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HE.ADQUARTERS
UsSe STRATEGIC BOIBING SURVEY
(PLCIFIC)
C/0 FOSTIZASTER, SAN FRANCISCO

INTERROG.ATION IO, (USSES 139) PLACE: TOKYO
NAV. MO. 34 DATE: 21 October 1945,

Division of Origin: Neovel snalysis Division,

oubject: GILBERTS « L ARSHALLS Operation. WNaval Strategic
Plenning,

Fersonnel interrogated ong bcekground of each:

Corr.ander NAKAJINYA, Chika Taka, has served 19 years
with the I.J.I%, '

‘'here interviewed: I®IJT Euilding, Roor: 749,
Interrogator: Captsain Steadnan (n) TELLER, U.S.N.
Interpreter: Lieut. Cordr. Seyrour (n) IIILLSTEIN, USMR,

rnlled Officers Present: Captain C, (n) SHiANDS, U,.S.N.

SULI/RY

Corr:ander NAK, JILI. gives the JAP.NESFE estimate of
UNMITEL STATES intentions and capabilities at various stages of
the Central Pacifie Campaign and describes the JLPLVESE plans
for countering these-anticipated Lloves. Llthough not responsible
for decisions in planning, he sunneorizes discussions arrong the
Staff Planners of the Ccrbined Fleet ang eXplains certain chang.
es 1in JLPANESE Plans during the caripaign,

The costly S0LO;ONS Campaign reduced end ebscrbed
JLPLNESE Naval and Adrp Strength to the point that alnost con-
plete reliance wns placed on the island garrisons of the MR-
SHALLS - GILEERTS to i.ake our westwarg advance slow and costly,
Our landing on K. JALRINM WeS unexpected cnd our assault on the
IIARTANAS carie before JAPANESE Adrp Strength in those islands had
reached the planned level., Cur swift Loverient into the PHII,-
IPINES fellowing the PALILU and IOROT..I Operations agaln ex-
capabilities of their local ground and air forces,

Notes on Fattle of IIIDW.Y 4 - 6 June 1942 and Battle
Of SLNTL CRUZ 26 Octoben 1242,
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TRLNSCRIPT
Qe What were the plans for the Fleet in defending the [.:RSHAL-
LS Islends?
b Until April 1943, the overall plen for the Japanese Navy

wos to rake every effort to hold NEW BRIT.LIN, R/RAUL and probably
the IARSH.LLS. Aifter April 1943, losses in airecraft and surfece
craft became so severe that a study was nade of pushing back this
defensive line to epproxinetely the tip @£ Northwest NEU GUINZAL,
TRUK and the [iRILNALS e2nd letting the other loosely held Japanese
occupied islands go at o greal cost to cneny andé consuming as
ruch time as possible. Ey July 1943 this plan was actually put
jnto effcet which possibly explains reasons for half-hcorted ot-
tompts to defend the GILLERTS and . ARSHALIS., There was a lot

of éiscussion at the time as to cxactly how to hendle the situ-
ation. The probler was compliceted by lack of air strength and
the fact the SOLOi OFS Campaign was occupying a gooc ceal of our
fleet strength. /. decision was made in October, 1943 to corrit
strength as far possitle to SOLO..OFS from RLE.UL. However, tcn-
tative plans for fleet movcnents in conncction with sending Lore
troops to the GILEERTS area were riede at the beginning of Nov-
crber. Three of four cruisers and destroyers of the 2nd Fleet
left TRUK about 24 November to rendezvous with the 4th Fleet in
the KWAJALEIN Lrea. This movenent had been Cclayed duec to prc-
vious action participated in by the 2nd Flect at RAELUL. ZEy the
tire the flecet had zssemblecd in KVi..JALEIN, the GILBERT Islanc
Conpaign was alrency lost. AT the end of Novenber or beginning
of Decenmber, a small unit conposed rainly cf two light cruisers
pelieved to be N.K. and ISUFU, and 2 or 3 destrcyers unccr con-
rand of the 4th Flect left KWAJLLEIN with the intention .of land-
ing obout onc btattalion of troops on TaRLVLj but by that tine

the situation in the GILEERTS had so cecterior-ted that these tro-
ops were discharged at I..JURO. This operotion actually was & nore
nal reinforcenentgtan which went wrong duce to delay. The 2nd
Fleet was in the nW.LJALLEIN Arca at the end of Novcrber or carly
Decenter to assist the snall forec of the 4th Flecet to land troops
on T:R.%VAi if the situation hnad permitted. Both 2nc and 4th Flec-
ets then rcturned from KVLJLLEIN isrea to TRUX, Therc were no
bzttleships in these forces. The reason for rctirerent was that
the reduction in airplane and surfoce strength did not warrant
further irr.cedinte offcensive ccticn.

