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SUMMARY

Lieutenant Conmmancer OKALOTO discusses briefly anti-submarine
training, special equipment and search an¢ attack doctrine &s ape
plied to Japanese aireraft. For additional inforriation refer to

\ Interrogation number USEES 200, NMav. o. 48 o




TR.ANSCRIPT

Q. Didéd the Japanese have a specific development unit whose mise
sion was to experiment with snti-submarine devices only?

A, Yes, at YOKOSUKA, iir Group Anti-Submarine Resesrch Section
(HAN) carried out experiments with anti-submarine detector de-
vices and radar; and also the SAEKI Air Group a2t SAEK: carried out
experiments. AT SAFEKI, training was civen to pnilots anc crew who
come from various units for training with the MAD arnd rzdar.
mxperienced pilots who had received research study at YOKOSUKa
were often sent to SAEKI to instruct others. This training be-
gan early last year in 19044 2ot YOKOSUK:..

Q. Were sguacrons trained as units?
A. The souadrons scldom trained a2s = unit. The nearby hases, such
as SAEKI and the other air bases, cener=lly sent 1/3 of their pi-
Jots to this training tase anc others. This 1/3 would receive
: their training anc¢ return to the base and onother 1/2 would go..
However, in instances of distant bases such as SINGAPORE, a part
of the pilots and crew were sent to recceive such training; but
this peart would be only spvout 1/10 of the unit and tThis 1/10 would
return to becse cond instruct the others. This method was usec due

to the difficulty in transportation and scarcity of pilots ana
CreWe '

Q. Was this research snd treoining conducteéd jointly with surface
force? -

i+ There wes only one area where any practice group was gilven
actual experienee in search with convoy and that was in the BUNGO
STRALITS. Joint training exercises were conducted with sctual ves-
sels using a tome subrarine for a terget, EHExperienced pilots fron
outlying bases were returned to JAPLY for this specialized train-
ing and l-ter used as instructors at t:e outlylng rases.

Q. Did pilots okject to anti-subiorine duty?
A. The pilots otrjected and much preferred actlve corbate.

Q. ILid you rotate pilots from one tType cuty to another? -
L. .t the beginning cf the war when We didn't have racdar =nd iwD
devices, we rototed their duty; but later on, beczuse of the
specinlization involved, the pilots and crew Were fixed,

Q. When meking an attack on a submarine, were nilots allowed to
drop depth chearges after the submarine disappearec below the
surface?

LLe YeSs

Q. How many seconds after the subnarine disappcared fromn sight
were they sllowed- to attack? |
A, Within 30 scconds.

Q. Whot zction ¢id planes that vere not e quippec¢ with D take
sfter sighting a submaringc that they were unable to attack?

4e The plene woulcC crop & morker on the water end at the sane
tire call for LAD equipped planes to comé out to scarche. In the
mecantime, they would continue to circle to try ond locate the sub-
marine. The radius of the eirclec W-S approximately 20 miles.

: Q. Whet speed did you assume that the United States subnerine

- made submerged?

ﬁ L. If a subierine knew thet it ha¢ teen discovered, we assumed
th-t it w-s raking 10 knotsj 1f it wes submerged at the time of
discovery, it wss making four knotse.

Q. How long dic you follow a contact tefore you asbandoned¢ 1it?
i. Three d=ys 2n¢ nig:-ts.
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G. Did you use surface vessels to assist aftermaking conteact?
L, Yes. Surface vessels were =lways used to develop a cortact.

Q. Were the surface vessels dircoted to the estirated position
of the submarine by i.iD planes?
ff}-o Yes. | _

. Whet size of depth'bombs di¢ your aircreft use?
i'l.o 250 kg- |

Q. Did you actually usc any othcr cirborn wearon besides depth
bombs? |

L. We had nothing tesidecs bombs. The tomb wags o stondard 250 kg
boirb with a modified flat nose attachment and 2 speciel teily 2
nose and tail fusc was ussd. |

Q. What depth setting cid you usc?

L. TWe used 25 end 495 . If the subrerire was discovered ncarby
a convoy at periseope éepth enc immcdistely submerged, we cropped
the 25 metery if time pasSsed and g=ove the subzerine time to go

to a lower depth, we would drop the 45 neter bomb.

