force, as it is now in that view wholly useless either to the
Nizam or to us.

I desire to add one more consideration ; must not the con-
tinuance of such a corps in the service of our ally tend to
raise the hopes of Tippoo, and in the same proportion to dis-
parage us in the eyes of all the native princes of India? That
it has tended to encourage Tippoo, I have no doubt, and his
correspondence with the leaders of the corps will sufficiently
shew in what light he views them. Perhaps I have dwelt too
long on this part of the subject, where the proof of the weak
policy of suffering such an evil, as I have described, to in-
crease without check or disturbance seems to require no la-
bour of argument.

A more interesting and difficult consideration will be to

* The correspondence of M. Raymond with Tippoo was subsequently
proved by means of a letter found in the palace of Seringapatam among
the other papers, atter the death of Tippoo.
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devise for remedying this evil some means which shall not
expose our interest to as great a danger as that which we
wish to avoid. In the paper transmitted with this letter four
distinct measures are proposed for consideration with a view
to the desirable object of subverting the French party at the
Court of the Nizam. The first is to introduce British sub-
jects, or others (being the subjects of friendly powers) into
the military service of the Nizam for the purpose of forming
a balance against Raymond’s corps. This measure has al-
ready been partially attempted by the introduction of the
corps of Boyd and Finglass at Hyderabad, but it has failed
of success in the case of Boyd, who upon some quarrel with
the Court has left the service of the Nizam. I do not think
this measure likely to be effectual to any good purpose, and
it might even aggravate the evil which it is proposed to re-
move. A party so consolidated and united as that of Ray-
mond’s, which has been strengthening itself for a period of
several years at Hyderabad, and has established the means
of recruiting and augmenting its members will not be coun-
teracted by the irregular and desultory opposition of such
adventurers as might be induced by our encouragement to
seek employment in the service of the Nizam; persons of this
description (and we cannot expect that any other will engage
in such an undertaking) would want the system and concert
necessary to give vigor to their operations. .

It is also difficult to suppose that the Nizam would at once
retain in his service such a number of these persons, as could
in any degree enter into competition with the numerous corps
of Raymond and his adherents. But even if these objections
did not exist against the introduction of a crowd of European
adventurers at Hyderabad, there would remain a difficulty
which appears to me insuperable. The impossibility of finding
a sufficient number of such adventurers on whose principles
any reliance could be placed; in such circumstances, our at-
tempt to subvert the French party at Hyderabad might only
serve to furnish it with additional recruits of other nations;
and I much fear that many British subjects might be found
in India whose spirit of adventure would rather direct them
to seek a new orxder of things, than to contribute to the main-
tenance of our power. Lord Hobart has declared his objec-
tion to this measure, but as well as I recollect his letter, his
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principal ground is the danger of improving the military dis-
cipline of the armies of the Native Princes by furnishing them
with European officers: unfortunately this objection now
comes too late; the system which Lord Hobart very justly
dreads, has been suffered gradually to gain such a strength,
that there is scarcely a native court in India without its esta-
blishment of European officers.

The second measure proposed in the annexed paper, is
nothing more, than that we should endeavour by representa-
tion and demand to induce the Nizam to disband Raymond’s
corps; I recommend Major Kirkpatrick’s observations on this
head, to your particular attention. Certainly no representa-
tion from one friendly state to another could 2ver be more
solidly founded than ours might be to the Nizam in the case
before us. But besides that Major Kirkpatrick expects uo
benefit from representation and demand unconnected with
the offer of some advantage to the Nizam ; I doubt whether
our manifesting in the first instance the extent of our anxiety
for the dismission of Raymond's corps, might not embarrass
us in the progress of the most effectual measures for that
desirable end; at present the Court of Hyderabad seems
willing to purchase a closer connection with us by great sacri-
fices, and if that connection should not appear objectionable
on other grounds, it may probably take place on much more
ddvantageous terms to us, if we grant it as a matter of favour
to the solicitation of the Nizam, than if we commence the
negociation by demanding the dismission of any part of the
Nizam's military establishment. This observation will ve
better understood, when I come to take notice of the fourth
measure proposed by Major Kirkpatrick. Before I leave
this article I must however remark that I should not be
satisfied by obtaining the modification hinted by Major
Kirkpatrick, namely, that the French officers or other Euro-
peans in Raymond’s corps should be dismissed, and their
places filled by British subjects nominated by us. This
modification would leave the corps precisely in its present
form with the exception of the European officers only.
although the European officers are certainly the most objec-
tionable part of the establishment, it may be doubted whether
the habits and dispositions of the native officers and sepoys
formed under their French leaders would be at once broken
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by a mere change in the command, while every other circum-
stance of the corps remained the same; seeing then no pros-
pect of success from official representation or demand alone
and thinking it imprudent to anticipate the expected applica.
tion of the Court of Hyderabad for a more intimate connec-
tion with us by urging to them at this period any proposmon
the concession of which they might deem a favour, I proceed
to examine Major Kirkpatrick’s third snggestion. This he
states to be of a nature justifiable only by the case of an
actual rupture with the Nizam, or of open violence on the
part of Raymond against us; the measure is no other than
to induce Raymond’s officers by pecuniary compensation to
abandon the corps, on this measure it is unnecessary to say
anything, because the cases alone to which it is meant to
apply, neither have existed nor are now likely to happen,
I own that I should never think it worth while, even in the
cases supposed of a rupture with the Nizam, or of an attack
from Raymond, to repel the aggression by corrupting the
officers of the hostile enemy; I trust that in either sase, we
should soon find a more certain as well as a more honourable
mode of effectually destroying this French party and its
adherents.

The fourth proposition contained in Major Kirkpatrick’s
paper, is that to which I wish to call your most particular
attention.

The desire of the Court of Hyderabad to obtain from us
an increase of our detachment now serving the Nizam, and
also an extension of the power of employing the force fur-
nished by us, has appeared on several occasions, and you
will find allusions to this dispositioa in the last secret des-
patches from Bengal. There seems to he no objection to
the first part of this proposition provided our consent to it
shall secure to us equivalent concessions on the part of the
Nizam. In another Letter which I shall forward to you on
the general subject of the political state of India in the pre-
sent moment, you will find my reasons for entertaining an
opinion that it would be a wise policy for us to check by
timely aid the rapid declension of the Nizam’s weight among
the powers of Hindostan; this could be done in no manner
so effectual or unobJectlonable as by furnishing him with a
large increase of our forece now in his pay; the pay of the
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augmented force to be secured in the manner best calculated
to prevent future discussion and embarrassment. In granting
this force to the Nizam, we ought not only to stipulate for
the disbanding of Raymond’s corps, but we ought to take
care that the officers should be immediately sent out of
India. There are perhaps other points which on this occa-
sion might be obtained from the Court of Hyderabad. The
great difficulty which would obstruct such an arrangement
would Le, that the Nizam would probably be unwilling to part
with Raymond’s corps, which he has the power of employing
against any enemy, unless he could obtain powers equally ex-
tensive with respect to the employment of any force furnished
by us. You are aware that the British detachment now in the
pay of the Nizam is not only restricted from acting against the
Mahrattas in any possible case, but also from acting against
certain Polygars tributary both to the Mahrattas and to
the Nizam, and even from passing, without a formal permis-
sion, certain parts of the Mahratta Territory which are in-
termixed with the dominious of the Nizam. The object of
the Court of Hyderabad would of course be to obtain our
guarantee of its possession generally, against the Mahrattas,
accompanied with the assistance of a large foree, to be
employed with the same extensive powers as now apply to
the corps of Raymond. For this object I have little doubt
that the Nizam would sacrifice the whole French party at his
court, and even the peiscush now paid by us on account
of the northern circars. But such an alteration of our con-
nection with the Nizam would naturally raise the je.lousy of
the Mahratta powers, and might involve us in discussions
of a very disagreeable nature if not in a war with them.
The vesult therefore of this view of the subject would lead
us to enquire, whether some arrangement might not be
framed, founded on a modification of the views of the Court
of Hyderabad, and comprehending certain favourite objects
of the Mahratta States, which while it secured for us the
destruction of the French party at Ilyderabad, should tend
to restore to the Nizam his due weight among the Indian
powers, without exciting the animosity of the Mahrattas
against the British Government,

It appears to me that the only effectual mode of eradicating
the French party at Hyderabad would be to furnish to the
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Nizam such a force as should be a just equivalent to Ray-
mond’s corps; considering the superior discipline of our
sepoys, I believe that 3,000 men under British command,
not only would be, but would be deemed by the Court of
Hyderabad, a force fully equal to that of Raymond in its
present state.

The instruction by which our detachment is prevented
from acting as the troops of the Mahrattas and of the
Nizam now act against the Polygars who pay joint tribute
to the two powers might probably be removed by a full
previous explanation with the Mahrattas; as that restric-
tion does not appear to be founded on any solid principle,
nor could the removal of it open the way to any real incon-
venience or danger to the interests of the Mahratta State.

The power of mutually passing their intermixed boun-
daries is now constantly exercised by the troops both of the
Mahrattas and of the Nizam; and there is no rcason to
snppose that a formal permission would have been refused
to our detachment for the same purpose, had it ever been
demanded. But the Nizam never would allow any applicu-
tion to be made for a permission to do that, which he held
to be his right, and which was constantly done without
question both by his own army and by that of Loonah. It
is very improbable that we should “ind great difliculty in
engaging the Mahrattas to place our detachment in this
respect on a footing with the other branches of the Nizam's
military force, and with their own; nor can I foresee any
tenable ground of argument on which this point could be
mamtained against us.

T.c settlement of these two points only, would, I under-
stand, be considered as a great acquisition by the Nizam,
and would go a great way towards inducin . him to substitute
a British force in the room of Raymond's corps.

The third point is of much more inportance and of much
greater delicacy and danger, I speak of the desire of the Court
of Ilyderabad to obtain our guarantee of their possessions
against the Mahrattas as well as against Tippoo, together
with a right of employing defensively the troops furnished
by us against the former as well as against the latter of these
powers. 'This point perhaps might be reconciled with the
interests of the Malrattas, if it were thought prudent to
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enter into similar engagements with them, or in other words,
to guarantee their possessions against any attack from the
Nizam. The effect of such an engagement with both powers
would be to place us in the situation of arbitrators between
them; and perhaps their mutual apprehensions of our inter-
position in the case of any aggression on either side might
tend to restrain the resentment and ambition of both. In this
view such a system of treaty with the Mahrattas and with
the Nizam, so far from being hable to the objection of an
undue interference in the disputes of the native powers of
India, or of that description of officiousness and intriguing
spirit which tends to foment divisions, and to occasion war,
might be deemed the best security for the maintenance of
the peace of India, as well as the strongest pledge of our
disposition to preserve it from disturbance. It would also
tend to preserve unimpaired the strength and resources of
the two powers, on whose cooperation we must depend for
assistance against any future attempt on the part of Tippoo:
it cannot be a wise policy to suffer the Nizam and the Mah-
rattas to weaken themselves by repeated contests, while
Tippoo remains at rest; and any measure deserves attention,
the tendency of which is to restore to the Mahrattas and
to the Nizam their relative consideration and power as they
stood at the conclusion of the treaty of Seringapatam. You
will find by the last secret despatches from India,* that some
opening has been given for our arbitration in settling the dis-
putes between the several Mahratta chiefs, and that the
Government of Bengal has agreed to undertake the mediation
proposed, under the condition of a previous formal agreement
signed by all the parties, binding themselves to accept our
award as final and conclusive upon their respective claims.
If any such proceeding should take place, it will give a na-
tural opening to such further engagements as may appear
advisable. .

The same despatches will inform you of the anxiety of the
Mahrattas to obtain our agreement to a general defensive
treaty against Zemaun Shah. The Government of Bengal
have postponed the consideration of this proposition to a

* The opening of these Despatches is explained in Letters, Nos Il
and III.
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yeriod of time, which I confess I should think the most un-
tavourable for the examination of this difficult question, and
still more unseasonable for the negociation of a treaty with
such a power as the Mahratta states; this period of time is
no other, than the moment when Zemaun Shah shall again
approach the frontiers of Hindostan. Without giving any
decisive opinion on the wisdom of entermg into the treaty
proposed, I shall certainly think it my duty upon my arrival
in India to proceed without the delay of one moment to the
examnation and decision of the proposal made by the Mah-
rattas: if it should appear expedient to engage with them
in a defensive system against the threatened invasion of Ze-
maun Shah, there is no doubt that such a measure would
tend greatly to reconcile to them any propositions, which we
might wish to offer with respect to the arrangements at the
Court of Hyderabad.

The mchnation of my opinion at present rather leads me to
think, that a general defensive alliance between all the existing
powers of Hindostan (Tippoo perhaps alone excepted) against
the expected invasion of Zemaun Shah, would not only be
the best security against the success of such an invasion, if
attempted, but mght have the effect of deterring thai Prince
from an undertaking which must end in his own disappoint-
ment and ruin, if our Government in India, and our allies
do not neglect to make seasonable preparations of defence.
If a treaty can be formed at an early period so as to unite the
Mahratta powers with us in a cordial and systematic plan of
vigorous opposition to the supposad projects of Zenaun Shah,
without bimding us to advance farther from our ouwn frontiers,
than the real exigency of the case may appear to demand
upon his approach, I should think such a treaty a solid ac-
quisition of strength in the present critical situation of India,
you will observe from this detail, that 1 consider the fourth
measure suggested by Major Kirkpatrick to be the only one,
from which it is reasonable to hope that the effecctual destruc-
tion of the French army at EIyderabad can be accomplished,
but that I view that measure as connected with considerations
of the most serious nature, and involving consequences of the
utmost delicacy and importance. I have laid hefore you the
whole train of my thoughts on this subject, as I shall think
it my duty to do on every question affecting those intercsts,
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which I know to be not only highly valuable in your estima-
tion, but the most particular and anxious objects of your un-
remitting solicitude and care. I will conclude this long letter
by stating the precise questions on which I wish to reccive
your instructions, and by submitting to you the plan of mea-
sures which I propose to pursue with relation to this subject,
in the interval which must elapse, before I can receive your
opinion.

