Def. Doe. #2845 Exh, No,

On February 1 Captain Robinson, having finished my interrogation,
requested me to refresh ™y recollections aS'vuch‘as pggsible to facilitate
further interrogations by him. 1 accordingly su~ up »y recollections an@
state, not without repetitions, as follows:-

Ihe interrogati~ns on tnat day consisted of the two points:

(1) In 1943 Foreign Minister Ribbentrop asked me if the Japanese Navy

nad any 'intention of strengthening the com™unication destruction warfare
with subrarines in the Pacific, and proposed that he was ready, should the
Japanese Navy desire it, .to have two Ger—an submarines presented to the
Japanese Navy as suitable models for the purpese; (2) He infor~ed e thas
orders had already been issued to kill the crew of any U.,S. vessels sunk
by German subm™arines.

The first point was a fact. I 1mrediately notified Vice Admiral
NONUhA, Naval Corm~issioner, and Rear Admiral YOKCI, Naval Attache in

Berlines The two admirals accordingly cabled the Japanese Nawval autheriiies

(reaning Navy Minister and Chief of the Naval General Staff )e As for

ryself, 1 sent a tclegra~ to the Foreign Minister asking hir to transwit it
to the Naval authoritiés. Then the Japanese Naval authcrities cabled
instructions to the two adrirals to negotiate transfer of the Ger~an
submarines. Though I infor—ed Foreign Ministcr Ribbentrop of this
telegrar at the request of the two admirals, I had h?d nothing to do

with the matter sipce that time, the negotiations being held exclusifgly
between the two admirals and the German Navye. . Under the Germ™an system,
Foreign Minister Ribbentror had the authority to take part in énd talk
over such rilitary affairs, just as he told me of the above matter

at the outset, But it was entirecly different with us; neilther the
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arbassador had any such authority whatever as

Foreign Minlister nor the

the Navy had the exclusive jurisdiction over such mtters., We only

transritted informations to the Navy. This was why I received no

the Japanese Navy or the Foreign Ministry,

telegra~ at all fror either
| ~

fror the beginning to the end .

Regarding the second point a$ the Gaptain's_last interrogation,

I misunderstood that it was a1so notified by Germany in 1943 together

with the matter of strengthening the submarine warfare, wmentioned as the

mixed the first and sccond points. But after

first point, and I somehow

tracing back in my mMemoIY, I recealled that this had becn told by Hitler

in January 1942 (this was published in ncwspaper articles)s Therefore,

T a~ sure that this matter was not mentioned at the intcerview with

Foreign Ministcr Ribbenitrop in 1943, According to my memary I did not

esable this to ™y Governvent for the following reasonsSi-

1. The German Government had only told me about sueh steps,

without any official rcquest to the Japanese Governmente

o, That sueh measure was against the traditional spirit of Japan

and was not worth any serious considerations (At the last interrpgation

I told him the following story which was a noted fact and which comes

from the traditional spirit cof cur Navy: At the time of the Russo-

drowning Russian officers

Japane se Var KANVIMURA Suadron rescued the
¢ chasing of the Vladivostok

and ren even at the cost of suspcnding th

Squadron, The Captain, however, mentioning several exa™ples, assertcd that

therc had been contradictory facts in the last wars As I had been in

Germany during the Greater Bast Asia Var, I do not know about the shanges,

but I, who left Japan five years ago, eannov jmagine that the massacre

- o w




Def. Doc. #2845

of the crew of the sunken vessels should have been Lerpctrated.)

3« This proble™ was under the sole_jurisdictién of the Navy, and

not in my authority, Ferhaps I may have ™entioncd it to Ad™irale

NCNURA and YOKOI, bdut mY me™ory is not clear about it, The cther day the

Captain inquired whether I had reeeived n cablc ordir fro™ the Japanese

Navy dated Mar, 20th 19434 but I ean pp§itivc1ymnssért that I nsver
récelved such a cablegram, At that time, the Captain referred to the
sinking of an Arorican ship in $he Indian Cecan on July 2nd l?hh; but

I was never notified about that., With regard to the mass-crec of the
erev of sunken American vesscl, I did not have any talks with the German
Govern™ents Yorecover such a probler was undcr the sole jurisdiction

of the Navy accoraing to the tradition in ‘Japan and the Forcign Ninistyy
had nothing to do with ite As for as I know, the reprcs:ntétiyus of

the Japanese Navy never talked about this prebler with the German Naval
aut?orities.

Incidentally I will state thet there was oppgsition ageinst such a

rassacre even a"ong the Ger™an Navy. The then Chicf of the #rcrations
Section of the Ger™an Navy, Ad™iral Gross (T,N. Phoneticec ) who had been

the liaison officer with the Japanese Navy (novw lives 2t Freldburg, Germar, )

once told me that sueh a ™easure was against Naval custo™s in general,

I have stated the zbove aceording to ™y ™c™ory, I desire that thic
matter be investigated through the Japanesc Navy,
Lated Febs 19th 1946,

/S/ Hiroshi OSHIMA

(I attach hercwith a translation of the above staterent into English for
refercnee )
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