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REPORT OF. THE

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

FOR THE YEAR 1910.

*_**.
In the Reports presented both last year and the year .
before your Committee referred to the revolution that had
taken place in the affairs of Turkey in terms of consider-

able confidence, and in view of the obvious d:ﬂil:ult;e ':wll‘h
which the new administration was confrant&d
pealed for a patient and generous criticism of the effort
that they believed were being made by the Y@un"' Turk
fo establish a régime which would command respect a
confidence abroad, as well as secure peace
at home. In the light of events which havt
the latter Report was drafted it mﬁ?

diate c-satablishment of' c&n .
they expect that the ne

recognised that 1
revolution of 1909



Vb its maintenance, and that until law and order, and
far]aw and order, had been firmly established, the
ratio of the new government must necessarily be
e They cherished no illusions as to any rapid dis-
earance of the ingrained habits of centuries before a
it of modern constitutionalism, though they fully hoped
 the subversion of the old brutal and corrupt Hamidian

despotzsm would be followed at no long interval of time

by a complete abandonment of the grosser forms of oppres-
sion and cruelty which had made the Government of the
Porte at once a disgrace and a danger to Europe. Above
all, they believed that the Young Turks—several of whom
they knew to be inspired with genuinely liberal opinions—
ought to have an ample chance of showing whether they
were capable of governing, and whether they would be able
to carry out the reforms which they had promised to make
in the administration of affairs. They knew that among
the leaders of the revolution were educated men who,
during their long domicile in Western Europe, had not only
imbibed the spirit of constitutionalism, but had become
sensitive to foreign criticism, and realised the never-absent
danger of foreign intervention if public opinion in Eng-
land, France and Russia should be outraged by a repetition
of former cruelties. They also took into account the con-

sequences of the only alternative policy, that of discredit-
_ ing the new Government—which would have meant war—

war, primarily, between Turkey and Bulgaria, but involy-

1 to agree as to the disposition of the severed terri-

B : -

s not unlikely that they would be robbed of
M'W by the refusal of the Powers to

acquiesce in it. On the other hand, there
bility of a Turkish victory, which would haye
still more martial Turkish Government, with a
hold on European Turkey. Al

&y N

While still holding the views expressed in
Reports, your Committee have no wish to mir
condone the barbarities which have attended the p
disarmament in several provinces of the Tur
and they regard with apprehension the Chauvini
which has of late seemed to dominate the gov
Constantinople. The chief blame for this recrudescenc
violence lies, in their opinion, not on the shoulders o
Committee of Union and Progress, but on the mil

ment the policy of disarmament as the only me
putting down the “ Bands,” which on thei
people to give up their arms on pain of de
tion of some of the Band leaders led t
murder of innocent Turks, and the metho
suppressing the Bands, and crushing the re
paganda amongst the villages and sme
borne such a sinister resemblance to the
under Abdul Hamid, that it
the unfortunate people complain
whit the better for the ¢
lowed the revolution.

With the vi
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arly in 1910, and (2) in the disarmament
oroceedings under the ™ Bands Law,” with the
reprisals during the summer and autumn of 1910;
there had undoubtedly been a militarist, reaction, and
 there existed a deep distrust between Turks and
. On the other hand, they saw that while the
~volution had not done away with this ill-feeling, it had
: '__.ﬁ vgxy remarkable drawing together of the different
 sections of the Christian community, and they thought
ﬁia.t perhaps the most creditable action of the Young
. Turks was that they had not tried to keep open the old
~ sore caused by the hatred between the different sections
* of the Christians, as had Abdul Hamid, whose policy
it was to stimulate divisions among his subjects and to
govern them by dividing them. Again, though the army
was by no means fully reformed, the work of reorganising
it showed at least energy and wisdom. But the most hopeful
feature was that the Parliament actually existed as a Par-
liament, and served as a safety-valve for the expression of
¢ grievances. Observers found signs of more friendly rela-
B A ﬂbﬁﬁ between Armenians and Turks, and it was encoura g-
5 ing to find a newspaper existing in Armenia, conducted
~ by an eminent Armenian, which freely criticised the
= f-"!’uﬂmh Government. There was, too, a movement for
g education among all sections of the population,
‘urkish Government had taken the remarkable
°p of sending some selected pupxl-a. both boys and girls,
rican colleges, and had in other ways made
itt_}prwc education, To this educational move-
| mae attach so much importance that they
t a first contribution of £50 to the Ameri-
its promotion, and a special fund for

ry for the education of guh.'

11

without distinction of race or religiign;'}ji
Miss Isabel Fry. Nl

Your Committee cannot conclude this R, Srt 51 '
by quotmg the views S0 admlrably ex— o

optimists ; not whether it is a truly consti
vernment ; not even whether it is the be
circumstances of the Ottoman Empire'

prefer it. The question is whether it is -pr-
alternative which 1s, at the present time,

criticism 1s desired by the best elemen
even in Government circles, and
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than in other foreign States. While criticising, we
chould at the same time support and help the Young
' Turks in their efforts towards Progress, and not fail to
give them full credit for the advance they have already
made. This attitude of respect, tempered with vigilance,
;s not a simple and easy one to take up, and our Foreign
Office does not seem to have succeeded in assuming it.
But we are faced with a more complicated and difficult

t situation than in the old days, and to that situation our

policy must adapt itself.”

ORGANISATION AND FI NANCE.

From the statements made in this Report it is hoped
that members of the Balkan Committee will recognise the
! vital need of closely watching events in Turkey, and of
showing to the party of reform in that country, as occasions
arise, the views held by interested British observers of the
policy and action adopted by them. It is of great import-
ance, too, that the subject races should feel that there
are those in this country who anxiously look for the
amelioration of their conditions of life, and for the estab-
lishment amongst them of the rights and liberties to which
the subjects of every constitutionally-governed people are
entitled.

This is the work for the performance of which the

i! Balkan'Committee was founded, and to this work your
t Exe?utwe has devoted and will devote its best energies.
4 B‘ljlt it cannot be done effectively without organisation and
without support. With the view of securing the former,

your Committee last February asked Mr. Arthur G.
S}W“S to act as their Secretary. He has for many years
been a member of the General Committee, and his devotion

to the cause of justice and liberty was conspicuous
:n the active support he gave, both by voice and pe
great agitation led by Mr. Gladstone at the =
« Bulgarian Atrocities,” and that which at a later date %
roused public opinion in this country o bEhalfgf %
Armenians. Since the retirement of Nbe
Symonds has done the secretarial work, and your

mittee desire to place on record their gratitude fo 1
voluntary services, and their gratification at"i‘iévmgf“
persuaded him to accept the post of Secretary. ; _

To enable your Executive adequately to fulfil the
functions for which the Balkan Committee was estab
to make its influence felt in Turkey and appreciate
Great Britain and on the Continent, it is essential
should have a larger revenue at their disposal.
therefore appeal to all members to subscribe to the funds
contributions to which have latterly been supplied
very small number of those whom they be
interested in Balkan affairs. '
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