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' FROM OUR READERS' [=

.

1 have been following the last few issues of
Vietnam Magazine and I noticed you have been
featuring articles on several provinces of South Viet-
nam. Having worked there for some time in the past,
1 am happy to read about places like Vung Tau,
Baria, Phuoc Tuy and Long Hai where I used to be
assigned. It reminds me that not everything is war
or strife and hunger or fear in that beautiful land.
It also reminds me of the vast opportunities for
development economically or industrially, once peace
returns to that country.

1 am one of the many Filipinos who had the
chance to work in that country and I wish that the
war will stop very soon so that probably I can return
there to renew acquaintances and revisit the beautiful
places I have seen before and which I read about
again in your magazine.

MANUEL SEVILLA
Balanga, Bataan
Philippines

Through the Vietnam Magazine some time ago,
I learned about the priceless historical monuments,
tombs and palaces in your ancient capital in Hue.
From the newspapers, we now are informed that
Hue is about to be attacked by the invading armies
of North Vietnam. What will happen to those artifacts
now?

I hope that your government will be able to save
these before they are destroyed in the battles that
are sure to come.

Congratulations for writing about such historical
sites and places. Your magazine is doing a good job
of making people around the world aware of Viet-
nam’s rich historical heritage.

I sincerely hope that your army will be able to
prevent the North Vietnamese soldiers from getting
into the city and destroying these monuments to
your past.

(Mrs.) GLORIA ALCANCIA
Cleveland, Ohio

US.A.

What is the rest of the world doing (with the
exception of the U.S.A.), to help you against Com-
munism ? Nothing...

What is my own country doing ? Nothing...

I am ashamed of the rest of the world. They for-
get the terror of Communism in South Vietnam.
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But I am sure your country is going to defeat
the Cornmunists.
. KJELL KRONVIST
Fuxgatan 24
212 35 Malmo
Sweden

- I have been informed by a friend about your
Vietnam Newsletter which offers information about
your country in varied fields. Since I am very much
interested in developments in South Vietnam, may I
request that I be included in your mailing list.

You probably do not have a Portuguese edition
of the same, but if you have a Spanish edition, I
shall be most grateful.

ALFREDO NAGEL
Florianopolis
"\' Brazil

I am enclosing a subcription form -for Vietnam
Magazine. I am also enclosing a personal money order
for six dollars which you may return to me if you
prefer an international money order.

I have many friends in Vietnam whom I met
during the 14 months I served as a helicopter pilot
in your country. I pray every night that there will
soon be peace in your beautiful land. I don’t know
why people cannot just live peacefully together.
There is so much to do in life rather than waste
time by fighting with each other. And more impor-
tant than vasting time is the great waste of lives in
war.

Nothing is ever really gained by wars. But people
never learn. Thank you and good luck!

THOMAS S. O'BRIEN
30 Ellsworth Terrace
Lynn, Mass. 01904, U.S.A.

Your Vietnam Magazine has enhanced my curios-
ity about your country which was dormant due to
lack of informative sources. With your magazine I
can now engaged in further and fine reading about
Vietnam.

May I congratulate your writers for their fine
work. They have written sincere stories because they
have heart.

I am enclosing a quantity of unused stamps. Any
postage stamps, magazines, pictures about your coun-
try which you could send me would be most welcome.

MOHANAN K.S.
Kunnackal House
Kottayam 3,
Kerala, India

FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Would you be willing to be a Patron ?
Your support will assist the Vietnam Council
on Foreign Relations in attaining its various
objectives, including the publication of Viet-
nam Magazine,

If you decide to participate as a Grand

- Patron or an Honor Patron you will receive a
special scroll, as well as be included in our
Honor Roll. To be an Honor Patron a mini-
mum payment of US$850.00 (or equivalent) is
required ; to be a Grand Patron a minimum
payment of US$425.00 (or equivalent) is
required.

If you would like to learn more about our
activities, we indeed would be pleased to hear
from you.

\,\W*%

President
TRAN VAN LAM

=

We are two Moroccan students very much in-
terested in news about your country. Unfortunately,
we know of no Vietnamese associations that can send
us publications from Vietnam.

