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With Carbine He Hit l^o<i

Bull's Eye Repeatedly,

A
GENTLEMAN in this' city, says an old

issue of the Indianapolis Sentinel, has

in his possessioa a curious relic of the

late President Lincoln. In August,

IhtxJ, Mr. S. was a cleTk la the navy

department at Washington. The accumula-

tion of business at that time frequently com-

pelled him to work after office hours. About

6 o'clock on the evening- of the 31st, bht

clerks having all left the department, and

the watchman not yet on duty, Mr. S. sat at

his desk alone, as he thought, inthe building.

Suddenly he heard some one walking up and

down the hall with long strides, muttering to

himself.
" I do wonder if they have gone off and left

the building all alone," he heard the voice

say as he came to the door. Looking down
the hall, h« saw President Lin.coln, who pres-

ently turned, and seeing Mr. S. approaching

said: "Good eveming, sir,", "1 was just

looking for that man. who goes shooting

with me sometimes," said Mr. Lincoln.

Mr. S. happened to know tliat President Lin-

coln, was fond of firearms, and was in the

habit of testing every new gun invented,

which at that time was a pretty frequent

occurrence. The messenger of the ordnance

bureau generally wen-t with Mr. Lincoln on

his trial trips, so Mr. S. told him hewould see

if the man was aUU in the building. Finding

that he was not, Mr. S. offered his services,

" All right," said Mr. LincoUn. " get your

coat on and come on." He followed Mr. S.

into the room and stood at his desk, drum-

ming on it with his fingers, and' keeping up

a running fire of talk about the amount of

work they all had to do, how hot the weather

was, etc. Mr. S. being ready, they started.

" But hold on," said Mr. Lincoln, "we must

have something to shoot at." So Mr. S. went

back to his desk and gxit half a sheet of con-

gress letter paper; this he folded twice, mak-
ing the target four thicknesses of paper.

At the door of the navy department they

met a man from the White house with a box
'

of ammunition and a Spencer carbine, which

gun had been recently Invented, and the

qualities of which Mr. Lincoln was going to

test. Mr. S. took the gun and Mr. Lincoln

the cartridge box, and then Mr. ». took three

steps and Mr. Lincolni took one, and with a

-trot and a. atridie. Lbe_ Ivya made their way
Sacross the lot south of the White house. Ar-

,

Krlving at a safe distance, Mr. S. placed the
|

target against a guy post standing In th«
^

ground, and the president, having loaded the •*;

|-«arbln€, paced off the distance, about 80 to

f 100 feet, raised the rifle to a level, took a ,

i,' quick aim, and fired the round of seven shots

J- (the Spencer carbin Is a seven barreled re-

' volver) In quick succes,sion, the bullets chip-

ping al'l armind the target like a Gatllniggun,

and one striking near the center.
" I believe I can make this gun shoot bet-

ter " said Mr. Lincoln, after they had looked

at the result of the fire. With this he took

from his vest pocket a small wooden sight

which he had. whittled from a pine stick, and

adjusted It over the sight of the carbine. He
then shot two rounds, and of the fourteen

bullets nearly a dozen hit tlie paptr. Mr.

Lincolri then wanted Mr. S. to shoot, but as

that gentleman wasn't proud of his marks-

manship, he declined, and the two walked

across the lot to the White house, Mr. Lin,coln

with the cartridge box and carbine on hU
shoulder, chatting like a boy home from

hunting, and Mr. S. wlUi the target In his

pocket, getting In. a word edgeway* when he

could. ^ - ...

At the White house door they parted, with

a cheery "Good night," from Mr. Lincoln,

and the nhirllglg of time yesterday brought

the target before the eyes of a Sentinel re-

porter. It 1» now afaded piece of paper about

four Inches square. Near the center 19 a

blackened bole, through -which Mr. S. said

the president, having got good range, eent

five or six buUets In succession. A little to

the right of this Is another spot pierced by

two bullets, and Just below a third pertora-

tlon. These within, a radius of about two

Inches At the left lower corner a piece of

the paper la chipped out. and another at the

right center, while, the post all. around the

paper, kr. 8. said, lookenJ fts it It had the
;

smallpox. . ,1 .
, i)M

Ht bUdatU THE PRESIDENT.

Abraham Lincoln was always the friend

of the man who- did his duty, aj many a

good soldier aijd offlcial discovered to his

lasting bsnefit. Mr. Chlttendeii in Lis

"Recollecilons" tells a skory that Illus-

trates this fact. It was when the Prasl-

deiil paid a vUit to Fori Stevens, when an

aitack was e^pectea upon Wiishlcgtjn:

A young colonel of artillery, the otUjar

of the day, was lu grtas diairaia becau.iti

the Presldtm wouU expo*d himself, ilo

Lad warcfcd Mr. Lincoln tibat the Ojafui-

ate ahar'jihooters had recogulzud hlui and

were IJrIng kt him, and a soldioruear

hlni had juBt fallen with a brakes thlgti.

The oflicef asked Mr. Chltiendua'a advlcj,

a/ki'iug tLat iho Proiluent was lu great

dai »2fcr. (i^
'^'''

"What would you do with ma un^ar

similar clrcuu.3iancci?" asked Mr. Cult-

teiideu.

"I wou'd cUllly ask you to taWa a poal-

tloi) where you v^eie uot exposed."

'And U I refused to obe>?"

"I would send a jerseanl and A Ilia of

men and make you oboy."
"Then treat the projidant just a'i yau

would me or any civilian."

"I daro not. Ha Is my suparlor olflcar;

I have Taken an oath toobe? his orctfr«."

• He has given you no orders. Follow

my aovlcu and >r-u will not reKret It."

'1 wlil," said the otlicer. "I may a3

»ve!l die for cue thing as aaother. If ha

wefR shot I should bold u^yiolf resyoual-

ble."

He walked to where the president stood.

"Mr. Pretldent," he said, "you are stand-

ing within range of 500 rifles. Piaaaa

come d06vn to a safer place. If you do

not, It will be my duty to call a flle of men
and make you."
"And you would do right, my boy,"

iald tiio president, coming aowa at once.

"You are in command of this fort, I

should be the' last man to sot an example

of dlhobedlence."
The president was conducted to a p'ace

where the view was loss exiondsd bit

where there was almost no expasure.

Ljiieolu's i'eiietivnins lieiuarl^M.
From, the Troj' Times. /V?*--/

Lincoln, with hi.=5, quaint way bf dee'iis

through human na-ture, read Curtin like a

bopk. With all the respect which he felt

for the Governor's ,
strong points was

luinsleci a little irritation at the side of

his nature which the latter would show now
and then. The two men got along very well

till the war was half-way through, and a

Confederate army made an attempt to cut

throuiih PenQL-ylvania to the i'iorth. ilien

Curtin was seized v/lih a momentary P'^l]}<^

and telegraphed to the President: Ihe
Rebels are within four miles of Harrlsburj,

and have boKuu lirlng-." The answer whlca
came back v.as characteristically Llncoln-

f.^o.ue: -What are th^y firing at? jtu^

ended the correspondence. In alter clays

Lincoln used to say, alluding; to the epi-

sode: "Curtin would be a better man It ne

didn't lose hi.s head In emergencies. Ana
Curtin used to say of the war President;.

"Lincoln was a great man—a very gi'eai

man—but it was hard sometimes to know
how to take him."

Lincoln as a Military Hero.

He never took his campaigning

seriously. The politician^ habit of

Klorifying the petty incidents of a

candidates life always seemed absurd

to him, and in his speech, made m
1848, ridiculing the effort on the part

of General Cass's friends to draw

some political advantage from that

gentleman's respectable but obscure

service on the frontier in the war

with Great Britain, he stopped any

future eulogist from painting his

own military achievements m too liv-

ely colors. "Did you know, Mr. Speak-

er " he said, "I am a military hero .'

In the days of the Black Hawk war

I fought, bled and came away. I was

not at Stillman's defeat, but I was

about as near it is General Cass was

to Hull's surrender; and like him, I

saw the very place seen afterwards.

It is quite certain I did not break my
sword for I had none to break, but

I bent my musket badly on one occa-

sion. If General Cass went in advance

of me picking whortle berries, I guess
|

I surpassed him in charges on the

wild onions: If he saw any live figh-

ting Indians it was more than 1 did,

but I had a good many bloody strug-

gles with mosquitoes; and althoiigh

I never fainted from loss of blood, I

can truly say I was often very hun-

gry. Mr. Speaker, if ever I should

conclude to doff whatever our demo-

cratic friends may suppose there is of

black cockade Federalism about me,

and there upon they shall take me up

as their candidate for the Presidency

I protest that they shall not make
fun of me, as they have of General

Cass, by attempting to write me into

a military hero."—December 1886.

T
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The tremendous shift in the type of munitions used
during the past decade reveals the most startling develop-
ment in mechanic art which civilization has observed.
The simplicity of devices for war in Lincoln's day and
his reaction towards some of the innovations recom-
mended, is of interest when the whole world seems to be
drawn into a discussion of war implements by oresent
events.

Erickson
The name of Erickson immediately comes to mind when

one is thinking of innovations in the field of munitions,
especially as they had to do with navigation. Erickson
as early as 1828 invented a self-acting gun-lock to be
used on naval cannon. In 1841 under order of the United
States he designed the "Princeton", the first war vessel
to have its propeller under the water out of range of
gim shot, with other features such as a telescopic smoke-
stack, gun-carriages of wrought iron, and an optical
instrimient for ascertaining distances. The "Princeton"
is regarded as the pioneer of modem naval construction.

It is the idea embodied in his famous "Monitor," "the
cheesebox on a raft," as it was called, for which he is
best known. The notion first took form as early as 1836
and in 1854 he submitted plans for the war vessel to
Napoleon III. The first vessel of this type, however,
was built at the beginning of the Civil War in 1861 at
Green Point, New York. The important place the Erick-
son warships took in the naval battles of the Union is
well known.

President Lincoln visited the "Monitor" a few days
after its battle with the "Merrimac." Assistant Secre-
tary of the Navy Fox made a short speech in which he
said he was familiar with the story of the building of
the "Monitor," and while he did not wish to withhold any
credit from Captain Erickson, the inventor, he said that
"the country was principally indebted for the construc-
tion of the vessel to President Lincoln."
The day after Lieutenant Worden and the "Monitor"

met the "Merrimac", he was detained in his room by
injuries and was there visited by President Lincoln. He
was advanced to the rank of Captain for his bravery.
Lincoln's note written to Gideon Welles, Secretary of the
Navy, on the day of his visit to Worden is of interest:

Executive Mansion, March 10, 1862.
Hon. Gideon Welles.

My dear Sir.

I have just seen Lieut Worden, who says the "Moni-
tor" could be boarded and Captured very easily, first,
after boarding, by wedging the turret, so that it would
not turn, and then by pouring water in her & drowning
her machinery. He is decidedly of Opinion she should
not go sky-larking up to Norfolk.

Yours truly
A. Lincoln

Dahlgren
The name of another Swedish inventor should also

be mentioned in connection with the "Monitor", as she
carried a new type of gun called a Dahlgren gun. The
first gun according to his design was cast in 1850, and
later the inventor produced a rifled cannon and still later
developed the boat howitzers with iron carriages.

It was under Dahlgren's supervision that the ordnance
department at Washington acquired extensive additions:
a foundry for making cannon, a shop for the manufacture
of gun carriages, an experimental" battery, and so on.
Lmcoln placed great dependence in Dahlgren as an au-
thority on arms and was interested especially in the new
developments in rifles. When some one approached him
with a weapon which seemed to have merit, he would
write a note similar to this one sent to Dahlgren on
June 10, 1861:

MUNITIONS IN LINCOLN'S DAY
^ , ^ ,

,

Executive Mansion, June 10, 1861
Capt. Dahlgren
My dear Sir:

-f^-?o ^x^7®,5®^" ^^' Bl™t's new gun—What think you
°l It

Would the government do well to purchase some
of them ? Should they be of the size of the one exhibited
or of dmerent sizes.

Yours truly,
A. Lincoln

On an occasion when Lincoln was at the Navy Yard
witnessing experiments with a newly-invented gun and
a discussion was imderway about the merits of the new
gun, Lincoln observed an ax on the wall and taking it
down said: "Gentlemen, you may talk about your 'Ra-
phael repeaters' and 'eleven-inch Dahlgrens', but here
IS an institution which I understand better than any of
you." Upon making this statement he held the ax out
at arm's length by the end of the handle, a feat which
no one m the party could perform.

Gatling
The most remarkable invention durmg the war, al-

though It was not perfected to the extent that it became
of much use, was the Gatling gun or, as we call it, the
machine-gun.

Richard Jordan Gatling was born in North Carolina.
Even as a boy he had an inventive mind and designed
several improvements on machinery for planting and
thinning cotton, sowing rice, and finally for drilling
wheat. In 1850 he invented a hemp-breaking machine,
and m 1857 a steam plow. He attended lectures on
medicine at Laporte, Indiana, and Cincinnati, Ohio, but
never practiced his profession.
When the war broke out he conceived the idea of

a revolving battery gun, and the first of these was madem Indianapolis m 1862. An assignment of a dozen was
sent to General Butler and used by him on the James
River with more or less success. Gatling began to im-
prove his gun, but before he had it perfected so that it
was generally accepted (in 1865), the war had come
to a close.

The shells in a feedcase were fed into a hopper at the
top of the gun while the gtmner turned a crank by which
the gun revolved. Other feedcases could be substituted
without interrupting the discharges. The original Gatling
g-un fired only from 250 to 300 shots per minute, but
Gatling later perfected the instrument so that it fired
1200 a minute.
The Lincoln National Life Foundation is in possession

of an original letter written by Mr. Gatling to Miss
Lizzie Jarvis, in which he not only explains his inven-
tion but also explains that he believes its development
will not necessitate the use of large armies, thereby
reducing the suffering on the battlefield. The copy of
the original letter follows:

,, _ „ .
Hartford, June 15th, 1877.

My Dear Friend.
It may be interesting to you to know how I came to

invent the gun which bears my name; I will tell you:
In 1861, during the opening events of the war (residing
at the time in Indianapolis Ind.) I witnessed almost daily
the departure of troops to the front and the return of
the wounded, sick and dead; The most of the latter lost
their lives, not in battle, but by sickness and exposure
incident to the service. It occured to me if I could invent
a machine—a gun—which could by its rapidity of fire,
enable one man to do as much battle duty as a hundred,
that it would, to a great extent, supersede the necessity
of large armies, and consequently, exposure to battle
and disease be greatly diminished. I thought over the
subject and finally this idea took practical form in the
invention of the Gatling Gim.

Yours truly
Miss Lizzie Jarvis R, J. Gatling
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CURIOUS LINCOLN CURIOS

Even though some object may be but remotely asso-
ciated with Abraham Lincoln, it is usually classified
5™9"^ *^6 rarities in the collectors realm. It is not
difficult to tabulate various antiques and household items
\^ich were supposed to have been in the Lincoln home,
office or White House. The wearing apparel of the mem-
bers of the Lincoln family and accessories, sudi as jewelry,
fans, canes, umbrellas, etc. has also been catalogued. The
implements used on the farm and in the carpenter shop
are easily arranged in their proper order, however, there
is always the inevitable miscellaneous group of relics
that IS composed of the unusual items, comparable pos-
sibly to the "catch all" envelope, which Lincoln marked,
11 you can't find it anywhere else, look here."
Some of the unusual curios which have come to the

attention of the Lincoln National Life Foundation. Infor-
mation about these items which refuses to be pigeonholed
under definite subjects, is presented in this issue of Lincoln
Lore.

Cowhide Sachel

A sachel described as "a plain box split in two and
covered with black cowhide leather" is said to have been
presented by Mr. Lincoln to his neighbor, Mr. Eemann
of Sprmgfield, at the time the Lincolns left Washington.
This cuno is now the valuable possession of a museumm the far West.