In the first place I wish to be informed whether you think
a closer connection than at present subsists between us and
the Nizam advisable for our interests on general grounds,
provided such a change of our engagements with the Nizam
can be rendered acceptable to the Mabrattas.

Secondly, whether you would approve of our entering into
treatics with both the Mahrattas and the Nizam guaranteeing
the dominions of each power respectively against the aggres-
sion of the other.

Thirdly, whether you would approve of our taking mea-
sures for acting ir concert with Azim ul Omra in support of
the succession of Secunder Jah, the eldest son of the Nizam?
whether we should endeavour to obtain the cooperation of
the Mahrautas in securing this succession? and what should
be our conduct, if the Mahpattas should differ from us in
the choice of the successor to the Nizam?

Fourthly, whether you would approve of a general defensive
treaty against any invasion from Zemaun Shah, and what
limitations would you propose to the powers which the other
allies might require of employing our troops beyond our own
frontiers ?
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situation of affairs in India open to your decision, shall tend
to check in some degree the progress of the French party at
Hyderabud, and to furnish me with such materials as shall
enable me to form a competent opinion of the effects to be
expected trom any decision of the points reserved for your
judgment.

I propose to direct the Resident at Iyderabad to suffer no
augmentation of Raymond’s corps to take place, if it can be
prevented by the strongest and most pointed representations.
This step may probably check the increase of the corps, al-
though from this step alone I cannot hope for its firal annihi-
lation.

I mean also to direct that any proposals from the Nizam’s
ministers for an inerease of our detachment shall be favourably
received ; and T shall increase the detachment accordingly on
the first practicable occasion; but I shall stipulate that for
every man we grant, there shall be a proportional reduction
made in Raymond’s corps. This proportion shall be caleu-
lated upon the relative estimation of our sepoys (in the opinion
of the ministers of the Nizam themselves) when compared with
Raymond’s corps; and I believe that on this ground, I shall
not find it dufficult to contend that a reduction of 3,000 men
should be made for every 1,000 men granted by us. In re-
ducing the army of Raymond, I shall endeavour in the first
instance to disband the most obnoxious and dangerous officers
with their corps. Ihave reason to believe that I may be able
to effect this species of partial reduction of Raymond’s corps,
without entering upon any of the difficult points involved in
the general questions stated in the lctter. In the meanwhile
however I shall direct the Resident, at Poonah and with Scin-
diah, to ascertain as speedily as possible the views and dispo-
sitions of those powers with respect to the same points and
especially with respect to any alteration of our conrection
with the Nizam, to his eventual successor, and to the proposed
defensive engagements against Zemaun Shah.

In submitting the whole of this extensive subject to your:
consideration I have been obliged to leave many parts of it
open to doubt, for want of the information which may be
expected from the residents with Scindial, and at Poonah; I
believe however that it will not be diflicult for you to answer
the questions which I have proposed, framing your answers
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in such a manner as may admit of any variation of opinion,
which the information from those Courts may require,

The state of the military establishment of the Mahratta
powers did not properly come under Major Kirkpatrick's view,
and I propose to transmit tc the residents at Poonah and with
Scindiah a copy of my questions to Major Kukpatrick with
such alterations as the several cases may require, in order to
obtain for you a full statement of the corps disciplined by
Europeans or Americans in the service of the Mahrattas.
I am at present able to give you no fuller information on this
part of the subject, than that Scindiah employs about 20,000
sepoys disciplined by Europeans or Americans. The com-
mander is named Perrorn, a Frenchman; most of the officers
are British subjects. The discipline of this corps is said to
be superior to that of Raymond’s, but the disposition of its
officers to be much more favorable to the British than to the
French interests. This was De Boigne’s corps, whose history
you probably know : De Boigne was lately in London, if he
should not have left it, ke can give you the fullest information
of the state of Scindiah’s army. There was a small corps of
about 2,000 men commanded by European officers in the ser-
vice of the Peishwah, and another of about the same number
in that of Tuckagee Holkar; they are both inconsiderable,
if they still exist, and the dissentions which have broken out
between Holkar’s two sons since the death of their father,
have left that branch of the Mahratta power in a situation
from which little danger is to be apprehended. Tlere is a
fourth corps commanded by a Frenchman of the name of
D’Agincourt in the service of Azim ul Dowlah at Hyderabad.
This corps is paid by the state. It consists of 1,500 men.
The commander is a determined jacobin.

The Rajah of Berar is said to have a corps in his service
commanded by British officers, it is said to consist of above
2,000 men.

I am, my dear Sir, &c.
MoRNINGTON.
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No. IT.
To the Secret Comnuttee of the Court of Directurs.
HoxoUrABLE SIRs, Cape of Good Hope, Feb 25th, 1798,

In my letter dated the 19th instant, addressed to the
Honourable the Court of Directors,* I have stated the cir-
cumstances which induced me to open the secret packet
addressed to your Honourable Committee, on board the ship
Houghton.

In addition to the circumstances stated to the Honourable
Court of Directors, I think it necessary to submit to you that
I had learnt, by vague reports, the outline of the important
events which have happened in Oude, the apprehensions
entertained of the return of Zemaun Shah towards the fron~
tiers of that province, the several movements of Tippoo
Sultaun, and the sudden suspension of the expedition em-~
barked for the attack of Manilla.

It appeared to me on every ground tu be an indispensable
article of my duty to obtain, as speedily as possible, the most
authentic account of events so deeply affecting the interests
committed to my charge, and of which any false impression
might render me less equal to the execution of my public
trust,

But whatever may have been my view of my duty, or my
conception of the propriety and necessity of the step which I
took in opening the several despatches and packets, I shall
not be satisfied with my conduct until it shall have rececived
the sanction of your approbation, as well as that of the Ho-
nourable the Court of Directors. To both, in your joint
and several capacities, it will always be my desire to pay every
mark of deference and respect.

I have the honour to be, &c.
MoRNINGTON.

* The Letter here adverted to does not require insertion, the observa-
tions being similar to those contained in the present Letter.
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No. III.
To the Right Honourable Henry Dundas.

My DEar Sir, Capeef Good Hope, Feb. 28th, 1798.

During my detention at this place the ships, of which I
enclose a list, arrived with despatches from Bengal. My
anxious desire to learn the actual state of affairs in India
from the most authentic sources induced me to open the public
and secret packets, the contents of which I have examined
with great attention and care. I flatter myself that this step,
proceeding from a wish to enable myself to do justice to their
service, will meet with the approbation of the Court of Direc-
tors, and that they will be satisfied with the reasons which I
have offered in my letter to them on this subject.

The contents of these despatches have led me to a very
serious review of the opinions which I had formed under your
direction with regard to the relative situations of the several
native powers of India, and the system to be pursued with
respect to their interests by the government committed to my
charge.

The leading principle of your instructions to me as appli-
cable to our external policy in India, was, that I should en-
deavour, as nearly as possible, to preserve the balance of
power between the native princes upon the same footing on
which it was placed by the Treaty of Seringapatam.

It would be a waste of your time to state, at any length,
the precise nature of the relative conditions of those states
whose interests were affected, and whose power was ascer-
tained by the operation of that treaty. It will be sufficient to
remark, that one part of the policy of the treaty was, by
strengthening the Mahrattas and the Nizam to the extent and
in the manner provided by the articles of the treaty, to esta-
blish an efficient check upon the future ambition or resent-
ment of Tippoo, and to secure to us an efficient support
against him whenever we might have an occasion to call
for it.

The plain question, to which my attention has been di-
rected by the inspection of the late despatches, is this:—Are
the Mahrattas and the Nizam now in the same condition in

VOL. L. c
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which the Treaty of Seringapatam left them; and can we
now look to both, or to either of those powers, for that degrec
of support against Tippoo which it was the intention of that
treaty to provide? I am afraid that a very short examination
of the present position of the Mahrattas and of the Nizam
will furnish ample proof that neither of those powers remain
in the same state in which they stood in 1793, either with
relation to each other or to the general balance of power in
India; and above all, that their means of assisting us against
Tippoo are considerably diminished.

Since the conclusion of the peace of Seringapatam the
credit and resources of the Court of Hyderabad have been
constantly declining. The disgrace which fell upon the
Nizam’s army in the unfortunate contest with the Mahrattas
at Khurdlah, reduced the military character of the Court of
Ilyderabad to the lowest point of degradation. The treaty
in which that defeat terminated completed the humiliation of
the Nizam: you will remember that he was compelled to sa~
crifice a large portion of territory, to engage to pay a fine of
three crores of rupees, and to submit to the captivity of his
minister Azim ul Omra, who was carried a prisoner to
Poorah. Azim ul Omra resided at Poonah during the late
convulsions in the Mahratta governments, and bore a very
distinguished part in supporting Nana through the various
revolutions which followed the sudden death of the Peishwa
Mahda Row. For these services Nana had agreed to sacri-
fice all the benefits acquired for the Mahratta state against
the Nizam by the Treaty of Khurdlah. But the event has
been, that after the recovery of his own power, Nana has
insisted on the cession of one-fourth part of the territory, and
on the payment of one-fourth part of the fine stipulated by
that treaty. So that the final result is a considerable dimi-
nution of the territory and resources of the Nizam, added to
all the effects which might naturally be expected to be pro-
duced upon his domestic peace and foreign consideration by
so heavy a loss both of power and honour. The two rebel-
lions of the Nizam’s son Ali Jah, and of the son of Dara Jah,
are stated to have arisen from the contempt into which the
Nizam’s authority had fallen at home; and although those
rebellions have been quelled, the collections of the revenue
have been so severely affected, as well by them as by the
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detention of Azim ul Omra at Poonah, that the resources of
the country are not likely to recover the shock for some time.

The effect of these causes has been very much to lower
the value of the Nizam’s power in the scale of the neighbour-
ing states. He has been obliged to submit implicitly to the
will of the government of Poonah; the Rajah of Berar has
exacted large contributions from a part of his territory, and
Tippoo (although endeavouring to gain him as an ally,) has
omitted no occasion of expressing the utmost contempt for
his abject situation.

But the most striking feature of change in the state of
the Nizam’s affairs since 1793 is the alteration which has
taken place in his military establishment. This, at first view,
might appear an improvement of his political strength; but
whatever may be your judgment on that questionin a general
view of it, you will, I am persuaded, concur with me in opi-
nion, that the alteration which has taken place in the Nizam's
military establishment, since the peace of Seringapatam, has
nearly disqualified him from co-operating with us as an ally
in the cases for which that treaty meant to provide.

The Nizam since the peace has greatly reduced his cavalry
and other troops, and in the meanwhile has considerably aug-
mented the corps of Raymond, of the nature and principles
of which I have given a description in my Letter No.I. The
corps of Raymond now forms the great force of the Nizam’s
army ; and although very deficient in point of discipline and
skill when compared with our troops, is stated to be more
capable of performing useful service in the field than the
whole army furnished to us by his Highness in the late war
with Tippoo. On the other hand, perhaps the existence of
this corps, united as it is in the cause of France, connected
with Tippoo, and animated by that spirit of intrigue which
would lead it to mix in every distraction of the state, if not to
disturb the internal peace of the country by originating the
causes of confusion, may be considered as a circumstance of
positive weakness in the frame of the Nizam’s government.
Azim ul Omra certainly has felt the force of this argument,
and by consenting to the introduction of the corps of Boyd and
Finglass, appeared to be aware that the corps of Raymond
might eventually gain the ascendancy, which it might be
difficult to reduce within any bounds of moderation, and



20 THE EARL OF MORNINGTON, TO 28 Feb,

which might hereafter overthrow the power of a minister, or
dictate the succession to the throne itself.

But with respect to our alliance, and to the value of the
guarantee under the treaty of Paangul, the altered state of
the Nizam’s army places him in a condition worse than that
of absolute inefficiency. In a war with Tippoo, or in the still
more aggravated case of a war with him and France, the
forces of the Nizam must become useless (if not dangerous)
to us, precisely in proportion to the exigency of the case in
which our cause should demand the aid of our allies. I have
stated this argument already in my Letter No. I., to which 1
refer you; with this additional observation, that I cennot
conceive the case in which we could take the Nizam’s French
troops with us into the field, without the utmost huzard of
treachery, nor the case in which we could leave them hehind
us, without providing an equal force to watch their move-
ments. Recollecting that this corps is the only military force
of any kind of efficiency which we can expect from the Nizam
in the event of a war with Tippoo and France, you will
judge without difficulty what answer should be given to
the question which I have proposed upon this part of the
subject.

I have already observed how much the posture of the
Nizam's affairs is altered with relation to the balance of
power between him and the Mahratta states, and how much
he has been weakened and degraded by the Treaty of
Khurdlah, and by the manner in which it has been carried
into execution. In this view it has been a favourable circum-
stance to the Nizam, (and is perhaps that cause to which
alone he is indebted for the preservation of any degree of
strength, or even of his throne,) that the distractions of the
Mahratta empire have so shaken the power of the Peishwa,
and disturbed the unity of the confederation of the principal
chiefs, as to have very much impaired their means of carrying
on any considerable joint military operation. Notwithstand-
ing this circumstance, I still consider the Nizam to be ina
much weaker state, even with relation to the Mahrattas,
divided and broken as their power mnow is, than he was at
the conclusion of the peace of Seringapatam.