Qe What was the Japcnese estimate of the UNITED STATES pro=-
~ble intentions rfter we had taken the GILEERT Islands?
Jg Opinion in thc Japancse Navy had 1t thot you were aavanc-

ing cxactly in the track of thc Japancse occupation scheric at the
beginning of the warj; in which casc you woulé abtain control of
the "estern P.CIFIC to insure your supply lincs to LUSTRALIA ana
then procced to take the LiRSHALL, SOLO..ON, NEW BRETAIN, NEW
GQUINE. and PEILIPPINE Islonds. '/¢ realized that you would not
~ttenpt to take very strong points such as R.EAUL and TRUK.
There was divided opinion as te whether you would land at JALUIT
or iILLE. Sorc thought you would land cn WOTJE butb there were
few who thought you would go right to the hecrt of the I/RSL.LLL
and teke KVAJ..LEIN. Therc were so Lany possible points of in-
vasion in the I RSHALL that we could not consicer any one a
strcng point and consequently dispersed our strength.

Qo Why éid you not put nore air strength in the {J/RSHALLS know-
ing thet we would probsbly land there?
i To = cert~in extent we dic increase the aircr~ft by send-

ing in the 24th Air Flotills, but cther corimittrents such as RAB-
/UL ond the SOLO:ONS wecre attrition of alr strength wos very sev-
ere made it inpessible to send rcal air rcinforcement to
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TRANSCRIPT_OF INTERROG..TIONGE _(Comrancer NAK!.JIMA, Chika Taka).
the M/RSHALLS, Furthermorc the declsion had been made that we
would make a suprcme effort to hold the strong ¢efensive 1line
through the HARIANAS, PLLAU ~né NEW GUINZL including TRUK, for
the defense of which we were training and forming new air units
in JAPAN. We were reluctant to use Qup this fresh air strength
for the defense of obviously lost territory.

Q Did you expect us to lanc ab TRUK? '

Lo The opinion was pretiy evenly dividedy sone staff people

thourht you wouléd land on TRUK, not in force, but to neutralize
it., Other opinion was that you would circle TRUK and land on

PULUWAT where there is a good air strip.

Q. Why ¢id you not have effective search planes to warn you of
our carrier strike on TRUK, 17 Fetruary 19447

s Duec to the shortase of avallable ~irceraft there was sinply
insufficiert scouting activity csrried on.

Q When did the Conbined and Sacond Flcets abandon TRUK as

a base anc why?

Lie The Combined Fleet left TRUK or 3 February ané we thought
we had better leave. The YaliTO and the NAGATO plus elements of
the 2nd Flcet procceded to PLLAU on 4 or 5th February. On

the 10th of Februery the group known as the Combineé Flecet pro-
cecded to JLFAN., It consisted of the MUSASHI (Adriral KOGA'S
Flogship), one light cruiser, onc twc or three cestroyers,

The rerson for the YLMATO, NAGATO and' other units proceeding

to PALAU was because of the danrerof air atteck at TRUK. The
CcinC Combined Fleet rcturncd TO Jir AN with MUSASHI and units
directly uncer his cormancd for the purvose of dlscussing ce-
fensive tactics with G-nerel Lcadauarters. Py that time the plans
for strongdefense of the co-cnrlled Secondary Defense Line were
made. ACriral KOG took his unit back for tlie purpose of dis-
cussing actual tactical rover towards implerenting this ce-
fense ~lan 2né¢ to arrange for proprer convoying and for trans-
port of trooms to this arcn, &s well as to obtain an increase
of skip anc¢ rirplene construction.

Q e wihat flcet novements occurrec 1 etween TRUK ané the BIo-
- A7KS during Noveiber?