Inscribed Jackknife

TTri^?°°rT^^'
Lincoln's death, Charles Forbes, one of the

White House attendants, came in possession of several
Lincoln mementos, one of them a jackknife. On the handle
the manufacturer who presented it to the President had
eight diamond-shaped ornaments inlaid in the handle and
?^xT®^^^ ^r^^°^®^* ^ ^^**®^ inscribed which spells, A.
LINCOLN. This curio is in a Chicago exhibit.

Shingle Target

Someone is said to have preserved an old target made
of a shingle, which Lincoln used while President, in try-mg out some newly invented rifle. The story does not
relate as to whether or not Lincoln hit the bull's-eye.
The target is supposed to be in existence and there has
been some inquiry at the Foundation information bureau
about it.

Mayflower Violin

While there does not seem to be much evidence that
Lincoln was a musician beyond the ability to play the
jew s-harp, yet there is a violin which came over in the
famous "Mayflower" which Lincoln, it is claimed, "owned
and used" and later presented to Coleman Gaines of
Springfield.

Leather Wallet

One day Lincoln is said to have been at New Salem
working with a fellow laborer, and while at dinner, their
coats, which they left in the field, were badly chewed by
the stock. Lincoln's wallet was in his coat and the prints
of the cow's teeth are still visible in the leather. 'The wal-
let has a notebook attached which bears the name A. Lin-
coln and dated September 17, 1833. The name Jemenia R.
Hill is written on one page.

Powder Horn

A noted sheriff who lived at Medina, Ohio, previous to
1920, came in possession of an old powder horn which
was found in an old log house in Macon County, Illinois
in 1870. The name "Abe Lincoln 1830" is inscribed on
the horn.

Political Flagpole

A relic seventy feet in length would be difficult to
show in any museum case, but a flagpole raised to cele-
brate Lincoln's election in 1864 was stored for seventy
years in the top of an old covered bridge in Scioto County,
Ohio. It was cut by John S. Huddleston and his brother,
Powell Huddleston while they were home on a furloue-hm the fall of 1864.

Pullman Berth

A puUman car berth in which Abraham Lincoln is said
to have slept has been preserved in Selings Grove, Penn-
sylvania. The berth was used as a bed for many years
by C. C. Mason, who was for fifty years in the upholster-
ing department of the Pennsylvania Railroad at Altoona.

Primitive Bootjack

Tradition claims that while a young man living near
Springfield, Illinois, Lincoln was walking through the
woods one day with James Danley. Their conversation
turned to boots and Lincoln, who had an ax with him,
made the bootjack for Mr. Danley out of the forks of
a small tree.

Beaver Robe

When Lincoln visited Council Bluffs in 1859, he made
the trip from Leavenworth to the bluffs in a steamboat,
whose captain was Joseph LaBarge. After Lincoln be-
came President, LaBarge presented him with a robe
made of ten beaver pelts secured from the Indian Chief,
Crooked Elbow. When the gift was thrown over Lincoln's
shoulders, he is said to have pulled it about him "Indian
fashion", danced about a bit and then let oUt a warwhoop.

Eagle Feathers

There was an eagle which went through the Civil War
as the mascot of a Wisconsin regiment. It was nicknamed
"Old Abe". In the midst of battle it would cry out from
its perch and is said to have inspired the members of
the regiment to greater valor. Three feathers from this
eagle were once offered to the Foundation as appropriate
Lincoln souvenirs.

Lightning Rod

It will be recalled that Lincoln once subdued a political
opponent in Springfield by referring to the lightning rod,
which his adversary had caused to be placed on his house
as Lincoln concluded "to protect him from an angry God".
One of the early pictures of Lincoln's home, howeverj
shows that his own house was also equipped with the
protective device. "A piece % inches long of the light-
ning rod" from the Lincoln home, one person cherishes
as a Lincoln treasure.

Rail Chip

A correspondent offered to sell to the Foundation a
chip from a rail Abraham Lincoln split while residing
on the farm on which he was bom in Kentucky. Inas-
much as Abraham was but two years old when he left
the birth place farm, he was a pretty small chip to be
splitting rails at that age.
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The Louisville Times
April 20, 1959

The first machine gun in his-

tory was bought by Abraham
Lincoln for the U.S. Army. Lin-

coln called the new type gun "a

coffee mill."



New Model Five Barreled Gatling Gun, Weight 9/ Pounds.

As a practical military machine gun, the GATLING has no equal. It fires from.

800 to 1,000 shots per minute, has great accuracy, and the larger calibres have

an effective range of over two miles. The following calibres are made : .42, .43,

.45, .50, .55, .65, .75, and 1 inch. It has been adopted by nearly all the principal

governments of the world. Address,

QatiiBg QuM G'9mpamy,
HARTFORD, CONN., U. S. A.
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TfTi'' Ens\vo}th Gun was the only breech-Ioadinj;

-ir'IKcry p.cce manufactured foi the Union Atmv in

the U S. per mihtary contract during the Ci\d War.

Al-o .t -vvc's llie only biecfh-loading cannon pui chased

b" f p I'f'eral Government, (jthei than a 70 poundei

V\ rrwo'th bought ni England

'.'' v< ".'i gins weic rifled, weighed about 450

o( m i, ar.(' had a lange o£ thiee miles, at 10 dcgiees

cevanon. H he four-foot bariel weighed about 300

v.
4'*

^%. a .^ii

^
:«. ^^

k /
"^

^<- -^VAw

1;-

J!/'4-l

Mu'.sachxi setts C on^ress>yian Fh Thayer nwented the "Elliworth

Gun." Thii breech-loader saw little service in the war. (LC)

]5ounds and had a boie of one and one-half inches

1 he outside diametci at the l)recch ^\as six inches, and

at the niii/zle, thice and one half inches The breech

mech.mism was a hiodification of the }osl';n Ritle

Patent, consisting oi a cone and expanding liiig^,

held in place b\ a tapeied steel key which passed

tluough the shank of tlie bieech A handle opened

the brcecli piece Tlie conical, (hillcd-iton, I'/'-ounce

ball wound with tallow-soaked coid, fitted intc a

tup at the end of a biass cartiidge The three ounce

chaige of Go\ernment-pioof powder w^s igaiied

tluough peiforations ncai I lie other end Instea 1 of a

limbei, the gun cainage had a diag rope attac^iccl fci

hauling b) four men babm P Pond claimed thai \.\\^

cannon could be m.tde \eiy rapidly m most of the i la-

ehine shops of New England

THE man responsible for this cuiious h)bi.d, d

cioss between a Brol^diiign igian iifle and a I.dlipu

tian cannon, stated it could be loaded ordinal ih m
five seconds but could piobabh be fired three or foui

times a minute Ammunition cost was about i3 lO 15

cents per tound Unfoitunately, expensive searching

has not rc\ealed an\ sketches or pictuies of this un-

usual ai tiUerv piece

Massachusetts Congressman I li 1 h4)ei, the de-

\clopei of the gun, was deMubed <.s being a in ui of

eccentne humor, and of remarkable and advanced

thouglit mixed with practical sense He was an in-

\entor, an cducatoi, a politician, and an .udciu abo

litionist He Iiad founded the New Engl ind Emigiant

Aid Societv which sent Iieesoileis and Shaips iifles

into Kansas during the 1850's

Tha^ei bought the manufacturing lights to B F.

Joslyn's new bieeeli loading iifle and, using a little

\ankee ingenuil\, applied the same design to a

little biecch-loading hcldpiece of his own He and

lub twu paitneis, Sabin P. and Daiuel B. Pond, both

33
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CoJone/ Elmer E. Ellsworth, whose Fire Zouaves had two of

Thayer's breech-loading guns. By association with this famous

unH the cannon thus came to be called the "Ellsworth Gun.'-

o£ New York City, proposed it to occupy a space be-

tween the rined musket and the 6-pounder rified

p-un. They sent a dozen out to chastise the Kansas

"bo''der ruffians."

IN April 1861, Thayer sold two of his little cannon

to the Union Defense Committee of New York for

tlie use of Colonel Ellsworth's 1st Zouave Regiment,

New York Militia. Thereafter he called his weapon

the Ellswc'rth Gun.

On July 29, 1851, Thayer Incorporated offered the

use of its cannon to General McClellan. Evidently

Little Mac must have been unimpressed, but in Sep-

tember Thayer obtained an appointment with Presi-

dent Lincoln and successfully demonstrated the

maneuverability and rapidity of fire of his guns. Lin-

coln was impressed and ord'ered twenty of the guns at

a cost of $350 each on November 29, 1861. The guns

were purchased from Sabin and Daniel Pond, manu-

factured by Goddard, Rice and Company, and were

delivered on December 4, 1861, obviously being al-

ready made by the time of the contract. They were

stored in the Washington Arsenal, where they were

regarded with tolerable skepticism. Lieutenant Colonel

P.amsey, commander of the Washington Arsenal,

later confessed that he supposed the guns would never

be introduced into the service.

Two more Ellsworth Guns v.'ere ordered by General

Ben Butler on February 15, 1862 and were delivered

on May 3d. They evidently were little used because

they are not mentioned again.

TO THE surprise of Ramsey, General John C.

Fremont asked for the Ellsworth Guns in the spring

of '62 Accordingly, all twenty guns, gleammg with

oil and varnish, were sent off to the Shenandoah Val-

ley' By Special Order No. 37 of April 29, 1862, Fre-

mont created the 1st Battery of Ellsworth Guns. He

designated Lieutenants August Otto, Francis Richard,

Paul F Rohrbacker, Sherman Underwood, and LouiS

Vonosky to report to Lieutenant Colonel John Pilson.

Chief of Artillery, for duty as its officers. Otto was

commissioned captain on May 10.

Because the battery was organized so late Frdmon^

was compelled to obtain canoneers by detailing

soldiers from other units; hence no muster rolls or

returns exist. Various reports reveal that the orphaned

outfit had many aliases, some of which are as follows:

August Otto's Battery of Ellsworth Guns

Ellsworth Guns Battery

Battery of Ellsworth Guns, Virginia Artillei7

Fremont's Guns

Fremont's jackass Guns

1st West Virginia Battalion of Light Artillery

1st Battalion of West Virginia Light Artillery

1st Virginia Light Artillery

1st West Virginia Light Artillery

Battery D

DURING Jackson's siege of Harpers Ferry in Sep-

tember 1862 Brigadier General Julius White stated

in his official report that -he had been verbally in-

formed by Major Henry B. Mcllvaine, Chief of \:-

tillery, "That the entire amount of artillery at thv

post was 46 pieces, exclusive of seven small guns known

as Ellsworth Guns." The New York Times listed a de-

tachment of 12 two-inch rifles at Harpers Ferry, close

enough to suggest their identity.

The New York Times narrative of the siege and

capture of Harpers Ferry claimed that on Septembe'.

13, "a detachment of Fremont's, more familiarl)

known as 'jackass' guns, was taken to Marylanr'

Heights, and rendered valuable assistance." The gv.it

were manned by Captain Acorn's Company I, 12tr.

Regiment, New York State Militia. The same articit

listed forty-seven pieces of captured artillery pla;-

mentioning "several pieces of Frt^mont's Guns of but

little value." How many were really at Harpers Feriy.

seven or twelve? Also, what happened to the remainder

of the twenty guns sent to Fr(^mont earlier that year?

In any case, the Confederates captured all that were

there.

THE next mention of the Ellsworth Guns occurred

at Cane Hill or Boston Mountains, Arkansas on Xo-

.34
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'.^f\f'^ri^U:,B^-Hasselberger, a technical writer at

'f0'^\f^^:.Sf^Naval[ Mine Engineering Facility at

.
{rYo^iiown, Ma., is the author of numerous articles,

O-^'^i hmoricaijournals, dealing wth the Civil War.

ieinber 28, 1862. According to an article on the 1st

' JCamas Battery, U. S., the Confederates had a small

,

rif..ed cannon of about two-inch caliber that shot a

,it:ad projectile about the size and shape of an old-

i fashioned clockweight. The Rebel gunner who was
:
handling this piece got the range on Rabb's 2d
Indiana Battery and fired a projectile which hit one of
fliv dismounted drivers and passed on through him
iind both of his horses, killing all three.

Jn tne Confederate attack on Hartsville, Tennessee
on December 7, 1862, General John Hunt Morgan
repovu-d he had in his artillery two Ellsworth Guns,

-vbotu r farch 26, 1863 General John C. Pemberton,
C. .S. A., sent some light breech-loading cannon to

.

Po^ I Hudson for use by General Richard Taylor at

Alex.mdria, Louisiana. It is not known whether
ti-e? were the same six Ellsworth Guns that were
'.SMcd to the Trans-Mississippi Department sometime
during the peiiod of September 13, 1862 and Janu-
ary .51, 1863.

EARLY in 1864, Major Kingsbury, U. S. A., exiled
to the Great Plains by U. S. Chief of Ordnance Ripley,
told General Sully about the little cannon. Sully

asked the Ordnance Department for some, adding:
"}'rjn>, their description, I should judge that I could
make good use of them in arming the block houses
erected and about to be erected in the Upper Missouri
River, and as an armament to the boats expected to

be sent up the Missouri River from St. Louis next
spring." However, the Plains Indians were safe from
Th;.>'er's little breech-loading cannon, none of which
couin be found at the Washington Arsenal.

llie last known appearance of the Ellsworth Gun
was with the Confederate forces in their invasion of
Missoui-i in the fall of '64. General Pagan's division

had among his artillery one 1 1/2-inch rifled gun, de-

scribed as being used for picking off artillerymen,

and it was said to be very effective. One thing is cer-

tain, it never got back to the Confederacy. All of
Pagan's guns were captured at Mine Creek, Kansas,
on Ociober 25, 1864. Most of these captured cannon
were sent to the St. Louis Arsenal by General
Pleasonton.

So far as is known, none of the thirty-six Ells-

v/orth cannon exist today. What happened to the only
Union-manufactured breech-loading cannon?
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FIRE ARMS 211

shotguns, and handcuffs. The Company employs five

hundred and eighty hands. In March, 1878, the number
was thirty-five. The product is shipped to almost every
civilized country on the globe and the export business is

increasing every year.

Iver Johnson & Company, established in 1871, were
located at 44 Central Street, and employed two hundred
hands. Their products were air pistols, guns, revolvers

and other arms; ice and roller skates. This company
moved to Fitchburg in 1891.

January 30, 1856, notice is found of a new rifle invented

by B. F. Joslyn, the manufacture of which was controlled

by Eli Thayer. It was claimed to be superior to the

"Sharpe rifle," both on account of the rapidity of its load-

ing and the simpHcity, safety and cheapness of its con-

struction. In March, 1859, the Spy said that Mr. Joslyn

and Mr. Freeman, of New York, had purchased the large

stone shop at South Worcester, where they expected to

commence the manufacture of pistols under Joslyn's

patent at an early day; and, in 1860, the War Depart-
ment ordered from Mr. Joslyn one thousand of his rifles,

which up to that time was the largest single order for

fire-arms ever given to one contractor in the country.

The Navy Department had previously ordered five

hundred.

In April, 1861, they were busy day and night at the

Lower Junction shop manufacturing Joslyn's breech-

loading carbines for the War Department. Fort Sumter
had then been fired upon and the demand for arms be-

came pressing. All the u-on-working establishments in

the city were busy furnishing the Government with ord-

nance. Nathan Washburn was making five tons of rifle-

barrel iron per day for the Springfield Armory, and was
under contract to furnish one hundred thousand musket

1 rv-'t --
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from Industrial Worcester by Charles G. Washburn (1917)
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barrels. Osgood Bradley was at work on gun-carriages and

forges. Wood & Light were busy making machinery for the

govermnent at Springfield Armory. November, 1861, Shep-

ard, Lathe& Co. were under contract for Colt, the Burnside

factory and Springfield Armory. Allen & Wheelock had
two hundred hands at work for the government and pri-

vate parties. L. W. Pond was building twenty light

rifle-cannon of his invention, called the "Ellsworth

Gun," at the shop of Goddard, Rice & Co. This was a

"breech-loading rifle-gun, four feet long, six inches in

diameter at the breech and 3)^ at the muzzle, with a 1}/^

inch bore, carrying a chilled conical ball weighing eighteen

ounces, which it would throw three miles. The gun
weighed, carriage and all, four hundred and fifty pounds.