This leads me to submit to your consideration my ideas on
the actual condition of the Mahratta cmpire. I am aware
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that some opinions have been thrown out from very respect-
able quarters, the tendency of which appears to lead towards
a sentiment approaching to satisfaction in the dissentions and
divisions which have lately taken place among the Mahrattas.
I always considered the precise situation in which the Mah-
ratta empire stood, after the peace of Seringapatam, as the
most favourable to our interests. The powers of the different
co-estates were then sufficiently balanced amongst each other
to prevent any danger of that degree of union which could
at any time bring the whole of their force to operate in one
consolidated mass against the British’ possessions. On the
other hand, the influence of the Peishwa, or head of the
co-estates, and of his minister Nana, was such as to enable
them to bring into the field a respectable force, whenever
their engagements with us might require such an effort. This
appears to me to be the position in which we ought to endea-~
vour to maintain the Mahratta states; in which neither the
government of Poonah, nor any branch of the empire, should
obtain such an ascendancy as might enable it to concenter
the formidable strength of the whole against us, while the
head of this great body should still preserve such a degree
of power over several of the leading chiefs, as to become a
respectable ally to us in the moment of necessity. The pre-
sent posture of the Mahratta power is directly the reverse in
one respect of that which I have described. Fortunately no
one of the co-estates, nor the head of the empire, has yet
acquired the means of wielding the united force of the whole
body; but while some of the chiefs have made great and
valuable acquisitions of dominion, and considerably increased
their military strength, the authority and influence of the
Peishwa has rapidly declined; and it could not now be ex-
pected that any respectable body of chiefs would be disposed
to prosecute, under his direction, any common view or joint
operation with any degree of zeal or vigour. This has been
the effect produced by the late series of revolutions at
Poonah. Looking to the most important question for our
consideration—namely, the extent of the assistance which we
may expect from the Mahrattas, if we should have occasion
to call for their aid under the engagement subsisting between
us, I have viewed those revolutions with regret, and I cannot
now see their consequences in any more favourable light, as
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far as they regard us, than that of a positive diminution of
the strength of those barriers which it was the policy of the
Treaty of Seringapatam to raise against the power of Tippoo.
I have avoided entering into a detailed account of the respec-
tive positions of each of the great Mabratta chiefs, wishing
to call your attention to the more essential and pressing part
of the subject. But I believe you will find the circumstances
of each branch of the Mahratta power to have varied
since the year 1793 nearly according to the following state-
ment :—

Scindiah has made large acquisitions of territory, and im-
proved the discipline of his troops; he has also acquired
great influence at Poonah, but it may be doubted whether
the death of Mahdajee Scindiah has not been a greater loss to
the power of this branch of the empire than will be compen-
sated by any of these advantages. The character of Dowlut
Row Scindiah and of his ministers is such as to render the
power of this branch much less formidable than it was in the
lifetime of Mahdajee Scindiah.

The Rajah of Berar has made some progress in power
since the peace of Seringapatam, at the expense of the
Peishwa, of the Nizam, and of some Patan princes in Malwa.
His strength and consideration arc said to be upon the
increase.

Tuccojee Holkar's power was on the decline even before
his death, since that period the political weight of this family
has been greatly diminished by intestine divisions between
the successors of Tuccojee.

The chiefship of Purseram Bhow is extinct, and that of
Hurry Pundit has lost the greater part of its credit and
power.

I have already spoken of the Peishwa; the events which
bave reduced his importance are familiar to you. I will only
add this remark, that the jealousy which must naturally sub-
sist between the present Peishwa and his minister Nana (who
at one period of the late revolutions at Poonah supported
Chimna Appa, the younger son of Bajerow, the present
Peishwa) is a circumstance likely to present additional obsta-
cles to any vigorous exertion of the force of the govermment
of Poonah, if it does not produce some new convulsions in its
frame. I believe it may justly be said, that since the founda-
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tion of the government the power of the Peishwa never was
so inconsiderable in the general scale of the Mahratta states
as it is at this moment.

Having thus stated to you my reasons for apprehending
that the efficiency of both the allies on whom we are to
depend for aid in any future contest with Tippoo is so much
impaired since the year 1793, that we could not look to them
at this juncture for the same degree of assistance (whatever
that may have been) which Lord Cornwallis derived from
their cooperation in the late war with that prince. I now
beg leave to call your attention to certain circumstances in
our situation, intimately connected with our political weight
in India, and with our means of encountering again, at any
early period, the pressure of war.

The despatches which accompany this letter will.inform
you of the death of the Nabob Vizier Azoph ul Dowla, and
of the very extraordinary scenes which have passed in Oude
since that event. The event itself I should have considered
in the abstract as highly favourable to our interests, being
persuaded that under the reign of Azoph ul Dowla it would
cever have been impracticable to have carried into permanent
effect any reform in the disordered finances and undisciplined
army of that prince. With the assistance of Tofuzul Hussein
Khan, the new minister of Oude, it might have been hoped
that the succession of a new prince might have opened more
favourable prospects. But the strange and unfortunate cir-
cumstances attending the succession of Vizier Ali seem to
lead 10 a situation of affairs in Oude which, for some time,
wmust impair the strength of that frontier, and render the
country more open to the impression of a foreign enemy.
Almas Ali is said to be ready to take the field with a very
respectable force ; and the Rohilla chiefs, of whose persever-
ing spirit we have had a recent experience, are also men-
tioned as being upon the point of an insurrection: the whole
country is represented to be in a state to require the presence
of a large military force, for the maintenance of internal peace
and good order. This state of our affairs in Oude must be
deemed a positive diminution of our disposable force; I trust
that the activity (perhaps even the mere presence of our
wroops) may reduce the insurgents to submission. But while
wy ambiguity ramains respeeting the pormanency of the set-
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tlement made in favour of Vizier Ali—while the same turbu-
lent spirit shall exist among the Rohillas, and the military
power of Almas Ali continues undiminished, it can never be
safe to withdraw our troops; and it must be remarked that
the danger of withdrawing them would be increased exactly
in proportion to the pressure of the necessity of employing
them against any foreign enemy. You will find that the
Governor-General states his conviction, without reserve, that
the approach of Zemaun Shah towards the frontier of Oude
would become the signal of general revolt and plunder in
that province. In the meanwhile I cannot consider the calk
for the employment of our troops in quellinig the spirit of in-
surrection in another quarter to be yet so little urgent as to
leave us free to act against an enemy on that side without
apprehension of our own subjects. I ullude to the present
state of the coast of Malabar. I find that a treaty has been
signed with the Pyche Rajah; but as far as I can collect from
the despatches, it does not appear to me that his submission
has been so complete, or his power so broken, as to warrant
a sentiment of security either in his weakness or in his sin-
cerity. 'This circumstance again must operate as a diversion
of our force in the cvent of war. With respect to our
financial resources 1 refer you to the same despatches for an
account of the general embarrassment both ~f public and
private credit, and the difficulty of raising money for public
credil, even at the exorbitant intercst of 12 per cent., with
the combined advantage of a remittance. The great expense
of the long intended and suddenly relinquished expedition
to Manilla, must of necessity increas both the difliculty and
the exigency of raising further loans,

To this view of our situation must be added the state of
our dependencies of Arcot and Tanjore, as represented by
the Madras government, both with respect to the disaffection
and refractory spirit of the Nabob and Rajah, and to the
decline of the permanent sources of public revenue. I hope
I shall not be suspected of wishing to draw a gloomy or exag-
gerated picture of the altered aspect of our affairs since the
peace of Seringapatam ; my only wish is to fix your attention,
as I have fixed my own, on the true points of our weakness,
for the purpose of considering the speediest means of reco-
vering our strength. I hnow that the fortunate events of
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this most glorious war have given us an ascendancy over every
European nation in India, such as we never before possessed ;
but I cannot shut my éyes to the diminution which our weight
in the scale of the country powers has suffered, and is
likely to suffer still more, if the means of checking the pro-
gress of the evil be much longer neglected. Nor can I
refuse my assent to the truth of a proposition which I now
think it my duty to urge to you with great earnestness, that
unless effectnal and vigorous measures be taken for quelling
the disturbances in our own provinces and in those of our
dependencies, I do not see how we can again be prepared to
meet an enemy of any respectable force in the field. To the
distress of our finances I am persuaded your most anxious
attention will be given without delay, and you may rely on
receiving from me the most ample communications on that
subject upon my arrival in India.

In reviewing our political situation in India, particularly
with regard to our comparative power of curbing the attempts
of Tippoo, I ought not to omit the consideration of the rela-
tive strength of that prince as it exists in the present mo-
ment, and as it stood at the conclusion of the peace of
Seringapatam.

Since that period of time he has enjoyed perfect internal
tranquillity : ‘While our allies all around him have been dis-
tracted and exhasusted by domestic rebellions, successive
revolutivns, and mutual wars, he has been employed in re-
cruiting the sources of his strength, improving his revenues,
and invigorating the discipline of his armies. It is true that
he must now have nearly lost all hope of assistance¥* from
France, or from any other Luropean power; hut that hope
was long cherished by him, and it encouraged him to the
great exertions which have unquestionably added to his mili-
tary strength. He has been very active for some time past in
his applications to the Courts of the Native Powers, endeavour-
ing to stir them up against us. He certainly applied for that
purpose to the Nizam, and (during the absence of Azim ul

* It is true there were no French Troops disposable at the Mauritiug,
and France scemed at that tune too much engaged in Ewmope to spare
troops for the East; but Tippoo was not awaire of these circumstances,
and had sent Ambassadors to the Mauntius at this very period, of which
Lord Mornington could not then be apprsed.
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Omra at Poonah) he made a very strong impression upon
the politics of the Court of Hyderabad, where he now has a
Vakeel, and where he certainly has many partizans, as well
in the corps of Raymond as in the service of Umjid ud
Dowla, a chief of a considerable faction called the Paungah
party, and in that of Imtiaz ud Dowlah, nephew to the
Nizam. Tippoo has also sent Vakeels to Poonah, with the
same object of raising a spirit of hostility against us. His
success, I believe, has not answered his wishes in that
quarter.

But the most remarkable step which Tippoo has lately
taken, is his communication with Zemaun Shah. The de-
clared projects of Zemaun Shah, added to the attempts
which he has recently made towards carrying them into
execution, must, in their general impression and effect,
be considered as an accession of strength to the cause of
Tippoo. If an invasion of Hindostan should ever seriously
be atteropted by Zemaun Shah, the diversion of our force,
which would be occasioned by such an event, would offer the
most favourable opportunity to an attack from Tippoo on our
possessions in the Peninsula. No mode of carrying on war
against us could be more vexatious or more distressing o our
resources than a combined attack upon Oude and the Car-
natic. It is not impossible that the late intercourse between
Tippoo and Zemaun Shah had for its object, on the part of
the former at least, some such plan of joint operation. I
know that it is the fashion to treat the projects of Zemaun
Shah very lightly. In the despatches you will see an account
of his force, and you will find a detail of all the intelligence
obtained respecting his future intentions, as well as of the
causes likely to obstruct their execution. ‘The result of an
examination of these materials upon my mind is a conviction
that Zemaun Shah has not abandoned his project of invading
Hindostan, and that the safest means of rendering that pro-
ject abortive will be to consider it as practicable, and to take
the best precautions against it which the advantages of our
situation and the interval of time can furnish. The fact is
that Zemaun Shah was able to advance to Lahore without
opposition from the Seiks: whatever circumstances recalled
him into his own dominions, the above-mentioned fact well
deserves attention, because it contradicts all the conjectures
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and opinions which had been so confidently formed with
respect to the obstacles which Zemaun Shah would meet in
his passage from his own dominions to ours. The nation of
the Seiks was said to be the first barrier against him, and it
was asserted this barrier alone would be insuperable. He
contrived, however, to pass through the country of the Seiks
unmolested, and, if I am rightly informed, he has since endea-
voured, not without success, to negociate a treaty with some
of the leaders of the various factions which distract that
nation. Should he succeed in establishing an amicable inter-
course with any large body of the Seiks, it would greatly
facilitate the success of his supposed project of invasion.
Between the country of the Seiks and the frontier of Oude
no obstacle remains but the Mahratta Power. It is perfectly
well known that when Zemaun Shah reached Lahore the
Mahrattas were by no means in a condition to check his pro-
gress. They had no army in that quarter which could have
been opposed to him in the field. Scindiah was at that time
at Poonah with the greater part of his force deeply engaged
in the intrigues and revolutions of which that place has been
so long the scene, If Zemaun Shah had not been recalled
by some domestic cause (of which the true nature does not
seem yet to be thoroughly understood), there cannot be a
doubt that he might have penetrated through the possessions
of Scindiah, in the neighbourhood of Delhi and Agra, with-
out difficulty, if not without opposition. From the accounts
which I have received of the military force of Scindiah, I do
not believe that he alone would be able to cope with the army
of Zemaun Shah, and therefore I do not feel that we should be
secure at any time if we relied on his single efforts to check
the approach of the invading force. With the experience
of this critical state of affairs in my mind, I cannot consider
the idea of an invasion from Cabul as a mere visionary dan-
ger. It does not appear to have been so considered by the
present Government of Bengal, who have stated it as one of
the leading circumstances which called for an augmentation
of their native mfantry.

