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BL & Wikimedia e-volunteer projects
1: Jan 2011 British Library edit-a-thon

● 20 contributors, 4 staff, 2 days
● Coincided with Wikipedia 10th anniversary
● Live link with Hong Kong 
● 8 major articles created 

2: June 2011 English and Drama edit-a-thon, 1 day
● 22 contributors, 6 staff
● 30 articles created, 5 wikisource documents 

3: March 2011-current, Philatelic Collections
● 2 contributors, 2 staff
● 14 articles about the collections, proposal for catalogue

 
4: Nov-Dec 2011 Stonyhurst Gospel

● 3 contributors? 1 staff?
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"Nerd Out"
...
Stearns, in a hoodie, and a man named Tim Riley, in a bow tie, 
were working on the entry for "penny dreadful," which - 
according to, hell, Wikipedia - was a type of nineteenth-century 
British publication "that usually featured lurid serial stories." 
Riley, a generalist, recently retired as the librarian to the Crown 
Estate. "It's actually quite fun, writing articles on things about 
which you know nothing," he said. He continued, "I do prefer 
dead people, because they're much easier: (a) you can't libel 
them, and (b) there's usually an obituary in the Times you can 
pinch from."
... 
29 August 2011, New Yorker, v.87, no.25, p.24 
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Articles created at an Editathon
June 2011 (selection)

Mohan Rana
Esmail Khoi
Lady Eccles Oscar Wilde Collection
Friends of the National Libraries
Dexter Collection of Dickensiana
John Cowan - Lord Mayor in 1837
John Furber Dexter
Gondal (fictional world) 
s:Why Ask To Know The Date—The 
Clime? 
s:Song (Emily Brontë 5)
s:Aspin Castle 
s:On the Fall of Zalona 
s:Geraldine 
fr:Moniza Alvi
Fadhil Assultani
Barry Ono
Andrew Forrester
Ruth Traill

Roger Dodsworth (story)
Michael Marks Poetry Awards
Lydia Grigorieva 
Egerton Collection
Arundel Manuscripts
British Library Syriac Manuscript 
Collection
Zweig Music Collection
British Library Coptic Language Collection
British Library Ediciones Vigía Collection
Hannås Collection of Scandinavian Books
British Library Leyden Medical 
Dissertations Collection
The Ettridge Collection
John Jaffray (bookbinder)
Evanion Collection
Beudeker Collection
Henry Evans (Evanion)
Francis Place Collection
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Wikimedian in Residence projects 2011
● University of Bristol Outreach Ambassador, a 2011 10-

week summer placement to support Wikimedia partnerships 
across Bristol and explore Wikimedia projects and learning 
initiatives.

● ARKive, a global archive of films and photographs of the 
world's species. This was a Wikipedian in Residence project 
to improve information on endangered species using 
ARKive's fact-files.

● Museums Galleries Scotland, a 6 month Wikimedian 
coordinator across Scotland agreed to start from December 
2011.
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British Library Wikimedian in Residence

● Proposed as an initial stage of six months to establish a 
long term e-volunteer programme

● Coordination of events including multilingual and 
international virtual environment 

● e-volunteer support - networking events, identification and 
incentives, access, innovation

● Establish workflows to encourage Wikimedian ask-a-curator 
and request-an-image 

● Assess and report on issues with public reuse of British 
Library media for Wikimedia projects

● Support of four departments
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Joint objectives for 2012

■ Policy reform for access and copyright
■ Integrate an active e-volunteer network and 

a sustainable programme of engagement 
rather than separate externally driven 
events 

■ Advise on metadata standards and authority 
control for Wikimedia projects

■ Active image, audio and video uploads
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