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“The child shall have the 
right to freedom of 
expression; this right shall 
include freedom to seek, 
receive and impart 
information and ideas of all 
kinds, regardless of 
frontiers, either orally, in 
writing or in print, in the 
form of art, or through any 
other media of the child's 
choice.”

– Article 13 of the Convention 
on the Rights of the Child

WikiChallenge 
African Schools
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A writing competition

on the Vikidia encyclopedia, 

proposed by Fondation Orange & 

the Wiki in Africa association, 

dedicated to pupils 9-13

from the Digital Schools Network 

of the  Fondation Orange 

Poster réalisé par Florence Devouard et Isla Haddow-Flood. Juillet 2019. Publié sous licence CC BY SA 4.0
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:WikiChallenge_poster-A1_v4.pdf

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:WikiChallenge_poster-A1_v4.pdf
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A partnership to:

• support the teachers as they lead students to acquire new essential skills, in 
particular in digital litteracy,

• capacity building, resulting in increased and practical use of digital equipment, 
tools, and resources made available to the schools,

• build a true digital based culture collaboration amongst the youngest, and offer 
them the joy of creating together valuable texts , published online and accessible 
worldwide,

• increase the presence of african culture and daily life on the web. 

Goals of the writing contest



4

Body text
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Support

Projects

Organisers

And all country Fondations… 

Partners
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- Launch in 2014
- For 8-13 years old children
- Free educational content made available in a 

digital format
- Schools equipped with digital kit
- Training and support by facilitators and 

volunteer staff members of Orange

The digital kit is available in 1400 schools or 
associations in 16 countries  (MEA + France) and 
benefit over 500 000 children every year

Digital Schools Network and programme - Fondation Orange
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rebalance the type and 
diversity of information and 
perspectives that are 
available online about and 
from Africa, using Wikipedia 
and the Wikimedia projects 
as platforms for the 
dissemination of this 
information to multiple 
peoples residing on and off 
the continent. 

Wiki in Africa association
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https://fr.vikidia.org/wiki/Projet:WikiChallenge_Ecoles_d%27Afrique

Vikidia, the platform of the contest

https://fr.vikidia.org/wiki/Projet:WikiChallenge_Ecoles_d%27Afrique
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One to three articles per 
school. 

Recommandation : 3-5 
paragraphs, for an 
expected length of about 
500 to 1000 words

Expectations with regards to articles produced

Writing contest of encyclopedic-like article, under a free licence
with illustrations : photos, videos, maps, drawings…
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An offline editing environment that 

mimics the experience of editing 

Wikipedia (or Vikidia) to navigate 

context-specific challenges, and 

encourages a bridging experience and 

space for training, creation and 

collaboration.

Florence Devouard - cc by sa - Creative Commons Summit 2019

WikiFundi: Offline editing tool
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Key figures of 1st edition (2017-2018)

4

33

40

Schools

Countries
Tunisie
Guinée
Madagascar
Mali

Winning schools

Texts submitted 
by children

6
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Key figures of 2nd edition (2018-2019)

7

65

99
600+

11

Countries
Tunisie
Guinée
Madagascar
Mali
Sénégal
Cameroun
Niger

Texts submitted 
by children

Images and 
videos

Schools
Winning schools
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Key figures of 3rd edition (2019-2021)

9

100

138

860+

20

Countries
Tunisie
Guinée
Madagascar
Mali
Sénégal
Cameroun
Côte d’Ivoire
Burkina Faso
RdC

Texts submitted 
by children

Images and 
videos

Schools
Winning schools
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Key figures of 4th edition (2021-2022)

9

69

80

442

12

Countries
Tunisie
Guinée
Madagascar
Mali
Sénégal
Cameroun
Côte d’Ivoire
Burkina Faso
RdC

Texts submitted 
by children

Images and 
videos

Schools
Winning schools
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Country 2022-2023 2021-2022 2019-2021 2018-2019 2017-2018

Tunisie

Madagascar

Guinée

Mali

Cameroun

Sénégal

Côte d’Ivoire

Maroc

RDC

Burkina

Niger

Participating countries
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Calendar 2022-2023 - French Edition

Septembre Octobre Novembre décembre

2022 2023

Dépôt demande de financement

Contacts avec les établissements et 
pré-inscriptions des écoles

Lancement officiel 
du WikiChallenge

Collecte des contenus 
par les médiateurs et 

intégration dans Vikidia

Réunion du Jury 
et sélection des 

gagnants

• Formation et accompagnement des 
enseignants

Fermeture du 
WikiChallenge

janvier février mars avril mai

Proclamation des 
gagnants (interne)

Remise des prix aux 
établissements gagnants 

et participants

Formation des médiateurs 
numériques. Partage bonnes pratiques

Juin Juillet

Proclamation des 
résultats et des 

gagnants
(publique)

Contact avec les 
fondations locales

Communication: 
temps fort 

annonce des 
gagnants 2023

Communication: temps fort mise en valeur des résultats du 
concours 2021-2022



17

Calendar 2023-2024 - English Edition

September October November December

2023 2024

Contacts with 
schools and 

pre-registration

Official launch of 
WikiChallenge

Collection of 
content produced 
by facilitators and 

integration into 
Vikidia

Jury meeting and 
selection of 

winners

Training and support to teachers

Fermeture du 
WikiChallenge

January February March April May

Winners 
announcement

Winning ceremonies

Training of facilitators.
Sharing good practices

June

Contact with local 
foundations

AugustJulyJuneMayAprilMarch
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Prizes structure 

- one winning school per country

(2500 euros per country)

- international winners

(5000 euros per international prize)

Prize should be used to directly benefit
the children : school material,
school improvements etc.
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Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/ConcourswikiChallengeEcolesdAfrique/

Contest website : https://fr.vikidia.org/wiki/Projet:WikiChallenge_Ecoles_d%27Afrique

Photos : https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:WikiChallenge_African_Schools

Contest links

WikiFundi : www.wikifundi.org

Community : Wikimedians of offline wikis

Poster : https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/40/WikiChallenge_poster-A1_v4.pdf

Playlist on youtube : https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLvyE0yEt-BKiGmQ1SQI7VNukIE7_auXQm

https://www.facebook.com/ConcourswikiChallengeEcolesdAfrique/
https://fr.vikidia.org/wiki/Projet:WikiChallenge_Ecoles_d%27Afrique
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:WikiChallenge_African_Schools
http://www.wikifundi.org
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedians_for_offline_wikis
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/40/WikiChallenge_poster-A1_v4.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLvyE0yEt-BKiGmQ1SQI7VNukIE7_auXQm