To recur, therefore, to the view of the political balance of
power in India, which I was endeavouring to submit to you, |
think myself compelled to estimate the foree of Tippoo with
reference to the projects of Zemaun Shah, and to the possi-
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bility of their (at least limited) success; and on this ground I
must conclude that Tippoo’s consideration has received addi-
tional weight since the year 1793.

If the facts be true which 1 have stated on both sides of
this enumeration of the comparative circumstances of our
situation in India, and of those which affect the situation of
Tippoo, it must be admitted that he has rather gained than
lost weight in the period of time described, and that the con-
sistency, unity, and efficiency of our side of the balance has
suffered no inconsiderable degree of diminution. In my
Letter No. I., from this place, I have opencd to you some
parts of the general outline of those measures which appear
to me to be best calculated to restore the Native Powers of
India and ourselves to the same position in which we stood
in 1798, as far as the change of times and circumstances will
admit. So far from viewing any plan tending to this object,
as an innovation upon our system of Indian government, I
feel it to be my duty to state such a plan, in conformity to the
instructions which I had reccived from you at the time of my
departure, and to cvery principle which I have at any time
imbibed from you on this interesting subject. 7%e balance
of power in India no longer exists upon the same fooling on
which it was placed by the peace of Seringapatam. The
question therefore must arise, how it may best be brought
back again to that state, in which you have directed me to
maintain i, .

My present view of the subject is, that the wisest course
would be to strengthen the Mahrattas and the Nizam, by
entering into a defensive alliance with the former against
Zemaun Shah, and by affording to the latter an addition of
military strength, and the means of extricating himself from
the control of the French party at Hyderabad.

In framing a treaty of defensive alliance against Zemaun
Shah, the object to be sought would be the securing an effi-
cient force to be in the field in due time to check the progress
of Zemaun Shah in the Mahratta territory of Delhi, or at
least of Agra: the danger to be avoided would be the draw-
ing our tronps farther beyond the line of the frontier of Oude
than might be necessary for securing the fair common objects
of the alliance. To this treaty I would make the Nizam a
party. The treaty should not contain a hostile word against
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Zemaun Shah, excepting only with reference to the single
case of his projects of invasion; and it should be communi-
cated to him with assurances of our determination never to
molest him in his own dominions, nor to suffer him to ap-
proach ours. I have sufficiently stated all that relates to the
Nizam in my Letter No. L., to which I refer you also for my
opinion of the possibility of removing the grounds of jealousy
between him and the Mahrattas, or at least of checking
the hostile attempts of either party upon the power of the
other.

You will perceive that the course of my opinions would
also lead me to take every step consistent with the rules of
caution and moderation for restoring to the Peishwa such a
degree of power as might render him able to fulfil the sub-
sisting engagements between us and the Mahratta empire.

The most pressing part of the whole subject seems to be
the state of Oude, of the coast of Malabar, of the Carnatic,
and of Tanjore. With respect to the disturbances in Qude
I trust that the exertions of Lord Teignmouth and of Sir
Alured Clarke will have done a great deal before my arrival.
I think this the occasion to remark to you, that I have met no
person who does not complain of the insufficiency of our force
in cavalry in Bengal and Oude. Our new native regiments
are yet scarcely formed, and there is but one regiment of
European dragoons in that quarter, which alsois nearly ineffi-
cient, from having been imprudently and unnecessarily ex-
posed to the violence of the heat. There is a very good and
more than complete regiment of dragoons here (the 8th),
which, having been here for near two years, is well seasoned
for the Indian service. It would be a very acceptable guest
in Bengal, and might become very useful, not only in the
event of any attempt of Zemaun Shah, but also in quelling
the disturbances in Oude, and in serving as a model to our
newly-raised native cavalry. I confess, that under all the
present circumstances of India, I should be glad to see one or
two more King’s regiments of infantry in Bengal. There is
a very fine regiment now here (the 84th), which has been
thoroughly seasoned, and is extremely strong in point of num-
bers. At all events I hope you will reinforce our cavalry
without delay, and at the same time send us some good
cavalry officer to form the new corps.
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With respect to the coast of Malabar I shall never think
our affairs safe in that quarter until the whole tribe of pecu-
lators and plunderers has been severely punished, and until
the Pyche Rajah has been reduced to unconditional submis-
sion. Our possessions on the coast of Mulabar will become
an incumbrance to us if they are not speedily brought into
some condition of order. A more active and vigorous con-
trol is necessary. I cannot speak of Arcot and Tanjore
until I have been upon the spot. You will find by the
despatches, that in consequence of a failure in the pay-
ment of his kists, a part of the Rajah’s country is fallen into
our hands. The present state of India does not perhaps, on
the whole, offer the most favourable occasion for the new
settlement of the Musnud of Tanjore. IfI should see causy
for delay I shall not hesitate to postpone the deposition of
the present Rajah to a more convenient time, according to
the discretionary powers vested in me by the orders of the
Secret Committee.

The only point which remains for consideration is the con-
duct to be observed towards Tippoo. You will find in the
despatches that the Supreme Government still retain their
opinion respecting our right to the district of Wynaad; but
as they have directed that an amicable inquiry should take
place on that question, the execution of your orders will be-
come more easy.*

I have adverted in this Letter to the increased assiduity
with which Tippoo has endeavourcd to raise animosities
against us among the Native Powers, and to his intercourse
with Zemaun Shah. I wish to know from you, whether we
ought to suffer, without animadversion and spirited represen-
tation, such open acts of hostility on the part of Tippoo?
My ideas on this subject are, that as on the one hand we
ought never to use any high language towards Tippoo, nor
ever attempt to deny him the smallest point of his just rights,
so on the other, where we have distinct proofs of his machin-
ations against us, we ought to let him know that his treachery
does not escape our observation, and to make him fecl that he

ettt b e s o o L

* Mr, Dundag’s verbal orders to Lord Mornington (given at Walmer
Castle, in presence of Mr. Pitt, in October 1797) were to restore Wynaud
to Tippoo without requiring any equivalent.
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is within the reach of our vigilance. At present it appears to
me that he is permitted to excite ill will against us wherever
he pleases, without the least attempt on our part to repre-
hend either him for the suggestion, or the Court, to whom he
applies, for listening to it.

This examination of the political state of India leads me to
look at the situation in which we should find ourselves in
that quarter in the event of the speedy conclusion of a peace
with France.

The best peace we can expect will restore to the French
all, and to the Dutch (whom I conceive as French under
another name) a great part of their former possessions in
India. The condition of the several Native Powers, both
with relation to each other and to our interests, is more fa-
vourable to the success of French intrigue than it has been
at any period since the peace of Seringapatam. We must
therefore expect to be assailed on all sides by the combined
operations of every species of instrument which can be set to
work for the purpose of undermining the foundations of our
credit, character, and power. You can best judge whether
it may be possible to introduce into the Treaty of Peace any
restrictions which shall tend to check, in any degree, the vio-
lence of this evil. DBut if there be truth in the views which I
take of the state of India, and of the probable conduct of the
French whenever they shall again obtain even their former
footing in that country, how powerful an argument arises
against permitting them to receive any addition of strength
which might render them more respectable in the general
scale of Indian power. I am persuaded that the possession
of Ceylon, either in the hands of France or of her bond-slave
Holland, would cnable the French interests in India to rise,
within a very short period, to a degree of formidable strength
never before possessed by them. On this subject I find no
difference of opinion in the minds of any person acquainted
with India. The possession of Ceylon is universally held to
be indispensable to the preservation both of our power on the
Continent and of our commerce on the seas of India.

I am led by this observation to add a very few words with
relation to this place :—

Before my arrval here I had formed very high ideas of the
intrinsic value of the Cape as a colony, but I had not esti-
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mated so highly its value with reference to the defence of our
trade to the East, and of our territories in India.

You will have received from Lord Macartney such ample
details with respect to the real value of this colony in point
of revenue, and of every species of .resource, that I shall say
no more than that 1 am convinced it would require 2 long
tract of time to render the Cape an object of any considera-
tion in this view. You must consider it as a possession which
cannot furnish the means of maintaining its own expense, and
you must look for its value in the positive advantages it would
afford to the enemy as a military and naval station for offensive
purposes against you, and in the relative advantages which
can be imagined to a power compelled to maintain a large
European force in India. The climate is remarkably healthy,
so much so that the appearance both of the officers and sol-
diers stationed here bears striking testimony to the fact; you
will hardly see regiments in England of so healthy an appear-
ance as thoge which have been here for any time. The heat
is however frequently very severe, so that a soldier who has
been here for a year or two is well accustomed to be exposed
to a very ardent sun, and reccives a sort of preparation for
the climate of India. The advantage of this circumstance has
lately been proved in India, where the regiments which had
passed through the seasoning of this climate have arrived and
continued in much better health than those which proceeded
thither directly from Europe, or which remained here but for
a very short period of time. As a depot, therefore, for the
maintenance of a military force in India, the Cape is invalu-
able; and to the enemy, in this view, it would furnish easy
means of pouring in troops either upon the coast of Coro-
mandel or of Malabar, in such a state of health as to he able
to encounter at once all the inconveniences of an Indian cli-
mate. With this opinion you may judge with what serious
apprehension I should see this place in the hands of the
enemy, (o whose political consideration in India such a pos-
session would always be a powerful accession, but at no time
so formidable as in the present disturbed state of the Native
Powers.

As a naval station I look upon the Cape to be still more
important. Many ships in the Indian and China trade make
the land upon the outward, and all upon the homeward-
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bound, passage. The course of those even which keep
farthest to the southward never is more distant from the Cape
than two or three degrees of latitude. An enemy’s squadron
stationed at the Cape, could not fail to intercept the greater
part of our trade to and from the East, without being under
the necessity of making any very distant cruizes. 'We should
find it impossible to Lheck the operations of such a squadron,
unless we could continue to send out with every trading fleet
from Europe a convoy of such considerable force as must
compel us greatly to increase our present naval establish-
ments. The expense of fitting out such large fleets of ships
of war, victualled and stored for the whole voyage to India or
China, would be enormous; and here, in my opinion, is the
point of the question upon which the whole argument must
turn—which would be the heavier expense? to retain the Cape,
keeping up a large naval and military establishment here, and
using it as an outpost to your Indian empire, or to leave the
Cape in the hands of the enemy, and by so doing incur the
necessity of increasing to a vast amount the protecting naval
force requisite for the defence of your Indian and China
trade? The expense of the Cape in our hands, however
large, must not be estimated at so much positive loss. There
are two points of view in which that loss may be considered
to be compensated by a proportional diminution of expense
in other establishments. The army stationed at the Cape
might always be looked upon as a part of the Indian force,
and a correspondent saving ought to be made in the expense
of your European army in India. Your Indian and China
ships might, under proper regulations, be victualled at the
Cape at a much cheaper rate than in Europe ; consequently,
their valuable cargoes both outward and homeward might be
increased in proportion to the smaller quantity of tonnage oc-
cupied by their provisions. Instead of taking six months’
provisions from Asia or Europe, they need not take more
than three, and the vacant tonnage might serve for an aug-
mentation of their cargoes of merchandize. In this view a
great advantage would result to the East India Company
from the possession of the Cape. The whole of this com-
parative statement might be reduced to calculation, and it
would not be difficult for you at once to estimate the several
articles of expense which must be incurred by the public in
VOL. I D
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either event, of retaining the Cape or of abandoning it to
France.

But I doubt whether, with the Cape in the hands of the
enemy, it would be possible for you to maintain your Indian
trade or empire, unless you could acquire some other settle-
ment on the southern continent of Africa. This I know to
be Lord Macartney’s opinion ; and if this opinion be just, the
question of the expense of maintaining the Cape will be ma-
terially varied.

To bring back this discussion to the point from which it
proceeded, I trust you will bear in mind the state of the
Native Powers in India at this moment ; and recollecting that
the greatest advantage which we now possess in the present
deranged condition of those interests, which had been so
wisely and judiciously balanced by the Treaty of Seringapa-
tam, is the utter exclusion of any preponderant luropean
Power from the scale of Indian politics, you will coutend
strenuously against any concession in the peace with France
which may place the security of our Kastern trade and em-
pire at her mercy.

Believe me, dear Sir, &e¢, &e.
MoxNING roN.

P. 8. On reading over my letter I find that T have omitted
to state one consideration relating to the value of the Cape ne
a military station, 1 believe the nece.sity of retaining Cey-
lon is now admitted universally. 'With the Cape in the hands
of an enemy, would it be possible to retain Ceylon for any
long period of time ?
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No. IV.
Lard Dlornangton to the Nebob of Areot.
April 27th, 1798.
May 1T PLEASE YOUR HieuNESS,

It has given me great satisfaction to learn from General
Harris that your Highness enjoys a good state of health. My
first enquiries upon my arrival at Fort St. George were
respecting your Highness's welfare.

I return your Highness many thanks for the several oblig-
ing messages which I have had the honor to receive from
you.

I am very anxious to takc he earliest opportunity of pay-
ing you my respects in person, and of presenting to you
several letters which I am charged to deliver to you from his
Majesty the King of Great Britain, from IT. R. FI. the Prince
of Wales, H, R. H. the Duke of York, and the Marquess
Cornwallis.

I will wait upon your Highness with great pleasure at any
hour that you will be pleased to appoint on to-morrow, or
any day that may be agreeable to you.

I have the honor to be, &e.
MoORNINGTON.

I date this letter from one of your Highness's houses in
which Gen. Iarris has placed me.

—— —— —

No. V.
The Prince of Wales to the Nubob of Arcot.

