
At Wikimedia Polska we are passionate about open knowledge. We believe 
that Wikipedia and its sister projects are a platform for diverse educational 
and community building activities: Wikigrants, Wikiradio, Wikiexpeditions, 
Wiki Loves Monuments, GLAM collaborations, conferences...  

Wikimedia Polska
Our projects, events and activities to support open knowledge 

Participants of the Wikimedia Polska 
conference in Gdańsk, 2015. The 2-day 

conference featured talks on every aspect 
of Wikimedia, from technical issues to 

outreach and community building. 
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A Wikiexpedition is a trip through a selected region of Poland in order to gather documentation 
concerning that region, especially photographs intended for Wikimedia Commons. The first 
Wikiexpedition took place in 2008. Since then, Wikimedia Polska has been supporting these expeditions 
every year. In 2014, a group of 4 people travelled for 10 days, visiting around 200 small towns and 
villages. They have uploaded over 2500 unique pictures to Wikimedia Commons. 

The Railway Wikiexpedition was expanded in comparison with previous years. This project is run in 
close cooperation with Polish State Railways, who supported it financially as well as organisationally. 
7 people participated in the project (including one wheelchair user), who uploaded 995 files to 
Wikimedia Commons. Many of these images could not have been taken otherwise, as the project 
participants received access to places normally not available to travelers.

The Polish edition of Wiki Loves Monuments was first organised in 2011, and resulted in 160000 images 
submitted to Wikimedia Commons. 2014 brought 45000 photographs from almost 600 uploaders. 
The Polish edition of the contest was organised with official support of the Polish Ministry of Culture and 
National Heritage. Photos from the contest travel all across Poland and are exhibited in libraries, cultural 
centres and universities, spreading the knowledge about open participatory projects  and the potential of 
Wikipedia and Wikimedia Commons as platforms for creativity and the sharing of knowledge. 

Starting in 2011, Wikimedia Polska has been supporting a mobile Picture of the Year exhibition 
featuring the best pictures awarded in the Wikimedia Commons Picture of the Year competition. The 
printed reproductions of winning pictures from the years 2006-2014 are presented in publicly accessible 
places across Poland in order to promote Wikimedia Commons, Wikimedia /Wikipedia, open culture and 
open licensing. 

In 2014, thanks to our volunteers, the exhibition was presented in 6 Polish cities: Dąbrowa Górnicza, 
Sędziejeowice, Gliwice, Zduńska Wola, Sieradz and Piotrków Trybunalski. Wikimedia Polska provides its 
patronage and covers the costs of printing, framing and transportation. We plan to continue the 
endeavour in the future on an ongoing basis. 
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The Polish Carols project has now run for two years. Its aim is to obtain quality examples of traditional 
Polish music, recording eleven Polish Christmas carols in a semi-traditional arrangement. Songs are 
performed by young artists, students of Music Academy in Warsaw, performing solo and in ensembles, 
with instrumental tracks prepared for these sessions. The recordings have been made by Studio Accantus 
from Warsaw. The recordings are released as high-quality *.ogg files - with and without vocals + 
background midi files and uploading these to Wikimedia Commons under a proper license. 

Similarly, the Artur Oppman fairly tales were recorded in Acantus Studio and apart from Commons 
upload, 400 CDs with the recordings were produced. 

Other recordings are being made for Wikiquote and Voice Intro Project; Borys Kozielski, a volunteer radio 
specialist maintains Wikiradio with weekly interviews with active community members. Wikiradio also 
contains recordings of all major conference talks in which Wikimedians participate. 

In the Wikmedia movement nothing really inspiring and creative can be done without the volunteers. 
Their ideas, time and energy are priceless. That is why Wikimedia Poland has created an award to say
"thank you" to great people that inspire and coordinate our projects (expeditions, workshops, editathons, 
photo contests etc.) and for the volunteer of the year. We invited four people from the outside of the 
Wikimedia movement - people representing cultural institutions NGO's and the media - to form a jury with 
a task to choose the projects and the volunteer that should be rewarded. The jury also gave us precious 
information about how people who are not Wikimedians see our projects and which they perceive as the 
most interesting and inspiring.

The ProWikimedia 2015 award was given in 4 categories: Free content ambassador - in recognition of a 
project which had major impact on promoting openness, knowledge of free licenses, and free culture
outside Wikimedia communities (or which resulted in resources that were of great use to projects, 
institutions and publications outside of the WIkimedia movement); Efficient content acquisition - in 
recognition of a project which exhibited a high ratio of acquired content quality and quantity in the
context of financial outlays; Innovation / pioneering character in acquiring free content - in recognition of 
a project which showed creativity, innovative approach and original viewpoint in acquiring free contents 
for the WIkimedia projects; and finally, the volunteer of the year. 




