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The Sorrows Of Youug Werther
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1 have carefully collected whatever I have
been able to learn of the story of poor Werther,
and here present it to you, knowing that you will
thank me for it, To his spirit and character you
cannot refuse your admiration and love; to his
fate you will not deny your tears,

And thou good soul, wno sufferest the sams
distress as he once endured, draw comfort from
his sorrows; and let this little book be thy friend,
if from fortune or thine own fault thou canst find
no dearer companion,
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BOOK 1

May gh.

How happy amIto beaway! My dear {riend,
what a thing is the heart of man! To leave you,
from whom I have been inseparable, whom I love
SO déarly, and yet to feel bappy! [know you will
forgive me. Have not other attachments besn
specially appointed by fate to torment a head like
mine? Poor Leonora! amd yet I was not to
blame, Was it my fault that whilst the peeuliar
charms of her sister afforded me an agresable
entertainment, a passion for me was engendared in
her fechble heart? And yetam I whoily blamzless?
Did I not encourage her emotions? Did I not {=21
charmed at these fruly genuine expressions of
nature, which, though but little mirthful in reality,
, but oh, what
a man, that he daves so to aecuss himsslf? My

80 often amused us? Did 1 not

deer friend, I promise you I will improve; I will no
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longer, as has ever been my habit, continue to
ruminate on every pretty vexation which fortune
may dispense; 1 will enjoy the present, and the
past shall be for me the past. You are doubtless
rfght, my bass of friends, there would be far less
suffering amongst manpkind, if men--and God
knows why they are so fashioned—did not employ
their imaginaticns so assiduously in recalling the
memory of past sorrow, instead of bearing their
present lot with equanimity.

May rzh.

You azk if you shall send me books, My dear
friend, I beseech you, for the love of God, relisva
mofremgush a yoke, Inead no more to be guided,
agitated, beated, My heart ferments sufficiently
of itself. I want strains to lull me, and I find them
to perfection in my Homer, Often do I strive to
allay the burning fever of my blood, and you
have never witnessed anything so unsteady, se
ancertain, 2as my heart, But need I confess this to
you, my dear friend, who have so often endured
the anguish of witnessing my sudden transitions
from sorrow £0 immoderate joy, and from sweet

—_—d -
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ngelang:holy to violent passionst I treat my poor
heart like a sick child, and gratify its every faney,
Po not mention this again; there are people who
would censure me for it, l

May 17th.

I have become acquainted with a very worthy
person, the district judge, a frank and open-hearted
mzan, Iam told it is a most delightful thing to see
him in the midst of his children, of whom he has
nine, His eldest daughter is much spoken of, He
has invited me t5 go and see him, and I intend to do
so the first opportunity, He lives at one of the
royal huntinglodges, an hour and & half’s walk
from hence, which he obtained leave to inhabit
after the loss of his wife; as his residence in town
and at the courf was so painful to him,

Good-bye,

May 2624

You know of old my ways of finding
amusement; how I select a little cottaze in some
sequestered spot, and there put up with every
inconvenience, I hax‘re just discovered such a spot
here, which possesses peculiar charms for me,
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About a league from the townisa plact'a called
Walheim, It is delightfully situated on the side
of a hill, and by proceeding along one of the
footpaths which lead out of the village, you can
have a view of the whole valley, A good old
woman lives there, who keaps a small inn, She
sells wine, beor, and coffes, and is cheerful and
pleasant notwithstanding her age, The chief
charm of this spot consists in two linden-trees,
which spread their enormous branches over the
little green before the church, which iz entirely
surrounded by peasants’ cottages, with their
barns and homesteads, Ihave seldom seen a place
g0 retired and peaceable, and T often have my ta;)le
and chair brought out from the littleinn, and there
I drink my coffee and read my Homer, Accident
brought me to the spot one fine afternoon, and I
found it perfectly deserted, Hvery-body was in
the fields, except 2 little boy about four years old,
who was sitting on the ground and held between
hig knees a child about six months old; he presged
{40 his bosom with both arms, which thus formed
& sort of arm-chair, and notwithstanding the
liveliness which sparkled in its black eyes, it
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remained perfectly still, The sight charmed me,
1.sat down upon a, plough opposite, and sketehed:
with great delight this little picture of brotherly
tenderness, I added %;he neghbouring hadge, the
barn-door, and some broken cart-wheels, just as
they happened to lie; and I found in aboat an hour
that I had made a very correct and interesting
drawing, without putting in the slightest thing of
tny own, This confirmed me in my resclution of
adhering for the future entirely to nature, She
alone is inexhaustible, and capable of forming the
greatest masters, Much may be alleged in favour
of rules, as much may be likewise advancad in
favour of the laws of society; an artist formsd
upon them will never produce anything absolutely
bad or disgusting, as a man who observes the laws
and obeys decorum, can never be an absolutely
intolerable neighbour, nor a decided villain; but yete
say what you will of rules, they destroy the
gennine feeling of nature as well as its true
expression. Do not tell me “that this is soo hard,
that they only restrain and prune superfluous
branches; &e, My good friend, I will illustrate
this by an analogy., These things resemble love,

