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JULY -DECEMBER SEED EXPORTS TOTAL $128.7 MILLION

SUMMARY

July-December exports of U.S. seeds for planting totaled $128.7 million, 16 percent
above a year earlier. December snipments totaled $40.2 million, an increase of 2

percent over December 1981.

Forage seeds moved well for the six-month period, totaling $31.9 million, an

increase of 11 percent over last year. Heavy shipments to Italy, Germany, the
United Kingdom, and France boosted U.S. exports to the European Community to $9.1
million, 90 percent above a year ago. Shipments have also moved well to South
Africa and Saudi Arabia but substantial declines were experienced in forage seed
shipments to Mexico and Australia. Alfalfa seed exports totaled $6.7 million, down
32 percent for the July-December period. Kentucky bluegrass moved well, totaling
$3.3 million, up 40 percent over a year earlier. The EC Kentucky bluegrass market
was especially active, totaling $1.2 million, an increase of 294 percent over
July-December 1981. Movement of clover and fescue seeds was also active, totaling
$3.5 million each, up 87 percent and 28 percent respectively for the six-month
period. Ryegrass seed exports totaled $4.2 million, an increase of 22 percent over
a year earl ier.

Vegetable seed exports totaled $54.4 million, a 21 percent increase over last year
and made up 42 percent of total U.S. seed exports. Shipments to the EC have been
active, totaling $17.9 million, 24 percent above a year earlier. U.S. vegetable
seed exports to Japan, the largest market, totaled $8.9 million, an increase of 53

percent, for the 6 month period. The Mexican market has slowed this year with U.S.
exports down 10 percent to $5.8 million for the six months ending December 31,

1982. Pea, bean and sweet corn exports have moved well totaling $6.2 million, $5.4
million and $4.6 million, respectively, for the period. Onion seed has also moved
well totaling $4.2 million, 29 percent above last year. U.S. vegetable seed

shipments during December 1982 totaled $15.2 million, 11 percent above a year
earlier. Principal vegetable seeds exported during December were peas, sweet corn
and beans valued at $2.5 million, $2.5 million and $2.2 million, respectively.
Principal markets for vegetable seeds were the EC and Japan with values of $6.7
million and $2.4 million, respectively.

Corn seed exports continued above a year ago for the July-December 1982 period,

totaling $17.9 million, an increase of 7 percent. However, exports for December
declined 10 percent from 1981, totaling $9.9 million. Italy, Japan and France have
been the largest markets, receiving $6.2 million, $4.5 million and $3.3 million
respectively for the six-month period. Shipments of grain sorghum seed totaled

$6.7 million for July-December 1982, 1 percent below a year earlier. Major markets
were Mexico and Japan which received $2 million and $1.2 million, respectively.
Soybean seed shipments started slowly this year, totaling $.8 million for
July-December 1982. Sugar beet seed exports moved well during the six-month

period, totaling $2.3 million, up 182 percent over a year earlier. Sweden has

received a large portion of the shipments, $1.5 million, or 65 percent of total

sugar beet seed exports.

Almost half, $63.6 million, of U.S. exports of seeds for planting during
July-December 1982 were shipped to the top five markets, Japan, Italy, Mexico, the

Netherlands, and France. Japan was the largest market, $20.2 million, an increase

of 54 percent over a year earlier and 16 percent of total U.S. exports. Shipments

co Japan included $4.0 million forage seeds, $8.9 million vegetable seeds, $4.5

million corn seed and $1.2 million grain sorghum seed.
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Italy was the second largest market for U.S. seeds with $12.5 million, up 53

percent over last year. Corn was the highest value category, totaling $6.2

million, almost half of seed exports to Italy. U.S. exports to Mexico, the third

largest market for U.S. seeds, totaled $12.3 million, a 32 percent decrease from

the same six-month period last year. Vegetable seeds made up $5.8 million or 47

percent of U.S. exports to Mexico. Grain sorghum seed exports to Mexico were good

during the six-month period, totaling $2.0 million, 23 percent over last year.

Snipments to the Netherlands and France have also been active. They totaled $10.5

million, a 37 percent increase, to the Netherlands and $8.2 million, a 32 percent

increase to France for July-December 1982.

TRADE ALERT

Engl and : Certified wheat seed, variety Yecora Rojo or similar high yielding winter
variety, wanted for shipment to Saudi Arabia. Quotation requested for 3000 metric
tons delivered Damam, Saudi Arabia in August, 1983. Seed should be bagged,

palleted, and treated. Bank reference: Lloyds Bank Ltd., 23-25 Elm Grove,
Mengham, Hayling Island, Hamps. Offers should be submitted to Edward Albazi,
Knightsbridge Securities Ltd., 341 Oxford Street, London, WIR 1HB, England.
Phone: 01 499 2771. Telex: 896117 AGAT.

Italy : Importer wishes to purchase flower, vegetable, forage, and grass seeds.
Quantity, specifications, packaging, and delivery date to be determined.
Quotations should be CIF Italy with letter of credit payment terms. Bank
reference: Credito Italiano, 42100 Reggio Emilia. Exporters should contact
Valeriano Masini, Masinisementi & C., S.N.C., Via G. D'Arezzo 2, 42100 Reggio
Emilia, Italy. Telephone: 0522/20677. Telex: 531438 MASEST.

.Japan : Importer requests offer of seed of "Aokubi-Daikon" long radish (the upper
portion of the root is green). A sample is requested with a C&F quotation for air
shipment in appropriate packaging. Immediate delivery is desired. Three metric
tons per year are needed. Bank referece: Dai-Ichi Kangyo Bank, Takatsuki Branch.
Contact: Torasaburo Tsuruta, President, Tsuruta Shubyo K.K., Ohmiyama,
Kawakami-Mura, Mi nami-Saku-Gun, Nagano-Ken, Japan. Telephone: (02679) 7-3211.

West Germany : Importer requests CIF or FOB quotations on agricultural, vegetable,
and flower seeds. Packaging should be in 25 kilogram paper or jute bags for
November/ January delivery. Bank reference: Dresdner Bank Ag., Rathenaustr, 3000
Hannover 1. Contact: Rudolf Vogel, Carl Wilh. Garvens GMBH, Eichel Kampstr. 35,
3000 Hannover 1, W. Germany. Telephone: 511-861066. Telex: 922637
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