Please indicate for us some magazines, books,
postcards and stamps, etc. relating to your country.
SALMY ABDALAZIE
65 Rue de la Participation R/N
KAMAL HOUCINE
43 Rue de la Participation R/N
Casablanca, Maroc

I have been reading your magazine Vietnam
Report for only a short time, but I feel that it gives
a valuable insight into the Vietnam that few Amer-
icans are aware of.

MELVIN VAN HORN

221 Clyde Avenue
Baltimore, Maryland 21227
U.S.A.

I thank the Vietnam Council on Foreign Rela-
tions for sending me Vietnam Magazine. 1 wish your
brave country all the best.

CARLOS MARTINEZ
DE CAMPOS

General Goded, 42

Madrid, Spain
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Resettlement Minister Phan Quang
Dan. At present, however, owing
to the multiplicity of problems and
of the magnitude of the work, a
coordinating committee under the
direct supervision of the Prime
Minister was deemed necessary.

The various ministries involved
perform tasks of immediate con-
cern to them like the alleviation
of the immediate sufferings of
war victims and refugees. The
Central Relief Committee has a
smaller version—the Provincial
Relief Committee—which under-

organizing and instructing refu-
gees on emergency self-help pro-
jects.

Medical Assistance

Ministry of Health mobile teams
and volunteer groups like students
and other civic groups are very
active in providing technical as-
sistance in most camps.

No serious health threats have
developed and the Ministry of
Health has so far coped adequately
with the minor problems that have

Refugees do daily wash in adjacent stream in Hue.

takes the task in the provinces—
doling out food, clothing and shel-
ter, administering health, security
and other needs.

It is these provincial relief com-
miittees through which the Central
Relief Committee and its member
ministries funnel the massive
doses of refugee relief and assis-
tance either in cash or kind. They
are assisted by about 1,000 Rural
Development " cadres formerly
working in areas not affected by
the invasion, performing essential
tasks like providing security,
dispensing food, clothing, medicine
and other critical items, construct-
ing shelters, dispensaries or sani-
tation facilities, digging wells,
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cropped up. The deficiency how-
ever is still in general sanitation
and the ministry of health is
issuing necessary documents and
exerting all efforts at health
education.

Portable water testing kits are
being used in MR 1 to check the
purity of water supplies and guard
against disease. Plans for move-
ments to other areas include pro-
visions for digging latrines and
wells at prearranged sites before
the refugees arrive.

Food, Shelter Help

To shelter the incoming refugees,
the relief personnel in the prov-

ince select public and private
buildings like schools, pagodas,
churches and government offices.
Where none or very few are avail-
able, tent villages are put up and
necessary health and sanitation
facilities are within easy reach.

For each refugee, the Ministry
of Social Welfare provides a daily
food allowance of 500 grams of rice
and 20 grams of salt and for each
family with a baby under two
years, three cans of sweetened milk
every week. This food allowance
is given in the form of cash to
each provincial committee which
makes the necessary purchases.

Other commodities like tinned
fish or meat, noodles donated by
local or foreign governments and
international relief agencies are
also doled to the provincial relief
committees who take care of dis-
tributing them to the refugees
under their care,

The amount of cash relief so far
given out for refugees is tremen-
dous. Up to the time that the
Central Relief Committee was
placed under the direct super-
vision of the Prime Minister, it
had doled out a total of VN$150.5
million.

The Ministry of Social Welfare,
ulone, recorded the following aid
in cash and commodities for each
Military Region in the last two
months :

MR 1: VN$365 million in cash;
374,552 tins of canned fish ; 16,040
pieces of tin sheet roofing; 2,730
blankets; 792 tins of sweetened
milk ; and 14 bags of rice.

MR 2 : VN$120.5 million in cash ;
64,032 tins of canned fish; 2,182
blankets ; 212 bags of rice and 930
tins of sweetened milk.

MR 3 : VN$112.5 million in cash;
157,676 tins of canned fish; 4,500
pieces of roofing ; 2,557 blankets;
1,864 bags of rice and 718 tins of
sweetened milk ;

MR 4: VN$32 million in cash;
and 7,200 tins of canned fish.

That comes up to a total of VN$
630 million in cash, 509,760 tins of
canned fish, 2,152 bags of rice, 2,470
tins of sweetened milk, 8,099 blan-
kets and 20,540 roofing sheets doled
out to 543,974 refugees in 290 re-
fugee sites in all four military
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Higher Education:
Barriers Are Big

By Dr. NGO KHAC TINH
Minister of Education, RVN

* The development of higher education has a major
influence on social development.