Carlton House, October 14, 1797

The Nobleman who will deliver this Letter to your High-
ness, it is with the greatest satisfaction I inform you, is a par-
ticular friend of my own—he is justly celebrated for his great
talents ; and his private character being that of honour, mo-
deration and mildness, must necessarily recommend him to
the corfidence and good opinion of your Highness.

I could say much more upon this subject, but when I ac-
quaint you, that his Majesty had previously bestowed upon
him the most eminent marks of royal favour, I am sure it must
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be deemed uscless to suggest any other proof how acceptable
such a nomination must be to the interests of your Highness.
I shall conclude with expressing a hope that your Highness
may long continue to enjoy that health and prosperity to
which your exalted rank and character entitles you.
I am your affectionate Friend,

G.P.'W.

No. VL

Marquess Cornwallis to the Nubob of Arcot.

‘Whitehall, 17th Qctober, 1797.

This letter will be delivered to your Highness by Lord
Mornington, who is appointed Governor General, and who
will pass some days at Madras on his way to Bengal.

Lord Mornington is my friend, and as I know that he en-
tertains the same sentiments with myself respecting the affairs
of India, I can venturc to promise that he will behave towards
you with kindness, and endeavour to promote your welfare
and happiness.

Your Highness must remember the many conversations
that we had on the situation of your father and your family,
and the condition of your country, and how strongly I repre-
sented to you the distresses which your father had brought
upon himself by listening to the advice of those Europeans
who flattered him only to serve their own purposes, instead
of trusting to the friendship and honor of the Company’s
Government,

I have frequently heard you confess that no European ever
came to Chepauk Ilouse, but with an intention to take your
father’s money, and you gave me reason to believe that when
you succeeded to the sovereignty of the country, you would
endeavour to secure yourself from the attempts of a similar
nature by removing to a greater distance from the scene of
intrigue and corruption.

Whatever your present determination may be, I recommend
to you to speak your mind openly and freely to Lord Mor-
nington, whom you may safely trust, and who has no object
in view but your interest and that of the Company, which in
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the opinion of all men who wish well to both parties, must
ever be inseparable.

I am your Highness's sincere Friend,
CorNWALLIS.

No. VIIL.

George III. to the Nabob of Arcot

George the Third, by the Grace of God King of Great
Britain, France, and Ireland, Defender of the Christian Faith,
Duke of Brunswick and Lunenburgh, Arch Treasurer and
Prince Elector of the Holy Roman Empire, &c.,—To his
Highness the Nawaub Omdal-ul Omrah Mayeen ul Mulk,
Assad-ud Dowlah, Hussein Ally Cawn Bahawder Zulfattar
Tung Sepah Surdan, Sovereign of the Carnatic, Payenghaut,
and Ballanghaut.

Your Highness’s letter of the 19th of March, 1796, has
been safely delivered to us by our faithful servant Admiral
Sir George Keith Elphinstone, and we are convinced your
Highness will learn with pleasure that, in order to give this
excellent officer a proof of our entire satisfaction with the
services he had rendered to our Crown, to your Highness,
and to the East India Company during his command in India,
we have conferred upon him a mark of our Royal favor by
raising him to the dignity of the peerage in our kingdom of
Ireland.

The happiness we at all times derive from your Highness's
friendly correspondence has been on this occasion deeply
affected on observing the differences which appear to exist
between your Highness and our faithful -servant Lord Hobart,
who, whatever momentary inconvenience your Highness may
have experienced from his conduct, we are confident could be
actuated by no other motive than an anxious desire to ensure
the permanent welfare and honor of your Highness, and the
happiness and prosperity of your people.

Thesc important considerations we well know to be also
the grounds of your Highness's conduct, and we earnestly
recommend to you to be assured that the Counsels of our Mi-
nisters at home, and the wishes of the East India Company
and its Servants, are ever directed to these objects.
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The East India Company has appointed our right trusty
and right well beloved Cousin and Councillor, Richard, Earl
of Mornington, in our kingdom of Ireland, Baron Wellesley
in our kingdom of Great Britain, and Knight of the most
Iustrious Order of Saint Patrick, to be Governor General
in India.

Our experience of his conciliatory temper, and many emi-
nent virtues and abilities in various offices he has held for
many years under our Crown, induced us to recommend him
to this high and important station. These distinguished
qualities are so many pledges to us, that the exercise of the
power vested in him will be such as to conciliate your High-
ness’s entire confidence and esteem, and that your Highness
will endeavour on all uccasions to cultivate his friendship and
good will, by co-operating with him in all his salutary views
for the happiness of your Highness, and of your subjects, and
for strengthening and confirming the engagements of amity
and union subsisting between your Highness and the East
India Company.

From our experience of the felicity derived from our con-
stant paternal love and care of all our subjects, we are per-
suaded your Highness will best promote your individual hap-
piness and tranquillity, by shewing yourself on all occasions
just, benevolent and merciful to all those whom the Almighty
has placed under your protection, by calling to Ilis presence
your august Father, His former servant.

This line of conduct, an inviolable fidelity in all your en-
gagements, and an unreserved confidence in, and support of,
the measures the wisdom of the Earl of Mornington may sug-
gest, cannot fail to ensure to your Ilighness the continuance
of the most sincere friendship on the part of the EKast India
Company, and of our alliance and protection.

We embrace this opportunity of informing your Highness
that, on the 11th of this month, one of our flcets obtained a
most brilliant and decisive victory over the grand fleet of
Holland, of which more than one half was taken and is
brought into our ports. An event so glorious to our arms,
and of such importance to the security of all our possessions,
and of India in particular, will, we are persuaded, afford your
Highness great satisfaction.

We have only further to assure you of the lively interest
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we take in every thing that concerns your Highness, and the
happiness we at all times feel when your Highness's friendly
letters are delivered into our hands.

And so we bid you farewell.

No. VIIL
Memorandum at Fort St. George.

Fort St. George, May 8, 1798.

His Highness the Nabob of the Carnatic, having expressed
his desire, that a new arrangement should take place with
respect to the Polygars, and to several other points, commu-
nicated by his Highness in conversation and in writing to
Lord Mornington, and his Highness having also complained,
that under the present arrangement of his menthly payments,
he was compelled at a particular period of every year to raise
money upon assignments of the revenues of the country,
which forms the security for the payment of'the Company’s
military subsidy, Lord Mornington declared his cordial dis-
position to enter upon the consideration of his Highnesses
propositions, provided his Highness would consent to permit
the servants of the Company, to become the managers of the
several districts in the Carnatic mortgage for the payment of
the annual military subsidy. This condition Lord Morning-
ton proposed, as the only effectual remedy which could be
applied to the injurious system of anticipating the revenues
of the mortgaged districts by loans and Tunkhwahs, or other
modes of assignment; a system, which the Honorable the
Court of Directors has declared to be contrary to the letter,
and subversive of the spirit of the treaty of 1792,

No. IX.
From Governor Duncan.
My Lorp, Bombay, 23rd May, 1796.

I beg leave, on the occasion of this first communication, to
assure your lordship that it's not having been eatlier has cer-



40 GOVERNOE DUNCAN T Oct.

tainly proceeded from no other motive than a reluctance to
appear forwardly intrusive on your lordship's time, having
otherwise little else to impart than what will have much sooner
reached you through the correspondence of the Commission-
ers in Malabar and of the Board here, with the Government
of Fort St. George, and with the acting Governor-General ;
nor have our lastest advices from the coast tended hitherto to
throw any satisfactory light on what may be the Sultan’s in-
tentions, but should he have been induced to more peaceable
councils, so fortunate a change must, no doubt, have been
the happy effect of the influence of your lordship’s opportune
arrival, and of its consequences.

Being still, however, uncertain here as to the event, I
think your lordship may consider as meriting some degree of
attention, the following memoranda, collected from such
information as could be furnished by Captain Smedley and
the officers of the Raymond, from the opportunities they had
whilst in company with their captors of deriving insight into
the views of the French us connected with Tippoo; all which
seems but too corroborative of the other indications on the
same subject, which were such as to have induced us very
earnestly to convey all the knowledge we possessed on the
subject to the Admiral, with the hope of thereby frustrating
the arrival of succours to Tippoo by the way of Mangalore,
as might, no doubt, have been ensured but for the carly de-
parture of the Suffolk and Arrogant to the other coast,
which was immediately followed by the surprise and capture
of our Indiamen, the loss from which to the Company will
not, including the Amelia destroyed by fire, exceed four
lacks and thirty thousand rupees, instead of the very large
amount which by the newspapers it appears to have been un-
derstood to amount to on the other side of India, and we have
taken measures to provide against the recurrence of such a
misfortune by fixing the seat of the commercial residency at
Cannanore, under the guns of which fortress several India-
men may at a time, or separately, find effectual protection
from any encmy.

With the best wishes for the success and honour of your
lordship’s administration, and the sincerest desire to contri-
bute towards it by every exertion that in my station I can



1798. THE EARL OF MORNINGTON. 41

make, as well as thence to merit and enjoy the gratification
of your lordship’s correspondence and advice.
I have the honor to be,
My Lord,
Your Lordship’s very obedient humble servant,
The Rt. Hon. the Earl of MorNINGTON, K. P. JouN DuNcaN.
&e. &c. &e., Bengal.

[The Memoranda gives the evidence of some English pri-
soners on board La Preneuse French frigate, as to a copy of
the proceedings at the Isle of France, in reference to Tippoo
Sultaun’s embassy having been hung up in the state cabin of
La Preneuse, whose officers repeatedly inquired whether
Tippoo had not already declared war against the East India
Company.]

No. X.
Minute of the Governor-General on Tanjore. 3lst of Muy, 1798.

I take this early opportunity of communicating to the Board
the annexed Letter, delivered to me by the Secret Committee
of the Honourable the Court of Directors, containing the
final judgment of the Government at home upon the impor-
tant question of the succession to the Musnud of Tanjore;
together with the orders to the Government of Fort St.
George, and to myself for executing that judgment. Upon
my arrival at Fort St. George I had the satisfaction to learn
that the general state of India in relation to the internal si-
tuation of our possessions, as well as to external politics, was
such as would admit of the immediate execution of the orders
of the Secret Committee, but other material considerations
occurred to my mind which led me to conclude that some mo-
dification in the manner of carrying those orders into effect
was necessary, for the purpose of securing the attainment of
the substantial ends of justice, to which the views of the
Secret Committee were principally directed.

By the annexed despatch the appointment of a Commission
to examine and report the real state of the country of Tan-
joreis ordered, as a step preparatory to the ultimate measure
of placing Serfogee upon the Musnud.
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From the best information which I could collect during my
stay at Madras, I am convinced that while a large portion of
the country shall remain in the hands of the present Rajah,
and while his authority shall be acknowledged to be lawful,
the inquiries of such a Commission would be embarrassed in
every shape, and frustrated in the end; and that the final
result would prove equally prejudicial to the interests of Ser-
fogee, and highly injurious to the prosperity and happiness
of the people of Tanjore.

To enable the Commission to prosecute their inquiries with
any prospect of success, it would be necessary that they
should have access to all the accounts of the Palace, and that
they should have powers to require the attendance of all
persons whom they might deem capable of furnishing them
with information respecting the real state of the country,

It could not be expected that the present Rajah would wil-
lingly give his consent to an inquiry which must terminate in
exposing his evil administration, or that, if he could be pre-
vailed upon to acquiesce in such a measure, he would not
oppose to its progress obstacles which no diligence or ac-
tivity could overcome, and which must render the whole in-
vestigation abortive.

The report of a Commission so embarrassed must have
proved insufficient to answer the views entertained by the
Secret Committee of founding upon it the basis of a new set-
tlement for the country of Tanjore.

Inaddition to this consideration, it would have been impossi-
ble to expect that a Commission under such circumstances could
have produced a report within any short period of time, The
information which I received at Madras convinced me that no
report could be made by such a Commission within a shorter
space of time than ten or twelve months; a degree of delay
as contrary to the spirit of the orders of the Secret Committee
as to the substantial purposes of justice.

It could never have been in the contemplation of the
Government at home, after the solemn adjudication of the
Musnud to Serfogee, to postpone to so distant a day, by
an act of their own, his final restoration to his acknowledged
rights.

For so long a period of time it would not have been pos-
sible, by any degree of vigilance, to have concealed the real
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object of the inquiry from the anxious mind of the present
possessor of the Musnud of Tanjore.

Under such circumstances Amer Sing would no longer have
felt any interest in the welfare of the country, or in fulfilling
the stipulations of the Treaty of 1792 with regard to his
payments to the Company; and it cannot be doubted that he
and his adherents would have endeavoured, by every means
in their power, to protract the investigation, in order to avail
themselves of the interval for the purposes of extortion and
embezzlement.

The consequences to the interests of Serfogee, to those of
the Company, and to the welfare of the people of Tanjore,
are evident.

To have appointed a Commission without the consent of
the present Rajah, and to have empowered them to act igde-
pendently of his authority, would have been considered by
him, as well as by the other powers of India, as a violation of
the Treaty of 1792, to which we are bound to adhere so
long as we continue to recognize him as the lawful Prince of
Tanjore.

To obviate these difficulties, I determined previously to my
departure from Fort St. George to place Serfogee upon the
Musnud with all practicable dispatch, and to direct that the
necessary inquiries into the state of the country should be
made after his accession; when I have no doubt that they
may be prosecuted with facility, and may furnish materials
for a final arrangement of the affairs of Tanjore conformable
to the orders of the Secret Committee, and equally beneficial
to all parties.