Cost, three hundred and fifty dollars."

July 11, 1862, a patent was granted to Theodore R.

Timby, of Worcester, for improvements in a revolving

battery-tower and improvements for discharging guns

by electricity. Joslyn's breech-loading carbines were in

high favor at this time with the government.

In 1862, Ball & Williams, in School Street, employed

one hundred men in the manufacture of the Ballard

rifle,—a cavalry rifle which they continued to make until

the close' of the war. This was a breech-loading arm,

using a .42 metallic cartridge, and the invention of Mr.
Ballard, who had been a foreman for them.

December 29, 1862, the invention of Stevens' Platoon-

gun, invented by W. X. Stevens, of Worcester, was
noticed. In April, 1863, Charles S. Coleman invented a

breech-loading gun. September 6, 1865, the Green Rifle

Works was at the Junction shop. January 15th, Ethan
Allen & Co. were making from twenty thousand to fifty

thousand cartridges per day.
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The Lincoln National Life Foundalion
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Fori Wayne, Indiana

November 4, 1974

American Antiquarian Society
185 Salisbury Street
Worcester, Mass. 01609

Dear Sir or Madam:

We are trying to find more information tlian is available
in Robert Bruce' s Lincoln and the Tools of War on the so-called
"Ellsworth" cannons'; These snail, 1 l/2"-bore cannons were the
only American-made rifled breech- loading artillery ordered by
the United States government during the Civil War. Tliey are,
therefore, of some considerable significance to the history of
technology. They are also of significance to Abraham Lincoln's
career since he had a hand, as he did with many innovations in
military technology, in getting them approved. Tliey were
manufactured by L. W. Pond in Worcester, Massachusetts, and
Eli Thayer was apparently the agent who sold them to the govern-
ment. A Colonel Kingsbury apparently approved their use for
the army.

IVc are in great need of an accurate physical description
or drawing of these guns. The Massachusetts Historical Society
and the Smithsonian have thus far been unable to help. Do
you have any shred of information on these guns or the people
connected with their manufacture and sale? Do you know anyone
who might know something about them? Anything you can do to
help would be much appreciated.

Yours truly,

_ Mark E. Neoly, Jr. /T
(J
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Lincoln Lore

November, 1976
Bulletin ofThe Lincoln National Life Foundation. ..Mark E. Neely, Jr., Editor. Published each month
by The Lincoln National Life Insurance Company, Fort Wayne, Indiana 46801. Number 1665

one of the little breech-loading cannons
I got of Hon. Eli Thayer."

Editor's Note: Important credits for this issue go to Dr. Jack P. Covell,

researcher, restorer, and owner of the piece under discussion; to Gary

L. Delscamp, researcher and photographer; to Russell E. Thornton,

who discovered the patent mark; and to Donald E. Thornton, who

helped his father.

M. E. N., Jr.

About a year before he won election to the Presidency,

Abraham Lincoln asserted that the three discoveries and in-

ventions of greatest value to the human race were "the arts of

writing and of printing — the discovery of America, and the

introduction of Patent-laws." These were of crucial impor-

tance, he said, because they served to facilitate all other dis-

coveries and inventions since. Probably only a few patent

lawyers would still rate the introduction of patent laws on a

par with the discovery of America and the development of

writing and printing, but this serves well to reveal a peculiar

trait in Abraham Lincoln's character: he was fascinated by

technological innovations.

Lincoln's weakness for inventions would have large effects

when he became President of the United States. The Army
was of the mind that no invention could be developed fast

enough to have any profound effect on the war at hand; there-

fore, it turned a deaf ear to the horde of inventors who
descended on Washington with their various, curious, and

sometimes efficiently lethal wares. These innovative Yankees

quickly learned that their chances for a real hearing by the

War Department were much enhanced ifthey could only get to

Lincoln, persuade him of the merit of their schemes, and then

be sent to the War Department with a request from the Presi-

dent that they be given a fair hearing. So much of this activity

went on, in fact, that Robert V. Bruce managed to write one of

the more ingenious (and lively) booksin the whole field of Lin-

colniana, Lincoln and the Tools of War, in which he related

the stories of dozens of inventions and their encounters with

President Lincoln and the War Department.

Among those inventions the acceptance of which spoke well

for Lincoln's ability to forecast the technological future, was a

curiously elusive piece of artillery called, for no very good rea-

son, "The Ellsworth Gun." Muzzle-loaders and smooth-bores

were very quickly a thing of the past after the American Civil

War, and this httle cannon was, therefore, a milestone in the

history of American artillery: it was the only American

breech-loading rifled cannon purchased by the War Depart-

ment during the Civil War.

Unfortunately, the Ellsworth Gun was not as epoch-

making in American military history as it was in the histroy

of American technology. Fewer than fifty of the cannons were

produced, and despite their association with some of the war's

more colorful commanders, Elmer Ellsworth, Benjamin F.

Butler, and John C. P'reinont, they proved to be rather ill-

starred in combat. A number were captured by the Con-

federates in the Shenandoah Valley campaign of 1862

against General P'remont, and others found their way to out-

of-the-way and inglorious theaters of combat. As Professor

Bruce puts it, "By 1863 all the Ellsworth guns had vanished

into limbo or Dixie." Until recently, none has been seen, but a

candidate for being one of the long-lost little cannons has

come to the attention of Lincoln Lore, and we are happy to

have the exclusive right of reporting this find.

Courtesy G. L. Dehcatnp

FIGURE 1. This is a photograph of the recently discovered barrel of a small cannon. Taken just two months ago.

it shows a small square hole near the breech in the lower left-hand corner ofthe picture. Two metal wedges and a

tray to hold them have been removed to expose the holes. FIGURES 2 and 3 on page 2 show the breech before the

wedges and other attachments were removed. Note the number "5" which appears on the trunnion, the metal

sleeve around the middle of the barrel from which the cylindrical rods which rested on the carriage protrude.
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FIGURE 2. This photograph shows
the right side of the breech. The
two metal wedges rest one atop the
other in the tray. The lower wedge
had a handle which protruded
parallel to the axis of the barrel. By
pushing it away from the barrel, it

caused the wedges to work against
each other, loosen the interior

breech mechanism, and finally

slide out into the tray. The rings

probably had chains on them
which kept the wedges from being
lost from the barrel.

All modern accounts of the Ellsworth gun, for which no

patent models, drawings, or plans have ever been found, are

based on Bruce's pioneering study, and here is the substance

of that account:

Having bought manufacturing rights to B. F. Joslyn's

new breech-loading rifle, the imaginative Yankee |Eli

ThayerJ applied the same design to a little breech-loading

fieldpiece and sent a dozen specimens out to chastise the

Kansas "border ruffians." In April 1861, when the conflict

flared up again on a continental scale, Thayer sold two of

his litfle cannon to the Union Defense Committee of New
York, for the use of Elmer Ellsworth's Zouave regiment.

Thereafter he called his cannon the "Ellsworth Gun."

This curious hybrid, somewhere between a Brobding-

nagian rifle and a LiUiputian cannon, fell under Lincoln's

interested scrutiny in September 1861. The gun Lincoln saw

Courtesy G. L. Detscamp

was four feet long, had a 1 1/2-inch bore and weighed about

three hundred pounds without its carriage. Like the Joslyn

rifle, its breech mechanism consisted of a cone and expand-

ing rings, held in place by a tapered steel key which passed

through the shank of the breech and was operated by a com-

pound lever. A handle opened the breech piece. The conical

chilled-iron ball, wound with tallow-soaked cord, fitted into

a cup at the end of a brass cartridge; and the 3-ounce charge

was ignited through perforations near the other end. In-

stead of a limber, the carriage had a drag rope attached for

hauling by manpower.

Thayer made much of the gun's maneuverabihty, cheap-

ness and rapidity of fire; and Lincoln at last consented to

order twenty guns at $350 each, subject to the inspection of

McClellan's chief ordnance officer ....

From 1863, when the cannons disappear from the official re-

FIGURE 3. This is the left side of

the breech. The two wedges
protrude slightly above the surface
of the barrel, just behind the device
which must have cradled a sight of

some sort. The bore of the rifled

cannon was so small that it fired a
very small projectile which could
not have been very destructive and
had, therefore, to be accurately
placed. The hole above the breech
is a mystery, but it may have held a
level. Since the rifle had a range of
three miles, it doubtless had to

have a telescopic sight on it.

Courtesy G. L. Delsiump
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cords, until June, 1974, when a cannon barrel was purchased

by two gun collectors from a man who had acquired it to

decorate his rock garden, there has been no evidence of the

Ellsworth cannon. The barrel in question did not provoke

much interest at first. The two gun collectors made a five-

minute examination, decided that the little piece must have

been the sort used to throw lines of rope from distressed ships

to shore or vice versa, and within half an hour sold the barrel

to a local firearms dealer as a curiosity or advertising piece for

his store. The dealer had the barrel for six days. He removed

some of the coat of thick black paint which covered the barrel

and found a patent mark. Having been in the gun business for

thirty years, the dealer had acquired some standard

references on the history of weapons. Checking The Breech-

Loader in the Service, he found the patent date listed there

and realized that he had probably acquired a breech-loading

Civil War piece rather than a line-throwing gun. He had no

reason to beheve that these were not produced by the thou-

sands and happily sold the gun for about 700% profit to two

men who frequented his shop.

These two men, Dr. Jack Covell and G. L. Delscamp, were

better equipped to evaluate the significance of the little field-

piece. Dr. Covell is a gun collector with a solid technical know-

ledge of the practical workings of firearms, though twentieth-

century weapons are his specialty. Mr. Delscamp is a recent

college graduate with a degree in history and an ability to find

his way around a library. Between them, they decided that the

cannon barrel was no ordinary piece from the standard

arsenal of Civil War weapons but the rare Ellsworth cannon,

and they went to work to clean up the gun and prove their

point. This work has taken two years of incredible efforts in

garages and machine shops. Along the way, Mr. Delscamp

lost interest and sold his share to Dr. Covell, who has con-

tinued the machine-shop work and the thankless process of

writing and telephoning experts in the history of weaponry.

Of course, there can be no real expert on a gun no one has ever

seen so much as a picture of, and these efforts have not been

altogether successful. Moreover, the desire to keep the barrel

in good shape for posterity and the limited means available to

an ordinary citizen who does not own a foundry have pre-

vented exerting the kinds of force and violence on the piece

that might open it up and prove the way its mechanism works.

Nevertheless, the evidence for Dr. Covell's little cannon is

substantial.

The dimensions seem to fit the existing word descriptions of

the Ellsworth Gun. The barrel weighs around 290 pounds, is

four feet long, and has a 1 1/2-inch bore. It is no line-throwing

gun because the barrel is rifled, and the spin imparted by

rifling would only serve to snarl a rope flying through the air.

Although the breech plug is apparently firmly shut with rust

and corrosion and the breech has not yet been opened, the can-

non must be a breech-loader. Otherwise, there is no reason for

the presence of the curious-looking compound wedges which

protrude from the side of the piece and penetrate through the

other side. These wedges operated by a handle which, though

broken off and stuffed in the muzzle (along with a lot of rocks,

debris, and what looked like red Georgia clay), extended

parallel to the axis of the barrel from the circular protrusion

on the breech-side of the upper wedge. Strenuous efforts have

caused these wedges to move and, in fact, be removed from the

cannon. But they did not do what doubtless they were meant

to do before the breech plug rusted, force the breech plug out so

that the barrel could be loaded from the rear.

All of these pieces of evidence might add up only to the fact

that the barrel is that of a small old rifled cannon 'vith ;;

curious system of wedges near the breech. The important

piece of evidence, however, is that patent date which first

made the gun dealer realize he had something more than a

seacoast curiosity. Stamped on the breech near the protuding

plug is:

13S0-I

7—L^ '

^^^^^^^^^^^^^m

Friim the Linciiln Niilniniil l.ifr Fnunilalnin

FIGLIKE 4. This page from the plates of the Report of the

Commissioner of Patents for the Year IS.'i.j contains the dia-

gram of the B. F. Joslyn patent in the upper right-hand

corner.

PATENTED
AUG. 28TH, 185.5

A check oi the Report of the Commissioner of Patents t'lr the

Year 1855 reveals that only one patent was issued on that date

for a firearms device. It was patent number l.'f,ri07, issued to

B. F. Joslyn for an 'improvement in Breech-lciading Fire-

arms." It was the Joslyn patent which Eli Thayer |)uichased

and adapted for use in a small rifled cannon.

In a letter to President Lincoln written on SeptemluT 21,

1861, Thayer advised the organization of companies ot

soldiers armed with twenty of these weapons, which, he

claimed, combined the advantages of artUlery and infantry

rifles. Solightin weight (he claimed they weighed in at some-

thing like 200 or 22.5 pounds — quite an underestimate! that

they could be pulled into place by men rather than horses and

so small that they could be placed anywhere a rifleman could,

the Ellsworth Guns nevertheless fired a seventeen-ounce ball

a distance of three miles (at three degrees elevationt, that is,

artillery and not infantry range. Moreover, only a small num-

ber ofmen was required to operate the guns i he did not say pre-

cisely how small a number), and they could easily get nit

twenty rounds per minute. Thayer ga%e as his address W il-
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Courtesy G. L Dvlsranip

FIGURE 5. This close-up photograph of the muzzle
shows the rifling (visible at the edge of the shadows at

the lower I'ight of the bore).

lard's Hotel in Washington, and he had doubtless come down
from Massachusetts to lobby for the purchase of the P]lls-

worth cannon — at what he claimed was a very low price,

especially when compared to ordinary field artillery.

Thayer, an ex-Congi-essman and a maverick Republican

who had voted for Lincoln's nomination at the Wigwam, had
some influence. Three days later Lincoln drew up a memoran-
dum for purchase of "twenty guns, . . . made equal, or superior

to the Ellsworth gun" at $350 each. Lincoln noted that the gun
had recently been exhibited to him. The twenty cannons were

manufactured in Thayer's home town, Worcester,

Massachusetts, by L. W. Pond at the factory of Goddard, Rice

& Company. Some improvements were made on the model
Lincoln had seen, because Charles Kingsbury, who examined
the guns in November for the Army, reported that the "can-
non rifles" were superior to what he had seen before with Lin-

coln. The improvements were wide-ranging enough for L. W.
Pond to claim that the cannon was his own invention, or so, at

least, The Scientific American reported in December.
The barrel under discussion here has no other identifying

marks than those already mentioned — except the numeral
"5" which appears in five different places on the barrel. This
numeral, if a serial number, is consistent with the small num-
ber of cannons known to have been produced. While in itself it

provides no conclusive evidence, it at least does not have to be

explained away, as a higher number, in the hundreds, say,

would have to be. The device on thesideof the breech opposite

the wedges is not mentioned in any of the literature on the

Ellsworth Gun, but it might be a part of a sighting device, per-

haps added as an improvement by L. W. Pond.

The positive proof of the identity of the barrel still lies im-

mobile in the breech. Only the system of rings, pin, and cone
will provide sure identification for the Ellsworth Gun, for it is

distinguished by its B. F. Joslyn-patented breech device.