In Vietnam, the educational development at the
university level as in other developing countries is
beset with many difficulties: shortage of funds, staff,
and others. -

The government has made many efforts to over-
come these difficulties, that is why it is always a mile-
stone when occasions arise like the inauguration of
the Cai Khe campus of the University of Can Tho.

Established six years- ago, the university was
started with a shortage of facilities. Recent gradua-
tion ceremonies in that university revealed that this
shortage did not discourage but rather reflected an
enthusiasm for higher education.

The inauguration of that campus on a sprawling
area of 87 hectares marks the start of future develop-
ment in the growth of that university. With its 30
airy, spacious and well-equipped classrooms and the
building on the Van Hoa and Cai Rang campuses,
the university has become an institution capable of
developing the top-level human resources needed for
the future development of our society.

In a country war-torn for years, the efforts and
resources have to be concentrated on national defense.
The development of education, especially higher
education, was very difficult.

In spite of these difficulties, the growth of Can
Tho University, for instance, which serves the Mekong
Delta containing 40 per cent of the country’s popula-
tion, is a watershed for the development of higher
education in the country. :

Post World War I

When the Second World War ended and many
small countries secured their independence, they
were confronted by many problems. One was eco-
nomic development.

One notes that the greatest anxieties of the
leaders of the developing countries concerned eco-
nomic matters.

Under the influence of the 19th century economic
development theories and growing cut of government
policies, it was believed that social and cultural situa-
tions did not affect economic activities.

22

The early theories of economic development air
ed at purely economic factors disregarding the soci.
conditions. Gradually, the ‘leaders responsible for
planning and economic development, having confront-
ed many problems resulting from social factors which
did not follow economic laws, arrived at the conclu-
sion that it was impossible to separate the economic
development efforts from their social environment.

For a country to develop, to overcome poverty,
it was necessary to modernize and transform the
whole social structure, of which economic conditions
were just components or parts of the whole.

In this overall consideration, every factor in-

fluencing development must be considered, particu-

larly the educational factor. Social structures consist
of a multitude of facets which have reciprocal in-
fluences and relationships.

These form the complete system. Education pro-
duces many of the conditions for modernization since
it acts as catalytic development agent. In other
words, education is an important variable which can
effect and help change the whole social structure
and can shape the changes and produce them more
quickly. Education becomes a force to stimulate the
country’s progress.

" Importance of Education

The importance of education may be summarized
in these three principal points.

First, education assists in training the technicians
and skilled workers needed to modernize. The spread-
ing of technical knowledge is important because the
developing countries cannot develop just from within.
For many years, the traditional societies in Asia
stopped at the handicraft and agricultural economy
stage.

Within this structure, there was no single motive
which can generate progress similar to that of the
industrial revolution in Europe. Consequently, the
recent changes in these societies derived from exter-
nal factors when these societies collided with another
civilization.

In the present status of development, in order
‘to try to keep pace with the advanced nations, it is
necessary to import foreign technology. This importa-
tion first requires a group of technicians and workers
with extensive background to act as mediators. The
training of this group of mediators can be done only
through education, and especially at the higher educa-
tion level.

Second, education is required as in an advanced
country to unite the country’s people. Education
extends the people’s understandings beyond their
villages and their country. Only as they overcome
their provincialism can they assimilate themselves
into the larger community beyond the nation.

Knowledge gained through education gradually
will cause them to renounce outmoded traditional
values which previously ordered their lives so that
they can absorb and assimilate. new values needed
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Eternal concern:
Marriage
and Death

Marriage and death are perhaps the most sacred
and solemn events among most of the Vietnamese
people, either lowlander or mountaineer. To the
lowland or ethnic Vietnamese, marriage is an affair
of greater interest and concern to the entire family
than to the nian and woman to be married. It is
arranged by the family with much care because to
them the essential purpose is the procreation of
male offspring to perpetuate the family and to assure
a continuing ancestral worship.

The continuing cult of ancestral worship is one
of the reasons that few families want a mixture of
racial blood lines: it is feared that proper worship
will not be maintained if such occurs. Marriages are
arranged after social factors, horoscope readings, etc.,
have been studied and found acceptable. The cere-
monial procedure and the marriage rite is in three
parts: (a) official request for engagement, (b) the
engagemen‘t,'and (c) the marriage itself.