A On 3 Movertcr, 1943 the 2nc Flcet, consisting of the 4th,
hth, anc 7tn sruccérons =né 2né¢ SUISEN, went cown to essist

in the COUGAINVILLE Operstions anc staced at RAEAUL. A pert
of thje force received severec Genase 2t RIB.UL Harbor on 4 or
5 Noverter from Crrrier Tesk Force.

" Whot was the staff estimate of the UNITED STATES ebility to
conduct successive amphibious operstions?

b W, couldn't estincte when you woulé be —eady for oncrations
after the LARSELLIS because Wwe ci1dn't know where you were goinge.
¥2 thought you would be reacy to 1an¢ in the MARSHALLS by Jen-
vary 1944,

)

Q. Eow many sulrierines werc occupied in cefending the GILBETS?Y
Jig About six sub: arines.

G hy were not subnerines used rnorec to oppose our acvance
throuzsh thc P#CITICY

B The mein recson was the lack of submarines. Liany were used
in thc SOLOMONS Operation. It was also Very important for then
to supply even isol~tecd. and incffective bases because the Army,
which was also 2 pevtner in the plarning would have refusec to
sené r6éitionzl strength to the South PACIFIC if the Navy hac
1cft rien to starve. The exact use of subrarines was the roint
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TRLNSCRIPT_OF INTZTEOGATION OF (Cowienter NAKAJILA, Chika t aka) «
of much discussion at heaguarters, but wec wewe forced to let
thern be used for supply, actus1lly, beczusc of the snortage of
warships end supnly ships of all typcs. While opirion and ad-
vice vierc handcd down freely fror. General Hcacdquarters the deci-
sion as ta usc of sutmarines WCIE m~ée by Combined Fleet Head-
quartars. Lnother point was trat this use of submarines as
supply weap:ns fitted in with our overall strategic planning

for fichting delaying actlions on all islanas.

Qe ““hat mein fleet bese was substituted far TRUK after 5
Fcbruary 19447

e The next base to be used as such was PALAU. Even at thet
tire the high comnizand rcalized they would have O use bases even
closer to JAPAN than P/LLU in the necsr future. They rcalized
that PLL.LU weas not conpletely suitable as 2 mein fleet anchor-
age for physical reasons, duc to its shallowness, and that

they would socn be forced to move to either TLWI TAWI oe to
GUILLRAS STRALIT in the PHILIPPINES on account of lack ¢f tank-
ers -nd shipping. ‘

Qo What shipping losses did you sustain in the corrier o1r
strike on TRUYX, 17 Ferruary 19447

ie Therc were quite a few €orgo ané tronsport ve:ssels sunk
-nd onc NiKL Clanss cruiscr, the KLSEI: .. (= convereted light

cruiscr) .

Q. Whet decisions were mede at Ceneral Headguarters upon ar-
rival of /ic¢miral KOGA 1n February?

oo The cecision wrs rLace to firmly defend, construct fortli-
ficstions and builc up personnel anc mete~inl strength in the
outlying bascs which would fori: our scconcrry linc of dcfense;
nemelys the [LLRILNAS, Western C.PO0LIVES, FHILIPPINES and North-
west VEW 4INE.., with spccial eriphoasis on tne i RTAVAS cnd
Wastern CAROLINES., In the - 'RILFAS ond Western CAROLITES. --
pascs wers to be constructec ~né all orcporations Wwere to have
been completed by Lpril. ;ctueslly they werc rescy in ray e

Qe Fow wes it planned to use thd Fleet in ossisting the cefen-
s of thlg liney

fe Inplerenting this plan oF defense, the Tleet would be usca
reinly for convoy anc tronsport work. Ve sgsured that fleet
support would not be ~bsolutcly nceccesary if we were able to
build up stronsz crough brses ond =zt the seme tine carry out

the s2ircraft builcing prograol th~t was being put into cffect.

