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INTERROOATION oF
ARAXY, Sadeo

Date and Time ;: 23 February 1946, 0920-1215 hours.

Place ! Sugamo Prison, Tokyo, Japen

Present ¢! Sadeo ARAKI

Mr. XLTON N, HYDXR, Interrogator
dir. Tatsuo PUTIX, Int_prpuur

OQath of Interpreter, Administered by Mr. Hyder:

Mr, HYD¥R: Do you Solemnly swear, by Alliﬂvm. that

terpret and
;mnlnt- from lish into Japanese and from

apanese into ® ish, 25 may be Fequired or
you i{n this roceeding?

Mr. FUSII: T de.

Hotes taken by Mr. Hyder.

of & law, Tt must have been approved by
entire Cedbinet to bsoome s law,
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ARAXI, Sadeo, 2) Febd '46.

T knew General PRRAUCHI but 4id not associete with him

too eclosely. Our views differed, We did mot get ulon{ too
well because I did not think he was the Proper man to lead
a country. I felt that he was arrogant and looking out more
for himself than his sountry. I felt that the Army should
reform its system in this {mportant time, It was importent
vecause of ficers d4id as they pleased,

chi T think General TERAUGHI, Hisachi, is in French Tndo-
na,

The February 26 Ineident--the purpose of the plan in-
volved in this Inoident wasi (1) ¢o uorgonhc or reform
the Army; (2) to reform the government; (3) to control the
7aibutsu so that they will work not for personal gein but

si1so for the nation.

T think the purposa was to get those leadera ocut of
the Cabinet and set up & DEW Cabinst. I think the gtarf
offisers took sdventage of Tnoident to bring about &
military dletatorship. T do not think the planners of the
Tneident thought that Staff officers took ad-
vantage of this by oasting about ten men who were always in

the way.

These Staff offleers were in the War Ministry. 1 think
1t. General MUTO, (8ho), It. Geperal SATO, (Kenryo), ¥aj.
General KATAXTURA (Chu), were amolg these Staff officers. I
think SATO is around the Puilippines, The last I knew, ¥UTO
was Chief of Staff of YAMASHITA in the Philippines, They
approached War Minister FAWASHINA mnd requestad thet certain
men be removed from certain positions, EAVASHIVA in tuarn
told these ten men that oer
".i‘mtien.- _

The ten men were: Oenmerel FAYASHY, Senjuroj General
Tinzaburo; Genaral ABE, Shinko; General KAWASHIMA,
Yoshyuki; Oeneral MINANMI, Tirro; General ARAKI, Sadaoj
General THRAUCHI, Julohlj Qensrel UEDA, Xenkiehlj General
wrsrI, Giiohi; (The lest three nsver resigned); Gensral
HORTO (not asked, but he resigned). (All member

war Oouneil, except Geperal M NAMI, then Command

of Ewantunz Army, and Gensral HONJO, then Chief Alde-de~

OIIP,._
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ARAXI, Sadac, 2) Fed '46.

By getting al)l these men out, the younger Staff offisers
oould do as they pleased, The three men who remained were
more or less lenient to newer amd younger Staff officers and
remained in office. T did not mow the rest of the 2taff of-
ficers vlvlu recuested our resignetions. The War Ministry d4id
not tell me,

Jenders of the February 26 Incident were MNURANAKA, KolJji,
apd ToomE (T think hiz first name was Hilahi), who were fomer
Army captains, JYSOBE was captain in the Finance Department and
YN ANAKA was captain in & line ocutfit, I 41d not know thelr
positions at the time of the Incident. Both sre dead, They
were exeouted after triel im June 1937.

They regeived halp of Amy officers - Captelin YAMAGTOHI,
Iot itaro; Captain MONA¥A, Bhiro; Ceptein XURINARA; Captain
HAYASHT; Captain TATSEINA and Osptain ANDO. I do not know thelr
full names., They are the only names I recell, OCaptailn
YAMAGUOKRT wes not exeouted, sinee he was not directly conneeted
with the plot and Captein NONAYA eommitted suloide shoertly after
the Ineident, The rest were exeouted.

Others implicsted and who regeived sentences were: Maj.
Gensral SAITO, Ryu; It CGolonsl MITSUI, Sakiohi; Captain
GUGANANT, Seburo, There waere others dbut I do mot reeall their
n:n;l. T think all of these sentenced end named here Ars
living,

All of these men were tried by court martial, including
the two leaders, The investigzstions and trials were all gon-
dusted seoretly. Sven Gensral MAZAKY was investigated for
about & year. I was Questioned st my home onee. I did not ap-
pear before the court.