P'rom all other outward appearances, however, this ccjuld well

be the long-lost Ellsworth cannon. If it is, it is a significant

artifact for Lincoln students (as well as military historians

and students of the history of American technology).

Abraham Lincoln seems to have been very keen on the little

cannon's possibilities, and when a Mr. Hegon visited him
later, the President instructed Colonel George I). Ramsay tf)

"show him one of the little breech-loading cannons 1 got of

Hon. Eli Thayer." It was quite an innovative piece of

weaponry, and President Lincoln had personally seen to its

acceptance by the Army, even to the point of drawing up the

terms of the contract and, on December .'], bSHl, signing the

manufacturer's bill for $881 1.87, "I advise that the above ac-

count be paid. A. Lincoln.
"

FIGURE 6. The all-important pat-
ent mark appears, alas, in an
awkward place. It is just above the
breech plug. Early owners of the
barrel apparently damaged the
mark in trying to remove the plug.
The "T" is partly obliterated, as is

most of the "8"; however, the
beginnings of both of the loops in

the "8" are visible on the side near
the "2".
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Ellsworth Source Information

"I left these headquarters at 10 a.m. on the 6th instant...
(December, 186?) .., and two rifled Ellsworth guns belonging':
to my own command." "

,;•

Report of Brig. Gen* J.H. Morgan, December 9, 1862
O.R. Ser. I Vol. XX Pt.I page 65

"Inventory of ordnance and ordnance stor^^s captured in the
city of Columbia, South Carolina, February 17, 1865

Breech-loading gun (caliber li inch) 1 (at arssnal) ••

H-port of Bvt. Col. T.Cr. Baylor, Chief Ordnanc?? Officer
'

April 7, 1865. O.R. Ser. I Vol. XLVII Pt, I page 161

"Ii^f5ues to Trans-Mississippi PcDartment from September 1, 1862.
to September 15, 1864,

From Sept. 1, 1862 to Jan. 31, 1863- Ellsworth guns

Report of Col. J. Corgas, Chief of Ordnance September 24. 186-
O.R. Ser. I Vol. XLI Pt.II page 1058

l[-^l'l ^i0M j^-^^r?;
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The Spencer Carbine was invented by Christopher M. Spencer,

now Hving at Windsor, Conn. He is considered one of America s

greatest inventors. He is also the inventor of the Spencer Repeat-

ino- Shot Gun, of which we were the makers. The carbine bearing

his name, was invented when he was only 19 years old. When the

Civil War broke out Spencer went to Washington to show up his

sun and try to obtain an order lor its manufacture. But army of-

ficers were very busy and were overrun with inventors and had no

time to see "the young man with his gun." While waiting around

the corridors of the War Office Spencer made the acquaintance of

one of the doorkeepers or messengers, to whom he showed his gun

and related his disappointment, and that he was discouraged and

was about to return home. The doorkeeper said, "You come here

after I am through for the day and I will take you to a man who

will examine your gun." His friend took him direct to the White

House and introduced him to President Abraham Lincoln. Young

Spencer showed the workings of the gun with the dummy cartridge,

when the President said, "It works all right, but the proof lies m
the shooting: let's go out and shoot it." So they started for the

grounds attached to the White House. On the way the President

noted that the pocket of his coat was torn and asked for a pm, re-

marking, "This is a nice dress for the Chief Magistrate to appear

in public." Setting up a shingle against a tree a few shots were bred

by Spencer, who handed the gun to the President, who bred a tew

shots, not making quite as good target as Spencer, gave the gun

back for further shooting, saying, "When I was your age i could

do better." The target shingle is now at the State House m Indian-

apolis, presented by Mr. Spencer after the death of the President.

Needless to say that Mr. Spencer returned home with an order tor

all the guns he could furnish. A company was formed and y4,Ui)U

guns were delivered^ for use in the Civil War. Jas. G. Blame was a

stockholder in the Spencer Arms Company; Fisher, to whom
Blaine wrote "Burn these letters," was its treasurer.

J



Target used by Lincoln when he {x-rsonally tested
and approved the Spencer in August of 1 86','!. (Only
then was the rifle widely adopted by Union forces.)
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Total artilU'i-y iiroji'rtilo*. .

Ya-ei- mua<.-N
Pahui'ttu rillr.s

linn in L' ton rilh-s

ili^-i-^sipiii iilli-3

U.S. i.mskL-rs. rulilHr .ftl

JCulirlil rillr-il lllllskot.^

Euiicld lillrs i.-iliort. swonl iMMiin'ri .

Aii.striaii viHol inii>k(>ts i"Ul)

WliitnoyrirlcH (old)

Spriiinlirld rilled niuskrt^
iXofo.' rillos (Soiitli e'ari.Iiiia)

Total uui.--kot3 .md i-illos, .soi-viiuablL-.

ilnski-t bari-i.d.s and -tock.-i, iiiiiini>lii'd.

is:;

-•Hi

41)11

14S

112
120

:ai

112
12(1

:ai

tU

2. 2SU

2. .14

1

i..;-jo

SIHi)

.-,00

1110

L'lia

1.740
l,2lllj

DO

;
500
100
200

1, 7110
'

3, 440
7"0 ; I, '.IOC

2, nOO 2. oiiU

.'lOo Cii'iO

50 50

loo 100
400

10, 210

C-iioiiiidrr ;;nn-i (lii-oiizi-)

C-]HmTiilrr ^'iiii-i I in 111)

ISlaki-ly ,!;iins (rilUal. irmii --

Jaini.-s'Liiiii.s (rilli-d, limii/i)

12-iionndiT iiioiiurain howii/.ors

3-inidi L'uu (ritli-d, iron)

lO-pouiidiT ^iiii (iriinl

10-piiiindrr i:nn iriMi-d, ivon)

LS-poiiudLT mm (rilleii. iriiii)

18-]ioundiT ;iiui (n'-i-nl'oicc-d, inm)
4-in(:h rilled liun (in mi
4-incli niortar.s

1 [.lOj-iindi Cofdiorr, 1 lii-.m/ci

Bronze ^ims (ealilier 1-. ineh)

2-piiimder gun (!irou/ei

- Repeat in'_' leitrerv (ealiln-r 1 iiielii - •

•

Xi Bree. li-luadin-^- ;,'n!i (e.ililier U meli) -.

lO-iiiiiiiid.r rarrott.s tbniiil and di'stnivcd liv Ueueral --

ll.iz.eii.
-

Total -uns .

4.000

10

(
Aniiorv.)

G. OIIU G. 000

1, 000

(
|)i-potand !

armory.)
|

Gum earriaun
Gnu eaiJ.-olis

iloiintam lio\vir/er i-ai^.-^oie

Vov-v^
Snonut ,1 anil raiuiiier.s

Bl.iek.^muU vi.se.-i

Anvils
Artillery harne.-^.-*

1

1.0 ill
;

JO •

n

l^a\'al ei!tta-^<e.^

Aitillm-v ^a.lii-rs

Cavaljy ^.lll.rs lall kiiid.s)

Tola' eulLi-seM .and salier.s.

175
220

,
UllO

4

10

9
14

125 1

-i

1,125
20
n
;i8

.... 1

1

175.

220
2, 700



ISi CONFEDERATE HANDGUNS Fart Three

Coiieral Wilh'ain T, Slicrmaii took Coliiinliia

on FricUw, Februar\' 17, 1863. He promptly

iDurned it. N\']iat wouklnt liurn, he blew tip,

Tliere wasn't nmcli lelt of the Palmetto Iron

NV(:)rks when Uncle Bill\- mo\'ed on, but a pic-

ture \\'as taken of the ruins.

Let Glaze himself tell what happened.

I witnessed tlie burning of Columbia. I know
that the citv was destroyed bv Gen. Sherman's

armv, because they were in the city at the time,

anfl I saw persons in the uniform of tlie United

States soldiers setting fire to the citv in various

places. I saw two such persons fire Mr. Phillips'

auction warehouse. They opened the door and

threw balls, which they had set on fire, into the

building, and in less than twent\- nu'nutes the

building was in flames. This bm'lding was diag-

onallv across from the petitioner's store. Jt oc-

curred about 7 o'clock. P.M. All that part of the

city caucht directl}- after that— in about onedialf

of an hour. I sa^^• several other houses fired, and

•\ among them \r\\ own building. I am speaking now
of what 1 saw mvself. I saw a building back of

the old Cit\- Hotel fired h\ balls hv persons wear-

ing similar uniforms, whom I know to be United

States soldiers, for the\ came in.to my own house.

.
T\\f'\ burned iny machine shop. There were al)out

one hundred .soldiers there at the time, They

hroke up the machinerv and then set fire tliereto;

not, liowever, by balls as aforesaid, but bv the

broken boxes, etc, and oil poured on. In the

course of a half an hour the conflagration became

Hcneral. Most of tlie bmaiing was done from that

time until about 3 oVTick next morm'ng. I was a

member of the cit\- coimeil at the time, and went

\y[t\\ the mavor to Gen. Sherman, when Gen.

Sherman promised the mavor that tliere would be

no burning that niglit. I saw no efforts on the

[lart of the United States soldiers to subdue the

fire; but, on the otlier hand, I saw them endeavor-

ing to spiead it, and heard sonie of them remark

tliat it was not lialf enoueli. It waas on mv wav
home from our conference w\\.h Gen. Sherman

that I saw Mr. Phillips" u'arehouse fired. I saw a

skv-rocket sent up from the State House vard,

where the headquarters of Gen. Sherman were,

u'hicli 1 took to he the signal for th!"* burning of

the cit\', for immediately thereafter the fire burst

out all o\er the city. Soldiers had been stationed

at different points in the mean timt',

Signature/W. M. GLAZE
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this ISth

day of March, A. D., 1872.

ALBERT M, BOOZER,
U.S. Commissioner for District

of South Carolina. 2°

The snl)or(linates of Brevet Lieutenant Colo-

nel T, G. Ba\lor, Chief of Ordnance with

Slicrnian, wrote an extrenudy detailed report on

the ordnance stores captured and destro\-ed at

Colunibia.^^ In meticulous regular armv fashion,

the\' wiu'c carefid to list where each classifica-

tion was found and ]\ow man\' of each item there

wevQ. d'heir main place headings \vere: Citadel.

Map^azinc. Arsciml. A sublieading under Arsenal

appears as Armory, still another is Depot and

Armori/.

W'e mav assume that the Federal ordnance

]i(^o]de whr) \-iewcd the captured stores and who
ga\'e local place names to captured installations

would have vrsed the al)brc\iated coll(X[uia]ism

"Armoi-\-" for Palmetto Armorv, wTiich is wTiat

most people in Columbia still call it. Bemenlber.

too, tliat llie Palmetto froii AVorks was oid\' a

few hnndrecl \ards from the State Arsenal on

Arsenal 11 dl and tliat the same report refers spe-

cifiealK' and f|uite ]iropeii\' to 500 Palmetto rifles

found at tlie Citadel. On the other hand, tlie

re[)ort locates the Citadel and Magazine of

Cliai-leston in Columbia, and there was a Con-

fcdei'ate Armor\- in Columbia. It would be in-

teresting to know if tlie Armor\- entr\' applies to

the 1\a]mctlo Iron W'orks or to the Confede)-ate

Armorw because at the "Armor\'" were found

6.000 unfim'shed nmsket barrels and stocks!

Under Depot and .\rmorv are listed a Hi inch

lireech-loading cannon (George's perhaps?) —

gun carriages, caissons and a large number of

sponges and rammers. It is unfortunate that

such large gaps exist in Coulederate and South



Chapter Twelve] THE PALMETTO ARMORY

Carolina Oidnance Hccoixls, ]3c)cnMienlai-y proof

183

ma\' not exist in as dctailctl form as we niiglit

wisli, but there ean l)e no cloul^t that the Pal-

metto Armory played an ijnportant part in tlie

Soiith's war eflort. The life of the Palmetto Ar-

morv was of slujrt span, hut its pioducts endure

to its memory,

worth, Soutli Carolina did

e\er a state "ot its monev s
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fouiitairi, .sj>on{ing: merrily the twelve months rouml, fed from
- inexhaiisiiblc sources at tlie far iiortlierly limits of the city; the

fascinating' circular pool in the immediate foreground lookin;^

from ]\Iain St., stocked always with brilliant, iridescent gold and
silver fi^li; the well groomed greensward, sloping in gi'aceful lines

from the cr.folding elevations; the abundant, colorful flower-beds,

artistically and cnnvenientl\' placed immediately in front of the

mansioii, have not even yet lost their aesthetic appeal.

Tiiose among y^ai having had the privilege of looldng upon this

panorama of beaxity, and who are now bold enough to acknowledge

mcmorie-s covering the intervening years, will agree, I feel assured,

that few esrates of AVorcester's honored citizens and benefactors of

tliose d;;ys, were calculated to make more enduring appeal to the

ai-si; eth- s. nsfs, than t:;e finely ap]v,.;inted aci-es comjjrisiiig tlie

];om>.ste.id of our esfeem.'d <'iti;:en El ban Allen.

Ar, early invasion of tlie origin:il bounds of this extensive estate

was tlie gift of t^^o house h^ts, witli the houses later creeled Ihci-e-

npon, to his daughters when tiie.v became the wives respectively of

Sub'ivan F'U\-!:and and Ileiiry C. "Wadswoi'th. TJiese houses are

s'ill st;.nd:ng at tlu' origiiial lorati.-ns at ri^druont and Mam
."-^'j-ects. Tbe bride hoe.se 07i the co/jut was o'Aaud and occu^ued at a

j.-iter date by JIo:;. Charles B. Pratt, one-tinie mayor of the city,

'j r.c ai:j'''i;;.Tm- fi-.imiC liiius!'. w;is tbe borne for many years oi b]li

-T. V.'hi!-t^-;;!ore, a \^-eabhy manuf;i.;turcr and fiuam-ier. b<ut, alas,

tiie en-rusbing tid.o vi }!-in,,iU cnt-rprise aui] li'.ctic (-xpnusion has

o''br,.-IT; :,(•("; ilic InsT v-.-stige i^f llic .^uinptnous hcane-acrcs ;;Tid man-
sion oi -.v;.:ci: ''.V'irce~>ter s citi./.jns w.-rc so justly proud.

E •;:. ag;;'.n to the ibeu'C of tbic e"'e.n.big.

J Ir lo5^. yj.i I'bayer, rtre not^^d anti-siave^y ad>'-:!cale and nienir

ress irom this 'i:>*.j-ict {:ds(>. fouii'ler and leiibi
'-^y -,-? / ",

ler

' re:-! !i.s .rutc, ^^:i Main St. So.u.i' ',Tr)nt;-oi!:d ihe i'igats 'o man'a-
^=<crr^.re Ti";e B. J"*. -Josi.yn i.ev.iy n-^cntc-d jallrb Tins va ; I'r.'.-ardod ;is

^;(peri.i: i., b,;- jv.^ d "'S'larije • ifb-.'" vh; 'li ^,vas mi;c;i in •ogne, on

ts re.

r

• -1'

-0

'J -

"
. )n.

-• 1b.adiiii: 'and tae :an;,)lici'"y ni /07iSti-Ui>

sloj) .at So'uh Worci.-ste:', Jusc north ^nt':jjn
. 7

Can:iiri.'j\- St^. w is . ur.-ba.- d a;-l ti;e .lc<^yn bre.'chdn:i.Jin'; o-,n

^^u^^ ".iir; e' on: ju "';i>inri';cs. ju J-;'jO*hr \V.:r lJC];ar;;ao:.r order 'd

^ne :ao:'=- :..d of r-..^.' rbles. s;i;d to have bo'ii tfie bir-gest )vdy:v i:\,v

-•u-earrn-- !--.-r giv.-;i lo oi.e firm ni tiie '-ouutr^-. J-'or .-ome L'oas.ai t.il'

^v o R c r. ? r i: k. s r a k T r

entcrjuasc was abandoticd at a la.ier date, am'' 1 Xr.i^ buiKling

was used as a- soldiers' barr:icks. After the .. was kviowu as

"Adriatic IMills" where fabrics of some kind e :nade.