Among the non-Christian Vietnamese of the low-
lands, the marriage ceremony seems to consist of
ceremonial presentations of the bridegroom to the
forebearers—living and dead—and family of the
bride, with this taking place in front of the family
ancestral altar; and the bride likewise presenting
herself before the ancestral altar of the groom’s
family and pledging to henceforth give allegiance
to them.

This is followed by feasting and celebrations as
marriage is an important step in assuring the living
family that veneration of themselves as ancestors
after death will be continued.

While there seems to be some changes of mar-
riage customs in the cities due to colonialization and
the movies, the traditional customs are very evident.
A number of charming young ladies in their early
twenties affirmed that their future husbands would
be chosen by their mothers; avoiding making mother
unhappy was more important than their own-choice
of mates, as violation of the customs would create
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... & policy of free enterprise

Development Fund was created ;
import procedures were drastically
simplified and export promotion
given the highest priority with less
emphasis on import substitution
industries.

These reforms, coupled with im-
proved security throughout the
country, have brought some en-
couraging results such as a record
production level of rice (5.7 mil-
lion tons), a significant increase in
rubber production (33,000 metric
tons or 12 per cent more than in
1970) and a spectacular increase in
savings and time deposits in com-
mercial banks (VN$47.5 billion at
the end of 1971 as compared to
VN$23.1 billion at the end of 1970).

Heretofore, our stabilization
policy has been reasonably sucess-
ful and could pave the way for a
more ambitious development pro-
gram in the coming years, reared
mainly towards more industrial
production, more exports and less
dependence on foreign aid.

Infrastructure

This development program will
benefit greatly from the first-rate
infrastructure network already in
existence, such as roads, bridges,
airport and harbor facilities, which
the United States government has
generously built over the years.

It is predicted that with such
facilities and with the full exploit-
ation of her natural resources,
Vietnam will be able to experience
in the postwar era a rapid rate of
€conomic growth.

I More important than these facts
is the clear commitment of the
Viethamese government to the
doctrine of free enterprise which
President Thieu stressed in his
message to the Joint Session of the
- National Assembly on 15 Novem-
. ber 1971,

Thieu Policy

The President said in that ad-
dress: “We will develop the eco-

\ Nomy of Vietnam in the spirit of
! free enterprise which is considered

most effective and which conforms
with the ideals of freedom and de-
mocracy we have chosen.. The
government will guide, stimulate
and control instead of restricting
and imposing within the frame-
work of the development plan and
national objectives. What the pri-
vate sector cannot do yet or still
lacks the capability or the means
to perform will be taken care of
by the government. However, the
government will not infringe upon
the private business sector in
which private entrepreneurs can
develop their initiative.”

ASEAN Philosophy

It is clear from the President’s
words that Vietnam is committed
to the same philosophy of econo-
mic development as held by mem-
ber nations of ASEAN.

However, during the last dec-
ade, the country’s preoccupation
with internal events were natur-
ally overwhelming. But this has
not adversely affected the energy
with which the government has
been promoting the idea of re-
gional cooperation.

The Republic of Vietnam is a
full-fledged member of numerous
specialized agencies of the United
Nations, the Colombo Plan, the
Association of Natural Rubber
Producing Countries (ANRPC),
the Singapore-based Regional In-
stitute of Higher Education and
Development (RIHED), to mention
just a few. '

She has actively participated in
the work of ECAFE as well as
that of ECAFE-sponsored bodies
such as the Asian Development
Bank (ADB), the Mekong Com-
mittee and the Committee for Co-
ordination of Joint Prospecting
in Asia Offshore Areas (CCOP).

She is also one of the founding
members of the Asian and Pacific
Council (ASPAC), an organization
with a somewhat broader member-
ship than ASEAN in that it inclu-
des countries to the north of
Southeast Asia such as Japan as
well as to the south such as Aus-

tralia and New Zealand, but which
seeks to promote the same ideals
of economic, social and cultural
cooperation as those pursued by
ASEAN.

The Sixth Annual Conference of
the Southeast Asia Ministers of
Education Council (SEAMEC) was
convened in Saigon on January,
1971 and next June, the Republic
of Vietnam will host the Seventh
Ministerial Conference for the
Economic Development of Asia.