Q. Lid you drop more tren one depth bomb ot « tike?
L. Génerslly we dropucC only one, but sorctires TWO.

0. Then dropped two, whct sprce ves -used?
Le None, the bomlks werec dropped sirultcncouslys Only experienced
pilots were allowed to crop ~11 bombs 2t oncec.

Q. ALt whet distrnee from the subrerine wos it neccssery to eX-
plode thec cepth charge ir orécr to sink the submsrine?

L. Hth the 250 kg torb, it had to hit within 13 meters of the
submerine in order to sink it. The smaller plancs cauipped with

60 kgz bombs hcd to make = circet hit on the subrerine to sink it.

Q. Estircte how many subricrines were sunk by aircraft?

L. In thc SOUTH SEL Area between FORMOOS:, PHILIPPINES =n¢ SING-
APORE, seven sunkj; in the JAPAN Lree, WC clained four sunk., This
is by joint use of LD 2na surfece vessels, I do not know how
meny werc sunk by aircraft onlye.

Q. Whot methoc did the Japanesc USC in ¢eternining whether or

not the submerine was destroyeG? | -
Le One, by oil slickj sccond, kbutklesy third, debris; and fourth,
sound . |

Q. Did the Japancsc cver consider the use of rockets angeinst sub-

marines?
L. There wes o time when wethought thot we would like to put roc-

E el

kcts on the plancs to use areinst subtmerines, but'we had to cCis-
bl e

ccrd the plan beccusc the plines thet we were wsing were few.
Sccond, we viere using "seconcary" circraft, i.e¢., 0lc planes.

Q. [L[ié you cver rake an attock 2t night with flares?
. Ve never used flarcs agrinst subrarines but we dic¢ night ot-

tacks by racer.

Q. What pezns oFf i1luninetior 4id you use?
.. There werc no actual sttacks mrcc ~egoinst [rericen subrarines
ot night by Japencse pl-ncs; they only practicccd rancuvers in

thet respect. LHowever, they made protrols ot night.

Q. Did you attempt to rark rzder contoct with float lights?
i Ve dropped a=n =cctylene gas f1-pre vwhich rede content with the

weter and burned.
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Q. How long did it burn? P

A. The small one lasted thirty minutes and the large one five te
six hours. |

Q. How much did the lame one welgh?
A. Four kilograms.

Qs In regard to LAD gear, assume that the pilot was flying at 50
meters; what depth below the water was it expected to detect a
submarine? &

A, With good equipment, pilots and crew, 250 reters maximum.

Q. What is the normal radius of detection of the MAD?
A. 150 meters.

Q. Wher flying in formation making a IAD sweep, what was the Cis-
tance between planes? »

A, 50 to 100 meters.

0. When sweeping in advance of a convoy, did you keep station

on the escort vessels?

As Ye8o

Q. Is the aluminum slick automatically droppec as soon as the air-
craft is within detecting distance?

A, Yes., It is automatically dropped; by the IAD gear., As soOOn

%,

as the contact is made, a red light is flasied on to warn the pi-
1ot and the alurinum slick is cropred irrediately. The distance
of the slick from the submarine ¢epenés upon the depth of the sub-
marine and angle of approach of tie' aircraft. The free travelling
of the slick between the aircraft and the water is computed; using
a system of tatles which incorporsted speed and altitude.

Q. After making the second turn in the MAD pattern and reaching
the 90° to the original track, is an effort made to pass directly
between No., 1 and Mo. 2 slick? (lMote: For diagram of pzttern
see Interrogation VM4iV, 48) 1-

A, Yes, this pattern can also be executed by two plenes; in which
case the second plane attempts to lead the first elick at a dis-
tance of atout 150 K. while flying perpendicular to the track of

the first planec.

Q. Using this syster. could you detect subrarires at speeds above
four knots?

A. L single plane can not track a submarinre making rore than
four knotsj; however, two planes working together can track sub-
marines at any speed that might be used. The size of the tri=-
angle formed by the slicks depends upon the speed of the submarine,

0. How were the LAD markers distinguished as to pattern?
A. We used three separate colors of aluminum powder .

0., Was any effort mace to drop the bomb automatically with the
1.AD?

A. There was no effort made to drop the bomb automatically. It
was impossible to achiecve accurate bombing.

0., Were anti-submarine =ircraft fitted with radar search recelvers%
A. Installation was ma¢e in some units beginning December 1944,
Priority was given to carrier task force planes anc¢ the anti-
submarine planes were not comrletely aquipped. I do not krow the

performance obtained.
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