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INTERNATIONAL MTLIT ARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

JNTTED STATES OF AMERICA, ot al

ct al.

ARAKI, Sada?,

duly sworn in cccordancd with the

|
Ls MITARALI; Tatsuo,

procedure followed in our country,

do hereby deposc and say &8

follows:
e in 1894. N7 precsent pddrass

g born in OITA prefectur

Igumi-Gun, Ch gince 19217,

1., 1 wa
ig at Shiota, Tokail-mura,

iba profecturce.
gspecialying 23 critie

h varlous newspapers,
prefectu

1 have been connocted wit

of Japanc

as MINAMI, 0iro,
ed into constant cpnault

8@ political circles. As 1 came-from.the same

ation with him in carly

jdency of UG Political Society

olitical Society)s

call

when he Wes3 asked ﬁo agsume the 2res
of great Japan (usually called &he Japan P
jdent , 1 became his socretﬁrg and

the Soclety.

After his appointment as prés

§ i

oprtant affalrs of
ne Japan Political Society

ential citizens at
OMA, Tadao, GODO, Taku

¢£cok pnart in imp
f1pst of all

9. . The creation of t WA S
da by 2 committee of influ

as KANRMITSU, Tsuneo, YaM..ZAKT, Tatsunosuke,

that time, such

promoté

- l — :
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and other, who pressed ujon MINAMI and myself the urgent necd of
much creation to the following effoct:

“Although the Imperial Rule Asslstance Assogiation (ToRelsls) f
made its aplcarance advocating a new political structurs of natio.u‘

L

unity, its character had been so frequently changed that after all f

it became a mere anxiliary administrative organ of the zovqrne
ment. The Imperial Rule assistance Political Association (!.R@&@P.

Le), on the other hand, mainly consisting of members of both

Houses, was cripnlad as a political narty, because it 1znored the
rieans and method of being in touch with the general public. Such

a situation, coupled with the unfavorgble aspects of the war,
brought forth severe discontent and grave misgivings among citize:
as well as political circles. Hence, our immediate attention had
to be given to the creation of a political sarty which would truly
act for the people and he managed by the people",

As a mattor of fact, this was the line of policy which
governed tho activitics of the Jasan Political Yocietr after
NINAMI nccedted the presidency:

5« The distinct featurcs of tha Janan Politieal 8ociety, as
dlfferont from I.R.Ae.d. Or T.RuA.Poit. may be summarkzed as follows:

(a) RSither at the time of or after ita creagtion, the Society
had no connection whatever with tMe Government. As the 3ocietw

did not erter to thc wishoe of bureaucrats and militarists, it
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)
many obstacles and interferences fyom such quarters;

refectures.

se of forming chapters in p

ien.oount.e.r‘ed
%espacially in the ca
1

icy above-mentioned, the Society put

t with the people.
jgshed in 35 srefec-

-

$ (p) In accordance with ool
Within

"4ts main gtrength to the direct contac
birth, chapters were establ

s months after its
g to at 1east more than 5

00,000,

tures, members whereof amountin

although.dafinita figures cannot be

truction of pecords DY air-ralds.

(¢) The Society never received & cont of financial ald from

the Government,
contrary to the

not only every one of

Ishikawa and otheor

members. Furthermore,
twem dis-

ould subsidizo chaters,
but many, ©6,6¢»

office sh
h proqosition,

sgnsed with suc
ations to the head office.

pefectures, offered don
- geam curious

s-mentioned, 1t muy
d as president, However,

with the

Under the circumstancos abov

gral should be installe
who aporoached MINAMI

4.
that & retired gen
gald committes

thought that the purdose of
by & person whose

the members oI the
creating the Japan

offer of sresidency,

v and ability would enablc him O take

pupularit
and military-authorities,

and MINAMI because

vis the gpvernmental
man for such a past-

hought to be the very

of his »ost rccord wWas t
11 his vetb theory ©

1 knew very We

On the other hand,

an equal stand vis~a~-

hat no*military
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man should participate in politics and also the fact that he decline.
the recommendation to the oresidency of I.R.A.P.As in the

¥
previous year when Gencral ABE, Nobuyuki, retired therefyen, Ir

the case of the Japanese folitical Society, however, the said
committee took every possible means tolpersnude MINAMI, notwith,
standing rcpoeated refusals on his part and of those c¢losc to him,
including myself, and finally succeeded in obtaining his agrocnient
on the strength cf the good offices of SUZUKI, Kantaro, who was
then Prosidont of the Privy Council nd his most intimate fniend
Thus, he was nominated fresident of the Japan Political Society
at 1ts 1nauguratlon on idarch 30th, 1945.

Four months later, on sugust 9th, MIIAMI met the aforesaid
SUZUKI, then Premicr, and advised him to accept the terms of the
Potsdam Declaration. Henceforth, HINAMI and Soclety strived hard
to unite public odinion and, upon the surender of Japan, he resigned

and the society dissolved itself.

Oith

I do hereby swear, in accordancs with my consclence, to tell
the whole truth, withholding nothing and adding nothing.
July 7, 1947, at Tokyo.

Deponent: MITARAI, Tatsuo.




Daof. Doc. No. 2015

I do hereby certify that the above statement was sworn by
the said deponent, who affixed his signature and seal thoreto

in my presence on the same day and ab the same place as above

Written-

Witness® KONDO, Giichi.
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