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Getting Started with 
WikiProject Writing   

  January 21, 2021

Agenda  

1. Welcome & 
Introductions

2. Workshop
3. WikiProject Writing 

Tutorial 



Established in 2019, the CCCC Wikipedia 
Initiative proceeds from the conviction that it 
matters to edit Wikipedia, especially for field 
experts committed to knowledge equity as a 
fundamental groundwork for social justice. 

Writing expert knowledge into Wikipedia is 
one important way we can address knowledge 
gaps, imbalances, and misinformation online.

CCCCWI Mission



Field experts have important access to knowledge 
and beliefs about topics and figures often 

undocumented on Wikipedia. 

1. Unique community engagement.  
2. Publicizing knowledge often kept behind 

paywalls. 
3. Greater understanding of content gaps and 

how to fix them. 

Improving Knowledge Equity 
with Expert Editors



Today we will discuss… 

1. What is a WikiProject? 
2. How do I find WikiProjects?    
3. What makes up a WikiProject?  
4. What is WikiProject Writing?  
5. Organizing our efforts  
6. Collaborating with participants  
7. WikiProject Writing tutorial

With a goal of… 
1. Getting you comfortable navigating & 

contributing to WikiProject Writing.  



What is a WikiProject? 
1. A group of editors focused on improving 

articles around a specific topic or field of 
interest. 

2. A central place for coordination, discussion, 
and organization of the group’s activities. 

3. Looks similar to a Wikipedia article, but 
functions more as a portal. 

4. Active participation is key to a successful 
WikiProject. 

WP:PROJECT 



How do I find WikiProjects?                        
1. WikiProjects exist within the ‘Wikipedia’ 

space rather than the ‘Article’ space. When 

searching for a WikiProject use Wikipedia 

before the project name in the search bar: 

a. i.e. Wikipedia:WikiProject Writing  

2. If the project does not exist, it will show up 

as a redlink when you type the name in.   

WP:WRITING



How do I find WikiProjects? 
1. The WikiProject Council houses a searchable 

list of WikiProjects: 

WP:PROJGUIDE



For example...

WP:WRITING



What makes up a WikiProject?   
1. No WikiProject is the same, they often vary 

depending on the scope, goals, and preferred 

organization of the group.    

2. However, most WikiProjects have sections for 

open tasks, lists of articles in need of edits or 

creation, and an assessment criteria for content 

and importance. 



WikiProject Writing is a group of 

editors focused on developing 

content related to the fields of 

rhetoric, composition, technical 

communication, literacy, and 

language studies.  

What is WikiProject Writing?

WP:WRITING



What is WikiProject Writing? 

WP:WRITING

Main pages . . . 

     

● Project page 

● Discussion (talk) 

● Participants  

● Resources

● Events 

● Open tasks 

● Templates  

● Assessment 

● Popular pages



Add yourself to our list
Add yourself as a participant to WikiProject 

Writing & share some of your interests

WP:WRITING



Join our event page (1)
1. Search WP:CCCCWI-COLLABORATE on Wikipedia 

to find the event.  
2. Sign in to the event page to add yourself to the 

participants list. 

WP:CCCCWI-COLLABORATE



Join our event page (2) 
1. Do not type anything. 
2. Scroll down to the bottom of the page and click 

‘Publish.’  

WP:CCCCWI-COLLABORATE



Organizing our 
efforts



Exploring organizing tabs  
1. Open tasks 

a. Tagging & assessing articles 
i. Rater 

ii. Wikitext 
b. Vital articles in need of edits 
c. General articles in need of edits 
d. Articles for creation  
e. Hyperlinks & redlinks 
f. Watching articles 

g. Adding wikidata statements 
2. Review & assessment  



Open tasks  

WP:WRITING



Tagging & assessing articles

WP:WRITETAG

1. An easy way to expand the reach of 
the project. 

2. Adds more articles to the article 
tracking list. 



Tagging & assessing articles

WP:WRITETAG

Rater...

 



Tagging & assessing articles

WP:WRITETAG

Wikitext...
1. Select ‘Edit source’ and place the 

WikiProject Writing tag beneath other 
WikiProject tags.   

2. {{WikiProject Writing |class=??? 
|importance=???}}

 



Tagging & assessing articles

WP:WRITETAG

How to install Rater. . . 

1. Copy this code: 
importScript('User:Evad37/rater.js'); // 
[[User:Evad37/rater]] 

2. Paste onto this link Special:MyPage/common.js. 
You will have to either ‘Create’ or ‘Edit’ source on 
the top right. 

3. Publish your changes. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:MyPage/common.js


Tagging & assessing articles

WP:WRITETAG

How to install Rater. . . 



Tagging & assessing articles

WP:WRITETAG

How to install Rater. . . 

1. To check and see if Rater has been installed 
properly, head to the ‘talk’ page of any article. 

2. Go to ‘More’ on the top right and you should see 
an option for ‘Rater’ under the dropdown menu. 



Vital articles in need of edits

A list of articles at the 
core of writing studies 
that need significant 

work



General articles in need of edits

WP:WRITELIST

A crowdsourced list of 
articles in need of 

improvement 



Articles for creation

WP:WRITEAfC

A crowdsourced list of 
articles in need of 

creation



Article list clean up

Cleaning up article 
lists allows us to 

continue improving 
articles towards 

knowledge equity 
goals



Hyperlinks & redlinks

Adding hyperlinks and 
redlinks are a great 

way to find new 
articles for creation & 
to link pages across 

articles. 



Watching articles

Watching articles 
allows you to serve a 
peer review function 
by offering feedback 

on recent edits. 



Adding wikidata statements

Wikidata can 
showcase content 

gaps across language 
Wikipedias



Review & assessment

WP:WTASSESS

Quality and 
importance scores 

are generated 
after articles are 

added to the 
WikiProject.  



Collaborating with 
participants



Collaboration tools & practices

1. Discussion (talk page)  

2. Events  

3. Leaving article 

‘breadcrumbs’ 

4. Patrolling recent changes 

  



Discussion (talk page)
1. A central hub for all communications 

with other members. 
2. A great place to enlist help from other 

participants on an article or an issue 
you may be having. 



Events
These house our monthly spotlights,  
focused on addressing content gaps 

related to writing studies’ fields



Leaving article ‘breadcrumbs’
Add a little note about how to improve the 
article next to it to facilitate a chain of edits



Patrolling recent changes
1. Shows articles tagged with the WikiProject 

Writing banner with the recent edits 
completed on them.  

2. Look for ‘how to help’ on the main page. 



WikiProject Writing 
Tutorial

Wugapodes, CC BY-SA 4.0



Questions?  

CC BY-SA 3.0



Thank you! 
Consider joining us for office hours to 
discuss these and other topics more 

in-depth. 

https://calendly.com/savannahcragin/ccccwi-one-on-one-o

ffice-hours   

https://calendly.com/savannahcragin/ccccwi-one-on-one-office-hours
https://calendly.com/savannahcragin/ccccwi-one-on-one-office-hours