About this time, the records reveal, Na.than "'i'- .-hb\;rii of AVorces-

ter (not one of the Tchabod AVasbburn f;im:ly) v.-.is making nve tons

of rille-barrel iron ]>cv day foi- tlie T'nited States armory at Spring-

field, .Mass., and '^\as under contract to furnish 100,000 mu.'ikct

barrels.

Obvioush', these specializee] activities were inspired by m^ce-^^iti'-s

of tlie Civil War, giving definite direction to indu.str}- in gfiioral.

And so we find Osgood Bradley, probably tlie ontst:inding railway

car manufacturer of his day, wliose name is still with Tis, in this

Connection, turning out gun-carriages at his sho]) nea.r AVaslnr.gt'j-.i

S'juai'e on Grafton St.

Also, Wood & Idght, machine-tool worlcers at tlie " Jvir.ction,"

were supjdying S])riiigfield armory witli needed e'luinmT-nt.

Liu'ins AV. Bond, a prominent"machine-toobTnn.kcr nnd :n.v--'n'tor/-

Was i.niildi.'ig ligiit rifie I'annon of v.'iiicb be wa.s inventor. k:iO'"a

2as the "Ellsworth gun." This Avas a four-foot brcc<li-;aa.:;nig vL::e-

g^un, carrying a chilled conical ball weighing IJ^ onncos, v.--;-;c:i Tvas-

"""projected a distance of Ihrcc miie.s. The grcs5 weiglit oi gT.n t^-cs

4i)0 ])0U!n!>, the cost $35i.».

About isr.], Georg'j Cb-omptDn, wel'-know.n four, ler of the lo-ni

iudaistry b'-re, acba'-d to ins de\'^'loping br.:.in'-'^s trie m.n.Ui.-eturc ot

!run->tocks. wiiich "were sold to gnrnn-jkers or *:ie pin-:oi;. At tr.e

<-los(^ of tlie Civil War tins i^raaob )f 'iie bi.sine-s v as ::lvtn i;p.

An emjdoycp of Alba; i Wlr^'dee. Fraidc L'vp>-iatnl. \-i up c-ri bis

ii''Vn a.ccouiit. in .b->Gb, at No. IT IF^.-rinon St., a bus.rics.'- d--.ii;.ed :>

b/avc i's liiipress uyou Hie inibastry for aioiy y-.'-.-rs. AJ :.'st ':•;

manufactuied revolv-r^. Iti iSTG bo inv^at-d a -ingbj <b.-^ !^-e--b-

loadnig sp.M-tiiig g'-n knoAvii .-s 'Tl'" Cbampb'U.'' ib.- ;ir' -dn -ed

later a, sin_;lo-b.arjHj] ^^P'nting :iun caned ta^ "r. ^./'op-. ;a. d •.U".;.'

'.vbi'h J/lo^,•d io b'^ supc'-ior to r;bt;r g.n.->in Tcr^jral s- rv\ v "ua;:* v

..ii(] of gr. .'ter pr^:'- 'lii;^
J
MW-r. ba'er.^'id, ar s;;;nr ;• un i., "..o

L^ini bn^i'i'SS Ave- . U'-c. rded. iM ^ "^) v:m.:'.r r au'ge : en"- ^; .-r.

Co[>';bi:'d, by the .' :at;:^ttu:e of ;.. 'ia-.^dl ^e; -leai sr'-n..-";vn.^ :r -a

. one ^o •; ,V'-ijtv b( !. ow -r. ,. . .

.f,,!.winison y dV'^-

1871. At.utin B;

re riiga^C'i m: n--"

b:-dr-.nn-ora-ii^f'
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To Oliver P iNIortoii'

To Gov P iMoiion Sept 2 2d 1S61.

By Telegraph froin Washington 18O1

Have just ordered Gen Frcinont to send up guji Boat if he can

spare it A Liin'coln

^ Copy, In. The copy received by ?\Iorton is written on a Western Union Tele-

tyrap!) Company blank.

To Montgomery C. INIeigs^

September 23, 1861

The within recommendations of James II. McKay are excellent

and rnosi ample and proper and he shovdd be apjiointed if there

be any vacancy A. Lincoln

Sept 23. 1861

' AES, owned by Maiy I. C.iilv.ell, San Francisco, California. Lincoln's en-

dorsement is written on an envelope. The papers referred to are no longer -.\-ith

the endorsement. James H. McKay of Illinois was nomLnated to the Senate as

captain and assistant quartcm;aslcr of Volunteers, April 7, aijd confirmed April

14, 1863.

Eiidor.^ejiiciit:

* Release of Imprisoned Secessionists^

[c. Scpitejnber 24, 1861]

Were sent to Fort Lafait'ette bv the military autliorities of Ken-

tucky and it \You!d bo improi'.er for me lo intervene without ftir-

ther knowledge of the facts than 1 now ])ossess. A. Lincoln.

1 OR, II, II, 808. Lincoln's endorsement is on a commimication from George D.

Prentice, September 2.;, 1801, asi^inp release of e\-Governor Charles S. More-

head, Reuben T. Durrett. and M. ^V. Barr, arrested in Louisville, Kentucky. See

also Lincoln to Scwaul, October 4. infra.

jMemoraiKluni Al^out Gviiis'

If t^^enty g^ins

Executive Mansioti, Washington. Sep. 2.^.. 1861.

md a carr-irige and ajipoinlments to each, shall

be madi? ecpial, or supi'rior lo the Ells-aorlh gun i'^- carriaiie. cxlub-

ited some time since to Cajil. Ivingsbury." and more recently to

inc. the quality to be judged of b-,' Gajjt. KiuL^'^htu-}'; and shall be

delivered to the Covi-rnn-ient of the U.S. al this cil}-. witbiii '^'xiy

davs ftom tliis dale, I will adxisc that t'ley be paid for at tb.e price

of three hundred and fifty lioUars for cacli gun. with its' carnage

[ 534 ]

SEPTKIMBER 2 5^ 1 8 6 1

and appointments-and in addhion wtll advise that reasonablecnarges for transporlation fronr Worcester, in Massachusetts totnts c.ty, be patd. ^ym also advtse that forty cents per pound 1pa,d_for all good amunition, suitable for said guns .Jlnch s ah burnjshed ^.th satci guns, provided the amouttt does not excedTv.o hu,nared rounds (0 each gtuL a Lincoln
^ ADS. DLC-RTI EH Thayer, e.x-representatn-. from Massachusetts f.V,jSt)i), wrote Lincoln on Senternbe-- -1 ,Hr., c„„ ," :

'''^ •'^-tts ( ly^;.

creased efliciency of Union .oopf^-fh; S;^:;^^^:^!^:: :^^u:^X£r
• . .

Tne cannon to be drawn by the soldiers Tl
" '^""'^'^ Bngades.

Adjt. General, please ans\
Sep. 24, 18C1

1 AES, DLC-RTL. I.

Tj Lorenzo Thonias'

er this, or have it iiiswered.

A. LI-NCOL.N

numt the Nmeteenth Illinois, had".
. . one^undred ^Hf^ "

o' ^m Sb ad road accident about one hundred (loo) men sick. . .

'

Our unXm Ji.. sho^s -ri, ouL The men not paid for two U) months. 0^^^:!;::^::^
s, 1 wV^o

''•^;!""^'^""-/^-' /l^'Pt ^s ordered .0 Louisville. . . . 'vhich wav
E d ^G O' '^h.t to?'

""'".' --^-sement is an endorsement by Absalom

his C;iK>ral
'' ^'""' '^ ^'"' ''"' *° '^^'^'''" "•^' °'^^^- the orders of

To Simon Cameron'
The within rpconmtendalious of Mr. Mdbad are ample: and I
snail be grat.n>d if a place can be found for him

Sep. 25. 1861 , .
A. LiNCOL.N

Please see Mr. Millard A.L.

addles "Hon"w"of'\f''"a'r'''
"" ""'*'"' ^'" ^" '"^'^"^'^ -^-^' Lincoln

.
To Simon Cameron'

See. of War. [ilease seo Ajr. n.'-mv, of Mas<;.

' -^ A. LiNcor.N

bee-' n!;^; ^^^'^^f'°'''''
"o:^ i' ^vritten on a small card. Dennv may have..ec. Chiistophor C. Denny, cl.tlmn. manufacturer of Leicester, Massachusetts.

F>35]
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. Henry Hopkins . . . .

. F. iM Mapralh ....

. F. E. Jioyle

. John C. Smith . . . .

. Wni. Y. Bro\vn ....

^„ 1 8 6 1

Sepl.omher 25. 1861.

October 30, 18G1.

. October 30, 1861.

November 7, i8fii.

Noveml.)er 7, 1861.

rty-spvenlh Congress, Second Session, Senate Executive Document No 1

Ins form letter is printed as "Schedule A." immediately following the'
Mobsngo. See also Lincoln to Magrath, October 30, i8Gi, supra.

Endorser) lent on Bill

Rendered by Daniel B. Pond'

A. Ll.'N-COLN"
I advise that the above accoimt be paid.

Dec. 3. 1861

' f;°P,^'; DLC-RTL. Lincoln's endorsement is on a copy of the following bill
certified by Lmcoln's secretary William 0. Sloddarrl:

Dr.

$7000.00

1600.00

7S.S7

I ^oo

1 ->O.O0

$8811.87

'^"^'isliin{;lon, Nov. agth iS^i
The United States Government

To Daniel B. Pond
To Twenty Ellswortli Guns

Carriages and appointments
at .$350.-

Four thousand rounds of am-
munition at 40 c

Transportation from Worcesf^r
to New York
Tran?liipment

Transportation from New
York to ^VashinKton

To George B. McClellnn/

December 3. 18G1
Please read and consider this letter. A.L.

1 OR, I, VIL 469, 470. There are two identical endorsements of this date on
r^-o letters from Samuel P Carter to Horace ALaynard, November 2, and 2--

1861. Carter, as acting brigadier general of the East Tennessee Brigade atCamp Calvert near London, Kenluckv, requested P.epresonlative Mavnard ofEast I ennessee to get action in nKjvmg troops (his brigade in particular) tohe defen,se of East Tennessee and Kentucky. McClcllan forwarded the letters
to General Buell, December 3, t86., ordering him to "send . . . wiih the b^ast
possible delay, troops enough to protect these men. . . . You may fully relvon my full support in

. . . the liberation of Eastern Tennessee. : " '(Ibid
p. .(tjti.J

[54]
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I command in

er West, very
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undesircablc, had never occurred to nie. You constan^tly speak of

being placed in command of only 3000. Now Iclfme, is not this

nierc inif)aticnce? Have you not known all the while that you are

to cfrfnmand four or five times that mc^ny?

I liave been, and am sincerely your friend; and if, as such, I dare

to make a suggestion, I would say you are adopting the best pos-

sible way to ruin yourself. "Act well your part, there all the honor

lies." He who does something at the head of one Regiment, will

eclipse him who does nothing at the head of a hundred. Your friend

as ever, A. Lincoln
1 ALS, CSmH; Major General Hunter's endorsement on the envelope contain-

iiip Lincoln's letter is as follows: "The President in reply to my 'ugly letter.'

—

This letter was kept on his table for more than a month, and then sent by a pri-

vate,,convej'ance, with directions to hand it to me only when I was in a good

humor!!!!.
—

" Hunter's letter of December 23, 1861, is in part as follows: "I am
'very deeply mortified, humiliated, insulted and disgraced. ... I am sent here

[Fort Leavenworth] into banishment, with not three thousand effective men
under my command, while one of the Brigadiers, General Buell, is in command of

near one hundred thousand men in Kentucky. The only sin I have committed is

my carrying out your views in relation to the retrograde movement from Spring-

field. ... So it appears that I have been deprived of a command, suitable to my
rank, for presuming to answer . . . official questions put to me by the Secretary

of War . . . for in no other way was I connected with the Fremont
troubles. . .

." (DLC-RTL).

To William H. Seward^
•

. Sec. of State, please see, Mr. Gerard. A. Lincoln
Dec. 31. 1861

1 AIjS, IHi. George Gerard of Pennsylvania was nominated consul to Bruns-

wick, but on Fcbruaiy 20, 1862. Lincoln withdrew the previous nomination and
nominated him for the consulate at St. Helena, which appointment the Senate

confirmed on March 19, 1862.

To Joseph G. Totten^

Will Gen Totten, please see Mr Hitchcock A. Lincoln
..-^ Dec. 31, 1861.

1 Stan. V. Henkels Catalog 1372, March ig, 1925, No. 87. The bearer of Lin-

coln's note has not been identified.

To George D. Ramsay^

[1862?]

Col. Ramsey [sic], please see Mr. Hegon [Hecon?],* and show
him one of the little breech-loading cannons I got of Hon. Eli

Thayer.^ A Lincoln
1 ALS, CSmH-Eidridge Collection. = Unidentified.
^ See Lincoln's memorandum about guns, September 24, 1861, supra.
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Iirpoyfs ,i/' CdI. S. Cr[!tchji: :!, t'. N. Ann)/, Cli.irJ' of Artillnij. of (>pcrii(ii>:n^

,^q)tf7nhcr V)-VJ.

'. JJj;AUtjL'Ai;T]:i;s Ai:Tii.Li:i;v, .Siccund Coi:r.s,

.ly;/-// ]i;, is(j:-,.

Coi-OXKL; 1 h;ivo i lie iioiuir to Milnait" i!io iollow in-' report ot' the.

(il>ri\iti(,)ns of the aitil'.rry of this anny cor[i^ iii tho eaptuie of [laiix'r'.s

i\':-n- and hatthj of Sharjisluir.L;', in Soptoiafier, l.Siii':

Oa Saciiiday, Sopti-iabi-r i;'., tho. coiinuaiu! of Liinitcnaiit-CiLMi(>;al

.Taclcsou appeai'ji'i licfoie iiai pel's i'\-rry ou th.e southca'ii side, h;i\'iiiL;'

approached ittVoia l\iarti:isfiiiii;'. That day was spcsit in recoiiiiaissanccs.