Qe hy then aic your Flest corc out ané fight in the first
Erttle of the PHILIPFIVES, Junc 19447%

Lo The Flcet sortied ot the tiie of the First PHILIFPIM:
Esattl: because you hed approeched anc pcntr-ted whet we hac
dceided was our lost steancd line, an¢ we were forced to commit
our shipsSe

Qe The Jarancse Flect lost quitc & few tankers at TRUK anc
soric roore at PiLaU. Did the loss of those tankers cffect
fleet movcnents?

be The Jrpanese Flcet had scrious difficulty, not only bc-
couse of the oilers anc freightcrs lost at TRUK ané PALLAU but
tcesuse even tcfore thosc losses there wes o shortage of tank-
SIS e

Qe ihat was thc cstimete of AWERIC.T intentions and capab-
$1ities about 1 October 1944 aftor eur occupation of P..LLU

anc¢ I OROTLL®

bas -onn the swer of 1944 gcners1l opinion ©as th=t you would
1oné soncwhere ir vieinity of LINDANLO, S.iiR or LEYTE 1n the
PLILIPPINES., Lt the tirc of your lancings on PALLU and MOROT..I,
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Steff opinion " asthat it would take you a month to land in the
PEILIPFIN S but with the cevelopments on both these islands

we thought that your sttack would not take place before Noven-
ter 1944, Ltout 1 October we sighted large corcentrotions of
shipping in [.02QTAI and PALAU ané realized that soi:e new action
was irrinet. Eut rost of us felt thet it was too early for a
lencing irn the PLILIPFINES and that possibly you were going to
YAFP or TALLALUD Islands. The thing that bothered us was thet pre-
parations appearved too big for lendings on the two aktove mention-
ec islencs and too smell for the PHILIPFINES. We couldn't make
un our rinds as to your most probuble objective. We deciced
t..at in the event of a lending in the central or southern peort
of the PHILIPFIVIS, we would be able to take cere of it with
pﬁrt of our SINGAPOR..-bessed fleet assisting our strong forces

in the PHILIFPIVES. We hec a Flent in JAPAN which was going to
teke ccre of 2ny Task Force which might sortie toward the north,

) a Lic you think there was ony chence of our landinz at FOTLIOSA
or p01ntq north?

A Lbsolutely no chance. We felt that our forces in PHILIP-
FINMIS ana FORPSE would ecdequrtely defend against such a move.

(Captein SHENLD'S Intérrogation)

Qo In order to copf ri previous information give a description
of your cctivities at the Ezttle of LIDWAY, 4 - 6 June 1942.

£ e I was Lo Tl“lC“tion Officer on the ATAGO which -

Adizirel KONDO'S Fleogship ift the force escorting = Aumber of
trensports, which ‘rere carrying troops to capture LILWAY.

We pproqched LI0CAY from the west-southwest and were 2 little
ahead of schecule, co counteriarched for several hours waiting
to get on ¢ schecdule that would concice with that of the First
Air Fl:et vhich was to attock frerr the northwest. After return-
ing to the brse course t2 LI1DWAY, during the afternoon of 3 June,
speec cbout 1C knots, we were att-cked by high-altituce long-
range bonrbers. Th-t was the day befor:c the corriers were sunk,
It w~s only a2 few plenes. Mo hits. About miénight that smme
night, we werc attackec Ly several seaplcsnes. One transrort

hit but not sunk. No nore attocks vere rm=de on the Transport
I'orces We c¢ic¢ not sce any cive-boi:tcrs,

Tne transports enc some cestroyers were orcered to retire
the next night, but the cruisers continuec towercs LILWAY until
we “.ere otte ckcc bvop subnierine., hen the subiterine was sight-
ed we were orcerec to zig-z=2g, but the i IKULEA ~nd 1OGALI col-
liceCc so we were orcerct to retire. I think that izuch danmesge
wes cone to the bow of the klFilh. It was leoter sunk. The
L.LOGAidwas Canrred ot the saie tire.

Qe Give & rcsc iption of the cdawsge that you received ot the
tottle of SANTA (RUZ, 26 Octoter 1042?

s 1 was on thc ©i.CKaKU., The ZUIK.KU and the ZUILO were also
there. The JU'Y0 wes in tihe area sore plsce., The HIYO was in
TRCK with engine trouble. The SHOKAKU received six bomb

nits. The ZUIKAZKO €44 not receive any. The Z1UIEO reccivecd

one or two, 1 co not know ckout the JUYC s T think thet

the CrLIKULA received about fOLJ hits. I don't think thet

the TONE was hit. The night before the battle started, one
plone attacked the ZUILO about midnight, but ¢éid no damage.
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The night after the battle the esircraft carriers looked
for the Arerican ships but werc unable to find them. However,
soie destroyers found the HORNET and saw sorie American
destroyers shelling and sending torpedoes into her. One of

our battleships, I think the KONGO, was in the area but not
close enough to fire.
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