Regional Cooperation

The participation of the Repub-
lic of Vietnam in all these re-
gional endeavors demonstrates
both her continuing and active in-
terest in the concept of regional
cooperation and her sincere belief
in the development of regionalism
as an effective means of en-
suring the stability of the whole
Pacific and Asian area.

Furthermore, the government is
inclined to think that the persist-
ence of Southeast Asia in creating
a network of regional bodies
reveals more than anything else
the determination of the non-
Communist states of Asia to be
masters of their own fate.

Prerequisites

It is obvious, however, that one
of the prerequisites for the success
of regionalism remains peace and
security from external threat.
Viewed in this light, the large-
scale invasion of the country—
there is no other word to charac-
terize the overt North Vietnamese
attack against the Republic of
Vietnam since the beginning of
April—at the present moment does
not in any way help to foster the
ideals of regionalism.

On the contrary, the deliberate
use of violence, with the aim of
subjugating an independent state
under the guise of support for a
so-called “war of liberation,” con-
stitutes a manifest danger against
the stability of the region, without
which cooperation or regional
identity will be but futile words.
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CONTINENTAL PALACE“H(_.)TEL

132, Tu-Do Street - Saigon
Phone: 22.820 - 90.155 - 90.187

Cable Addresss CONTINENT
P. O. Box: 140 SAIGON

— IDEALLY SITUATED IN THE CENTER‘ OF SAIGON.

— SPACIOUS AIR-CONDITIONED ROOMS.

— FAMOUS CAFE BAR, FOR RELAXING OVER DRINKS IN THE EVENING AND
A FAVORITE SPOT FOR REFRESHING.

— «LOTUS GARDEN, FOR ITS CHARMING SOLITUDE IN THE SHADOWS OF
FRAGRANT TREES AND ITS DELIGHTFUL PAILLOTE, REMINDER OF THE

«MOI, COUNTRY'S VILLAGES.

— LARGE BANQUET ROOM FOR CONFERENCES, COCKTAILS, ANNIVERSARIES,
BIRTHDAY PARTIES, WEDDINGS, RECEPTIONS AND OTHER IMPORTANT L

FUNCTIONS.

— THE ONLY «CONTINENTAL RESTAURANT, WITH CLASSICAL REFINED «FRENCH
CUISINE., AND TERRACE OVERLOOKING TU DO STREET. I
|

— THE «DOLCE VITA, WITH ITS ITALIAN SPECIALTIES SERVED IN MEDITER-
RANEAN CAFE, UNIQUE IN SAIGON.

o
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SUBSCRIPTION FORM - VIETNAM MAGAZINE

The Vietnam Council on Foreign Relations
(Hiép-Hoi Viét-Nam Phat-Trien Bang-Giao Quéc-Té)
P. O. Box 932

Saigon, Republic of Vietnam
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Enclosed herewith is payment of US $6.00 for a one-year subscription to
Vietnam Magazine.

Name (please print) Signature N

Date
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THE COMMERGIAL &TNI]IJSTRIAL BANK OF VIETNAM

HEAD OFFICE

93.95, Boulevard Ham-Nghi — SAIGON
Tel.: 91.558 - 91.559 — Cable Address: VIETNAMBANK

BRANCHES

SAIGON
209-213, Bd. Tran Hung Pgo

6, Nguyén Trung Tryc Street

217, Trvong Minh Giadng Street
402-404, Bd. Péng Khanh
170, Trinh Minh Thé Street

DA.NANG
71, Bd. Béc Lap — Tel: 2255

Tel.:
Tel.
Tel.:
Tel.:
Tel.:

23.262

: 92.627

40.925
37.481 .
91915

MY.THO

91, Trung Trac Street — Tel.: 2.112

FULL BANK SERVICE

You may be interested in

DOING BUSINESS IN VIETNAM

TA VAN TAI
LEONARD A. CHINITZ

TANG THI THANH TRAI
SESTO E. VECCHI

This 118-page book deals with every aspect of business
in Vietnam (establishment, investment, privileges, taxation,
repatriation of earnings, etc...) and other subjects of special

interest to foreign investors.

The price is US $ 2.50 or equivalent.

Send cheque or money order to the
Vietnam Council on Foreign Relations,
P. O. Box 932, Saigon, Vietnam.
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