(..'I! Smiday a caii]iiMia(h' '.v<(s opriied on t!ie eiiraiy from the flatteries

of Drip Gen. -John G. W'allccr, from the Lomhaiu 1 [e!L;hrs. and from those'

of jhijor-Cieiieral 3IeLa\vs. iVoia }-[aryhaid, ilei^lits. The enemy were
c^rron.Li'ly intrenehi'd on JSolivar iIeiL;iits ;ind Jnst ;ironiid [lie f(jrmer

h(in>e of tiie snpi/iintemh'nt of llu- a.rn;ory. At the hdter phic:,' his tire

v,as [)ietty well sihaieed h;te in the ihiy. 'J'ow ard the e!i)se of the aifer-

lioon ii ,L;i.*neral advanee v.a.s nnnU' on tiie phiee. Maj.den. A. P. Hill's

divisiori moved ah;n-- the west baidc of the Shenanda.iah
; that of 3I;:jor-

C'lencrai h'v.idl, eommandied by r>rii:a<!ier-General Lauton, v>a.s on rlie>

left of General iiiil's, while Jai'kson's division, eonnaanded by Golouel
Grigsby, apj.n-oachei.l on the road from riarjier's F(,'rry to Shepherdsttjwn.
Tiie i-arly approach of niqht prevented any serions engagement.
During the night, ten guri.s from the batteries of Catptains Deuienr,

Erown, fLieiitenantj Garber, and Latimer werii mo\-od up the Shenan-
doah, a;ul, crossing at ]velly"s Ford, moved down em the other sid.e until

op.posite thu lefc of tiie ene-niy's line of intreneliments. This pr,sitioi;.

alihough eommaiided i>i'rfeetly by Bolivar Heights, yet secured a Ur(; into

the rear of the enemy's works on his left, where he liad a work with an
embrasure battery ot foeir guns, but 0[)en in th(.' rear, and the hrst point
(h' his worlcs to l)e encountered by Maj. fbui. A. P. Jldl. This ^vork
gained, his otlier w (r.Tis were untenable. A road ha\'ing to be cut for

lhe>e ten guns jirevented t;;eir o[iening a.t daybreaic,as General Jaek'son
had ordered. The attack wa^s b,vgau by-;u baltery of eight guns in front
and ratlier to the right of tfiis A.^(MCr'fif^iTtditH)att(n'ies of Captains Pe-
gr.iU!, Mclnt<)sh. ! >a\ idison,nT4dTjraxtO!'i, of iNFa j. Gen. A. P. Hill's divis-

i<'>n. Jn. a siiort ti^ne llie guns of feifitiains Prown, [Lieuienant] Garber,
Patiiner, atul JJemi-nt, being iii position, their iiyc was directed against
this work from the rear. Ps battery uas nuiekiy silenced, tiie^ nuu! rua-
ning I'roni their guns, l)ut returning to them in a short time after the
guns directed on the work were L-rsnight to bear im the en<.'iny's iidantry
iifhis mtrenchnients. These jhi^ces weng therefore, again diiectedi (m
the- Work, and in sometliing less thaLii an hour its tire wa.s com[>ietely
silenced, at id our guns being a- a in turned on the enemy's in tan try, the>'

SDon b.euan to fail bad; from their intrenchi;;.;nts in great confusion, and
tin' wliite dag was raised ov^T their \vorks.

Tiie (;ai>tured gu!is being tunu'd o\'er ti,> the ciuarterm a ster tor rciuo val.
I_e an mad:e no ex.mt return of tiie uiuid)er. We iiad liom; disadiled. an_(_l.

o f eie:: sr^, ji.st ni.'ne .

i^i iv::chi!e'4- Shephi-rdstown kite w.-xX e\"e:nnL;'. I met lirjg. <jvn. ^y
>.. i'emlb'tia;. V. i!o uesired. jue toieturn to lla.rpe'r's Ferry anij__e ndca\'i'r

t" '-'"t to-.-tlii-r t)a! tmics of tiie eaptimxl .giiirs ;uh1 suj.T_LUlinMin;tioii^

as i couM ami .^'- "iTri ir to .•Shc|)Le.a-<i>to\vn 'oi'The'TiinTle^li'-ld ollJiiuii:;i----
'

^urg. as our m-d nance sup'plies we re gettui^-sl ejrt and ou r batteries in

fin ineiUcient conditnju tr(un Lmrd uiarciung aTtd lu-evimis tiiiPting. 1— —— ^ i := S-^
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thj-refore retarncil to Har[)er\s Ferrs-. A t'tcr inu'di diiii.-u;; y ]_
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i

t_h ejjimrtiuniasti-r m clmi-OL- (,)f th e ca^dured g-uns.and found he luid l~r
Im.-^y rcnjo\ ing them, a nd in so Uoing.Jjad ni!.>match(;d^ the caisse^ns. jb-i-
bris, and guns to su<:iran extent tiiat atTer vainly s^H^md ing half rj.,'. jp^.-

:n;_i_t. J, ga\'e u[> the task of getting togetinn- any batteric.s'fi-r,m amon--
them. Th(i l)atteries of Ga[itains J'.rown, Dement, and Lati:ner"h-id
lieenleft at I!ar[<eFs Ferry, as disabhid, on account of the comliiiou' of
their luuses. I therefore liad luH'ses turned over to tiieni. filled thciu
a[) with ammunition, exchanged, two of Captain Latioicr's l()-].oiind(Ti-
Parr(.)tts, whose veid-iiieces had burned out in the action of Iho day
befiu'ig \\)V two ;J-ineli rifles of the caj. tared guns, and .started the'i:> for
the battledield, going on ahead myself. I got there too late iu the eveu--
ing to be aljle to give any lepm-t of the battle. Pi it, lioweyer. wo lost
no guns. (.\i[>tain [Charlesj Thompson's (then Captain D'Arjuin*.s'j'l;at-
tery [Louisiana Guard Artillery] captuied one "pJ-pouiuler ParroW
w'hicli they i.nduglit olf. Iu recrossing the Potomac u forge beloniring
to Ca ptani Crenshaw's battery and a cai.sson belonging to Capf.iia Procir-
enbrough's were lost ou this side of the river from the slioer exhuustioi.
of the horses, both rolling down a clilf on the si(h:; of the road.

1 have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant
S. CiajTCilFIPLD.

'

Colonel amJ Qhlcf of Arfill:ry St\v)t'l Cor-,.-^.

Lieut. Col. C'. J. F\vrLicxj:r., ^
A.sfii-^tnut Adjutant- General.

jriCADCjL-Airj'EK.S AAl.LKV DlSXlilCT.
iScptenibtr 'JJ. is^L'.

Ci]-;xi:i:AL: I recei\-ed your order for a re[)ort of the batteries of tuks
army corps this morning, anal have the honor to subreit the tblhnving
statement of their e(.)nditiou :,

'^

]st. In i\Iaj. Gen. A. i'. Ifiirs division the condition of the artillerv
is so satisfactorily set forth in. Lieutenant Cliamberlayue's re^iorr laa'^
I submit it as it is.*

I'd. In the di\'ision commanded by lirig. Gen. J-. A. E arlv. three .if
lii£JjalLenes_a re in excellent order, having been rciitretTby liiysJelrirc
narj^ieijy^tui^^ to me in SJiepherd.srown" aT?-
6TITer7Tii ; itrcTCapTaiTTTJtilthis, wTTrijeput inirrst-rateT7nIaTriTT?n >v ih

e

securing of the two Xapoleon guns I sent them to y(ju for. Tw.? otlier.^.
those of Captains D'Aquin and Johnson, are disabled from hard serv-
ice. I have sent them to .Aiartinsburg to rca-uit their horses and rneii.
by rest, to have^tlieir liorses shod, vtc. it' they can get: a week or teu
days' ri'St then -30 horsos will put rlu.'m in u'ooil order.

;id. Iu Mai. Ge;i. 1). U. PiU's divisioiral! the artiUery is reported
unlit for duty, 'ih.is di\-isioa has not been associated witii us long
enough for me to form sindi an acquaintance with liis ollicors as ro en"
able me to put an entirely reliiible estimate upon the judc-menc of Sidd
otlicers. From the examination I gav(? to these batteries. [ deemed it
l)est to send them bade to ^lartinsburg to refresh men and liorses and
t<i shoe the lattiu'. A particular re{)Ort i sent youbv Major Piei son., his
chid' of artillery.

'
'

'
' "

-Pii. In ^lajor-GeUeral dack-son's own ilivisiou I subnnr the rej^or: of
_"\[a.ior Shumaker, chief of artillery. 1 Inve reduced his call feir lioVst-s
to likS from -Jd t. as 1 ];ij,.\\- h,n^ scarce they are. and vou will iiad it im-
possible to su[.iily fully ai! the demands m'ade on voii foi Ln e ; . :

.

Nor Cox'.vA.



9G4 OFEIIATIONS lx\ N. VA., W. VA., Ml)., AND PA. [CiAr. xxxi.

I do not consider a ferae necessary now for Ca[)taiii C-ai[)euler, us he

can use Captain roa-ue's. One is needed, liowever, by Captain l:anie

and one by Captain Cnt.dinw. I do not consider that Captain Casluc

neediS ;! for'^c, as h(- and Captain Cutshaw are attached to the same

Ini'VuIe. cTip'tain i;rnckenbron--!i can ^Yor^: the tliree g-nns he asks for

byTurnin-- in his liowitzi-r. aTuri wonkl bo yknl to see. liini -et Xaj)0-

k'ons. ! do not reqnest it', thou-h, if yon need them more eksewliere,

especially if otker battciies can inrnish the tenms. One of his gnns, a

iL'-poniuier Blakely, he reports disalded. Tie- stock was broken m tke

battle of Shar;isbnrg, and it was sent to AVinchester. If it can be rc-

[lairiHl rhere. or tln^'^'iiun pnt ou arLother carriage, 1 wonld be glad to get

it bade, and then, l)y giving Captain r>[rockenbronghj two Xajiolcons

and allowing him to'tnrn iiThis howitzer, he would have a capital bat-

ter\ of four uuns, two of them rilled,. This is one of our best eom]xinies.

(Jaotain c'litsliaw has two IL'-ponmhjr howitzers, while his caissons

are those of <J-poniider guns, ;.ind jieed alteration.

As to the reserve needed by rhis army cor[)S, 1 would wish to considt

Ceneral Jackson before reporting specifically, ami as he is now nt Gen-

eral J-L'e's he;id(|aarters and may be engaged there some, tinu', [ must

beg your indalgence for a short time before reporting, Vvliich i will do

so soon as 1 see him.

A'crv resi)ectfullv, your obedient ser\-ant,

S. CliUTCIIFlELD,
Colonel and Chirf of Artillery^ Valleij District.

Lrig. Gen. AViLLiA^t X. PK^'l)L)iTOX,

Connnundinfi Artillery.

lIikImoiuv.I

lIuQKs. OL' ARTiixr.uv, Jacksox's iHy., Valij-.v Dist.,

!<rj^jtcvihcr 2l.', I St)-'.

Col. S. CuUTC'UrjJCLD,
Chief of Artilla-y^ Valley JJislriet

:

Sir: In obetVience to your order of yesterda\-, I have tin.' honor to

report the con.dition of the batlerics of this division, their wants, S:r.,

as follows :
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I 2

Abs.Mit Waiituil.

I
*

1 ;ii|i.iir. r
..I 1

•—
( , r^ ' -o

1 !

2.-1

I ....

1
;

1-

niu.-;-;

Tot.-il.

1 i 1
I

1

1
i

1 :....

...! 1 I....

4 i 7

--V'\v^^
\
14 I

4
I

I'J

4
I

i-'.

fr>

A.

n

! =

..;>>.-

^V

JS'!^

I ".M' :::\A. - Tii:; l\k\i\ i. , .i . .. -^.j.,

1 iriek)se the reports of the communi'.: .
"ifn-ers of t li.' batteries,* from

which this is condensed, from which ;, Gli be able ;,> k'a;-n riie reasons
for tlie sepnr;;te repoits, losses, niismi^ > \e.

Verv re.^pectfuih'.

L. ^\. siirMAKi:!;.
Miijiir and ('iii'f-'i'ArtiHiry. -In' :..\ni>'.s !)i eLsinn,

Xii. I'CO.

UepDvl ef flriy. Ctn. InJia! .1. I.'arly. ('. S. .\r)ir.i. rnnniia ndii/n h'ii-ci''K

(lirisii))!^ oj' ojirratinn i Si'pfi'nihrr .';-'J7.

IlT.AIinl'AllTJ'KS 1 A', !:; . f.'s 1>IV1S10\.
liniiKiry ]l', ISG.'k

(JaI'TAIN; In neeordnui'i' with iusfructious from r'lc lie;ii[,jiK;ri,'>rs of
Ihe corps, ] sidomit ilie following ri/port of the op. rations ot this divi---

ion sini'c the movement from t lie nci.i^hlMjriiood of ( b)rd(iiis\-illi.'. north-
v,-ard,in ilie month of August la>f, until it n^u'hed IbinKan' i 1 ili, in

September:
This icport, however, is necessarily defective in regard to all tlie

other brigade.-, of tlie di\'i.-ion except my OAvn, as there were otiicr divis-

ion (nmmamhas until aftt.'r the commencement of the brittle of Sharps-
burg, on Septemlar 17— ^lajtn- (bmerrd Ewcil having commandi'd until

the nighl of August i'S, m hen In: was wounded in tlu^ action near Grove-
ton, and Jbigadiii'r (ieiicred Lawtiui Jiaving (,'omimind from tiiat time
until he was wonmh.-d a,t the battle, of Slmriislmrg. It is imiios.-;iM.' fo

snpjily the necessary iiif irmatioii in I'e^ard to the particular parts taken
by Jbawton's and Trimble's brigades in the several actions conimencing
with the affairs of Hazel l^.ivcr, on the 2i'd, and Ibistoe and .Manassas
dunctioM, on .\ugust 27, and ending wirh the* battle of Sliarpsbnrg,
except as ti") the i>art taki^n by Tiimble"s brigad.e at Shar[)sbnrg, as
Geneial Lawton,\vho commanded his brigad,e until Angust 2!), is absent
in Georgia, woumled, and Coloiud [al.] J'onglass. who commandedi the
brigaile bom Angust 2;) to Se[)teud.'er 17, was killed at Sliarpsbnrg on
that day, ami i b-ueral 'j'rimblo, wiio (.'ommanded Ids brigade until xVn.gust
2'.>, is absent", v/oiinded, and Caprain [W. Y.\ Erowu, of tlie Twelfth
(leor^ia be-inient. \\]\o snccet'ded,. jnm in the>. con.imand, \\"as killed al

O:, 1 1 ill, near Chant illy, on September 1. 'Jdiere is the same diliietdry in

regard to 1 lays" lirieaih' as to tiie part taken by it on A.n.nusr .'!o, ;it

i\!anass;is, and at 0\ iliil on Septenabfn' 1, as Colonel Str()nu\ who coiu-

maiahal on these oeeasious, w;is killed at vShai-psbui'g. 'J'lds report,

t lieretbre, will not contain ]i;iitiL'ular details of the o'piMati.ons of any
brig.ule liiit my own ia mo.-t i;f tiie actions in wliieh the division was
(Migaged durina 'In lime eo',-ered I >>' it. I

-* .* * » * * *

Oil the morning' of the .'M ["of Sejicembea'] liie (li\-ision, wirh the rest of
(lie troops^ \v;;.s moved to t h e li-i't", <;rossi p.g the Loud.oun and llampshiri'

baiiroad a! a. .elation abo\c \'ie!iii:i, and tlie'ii ]iassiiig thiongii l>]'am's-

\-iIle in the d ireei ion of l.eesburg. and em;am|)ed(ui acie'clc not fa:' from
Diaiiesville.

Fedi-ral. t \o reiunt. I Iron.

* X..t l-.iHMl.

t I'laiini: of 1 r)iiiit luTi- niiiUea i> iPiniii'ii •li.-s l,\u\. XII, r.irr !1, pp.-a-i-Tlu.
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Ripley's nephew, Ros-vvell Ripley, was in fact a Confederate _^en-

cral and was said to be "a red-hot and indefatigable Rebel." But so
was Lincoln's brother-indaw. Cameron's opinion of the charge mav
be guessed from the fact that he sent the letter to RipIcy himself
for disposal.

Fmally Sherwin tried to raise and command an artillery rei;iment
—to be equipped, of course, wkh the Cincinnati Brccchdoadma
Cannon. Unfortunately, Covcrnor Wdlliam Dennison of Ohio did
not admire the voluble lawyer. "Is it possible," he asked Cameron,
"that you have authorized W. G. Sherwm to organize a re-,mcnt
of artillery.^ If so, for God's sake withdraw the authority. Sucli

commission will make a farce of th.e public service." Dennison pre-
vailed. The career of the Cincinnati Breech-loading Cannon was not
yet over, nor wa. Lincoln's interest in it; but \V. G. Sherwin's name
appears no more in its history.

"A living steam engine," one of his fellow Congressmen once
called Eli Thayer of Worcester, ALissachusetts, "a man of eccentric
humor and of wonderful and ad'.anccd thought, mi.xed with, prac-
tical sense." At variou:. times Thayer was an inventor, an educator
and a politician; in the character of abolitioni.t he founded the
New England Emigrant Aid Society, which sent free-soilers and
Sharp>s rifles into Kansas during the middle fifties.