The only tris)l known is the trial of Generel MAZAXI, On
this court martisl were Gemsrsl ISOMURA, Nen (Ohief) and
General MATHUKI, Chokuryo, and others, MAZAKI was tried separ-
ately. Oeneral ISONMURA is still living.

If records were kept they should be im the War Ninistry.
To this date many of the judges were unknown, War Minister
TERATONT ordered the court martials. Trisls began sometime
efter Marsh 1936 and continued for almost & year,
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ARAYI, Badeo, 23 Fed 'Lé

Gensral ISOMURA, Nen and General MAZAKI should kxnow
what was developed dnrintntho trial and also Qeneral SAITO,
Colonel ' ITSTYT and Captain SUGANAMT,

There were either twelve or thirteen executed, The
number tried T don't know, nor the number Sentenced., I have
heard thet several were tried and ssntenced becsuse they
happaned to be sround., Soms enlisted men were tried,

"I aoted as mediator betwean MAZAXT and the sourt 45 nhis
trinl, 7T 414 inquire as to other triels to mediste, but sueh
things were not permitted.”

As to the reason for the gourt martial proeesding on
NAZAKI, I think that at one time the young officers requested
MAZAXI to become the next premier. BSome of these men such
a8 SAITO amd MITSUT, had visited his home and the trial was to
make it appeer that MAZAXT was in on the plot., MAZAKY received
no sentence, YHe was exonerated,

The plan to make MAZAXT premier became known the sfter-
noon of the Inoident., General ARE heard it from MURAWATA and
IS0BR. The press stated that T was to receive = post ocuteide
of Jeapan, such as Kores or Nanohuria, as a part of the plot,

I heard of the plan from Oeneral ABY, and that the leaders

of the Inoident desired MAZAXT as premier. Others vere present
when ABRE stated this, in the residence of the way NMinister,
General ABRE, Shinko, was at that time o member of the Supreme
Yar Counoil. The War Ninister was not efent-«just the
Supreme War Counsellors, (all of the oﬂht men named, inolud-~
ing WAZAYY, who resigned were present, eXoept one--Gensrals
HORJ0, KAWASHIMA and MINAMI were not there).

This was the night of the 268h of February. I do not
know who ealled this meeting-~{t was deoided by all Supreme
%ar Counsellors to have this meeting. The purpose of the neet-
ing was to settle the Inoident without b)oodshed and
responsible parties meke e stataement to the Emperor that they
wére sorry for the aot, Nothing was deolded on 8o I went home .

Around the 29th of Fedruary T was requested by the var
Minister to resiasn and others were requested at the same time.
I told the War ¥ futcr that 1t was not the Proper proeedurs for

the War Minfster to bring @ message at the request of a sud-
ordlmtl.
- h e
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I, Tatsuo FUJIX, being sworn on oath, stete that I truly
translated the statements from Roglish to Japanese and from
Japanese to 1ish, and that the above statements, consist-

ing of four (L) pages, are true and mcourate to the best of
my knowledge and bdbelief,

© TATBUO POOIY

mzuibu and sworn to before me this 25th day of Pebrusry,

Duly Detailed Inves

tigating Officer
International Prossoution l&u’

*.t 10. [ m.

ed before me Sadaso and mndﬁ.
ter, gave the forego statements set

on the 23rd “i of Februsry
ing

~ ULIOW W, BOOs

'lot;a, Japan
25 February 1946




BB )

INTERNATIONAL PRCSECUTION SECTION
Doc. No. 2341-2353, inclusive 2 July 1946
ANALYSIS OF DOCUNENTARY EVIDENCE

DESCRIPTION OF ATTACEED DOCUMENT

Title and Nature: Iranscripts of Taterrogations of
GCereral ARAKT, Sudao

Date: (See Below) Original (x) Coody ( ) Language:

English
Has it been translate:-? Yes () No (x)
Fas 1t been photostavcd? Yes ( ) No (x)

LOCATIOY OF ORIGINAL: Document Division

SOURCE OF ORIGINAL:

PERSONS INPLICATED: ARAKI, S~dao, et al

CRIMES TO WHICH DOCUMENT APPLICABLE: Aggression, Manchuria
SUMMARY OF RELEVANT POINTS:

Interrogations of ARAKI have been assigned following
document numbers: (All are from Document Division Exh.290)

oc. NOo. Date of Tnterrogation
2341 H Feb 46

2342 18 Jan 45

2343 19 Jan 45

2344 22 Jan 46 (A.M.)
" 2345 22 Jan 40 (P.i.)
2346 | 6 Feb 45

2347 12 Feb 40

2348 14 Feb 45

234.9 - - lg Feb 46

2350 18 Feb 46

2351 20 Feb 46

2352 23 Feb 46

2353 25 teb 46

Analyst: W. H. Wagner Doce. NO. 2341~

2353,

inclusive.
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