The inquiry into the relative rights of Serfogee and Amer
Sing having been prosecuted principally at this residency,
and it being necessary for the honour and reputation of the
British name to accompany the deposition of the latter with a
full explanation of the grounds on which so important a mea-~
sure was determined, I did not think it advisable to issue my
final orders to the Government of Fort St. George until I
had been enabled, by a reference to those who had been em-
ployed in the conduct of the inquiryin Bengal, to frame a
distinct statement of its nature and object.

Accordingly I have postponed my ultimate instructions to
the Government of Fort St. George until the present mo-
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ment; it is now my intention to direct that Government to
place Serfogee upon the Musnud of Tanjore without further
delay.

I propose to leave it to that Government to make such ar-
rangements as they may deem advisable for carrying this
measure into execution in the most expeditious manner, and
for guarding against any disturbance or insult to the Rajah,
Amer Sing, or his family. I trust, however, there are no
reasons to apprehend any such event.

It will be proper, notwithstanding, before the present
Rajah is apprised of the intentions of Government, that pre-
cautions should be taken for preventing the removal of any
of the public treasure, jewels, or papers from the Palace;
and I think it advisable that the resident, the commanding
officer of the troops, and any other persons whom the Go-
vernment of Fort St. George may direct to accompany the
Resident for that purpose, should be ordered to fix their
seals on the apartments in which such papers or effects are
lodged, until Serfogee shall be established on the Musnud.

No time should be lost in removing Amer Sing from Tan-
jore to whatever place the Government of Fort St. George
may think proper, and a suitable guard should be stationed
with him for his protection: his future place of residence will
be determined by circumstances.

I have prepared for the Rajah, Amer Sing, to be delivered
to him on announcing the decision of the Company, a letter,
communicating the grounds of the judgment in favour of the
right of Serfogee, and assuring him that his person shall be
protected ; and that whatever shall be adjudged to be his
private property, and not to belong to the Sircar, shall be se-
cured to him, together with a suitable provision for his main-
tenance so long as he shall conduct himself in all respects to
the satisfaction of the Government of Fort St. George.

Immediately after Serfogee shall have been placed upon
the Musnud, it will be proper to cause a proclamation (of
which I now lay a copy before the Board), with translations
in all the country languages, and copies of all the questions
stated to the Pundits regarding the succession both here and
at Fort St. George, to be fixed up in the most public places
in Tanjore.

A letter has also been prepared, to be delivered to Ser-
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fogee on communicating to him the decision in favour of his
right to the Musnud ; and the Government of Fort St. George
shall be instructed to require, at the same time, his assent to
the following stipulations, which, however they may be au-
thorized to modify in case any circumstance of which I may
not at present be apprised, should render such modification
necessary :—

First, That he will acquiesce in the appointment of a Com-
mission, to consist of Company’s servants, for the purpose of
inquiring into the present state and resources of Tanjore.

Secondly, That he will allow the Commission to have access
to all the public accounts and records of the country, whether
deposited in the Palace or elsewhere.

Thirdly, That he will cause the attendance of all persons
whom the Commission may require to appear before them for
the purposes of their inquiry; and that he will afford them
every assistance in his power for the speedy and successful
accomplishment of it.

Fourthly, That until the Commission shall have closed the
proposed inquiry, and until the arrangements which may be
agreed upon in consequence shall have been carried into
effect, the Treaty of 1793 shall continue in full force, in the
same manner as if no change had taken place in the succes-
sion, and consequently the servants of the Company shall
retain the management of the Soubahs, which have been as-
sumed in consequence of the failure of Amer Sing in the pay-
ment of his kists.

Fifthly, That whenever the Commission shall have ter-
minated the proposed inquiry, he will consent to such ar-
rangements as the Government of Fort St. George, with the
sanction of the Governor-General in Council, may deem expe-
dient for the better management of his country, and particu-
larly for the due administration of justice; and also for secur-
ing to the Company the more regular discharge of their ex-
isting and future demands on Tanjore.

Sixthly, That he, jointly with the Government of Fort St.
George, will engage to afford full protection to the persons of
Amer Sing and his family, and that he will secure to Amer
Sing such property as that Government may determine not to
belong to the Sircar; and also that he will pay to Amer Sing
punctually, through the Government of Fort St. George, such
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sum for his maintenance as that Government may think rea-
sonable, so long as Amer Sing shall conduct himself in every
respect to their satisfaction.

Considering the disorders that have prevailed in Tanjore
since the accession of Amer Sing, the little experience which
Serfogee can be supposed to possess with respect to the ma-
nagement of his affairs, and his want of proper officers for
the conduct of business, added to the heavy demands which
he must discharge immediately upon his accession, I am con-
vinced that it would be equally conducive to his interests,
and to those of the Company, that in addition to the several
stipulations which I have now detailed, Serfogee should con-
sent t6 transfer the entire charge of the country of Tanjore to
the Government of Fort St. George for a period of one or more
years after his accession, that Government engaging to be
accountable to him for whatever should be collected from the
country beyond the amount of the annual sum due to the
Company under the Treaty of 1792, and also affording him
a sufficient allowance for the maintenance of his rank,

I do not however think it proper to direct the Government
of Fort St. George to make any proposition to him to this
effect. The Secret Committee have most justly remarked,
that as it is our duty to interfere in the settlement of the suc-
cession to the Musnud of Tanjore, for the purpose of reme-
dying that injustice which originated in our former interfer-
ence, so it would afford just cause of reproach against us, if,
after such a lapse of time, the Native Powers of India were to
observe us interfering in the present instance in order to carry
into effect any forfeiture in our own favour, I deemit of the
greatest importance to the national honour, that no grounds
should be afforded for suspicion, that the change in the suc-
cession had been dictated by a desire to extend our influence
in the country, or by any other motives than those of a strict
regard to justice.

Should, however, the Rajah be sensible of his inability to
enter on the immediate arrangement of the country, and ex-
press a desire to the Government of Fort St. George that
they should for that reason assume the temporary charge of
it, that Government will have my sanction to acquicsee in Lis
wishes on the terms I have already stated.

Should the Rajah determine to undertake the charge of the
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part of the country which has not been assumed under the
Treaty of 1792, I am of opinion that every indulgence ought
to be shown to him with regard to his first payments, and
that the provisions of the Treaty of 1792, for cases of failure,
should not be put in force against him until he has had ade-
quate time to effect his payments from the resources of the
country.

To this indulgence, however, I think it will be proper to
annex a condition, that the Rajah shall pay due attention to
the recommendation of the Commission in the selection of his
ministers, and of his other principal officers, as the only
means of convincing us that the indulgence will not be
abused.

I am also of opinion that, if it should be found necessary,
the Government of Fort St. George should assist the new
Rajah, by guaranteeing to the Soucars the repayment of
such pecuniary advances as they should make to him for the
cultivation of the country, provided that the amount of such
advances be limited and applied by the advice and under the
superintendance of the Commission. The Commission should
also be empowered to require from the Rajah such security
as they may deem sufficient to preclude the difficulties that
might arise from the failure of the Rajah in the repayment of
any sum advanced to him by the Soucars upon the credit of
the Company.

I recommend that the Commission should consist of three
persons; and as I am satisfied that the Government of Fort
St. George are equally sensible with myself how deeply the
honour of the Company and of the British nation is con-
cerned in repairing the injuries which the country of Tanjore
and its lawful prince have sustained by the usurpation of
Amer Sing, and how much the attainment of this important
object must depend on the conduct of the Commission, I
have the fullest confidence that they will select for it those
servants of their establishment who are best qualified to dis-
charge so sacred a trust.

The Government of Fort St. George will furnish the Com-
mission with such detailed instructions as they may think
proper. I recommend to their particular attention the follow-
ing points, which appear to me of essential importance, but
which I would authorise that Government to adopt, with
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such alterations as they may think the circumstances re-
quire.

Besides obtaining the most exact information of the state
and resources of the country, the attention of the Commis-
sioners should be directed to lay a foundation for its future
improvement.

For this purpose they should endeavour to recall the inha-
bitants, who are said to have emigrated from Tanjore during
the administration of Amer Sing, by offers of pecuniary aid
or by such other measures as they may deem most likely to
prove effectual; but above all their attention should be di-
rected to the repair of the mounds and water-courses, and
other works of a similar nature.

All oppressive taxes and exactions, and other abuses which
may have been introduced under the administration of Amer
Sing should be abolished, and such arrangements as local cir-
cumstances will admit, should be made for defining, as far as
may be practicable, the rights of the cultivators of the lands,
and of all other persons, from whom the revenues of the coun-
try of whatever nature may be collected.

I trust that little difficulty will arise in introducing these
arrangements into the districts already under the charge of
the servants of the Company, or in obtaining the Rajah's
consent to the extension of them to the Soubahs which have
not been assumed, should the Rajah retain those Soubaha
under his charge.

With a view of securing to the people the benetit of those
arrangements, and the advantages of effectual protection in
their persons and properties, the attention of the Commission
should be directed by the instructions of the Government of
Fort St. George to the speedy establishment of Courts for
the Administration of Justice in civil and criminal cases.
Upon this subject, which I deem to be one of the most im-
portant branches of the powers to be delegated to the Com-
mission, it does not appear to me at present proper, or indeed
practicable, to give any detailed orders; but I shall take the
earliest opportunity, after the receipt of the report of the
commission, to lay before the Board such a system for the
better administration of justice in Tanjore as shall appear
suitable to the circumstances of that country, and to the
manners and customs of the inhabitants.
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With regard to the nature of the further security which it
may be proper to require from the Rajah for the more regu-
lar discharge of his payments, I am not at present prepared
to offer any decided opinion on this'important subject until I
shall have received the report of the Commission to be ap-
pointed for ascertaining the real extent and nature of the re-
sources of Tanjore. This subject must, however, form one
of the early objects of the attention of the Commission, and I
shall be anxious to receive their sentiments, with the opinion
of the Government of Fort St. George, respecting it. .

My inquiries duting my continuance at Fort St. George
were directed through every channel of information which I
could discover, to ascertain how far the expectations of the
Secret Committee with respect to the improvement of the
revenues of Tanjore, and to the consequent augmentation of
the Rajah’s annual payments to the Company, were likely to
be fulfilled. The result of this investigation, which, how-
ever, was necessarily incomplete, leads me to apprehend that
the Secret Committee have formed rather too sanguine a cal-
culation of the expected produce of the revenues of Tanjore.
The amount of those revenues depends entirely upon the
annual price of grain, which fluctuates every year, according
to the state of the crops in Tanjore, and to the necessities of
other countries. In 1793, the year upon which the Com-
mittee found their calculation, the effects of war, and famine
in the neighbouring countries, had caused an extraordinary
demand for the exportation of grain, which necessarily raised
the price in Tanjore far beyond the usual average. What-
ever increase may be expected from future improvements in
the management of the country, I cannot found, upon the
produce of the year 1793, an expectation of a permanent aug-
mentation of revenue to the extent supposed by the Secret
Committee.

I think it my duty to suggest these doubts with respect to
the probability of any considerable increase of receipts from
the Rajah of Tanjore, for the purpose of calling the attention
of the Board to a subject which has anxiously engaged that
of the Secret Committee, and which will demand the mos*
ample investigation whenever the report of the Commission
shall have furnished sufficient information to enable me to
pursue it with effect. MORNINGTON.

VOL. I. E
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No. XL

To the Earl of Mornngton.
My DEAR LORD, Bombay, 3d June, 1798

As I left England on the 18th of February, this letter, and
those which accompany it, will probably give you the first
information of my intended nomination to the Government
of Ceylon. I can call it as yet no more than intended, as I
received orders from Mr. Dundas to take my departure on
board of the first fleet that should sail, and to wait for my
commission and instructions at Bombay. What that com-
mission and those instructions may be, I cannot positively
say; I am pretty well assured that Mr. Dundas’s intention
is to avoid, as much as possible, the inconvenience of giving
up the island at present to the Company, and the very great
one of rendering it entirely independent of the Company’s
Government; but in what manner these ends will be accom-
plished, I cannot pretend to guess. By a debate in the India
House, which your Lordship will read in the papers, and
which took place since I left London, it seems as if Mr.
Dundas had given a promise, that in case the island should
be preserved at the peace, the Crown would resign it to the
Company, but for this supposition I have no authority but
the newspapers, and my private opinion of the propriety of
the measure. All that I know is, that when I left London,
three weeks before my embarkation Mr. Dundas had decided
that my nomination and that of the other political and mili-
tary servants of the Government should derive from the
Crown; but that at the same time I should be put under the
direction and controul of the Governor General. The reve-
nues of the island were to be given immediately to the Com-
pany, so that in respect to the administration of them, I
should be precisely in the situation of the Presidents of Mad-
ras and Bombay, but without a Council. Such being (as I
hope it w1ll) the spirit of my instructions, the words of my
commission can signify very little. For I am so perfectly
convinced of the necessity of all the parts of the Great Indo-
British Empire being actuated by one spirit, that I shall con-
gider myself exactly in the same situation with the Govern-
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ments of Madras and Bombay, not only in ¢ffect, but even in
Jform, as far as the consciences of the Crown lawyers, and the
King’s Ministers will allow. In all probability (whether we
keep the island or no), I shall be the last King's Governor of
it; and as I hope to remain all that time under your direc-
tion, I trust that the anomalous nature of my situation will
not occasion any inconvenience to either of us.