Having bought manufacturing rights to B. F. Joslyn's new
breech-loading rifle, the imaginacive Yankee applied the^same de-
sign to a little breech-Ioading heldpiecc and sent a dozen specimens
out to chastise the Kansas "border ruffians." In April iSoi, when
the conflict flared up agam. on a continental scale, Thayer sold two
of his little cannon to the Union Defense Committee of New York,
for tlie use of Elmer Ellsworth's Zouave :gimcnt. Thereafter he-

called his cannon the "Ell^Vv-orth Gun."
Tins curious liybrid, somewhere between a Brobdingnagian rifle

and a Lilliputian cannon, fell under Lincoln's interested scaitiny in
September iS6i. The gun Lincoln saw ^^•as four feet long, had a

tK-inJi bore and weighed abuut three hundred pounds wiiliout its

carriage. Like the ' ^slyn rifle, its breech mechanism consisted of a
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cone and expanding rings, held in place by a tapered steel key

vvhich passed through the shank of tiie breech, and v/as operated bv

a compound lever. A handle opened the breecii piece. The conical

chilled-iron ball, wound ivith tallow-soaked cord, ntted into a cup

at rhe end ot a brass cartridge: and the 3-ounce charge •v'.-as ignited

thr(,ugh perf(jrations near the other end. Instead of a limber, the

carnage had a drai; ro[~e attached for haulin>i bv mannower
Thayer made much ot the gun's maneu%-erability, chcanness and

rapidity of fire; and Lincoln at last consented to order tv.x-ntv £:i;ns

at .5350 each, suljject to the inspeccion of McCleilan's chief or-.!-

nance otfuer (who had now become Colonel Kingsbury). Yv'iien

tlie guns arrived late in No\-emiber, Kingsbury pronounced t;:cm

"in many respects superior" to the original mxodel, and thev were

dul\' paid for.

Lincoln took pride in his purch.ase. "Col. Ramsey," he v.-rote on
one occasion, "please bce Mr. Hegon, and shov>' hirn one of tiie

little breech-loading cannons I got of Lion. Eli Thayer." At iht ar-

senal where they were stored, however, the guns were regarded

with tolerant skepticism. "I never supposed the gun v/ould be in-

troduced into the service," Ramsay confessed later, "and I gave
little or no attenti(jn to it." As we shall see, Ramsav was rrdsrakcn.

Bctore the year was out, one otli.er sm.ail breech-Ioading

piece captured Lincoln's interest.

One day in No\ember i36i John H. Gage of Nasiiua,

liampshire, came into Lincoln's otrice and spread out chc nla-

a gun inv'cnted by George A. Rollins, the vounc proprietor

Nashua machine-tool factory. The gun was a breech-loadinc

fieidpiece, about four and a half feet loni::, and having a a

bore. Five ounces of powder, Gage told Lincoln, could sen-,

gun's 4-pounder bail as far as tv.o and a half miles. Moreover
Rollins gun was p'enoir.enally rapid in operation. One had
tired a hundred t: es in six minutes without overheacinir. Lir

was a busy man. But by now, after his examination of the Ci;

nati Cannon and the Elis-A-orth can, he was decidedly interest;

breech-Ioading cannon; and so he spent three quarters of an

nelJ-

Nev.-

ns of

oi a

iron

-inch

com

icin-
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Ripley presently found t nc. f ^ ,

_n-.onUne.v command ^, he Mo^'? r^""'"
'° -"'• G™cr,,l fv/..

i->n,s o.cu.rcd bctuccn Fren»„t a„ i?"""
'" "'^''"-' °'" t^'=-

Fremont to Ripley;

Our experiments here u-i>I. n r—
;-• Can you ,p,„,, Z *;„'-:"'"" --P-f-* ,.- :ue ..,,,>.«"h equipments & (.,„ ,upnl "f

"^ ™medK«ely sixteen
( 6)

R''plcy to Fremont:

y^-'ci:r,im
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^>emont to Ripley:

Tlicrc ujs, of course no'^ '-"- 0„Ke; R;2: ,?;"" " "- *^-fcl, received at the

^"e,madenone. After a fe'd
"""'==

^^'""'J "-- -J
"'"-re ,v;th il,c Clilef of Ort

'^'•^'ns tl,,,t he u'ould ret
'•' '-'-''"

'"n,:,e,f. On .,?;:"" 'f'™"'
'-''< -i'C n,,rtter tp

^™"'-^ ori.nn.d rec,uis,,o
, r '

''"'' "' ""'P'^V f^r 'Ge,
"'- rut R.nley ,„ Ve. ^ " '"'" ^nns/ "

r^'^''--Ci;:.c::,'-'-''^- -Redout of it

-^t tnc nil ]mf^- 1 cl

^-""""/-'<-™.iei„,,„,„o„t.d,ti,e
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197trouble he could lundle and a POO I < ,,

Ripln-. freehand. Apparen , h "ort
™°"'.''°'J«- Tl- Jave

nte to ask for I'rimonf r ]
'"" '"'"' '-'"^"'•''- f-^n'-

R'PIST therefore ;:™,edS:™:""^
''""' ''™'°"''^

'"I"-'-"-
Af-e than that, the fae tl r a„

' T'^'f "'^'""""' C--V,.

-- t-n the me nun ^'X f^^ ^"f""'™' °' "'•" l^""^
•-"^J ti.e fact that the latter i' ^^^ '" '^'"™"''^

"^^'rt,

Ottlce files, ,nsp,t t,e ^
"° '°"«^' '^ ''^' f-">J tn Ordn'anc

--atreport::e;t:;;;:f,z;hn,*^'""^'- ----

-

.inS*^:'::':^::;"' '™™' - >- "= -te„ Pa,h.

-oodseardandc::^;::t;;t----7.;a«o"..on,

^'-e,unsheha;™:;L:;;::,n;:rv:r^"""^^'^'-"-
at Harper's Fcrrv m S- , f i

^
'

'''" "'-'^ ^^onder. For

o^>.:ont^s:o ,:„;'::*:,,^7";--r^ -'-' ^ad bee„ par,

™^W .„,_,_,---- J;^;;-^P-cd„hat the...

The same Hamcr's Ft^rr,, - i ,

>'- .7 rcvoKan,',: ;'; ;;:™f *-«ff- Stonewall Jachscn
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'•'nd Her.hts „.hc
"""," " '""'-'•>-« guns.' to rMary-

Eil-.-ortt-to"l-, '-""""' ''^'"•*'^' --'-- F'o.;

'-es bsted the ^ tt^; ."f
^
"r'''"-™^

'"' "'^^ '^'-" ^'-^
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Somewhere in the service were two other Elljworth guns, bought

by General Butler in January. But they made no name for them-

selves. By 1S63 all the IZUsworth guns had vanished into limbo or

Dixie.

Fremont must have got his first lone coffee-mill gun from
J.

D.

jSIiUs, that merchant of deatli with the impenetrable initials—else

liow could tlie "cneral have known so much about Lincoln's ord-

nance transactions? At any race, Mills remained active in promot-

ing the coffee-mill guns.

After the mainspring broke in General Butler's coffee-mill gun.

Mills dropped Woodward and Cox as manuf.acturers. Instead, he

and his associates organized the American Arms Company of New-

York City, a joint-stock association of which Lewis Carr was presi-

dent, Mills secretary and Frederick Avery treasurer. By April 1S62

the company was well along on Lincoln's second order, the one for

fifty guns.

IvlcClellan had at last transferred the Army of the Potomac by

water to Fortress JMonroe, whence he was to make a lumbering"

drive up the Peninsula toward Richmond. Colonel Charles H. Van

Wyck's 56tli New York "Volunteers were on the point of sailing

for the Peninsula; and when "Van Wyck heard about the marvelous

new v.-eapons being turned out at 49S Broadway, he applied di-

rect to xA.very for one. The transaction was an irregular one. If Gen-

eral Ripley should happen to have the final say, the company would

be left to whistle for its money. But Van Wvck was a Congressman

and a freauenc visitor to the White House, and if the gun pleased

Van Wyck, the President would very likely hear about it. Avery

decided to take the chance and give Van 'Wyck his gun.

Meanwiiile, McClellan had unhappily discovered that the War-
v/ick River ran sciuarely athwart his line of march, instead Ol down
the Peninsula as shown on the maps. Being McClellan, he halted

his splendid army and settled down to a leisurely siege. The the-

atrics of ''Prince John" Magruder and a handful of defenders in

"^'orktown kept the Army of the Potomac fussily immiobile for a

TRIAL BY COMBAT ^99

month Van Wyck's regiment arrived with its cofiee-miU gun in

plenty of time to take its place on the left fiank of the siege Ime, m

the vieinit)' of Warwick Court House, whicli consisted ot a onc-

stor)' courthouse, a one-room jail and three houses.

The regiment was still there four days later on April 21, fretting

in the marshes, when a correspondent of the New York Evemr:^

Post toured its lines and came away to wricc the earliest knovvn

eyewitness account of a machine gun in action. "Ac this time, the

Prr,/ man reported, "a novel kind of weapon was brought into

service. It consists of a large-sized rifle witli a lioprer and machin-

ery at the breacli, which loads and fires by turning a crank one nun-

dred and sevent)' times in a few seconds. In fact, it is one continu-

ous discharue. The balls flew thick and fast, and the Yankee inven-

tion must have astonished the other side. There are some hair-

dozen of these guns in the division on trial, and if we may believe

our eyes while hatching the effect, they are entitled to consider-

ation."

The air grew heavy with the smell of spring in a wet ^counrr--.

and one d.iy early m xMav the army realized that the rebels ^nad

abandoned Yorkto^.n. Up and after them it rumbled, and \ .m

Wyck's reciment with it. But not the cofi'ee-mill gun. For some u.n-

known re:^on, that stayed behind, to be incorporated into the Fed-

eral defenses of Yorktown.

Oclicrs came to take' its place in tlie field, cwent^v- ot Lhem a 1:0-

acrb.cr by late May. Not all were from Li.-.coln's cwo orders. Gov-

ernor Andrew Curtin of Pennsvlvania, whose zeal for new weapons

approached Linccdn's. had already begun to supply the guns to t:ie

troops from his state. "I understand that every Pennsylvania regi-

ment in the service is to have chem," a private of the S3rd wrote

to his sister on June 10. "All che Pennsylvania regim.ents near here

have them." Of all the artiUerv on either side, he thought his regi-

ment's cotfee-mill ^>un "the greatest one yet. ... It is 2 curious

Yankee contnvan. It makes a noise like the dogs ot war ^let loose.

Don't you think one of those coffee mills would 'weed out" a secesn

regiment about as quickly as any tools they have?"
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cd them mueh oleasure, \v<Dukl liave been more crratifvim? had tjiev

not been roasted foe tliree lii:>urs by the hot sun."

Not lonL; after, Colonel Bcrdan returned the eall at the Vvhitc

House: he wanted his Sliarpshooters to be made a separate corps,

not a pool of shirmijh.ers to be dribbled here and there throu^qh.out

the Army, and he wanted cheni armed witit Spencer rifles. "I udll

send for the Secretary and have the matter settled today, that you

may get off at once," Lincoln said, "^"ou don't look well."

Stanton came bristling in under the impression that Berdan

wanted to make tnuible, and a storm}' scene ensued. W'fule Lincoln

listened uneasily, Scanton berated the colonel about the near m.utmy

of January, insinuating tliat Berdan was cooking up another sen,'-

ing of th.e same. Berdan left with nothing accomplished. He wrote

Lincoln in Novem.ber, again pleading for Spencers and again with-

out avail.

There were mysteries in the battle record of Lincoln's new weap-

ons during 1S62. Why were Short's incendiary shells not used.''

Why did Van W}-ck's regiment leave its cotfee-mill gun at York-

town.^ Just what was wrong v/ith Colonel Pratt's coffee-mill gun'

Were the Ellsworth guns captured at Harper's Ferry, and if not,

wha t became of them.-'

But there was no longer any mystery about the value ot breech-

loaders. Even old Army otFicers who rem^embcred the breecliloader

miihaps of twcnt}' }'ears before were v.avering in their allegiance to

General Ripley's views. "The opinion is becoming very general

among army officers," a speaker at Cooper Listitute that December

said, "that the power to load very <juickly is of the vay highest

value." History is often made when ''-e world accepts the obvious.

CHAPTER

Admiral Dahlgren

BV TML SUMMER OF 1S62 WASHINGTON

had ceased to be "the center of great operations," and Captain

rnm-
Dahlt^ren knew it. BafUcd ambition fixed his thin mouth in

mcr Tines. Only in Lincoln's feeling toward him did the captain

see a straw of hope. Early in June the President had written Stan-

ton: 'T need not tell you how much I would like to oblige Capt.

Dahlgren"; and through Lincoln's intercession, Dahlgren's bril-

liant young son Ulric had been made a captain of volunteers. Now,

in July, Dahlgren wrote Lincoln recalling his own pasr services

and pressing for the tour of sea duty in which he saw his only

chance at glory and promotion to admiral.

Secretary Gideon Welles had other plans. For Dahlgren to for-

sake ordnance work, Welles thought, would be "wrong to the

service, and a great wroni; to the country. He is not conscious

of it, but he has Dahlgren more than die service In view."

Back in January, when Lincoln Vv'as stirring up the Arm.y Ord-

nance Department, Lincoln h:id asked Dahlgren's views on the or-

ganization of the Navy Bureau of Ordnance. Dahlgren had told

Lincoln that instead of being a "purely administrative" ofiicer, the

and
chief "should himself participate in the various operations,"

should have an ass'" ^ant to handle office affairs. These were tacitly

understood as Da., .gren's conditions for accepting the post of

chief, with Harry Wise as his assistant. And now the President had

iuit sn-ned into law a bill em.bodying them. Dahlgren's reluctance
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Ben Butler asked Lincoln for one or two of the guns to use [mrre-
autely o^amst an enemy tronchj on the James River. Lmcoln
rephed firmly: 'The Ames guns I am under promise to nay or
rather to advise paying, a very high price for, provided they bear
the test, and they are not yet tested, though I hehcve in process ofbemg tested. I could not be justmed to p^y the extraordmary price
w.taout the testing. I shall be happy to let you have some of them
so ^^oonas I can •' Butler kept pressing for Ames guns, spurred on
by Pet Halsted, but before any were ready he had vanished forever
from the militar)' scene.

Late in October aMajor General Quince A. Gillmore, president
of the board, transmitted the report, a formidable sheaf uluch in-
cluded mmute data on every one of the seven hundred rounds firedGlancmg at the bulky documents, Lincoln exclaimed "I shouldwant a new lease of Hfe to read this through!'' He threw the reportdown on the table. "Why can't a committee of this kmd occasion-
ally e.vhibit a gram of common sense' If I send a man to buv a
^'°'^' °^ "^^' ^ ^-^r^^t ^^'- to tell me his >././/-not hou. m.my

t;'\
'-''''

Z' '?
'''' '''^-"^-^ ^' i-d Gillmore summoned toWashington without delay." When Gillmore arrived, he told the

Pres.dent that Ames's cannon were stronger and tougher than anv
of heir size, in or out of the service. They would be exceedm-d;
useful as long range guns; and they would not bur.t-as some'of
the heavy Parrc^ts had started to do. kilhng some men and de-morahzmg a^l their gun crews. After that Lincoln must have felt
that he had bought the right horse. So did Assistant Secretary Foxand even Captain XV ise, who in the Uce of the Parrott-,un disas-
ter, nna ly turned to th.e Ames guns a. the Navy's only l^pe

Lincoln s conditions had been met. nd by the end of ALiy xS^^.
thirteen Ames guns had been accepted, the oth.er two havm.. bur;'
.n proof because of imperfect ^^•e!ds at the breech FvcntuiiU-Ames was paid a little more than 5^:5,000. But the war had' "al-
ready eroded before any of the big guns could fire a shot ...i^.r
[lie (^onredcrates I itr- n-i tqa- m,- r-i c - ^ ,

.^ —
„

t^ '" '^'^^ ""-^ Clnet ot Ordnance cor:dcmned
tiie guns as unreliable. And nr-senMr M,^. n.-^liu pr.bcnLi) tiie Bessemer and open

2Sl

*r

hearth processes outmoded wrought-iron guns by mal-:In^ steel
cheap, dependable and easy to handle.

Did Horatio Ames make a good tiling out of the monev paid
him on Lincoln's ord-r? His ov.m testim.ony is sufticient ansv.x-r.

"If you," he wrote a fellow contractor in iS6S, "had worked seven
years with these puppies, and had lost 3300,000 and the use of
your works that could ha\-e made $300,000 m.ore, you would have
felt weak in the knees, too." By the tim,e he died in 1S71, Horatio
Ames had

nephew Oliver.

loit his ironworks and was livin'^ on the larr^ess or,-" !,;.-

Although Lincoln himself turned away from, them,, certain new
^^eapons for which he stood as godfather went on in dieir m.iiitarv
careers—some obsctirely, some bizarrely, some triumphantlv.
The war record of the Woodrurt guns, bought bv Lincoln for

the 6th Illinois Cavalry, fell short of tlie heroic. If anv of the little

cannon went along with the 6th Illinois on Grierson's fam.ous raid
in April 1S63, their performance v.-as evidently not vcorth rerort-
ing. The 4th lou-a Cavalry somehov.- acquired three Wcodru::
guns, and Private "Cy" Washburn took charge of them with ereat
pride. But Pri\-ate Washburn's little battery was "never knov!n to
hit anydung, and never served any useful purpose, exce-t in pro-
moting cheerfulness in the regiment." In Arkansas one dav a^de-
tachment of the 4th loua in search of provisions spied a partv of
rebels on the other side of an impassable creek and sent over a 'few
shots from a Woodruff -gun. The only Iowa casualty ^vis Private
Benon- Kellogg, who ^^as killed. His bod)-, lashed to' the cun.^wis
brought into camp and buried with honors. Confederate Casualties
in the encounter ^^ ere unknov.n; and when the 4th Iowa m^oved on
shortly afterward, Pru-ate Washburn was deprived of his cu.ns.
The only word of thena thereafter is an ordnance rerurn from the
Department of ti. Missouri, showing two on hand late in 1S64.
The hllsworth guns were gone, but not forgotten. Major Khnes-

bury, ex, led to the Great Plains by Ripley, told h.is command^.-
general, Alfred Sully, .ibout the little cannon: and Gener- '^::"'^
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asked the Ordnance Department for some early in i -'.o^^. He wrote:

From their description, I should judge [that] ... I could make

t^ood use of them in arming the block liouscs erected & about to

be erected in the Upper Missouri river, and as an armament to tlic

boats expected to be sent up the Missouri river t mm St. Louis next

But the Plains Indians were safe from th.c Honorable Eli

Thayer's "little breechdoading cannons," none of which could be

found at the Waslungton Arsenal.

Tiie Ells^\ortii guns have their place in history, nevertheless. Ex-

cept for a single 70-pounder W'hitworth, bought in England by

Mini-ster Adams in Afay 1S62, Lincoln's httle cannon were the only

brcechdoading artillery purchased by the Federal Government dur-

incr the Civil War.

As for explosive bullets or "musket shells," General Grant de-

nounced their alleged use by the rebels at Vicksburg as "barbarous,

because tliey produce increased suffering v/ithout any correspoild-

intr advantage to those usin" them," and the Scioitihc A/Jiencan

was of like mind. Both wtie still unaware, it seems, of Watson's

Yulctide order of iS('')2 for the Gardiner bullets, which were used

later both in Sherman's march through Georgia and in Grant's

Richmond campaign. Watson's order was the last by Union au-

thorities. Afrer the Civil War, European nations oucla\\cd such

bullets; and in 1S6S General Dyer, as Clhef of Ordnance, con-

demned them as "inexcusable among any people abuve the grade

of ignorant salvages."

The cotTee-mill guns died hard. In October 1S63 John LI.

Schenck, an associate of Edward ^NUgent, announced himself as

their new proprietor and complained that those ordered b)' Rose-

crans had not yet reached that officer's successor. General George H.

Thomas, "who highly approves of them." Although sixteen of die

machine guns remained on hand at the Washington Arsenal, tlie

Ordnance Office ignored Schenck's complaints, as well as his sug-

gestion that ^he guns be carried on horseback by cavalry and mount-
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ed infantry, ready for swift dismounting and use. Ten, however,

v/ere sent to General Butler in February 1S64 when he requested

tliem for use on boat service up and down the James River.

Lincoln's last recorded comment on the coffee-mill guns had to

do with the specimen given Colonel Van Wyck at the start oi the

Peninsula Camnaiijn. As Frederick Aver\- had feared, diat cun

was not paid for while Riplc)' headed the Ordnance Office. In

October 1S64 the dispute came before Lincoln who said, according

to Avery's representative, "that if it can be shov.n that die i^un has

been used in the service, it ouglit to be paid for; to the end that

innocent parties may .not suffer for doing what was realiv for the

good of the servdce." Avery furnished the required proof, and on

August 3, iS()5, the American Arms Company at last received pay-

ment of 5788.58. That, oddly enough, was the very day on which

thirteen cotfee-mdll guns fetched from $5 to i^S apiece in a sale of

old ordnance at Fortress Monroe.

Despite the Swamp Angel fiasco, incendiary warfare was not

quite dead. In January 1064, by way of a last fling, twenty incen-

diary slieils were thrown into Charleston, "causing a considerable

conflagratioa" according to one report. A month or so later, some

rebel guerrillas hrcd incendiary sh.ells into the steamer Enurui.

fifteen miles south ot Helena, Arkansas, but the ensuing blaze was

doused in good tim.c. And in July Ben Butler, th.at insatiable patron

of military novelties, enlivened the siege of Petersburg by having

incendiary mortar sh.eUs fired from a railroad fiatcar.

It was ButlcT to v.hom Pet HaNtcd turned when Lincoln lo->t in-

terest in inceiidiary shells. In October 1S64 Halsted introduced

Alfred Bernev to Butler and suii'-csted that "a small srrinklinL' of

Hell-fire will do the Imps on th.e other side a power of goodi just

about tins time." Butler was recepti-'.'e; and in No\-eniber Halited

arranged a iu:: :!able concentration oi generals—Grant, Meade,

Butler, Crawf Ti,., and Warren, among others—to see a demonstra-

tion of Bcrney's liquid near Dutcli Gap in Butler's com.mand.

(Butler invited Admiral Porter aho, but Mrs. Porter's burnt child
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"

must not understand I took n.y course on «^c.prooWtion because

ot- Kentucky. I took tlie same ground m a private lettu. to Utnu aL

Fr6mont bJfore I heard from Kentucky
General

You tliink I am inconsistent because Idul not al^o toibul uene u

Frlumi to sho(.t men under tlie proclamatuui. I understand that

letted because it is a subject I prefer not to discuss m the heaung

^'Thei^ha^Seu no thought of removing Oene..l Fremont^n any

around connected with his prochimation, and if tl\eie ha. been anj

wish for his removal on any ground, our mutual friend ^;\™- ^|^; ^t
can probably tell you wluit it was I hope no real neee..ity for it

exists on any ground. Your friend, as ever,
^^^ lj^-colk.

A^ September 2i, 1861.- Memorandum about Guns.

Washington, September 24, 1861.

Tf twenty o-uns and a earriau'e and appointments toeach, «hall be

xnade^ S1S1S3. to the Ellsworth gnu and carnage eKM)ied

Sr tSe since t^Captain Kingsbury,-^^^^"^J^
niTilitv to be iudo-ed of bv Captain Kuigsbuiv ,

and snau ut ^'ta^"'^

?o 5^WiiCut of the United States at ^1^^^ -^y wi^hm ^: ch.^

from this date, I will advise that they be V-^''y\?\^^ ^^'r^'J^l^l
three hundred'and hfcy dollars for each f^^^^^^^^'^jZ
Ea^;s;S;tS;f^om^^^^
paid. AVill also advise that forty cents per .^••?^"

[l^^,*^ ^^^^^
, ^^:^; [

rounds to each gun.
^_ Lincoln.

September 29, 1861.- Letter to CtOA^:rnor Morton.

Washington, D. C, September 29, 1861.

His Excellency, Governor 0. P. ^Iorton -.

_

Your letter by the hand of Mr. Pimnk was
''f^/^y';;^)^;^;,^^

\nite this lette/because I wish X^- obe leve <3 - U -^01^^" not
believe of you) that we are doing the ^^^ >,

»?^J; ^^^J'-
•;, i^-anse we

receive arms from us as fast as you need them '^^'^' '^

S^^ot near enough to meet ail the prcssmg
^^;^^^i;^^t^^^;'\^

obliged to share around what we hav..
^^"f"'^^

',';!,:
m-.'.

...

the points which appear to need
^^V'! •;;;:i-

^^^ „ 'j ^3;;, ..ul all

that our own supply will ])e ample ^-'t'
''^ ;!

-•
^

!
•

^ . ;,; ,,„ i,„li:u.-

others can have as many as you, need. I see an
.
u u

apolis newspaper denouncing me tor not answein,., >
-mi ttci
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limiH'diiifcly iiflcr my aiTiv;il ;it 1 hupciVs InTiy, in a coiivcr.sation

\v\lli (/()!< Ill I '1 Miles ;is to liis ]il:iii iiC dclciiNi v:> opfi'iitJoiiS, lie staled lliat

ins (ii(lr]-.s V cic Id lio'.d 1 i ;ii'[ici'',s I'tTiy tn ilic, lust extremity. I su;:,^-

-cstud tliat ?\!;ii> land i.Iei.ulits ajij-.i'iircd In l)c, tiic key lo tl)e position,

::iid oircred (lie only l'easil)lc Jiiir oC rctrciit should tliat become )ie(;e.s-

s;ii'y, as •\\"rl! ;is the amst delensilde posil ion sliould it bi'come necessary
III ei;neen! rate tlie entire toiiM.' ;it any one, iioint. and fliat it should be
(lelcialed at all ha/ai'd and Viith llie I'litire loree if necessary.

'I'd This view he assenli'd, and inl'orined me he had erected defenses
(in ihe sunuhit, the jioMtioii of our in\'al battery beinj;' about half-way
down the siiuthv.'eslern slope.

1 was refjuested byliim to assume the direetioii of afl'airs on thclcftof
the line, at i;()ii\-ar Heights. ,So soon as I hadlicard (d' the evacuation
• if .\larylaiid liei.uhts, 1 son^ilit Colonel Allies, as lieibie stated, and
pidposed retakin;::^ "'c ])osi;ion. I!e informeil me, however, that the
]iea\y ,mins had l>een si>iued and ihrown <lown the mountain, and that
tiie tour biass j!(dd pieces were sjiiiced. the' spokes eiit fi'om the wheels,
and. tlici'e{o;e, tliey eould imt b" renio\ed and were nt^terly useless.

Without the heavy nuns, v.liich would have- covei'cd the ert ssinj,', the
Iranster of the forces across the I'otomae Vt'as dcenied by him imprac-
liealile.

The considerations which })r(^mpted me to concur in the jud;;-mcnt of
Ihe council of war, when the surrender was decided upon, were as fol-

lows :

1st. The Io>s of ^Maryland Heights and their occupancy by the enemy
ill [\ t'oree greatly sujKMJor to our own entire force.

l.'(h The commaiidin,!:- ofiieers of tlic batteries com]iosed of our best
unns rejiorted their ammunition expended, except canister, &c., for

short raip^e.

.'!d. All h<i])e of re enforcement Imd <lepaited, the firing" during; the en-

jrauements of ?daj<ir Cieiieral iMcCIeilau's forces with the enemy having-,

(lay liy day, irceded northwesterly.
•Jth. The enemy in front, exclusive of his strengtli on Loudoun and

?.Iar\laiid Heights, was double our own, the preponderance of available
ariillcry being still greater.

olli. There a])])eared no good object to be attained by the sacrifice of
life v.'irhoat a. reasonable liojie of success.

(Jtli. The council of war was unanimous in tb.e opinion that further
resistance was useless.

I \vas verbally informeil by 31ajor ^IcTlvaine, (Jolonel Jliles' chief of
artilleiy, that the entire anidunt of artillery at the post was forty-six
pieces, t-xchi sive of seven sma.li .iruus, known ;;s I'vllsworth guns. ~

< >n ^^unday night, the evening liefore the surrender, I projiosed to send
to the front all the guns at Camji JliU (the interior work), and w^as

infornu'd there were neither horses nor harness to move them.
On fciunday afternoon 1 ordered the Twelfth Xew York Militia to the

leir trruit, to ])articii)ate in the engagement. It Avas ordered back by
<-'dldi)(d Miles, as 1 am iidormed, on the gfound that Cam]) Hill must bo
held by a part of our force. This position was protected on all sides
by onr outer lines.

Jicspectfully submitted.

jurjus wniTE,
Britjadier-Gcncral, U. S. Volunteers.

i
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New Weapons of War

When the first ironclad battleship,

The Merrimac, scattered destruction through-

out the supposedly impregnable Union fleet,

?error spread in New York and Washington

where an invasion was momentarily expected

from this new sea monster Fortunately,

however, President Lincoln had earlier ac-

cepted this proposition from John Ericsson,

inventor of The Monitor.

New York, August 29, 1861

To His Excellency, Abraham Lincoln,

President of The United States.

^' The writer, having introduced the present sys-

tem of naval propulsion and constructed the firs

c"w ship of war, now offers to construct a vessel

for The d^estruction of the rebel fleet at Norfolk

and for scouring the Southern nvers and inlets of

aU craft protected by rebel battenes Havmg

thus b iefl^y noticed the object of my addressmg

vou it will be proper for me most respectfully to

Itate hat in making this offer I seek no pr,va e

Tdv nfage or emolument of any kind. Fortunatdy

T have already upward of one thousand of my

caloric enginJs in successful operation, w.th
caioriL cug

Atfarhment to the Union
alfluence in prospect Attachment to t

alone impels me to offer my services at this teartui

cSs-my life if need be-in the great cause

wSch Providence has called you to defend. Please

Took carefully at the enclosed plans and you will

find that the'means I propose to employ are very

[J]



New Weapons of War

simple — so simple, indeed, that within ten weeks

after commencing the structure I would engage

to be ready to take up position under the rebel

guns at Norfolk, and so efficient too, I trust, that

within a few hours the stolen ships would be sunk
and the harbor purged of traitors. . . .

I cannot conclude without respectfully calling

your attention to the now well-established fact

that steel-clad vessels cannot be arrested in their

course by land batteries, and that hence our great

city is quite at the mercy of such intruders, and
may at any moment be laid in ruins, unless we
possess means which, in defiance of Armstrong
guns, can crush the sides of such dangerous visitors.

I am, sir, with profound respect, your obedient

servant,

J^. OrLncsson

It is not for me, sir, to remind you of the im-

mense moral effect that will result from your

discomfiting the rebels at Norfolk and showing

that batteries can no longer protect vessels robbed

from the nation, nor need I allude to the effect in

Europe if you demonstrate that you can effect-

ively keep hostile fleets away from our shores.

At the moment of putting this communication
under envelope it occurs to me finally that it is

unsafe to trust the plans to the mails. I therefore

respectfully suggest that you reflect on my propo-

sition. Should you decide to put the work in hand,

if my plan meets your own approbation, please

telegraph and within forty-eight hours the writer

will report himself at the White House.
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