I have the honour in the meantime to remain, with the
greatest respect and regard,

My dear Lord,
Your most obedient and faithful Servant,
Freperic Norry

No. XII.
To the Earl of Mornington.
My pear Lorp, Bombay, 5th Juné;=1398.
. . r
I have written another private letter to the Governqy

neral, who, I suppose, will wish to account for the arrigml (n
India of a person unhouseled, unappointed, unanneale

am; with seven or eight more of his Majesty’s Servan
embryo, who, like myself, have as yet no security for th
employment but the word of Ministers; a sea voyage of fou
months, and the expense of necessary preparations. From a
conversation which I had with you last summer, I should
imagine that my appointment to the government of Ceylon
would not surprise you. Mr. Dundas, however, did not com-
municate his intentions on that subject to me till very late in
November. Too favourable an idea of the resources of that
island had at that time made him resolve on keeping it en-
tirely in the King’s hands; of which system, however, more
mature reflection made him see the inexpediency and, as it
was thought impossible to treat about a possession already
ceded to the Company, he at length determined to retain the
government and the sovereignty for the Crown, but he gave
up to the Company the entire administration and disposal
of the revenue, instructing at the same time the future Go-
vernor to consider himself as under the direction of the
Governor General. Ilow this was to be accomplished was
taken ad referendum ; but the unfortunate person destined _
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to that employment, together with the Secretary to the Go-
vernment, and the Clerks in the office, was obliged to set out
from London in January, and from the Isle of Wight in
February, under the assurance of finding commissions and
instructions at Bombay. As our passage has been rather a
short one, I am not surprised at the non-arrival of those very
necessary papers; and as, in the short time of my service, I
have had many proofs of the spirit of patience and long suf-
fering with which the public officers are blessed, from the
chiefs to the lowest clerks, in respect to the expedition of
instruments, which vulgar minds would have prepared, writ-
ten, and dispatched in half an hour; I cannot say that I shall
be much astonished if I do not receive them these three
months. What I am more anxious about is the substance
and nature of them. There are so many objections to be
made to every arrangement hitherto proposed, and such con-
siderable changes appear to have taken place in the inten-
tions of Government, (if one may judge from the speeches of
their friends in the India House) since I left London, that I
am perfectly uncertain how the business will be settled. At
the same time I have the satisfaction of knowing that I have
taken every step in my power to render every possible arrange-
ment easy and simple. My appointments are to be ten thou-
sand a-year, commencing from the day of my embarkation,
which was the thirty-first of January. Those of Mr, Cleg-
horn three thoasand, and those of the other gentlemen em-
ployed, altogether fourteen hundred and fifty. The Com-
mander-in-Chief is, I hope, to be Lieutenant Governor; but
that is not quite certain. I own that I think the sending out
more Europeans than necessary to a Government so little
likely to remain with the Crown, may occasion much incon-
venience, and I took care in my recommendations to avoid, as
much as possible, any incumbrance to the Crown or the Com-
pany on that head.

Lord Clive was expected to leave England in March or
April. I am glad to find that India has so many charms be-
sides the deaux yeux de la cassetta, that men with sixteen
thousand a-year in possession, and two and twenty thousand
in expectancy are enamoured of her; and I am very glad that
those charms were not discovered sooner lest my poor little
island of cinnamon should have been carried off by some more
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powerful suitor than an indigent younger brother. But
what really gives me great pleasure is that Lord Clive is a
very good-natured, right-headed, sensible man, and exactly
the person we could wish for—you, as a fributary Prince, I
as a neighbouring Potentate.

I have little public news to tell you, and that little by no
means comfortable ; every body engaged in abusing the as-
sessed taxes or the modifications in them. Threats of inva-
sion on rafts of half a mile long by a quarter broad, which all
but sailors think impossible ; the first peer of the realm toast-
ing the sovereignty of the people at a Jacobin meeting, and a
great depression of spirits (God knows why) throughout the
country, are what I left in England. Since that a Portu-
guese ship we spoke with near the Canaries, informed us that
the Spanish fleet was at sea, and Lord St. Vincent’s gone
after-it.

Your dear country, Ireland, is as troublesome as ever;
though the new Commander-in-Chief seems to be liked both
by castle and country. It is reported that the Chancellor
and the Giovernment there are no longer very cordial, but I
do not absolutely know the truth of that report.

In France a new Fructidor was every moment expected, in
which Barras and Frangois de Neufchateau, the new Mo-
deratists, would probably be sent to Guiana. Switzerland
had been invaded, made peace with, and invaded again, and
Rome was on the point of being devoured by an irruption of
Cispadanes, and France, on a pretence of a riot at Rome
executed by themselves, in which a French General was mur-
thered ; the fate of the German Empire was uncertain; so
was the disposition of the new King of Prussia. At first it
had a favourable appearance, but politics are so profligate at
present, that a share of plunder may overturn the wisest and
honestest determinations.

Believe me ever with the sincerest regard,
My dear Lord,
Your most obedient faithful Servant,
Freperic NorTH.
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No. XIIIL
To General Hurris.

My DEear Sir, Fort William, 9th June, 1798,

Although I imagine that the enclosed Proclamation must
have reached you, I think it most advisable to transmit a copy
of it to you. There seems to be so little doubt that the Pro-
clamation really was published at the Mauritius, that it must
become a matter of serious discussion between this Govern-
ment and Tippoo. How such a discussion may terminate it
is utterly impossible to say. Perhaps the result of it may be
to prove that M. Malartic has exaggerated, or wholly misre-
presented the intentions of Tippoo; but on the other hand,
if Tippoo should choose to avow the objects of his embassy
to have been such as are described in the Proclamation, the
consequences may be very serious, and may ultimately involve
us in the calamity of war. I wish you to be apprised of my
apprehensions on this subject, and to prepare your mind for
the possible event. You will, therefore, turn your attention
to the means of collecting a force, if necessity should unfor-
tunately require it; but it is not my desire that you should
proceed to take any public steps towards the assembling of
the army before you receive some further intimation from me.

I have the honour, &c.
MoORNINGTON.

No. XIV.
Euntract from « Minute of the Gov. General, [ Financial) 12th June, 1798,

In urging the necessity of attempting the reduction of our
expences, I do not mean to recommend that species of impro-
vident economy which in this country, above all others, would
ultimately prove real profusion, and the source of every abuse.
I do not mean to deprive persons holding laborious and res-
ponsible stations of the liberal reward to which they are justly
entitled, and which ought upon every ground, both of policy
and justice, to furnish them with the means of acquiring a com-
petent fortune, and of returning to their native country within
a moderate period of service. This principle in my opinion is
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the foundation of the present system of government in India ;
and it should always be held sacred and inviolable in every
attempt to revise the Indian establishments. On the other
hand, it is difficult to believe, that establishments of such
magnitude and intricacy as those of the British Empire in
India, should not in the course of time require frequent re-
vision.

Without therefore pledging myself to the amount of any
saving which may ultimately appear practicable, I propose
immediately to commence a general revision of all public
establishments of Bengal, and to direct the adoption of a
similar measure at Madras and Bombay, as well as at all our
subordinate settlements, and in all our recent acquisitions
from the enemy.

My intention is that the revision of the Civil Establish-
ment of Bengal, should be made under my own immediate
superintendence, with the assistance of the acting President
of the Board of Revenue, Mr. Bebb, one of the Members of
the Board of Trade, and the Accountant General, &c.
Mr. Tucker sub-secretary in the Judicial and Revenue De-
partment.

These gentlemen, I propose to appoint to be a committee
for the purpose already mentioned; Mr. Tucker to act as Se-
cretary to the Committee.

The proceedings of the Committee may be laid before the
Board, either when the enquiry shall be completed, or occa-
sionally, as circumstances may require.

No better principles can I think be prescribed for the con-
duct of the proposed measure, than those laid down in the
minute of Lord Cornwallis, recorded on the proceedings (v. No.
13.) in the secret and separate department of the 31st January,
1788, when the last general revision of the Establishments
under this Presidency took place.

I recommend, therefore, that the Committee shall be
furnished with such parts of those proceedings as relate to
the Civil Establishments, together with copies of all papers
relating to the alterations which have been subsequently
made on them; in order that the Committee may know the
grounds on which all the existing Establishments have been
formed, and consequently may be able to judge, how far
change of circumstances or any other cause. may have ren-
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dered any alteration necessary, either in the constitution of
any Department of Government, or in the allowances annexed
to any existing office. Any relief in the Military branch of
our expences, must arise either from reductions in the effec-
tive strength of the Army, or in the number of Troops on
field allowances, or from the reform of any Offices or Official
Establishments, which may be found superfluous.

A reduction of our effective strength, attended with any
degree of danger to the public safety, would frustrate its own
object. On the other hand, whenever it shall appear, that
the circumstances which led to the late augmentation of our
Military Establishments no longer exist, and that no new
causes have arisen to require the maintenance of so large a
force, it will be our duty to relieve the finances of this Go-
vernment from that part of our heavy Military charge.

It will be my care to watch with the utmost degree of
anxiety, the favourable moment when this desirable measure
may be adopted, without incurring that risk, which might
defeat its expected effects.

Without entering into any minute detail of the actual state
of the Political system of India, it will be sufficient to observe,
that, although I perceive no circumstance either in the pre-
sent disposition, or in the actual strength and condition of
the Native Powers, which should afford reason to apprehend
the approach of hostilities from any quarter, I do not think
it consistent with prudence to reduce our Army, until we
shall have been enabled to ascertain with more accuracy the
designs of Tippoo Sultan, and of Zemaun Shah, and until the
settlement of the Province of Oude shall have acquired more
vigour and consistency. In the mean while, however, I re-
quest that the Commander in Chief, will undertake on the
principles prescribed by Lord Cornwallis in the minute of the
3lst January, 1788, the revision of such parts of the Mili-
tary Establishments as are neither connected with the effec-
tive strength of the Army, nor with the pay and allowances
of the different Ranks fixed by the Honorable the Court of
Directors, and by this Government.

At present, I shall propose to reduce merely two articles of
our Military Charges, which rest on grounds entirely distinet
from any to which I have adverted.

The first, the regiment of Hindostannee cavalry, purchased
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for two lacs of rupees from Mr. De Boigne, in February,
1796; which I propose to transfer to the Nabob Vizier on
the same terms.

I am aware that it is desirable to reduce rather than to aug-
ment the force of the Vizier. 'Whatever troops, however, it
may be thought advisable for him to maintain, should be
capable of effective service, this regiment may be substituted
in the room of any other corps that he may be induced to
disband.

The troops now quartered in the Fort of Allahabad, are
I understand at present upon the Vizier's allowances, and the
Commander in Chief has stated to me sufficient reasons, for
continuing that indulgence to them until the 1st August next,
but from that period I think it would be advisable (and I
have the satisfaction to state the concurrent opinion of the
Commander-in-Chief, as will appear by his minute upon this
subject), that those allowances should cease, and that in
future the garrison of Allahabad, should receive the same
allowances with that of Chunar. Quarters will of course be
provided for the European troops at Allahabad, and no rea-
son can exist against placing them in every respect on the
same footing with those attached to the garrison of Chunar.

The revision of the several branches of our revenue may
very properly be referred t6 the same Committee appointed
to revige our Civil Establishments under my inspection. Itis
not possible to form any accurate estimate of the improve-
ment of our resources which may be the result of such an in-
quiry ; I am aware that the demand of Government on the
landholders is fixed in perpetuity, and consequeutly that no
addition can be made to the land revenue. Even under dif-
ferent circumstances, I would not recommend any additional
assessment, considering the land to be already taxed as highly
as is consistent with the interests of the Company and the
prosperity of the country. Perhaps, however, regulations for
accelerating the recovery of outstanding balances might be
devised, without injury or oppression to the landholders, or
to the cultivators of the soil.

The customs, the stamp duties and the tax on spirituous
liquors, may admit of considerable improvements either in the
mode of collection, or by the variation of the rates, and other
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sources of revenue may be devised without injury to the
country.

In directing the extension of these measures to the Presi-
dencies of Fort St. George and Bombay, I shall propose the
regulations of their civil and military establishments on the
same principles of justice and liberality which constitute the
rules of this Government. It will also be a leading object of
my propositions on this part of the subject to connect with
the reform of the Civil Establishments of Fort St. George
and Bombay, and of our territories upon the coast of Mala-
bar, the introduction of the system of internal administra-
tion of justice and collection of revenue established in Bengal
with so much advantage to the Government and to the people.

The extension of this system to our possessions upon the
coast is an object of great anxiety to the authorities in
England.

Under all the circumstances of the present moment, I do
not think it would be advisable to propose the reduction of
any part of the effective strength of our armies on the Coast
of Coromandel or Malabar.

The Governments of Fort St. George and of Bombay
should be directed to revise the several branches of their
revenue in the same manner as shall be adopted at this Pre-
sidency; I trust that I shall find in the Governments of Fort
St. George and of Bombay, as well as in their Servants se-
lected for the execution of these important measures, the
same degree of zeal for the public interests and of alacrity in
promoting their improvement, which I have had the satisfac-
tion to observe in every department of the Company’s Service
in Bengal. The situation of our affairs, although happily
exempt from any immediate danger of the calamity of war,
demands the most spirited exertions of every upright Ser-
vant of the Company, as well as the cordial co-operation of
of every sincere friend to the prosperity of the British in-

terests in India.
MoORNINGTON.
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No. XV.
To Tippoo Sultaun.—Written the 14th June, 1798.

Immediately on my arrival in Bengal Sir Alured Clarke
communicated to me your friendly letter to him, stating that
some people of the Coorgah country, having descended from
the woods and mountains, had fixed their residence in the
villages of Kauntamunghe and Coloorbogee, &c.

[Recapitulate the contents of the letter.]

Sir Alured Clarke has also communicated to me your
answer to the letter from the late Governor-General, Sir
John Shore, respecting the claims of the Company and of your
Highness to the district of Wynaad, bordering on Tamber-
cherry. Being anxious to afford you every proof in my
power of my sincere desire to maintain the good understand-
ing which had so long subsisted between your Highness and
the Company, I made it one of the first objects of my atten-
tion to examine all the papers existing on the Company’s re-
cords, as well respecting Wynaad as the district of Sauleah,
in which it appears that Kauntamungle and Coloorbajee are
situated. From these papersI find that not only the right to
the districts of Wynaad and Sauleah has remained in
doubt, but also to the district of Amerah, and Ersawaraseemy,
and to some other considerable territories on the side of
Malabar. Your Highness is well aware that it is 2 maxim
among states who are sincerely disposed to maintain the rela-
tions of amity and peace, to bring all contested points of this
nature to a speedy determination. A seasonable and tem-
perate discussion of those differences of opinion, which must
occasionally arise between Powers of the most pacific disposi-
tion, tends to prevent quarrels between their subordinate
officers, and to obviate the misrepresentations which each
party is apt in such cases to make to the respective Govern-
ments. This is the most friendly as well as the most prudent
course, and will always defeat the views of interested and
designing persons, who may wish to foment jealousy, and to
disturb the blessing of peace. For this object Lord Corn-
wallis, the Nawab Nizam Ali Khaun, and the Peishwa Pun-
dit Perd’haun wisely provided in the treaty of peace con-
cluded with your Highness at Seringapatam, by establishing
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a regular mode of bringing to an amicable adjustment, with
the knowledge and approbation of all parties, any questions
which might hereafter arise between yéur Highness and any
of the allies respecting the boundaries of your adjacent terri-
tories. I am persuaded that it is your Highness's disposition
to maintain faithfully your public engagements with the Com-
pany. On my part you will always meet with a religious ad-
herence to every article of the treaties subsisting between us.
On this occasion, therefore, it is my intention to depute a
respectable and discreet person to meet, upon your frontier,
such of your officers as your Highness may please to name,
for the purpose of conferring together, of discussing the
grounds of therespective claims, and of satisfying each other
on all points respecting which any doubts may be entertained
on either side.

It would not be consistent with your Highness’s high re-
putation for justice and good faith to refuse to enter into this
candid investigation; I therefore entertain no doubt that as
soon as you shall have fully understood the nature of this
representation you will afford every facility to the conduct of
the necessary inquiries, and will use your endeavours to
bring them to a speedy determination; and for this purpose
that you will, without delay, direct your officers at Koual
Bunder (or Mangalore) to enter into conference with those
deputed by the managers of the Honourable Company's
affairs on the coast of Malabar. The result of the confer-
ences will be communicated to me by the Government of
Bombay with all practicable dispatch; and you may rely
upon it, that after regular discussion shall have taken place,
according to the established law of nations, and to the prac-
tice uniformly observed on every occasion of disputed boun-
dary which has arisen between your Highness and the allies
since the conclusion of the Treaty of Seringapatam, I will
not suspend for one moment the full acknowledgment of
whatever shall appear to be your just right.

In the meantime, as the districts of Amerah and Souleah
have been in the possession of the Coorgah Rajah for several
years, your Highness will no doubt see the propriety and
justice of recalling the troops sent into the neighbourhood of
Souleah. Your Highness must be sensible that until 1 have
been satisfied of the justice of your claims in a regular and’
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amicable mannery I will never suffer any of the Company’s
allies or dependants, whose country and interests I consider
to be in every respect the same as those of the Company, to
be forcibly deprived of territories of which they have so long
held possession. With the most cordial disposition to main-
tain the intercourse of friendship with your Highness, I trust
that I shall always meet an equal return on your part; and
therefore I cannot but lament that your Highness did not
immediately resort to the established channels of peaceable
negociation, in place of stationing a military force upon the
frontiers of the territory possessed by an ally of the Com-
pany. Confident, however, that your Highness, upon a full
review of all the circumstances of the case, will be equally
inclined with myself to conform to the dictates of justice, I
am satisfied that after our respective officers shall have con-
ferred together, and explained to each other all'matters that
remain in doubt, we shall have no difficulty in terminating
these long depending questions to our mutual satisfaction.
(A true copy) MORNINGTON.
N. B Epnmoxsroxg, Persian Translator to Gov.

No. XVL

Extract of Letter from the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, to
the Governor-General tn Council of Bengral, dated 18th June, 1798.*

“ We take the earliest opportunity of acquainting you that
we have received information from His Majesty’s ministers
that a very large armament of ships, troops, military stores,
&ec. has been lately fitted out at Toulon, and that it sailed
from thence on the 19th ult. Although the ultimate object
of this armament has not been ascertained, it 1s not impro-
bable, from many circumstances that have transpired, and
from the spirit of daring adventure by which the French
have been actuated during the present war, that its destina-
tion may be for India, either (having first taken possession of
Egypt) by way of the Red Sea, or by Bussora. His Majesty’s
ministers have therefore informed us, that immediate measures

T

* Received by the Governor General in Sept, 1798,
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will be taken for a considerable augmentation of the European
force in the East Indies; you may therefore expect that not
less than 4,000 seasoned and disciplined troops, and perhaps
a larger number may be sent to the Company’s settlements
with all possible expedition, part of which will, we trust,
reach India not many months after the receipt of this des-
patch. Should the expedition, notwithstanding the measures
taken by His Majesty’s Government to intercept and defeat
it in the Mediterranean, reach Egypt, and be destined for
India by either of the routes we have mentioned, a part of
His Majesty’s fleet, consisting of two men of war and pro-
bably a sloop, now under dispatch for India, will be ordered
to be stationed in the Straits of Babelmandel, and in the
Gulph of Persia, for the purpose of intercepting any force
that may be proceeding to India that way.

“ A copy of a Proclamation, issued at the Mauritius in the
month of March last, has been transmitted to our several
presidencies by Mr. Pringle, the Company’s agent at the Cape
of Good Hope. We are unable to judge whether this Pro-
clamation be 1n reality what its import declares it to be, and
Tippoo has really conceived any hostile designs against the
British empire in India, or intended merely as a feint, with a
view to embroil us with that prince. Our respective Govern-
ments will, of course, have taken such precautionary measures
in consequence as appeared to them necessary and applicable
to existing circumstances.

“ Qur empire in the East has ever been an object of jea-
lousy to the French, and we know that their former Govern-
ment entertained sanguine hopes of being able to reach India
by a shorter passage than round the Cape of Good Hope,
and we have no doubt that the present Government would
risk a great deal, and even adopt measures of a most enter-
prising and uncommon nature, for the chance of reducing, if
not annihilating, the British power and consequence in that
quarter of the world. To effect thus, without the aid and
previous concert of one of the Indian Powers, seems almost
impossible, and would scarcely be attempted. In the present
situation of India, Tippoo appears to be the fittest instru-
ment to be employed in the furtherance of such ambitious
projects.

“ 1t is lughly improbable that "Tippoo should have entered
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into any league with the French without some apparent pre-
paration on his part of an hostile nature in furtherance of
their designs, If such, therefore, shall have been the case, it
would be neither prudent nor politic to wait for actual hosti-
lities on his part. 'We therefore recommend, that if you shall
not have adopted the necessary measures for bringing Tippoo
to a satisfactory explanation before the receipt of this des-
patch, that you shoild immediately take the proper steps for
so doing, accompanying this inquiry with such a disposition
of your force as may give effect to it; and should you judge,
either from his answers, or from the steps he is taking, that
his designs are such as the French Proclamation represents,
and that he is making preparations to act hostilely against us,
we think it will be more advisable not to wait for such an
attack, but to take the most immediate and most decisive
measures to carry our arms into our ememy’s country, not
failing at the same time to make known to the Powers mn alli-
ance with us the necessity of such measure, and that we have
not in view a wanton attack upon our inveterate enemy with a
design to augment our own power, but a necessary and justifi-
able defence of our own possessions, and calling upon them
for the assistance they are under engagements to furnish us.
¢ But although we have thus recommended energy, firm-
ness, and decision in your conduct towards Tippoo, we rely
upon your using the latitude allowed you in the preceding para-
graph with the utmost discretion, that we may not be involved
in a war in India without the most inevitable necessity, of
which necessity we leave you to be the sole judges. And as
it is impossible for us to conjecture, should either the Pro-
clamation circulated at the Mauritius be founded, or the force
now in the Mediterranean be really destined for India, what
measures the implacable revenge and rash enterprise of the
French may induce them to undertake against the British
power in India; we can only exhort our several Governments
to be constantly upon their guard, and watchful against sure
prise, by not only keeping the troops in perfect order for
action, and our forts and garrisons in constant preparations of
defence, but if it shall appear necessary, by encouraging mi-
litary associations amongst our civil servants and others, as in
this country, which may be prepared to act on any emergency;
and in carefully heepmg in view every channel through which
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it may be possible for France to get an European force out to
India, and taking precautionary measures to prevent it.

“We have transmitted copies of this despatch to our Go-
vernments of Madras and Bombay.”

No. XVIL

To General Harrs.

My D=zar Sir, Fort William, June 20, 1798.

You have before this time received my letter inclosing
M. Malartic’s Proclamation, and advising you of the probabi-
lity of my heing under the necessity of making a serious
representation to Tippoo Sultaun on that subject. I now
take the earliest opportunity of acquainting you with my
final determination. I mean to call upon the allies without
delay, and to assemble the army upon the coast with all pos-
sible expedition. You will receive my public instructions in
the course of a few days. Until you have received them it
will not be proper to take any public steps for the assembling
of the army, but whatever can be done without a disclosure
of the ultimate object, I authorise you to do immediately, in-
tending to apprise you by this letter that it is my positive
resolution to assemble the army upon the coast. I wish to
receive from you, by express, a state of the force which
you can put in motion immediately, and within what time you
can make any large additions to it.

By the same express you will also have the goodness to in-
form me what statior you deem the best for assembling a
force with a view of marching directly to Seringapatam, and
at what period the army must move for that purpose, so as to
reach Seringapatam before the coast of Malabar shall become
safe for the approach of any naval force. I will send you, as
soon as possible, the largest supply in specie which I can
procure. If you could dispatch your answers to my ques-
tions by any fast-sailing vessel, and could send with your
answers any intelligent officer, who might be capable of
entering into all the details of your force; of the seasons, and
all other circumstances connected with the object of striking
a sudden blow against Tippoo before he can receive any fo-
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reign aid, you would greatly assist me in the arrangement of
my measures upon this serious occasion.

You may rely upon my unremitting attention to whatever
communications you may make to me, and upon my most cor-
dial support in all your exertions.

You will of course feel the absolute necessity of keeping
the contents of this letter secret.

MoRNINGTON.
No. XVIIL
From General Harris to the Eurl of Mornington.
My DEear Lorp, Madras, 23rd June, 1798.

Your lordship’s favour of the 9th is just received.

Sir Hugh Christian sent the Proclamation to this Govern-
ment by the same opportunity as to yours, and we had the
honour to forward your lordship our answer to Sir Hugh
the 7th instant.

For my own part I have no doubt (as matters now stand
with the French) but Tippoo .will explain away our just
grounds of complaints, although I am convinced he has com-
mitted himself to the full extent of the Proclamation.

His inveteracy to us will only end with his life, and he will
always seize any opportunity that offers to annoy us; but,
notwithstanding this, and that the political circumstances of
India are now much in our favour, it perhaps still remains a
matter of serious consideration whether, in our very great
want of cash, and the effect our being engaged in war in this
country may have on the affairs in Europe, it would not be
better that he should be allowed to make the amende honor-
able if he be so inclined, than that we should avail ourselves
of the error he has run into, and endeavour to punish him
for his insolence. On my part your lordship may depend on
my following your instructions most implicitly. In respect of
my secrecy on the point, and until I hear further from you
I shall only quietly move a battalion or two towards the point
of assembly, and one of which was predetermined for the
place it now will go to. The 36th might move from Pondi-
cherry to Arnee, as we have in the latter unoccupied bar-

VOL. 1. F
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racks for Europeans; but for this I must wait Sir Alured
Clarke’s final determination on that corps. A supply of
grain to our garrisons is actually in forwardness according to
regulation, and it will be very easy to make additions where
necessary, without any suspicions arising.

It was very pleasing to hear that your lordship has some
cash to send us; but it is necessary you should understand,
that the whole mentioned will not more than make up our
known deficiency to the end of September, and our debts are
so injurious to our credit, that until something is done in
liquidation of them, we cannot expect to raise a rupee by

loan.
With the greatest respect and esteem, &c, &c.
Georce Harris.

No. XIX.
The Earl of Murmngton to Generel Harris.
My DEear Sir, Fort Willlam, 26th June, 1793,

You will have received my public and private letters re-
specting the late conduct of Tippoo Sultaun, and the steps
to be taken in consequence. I wish you would furnish to
me, without delay, any intelligence which you may have re-
ceived respecting the publication of the Proclamation at
the Mauritius, or the conduct of the ambassadors of Tippoo
during their residence mn that island. I also wish to receive
your latest advices respecting the state of Tippoo’s force, and
of his actual preparations for war. I am sorry that your
Government should have addressed to Admiral Rainier a
letter which my public duty compels me to disapprove. You
know the sincerity of my wish to support the authority and
dignity of the Government of Tort St. George, which I con-
sider to be intimately and inseparably connected with my
own. But the general protection of India