—_ T —
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A warm-heart&d youth becdomes stréngly ‘attached’
to a malden, he Spends every hour of theday in her
‘sompany, wears out his health, and lavishes his
fortune, to afford conmtinual praof that. he is-
wholly devoted to her, Then comes a man of the
world, a man of place and i'espéet'ébiliéy;' and
addresses ;mm thus;—*My good young frlend Jove,
is natural, but you must lave within bounds

Divide yout time, devote a portion $o business, and,
give the hours of recreation to your mistress,
Caleulate your fortune, and out of the superfluity
you may make her a present, only not too often,
on her birthday and such occasions,”” Pursuing
this advice, he may become a useful member of
society, and I should advise some prince to give
$im an appointment; but his love is annihilakted,
apd if he be an artist, his genius is fled, Oh, my
friends, why is it that the torrent of genius so
seldom bursts forth, so seldom rolls in full flowing
stream, ovewhelming your wondering seul?
Because, .on either side of this stream, cold and
respectable persons have taken up theip abodes,
and forsooth their summer-houses and tulip-béds
would suffer {rom the torrent, wherefore they dig
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trenches and raise embankments betlmes, in order
th-avert - th&‘xmpendmg‘ danger.

May 303,

A party had assembled outside the house
under the linden-trzes, to drink coffes, The
company did not exactly please me, and under one
pratext or another, I lingeraed behind,

. A peasant came from an adjoining house, and
set Lo work arranging some part of the same
plough whic¢h I had lately sketchad, His appearance
plaased me, and Ispoke to hn:" inguired about his
cxrcumst_ancas, made I;ls aequaintance, and, as is
usual with me amongst persons of that class, was
soon admitted into his confidence, He said he was
servant to a young widow, with whom he was in
high favour., He spoke so much of his mistress,
and nvazsed her so extravagantly, that I coukd
Boon se2 he was desperately in love with her, “She
is no lenger young,? he said; “and sh> was traated
s0 badly by her former husband, that she does not
mean to marry agam ? From his account, zf:, was
plain: she possegsed incomparable charms for hnﬁ
and that he wished ardently she would;select him
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to extinguish the recollection of her first husband’s
ill-conduct, Buk-l should repeat his own words,
to deseribe the depth of the poor fellow’s
attachment, truth, and devetion, It"would, in
fact, require the gifts of a great poet to convey the
expression of his features, the harmony of his
voice, and the heavenly fire of his eye. No ch_rds
can portray the tenderness 6f his every movemént,
and of every feature: no effort of mine could do
justice to the scene, His alarm lest I should
miseonceive his relation towards his mistress, or
question the proi}riety of her conduct: particalarly
touched me, The charming manner “with which
he described her form and her _peréon; which,
without possessing the graces of youth, won and
atiachzd him to her, areinexpressible, and must be
left to th2 imagination., I have nsver in my life
witnessad, or fancied, or conceived tha poscibility
of such intansa davoti;m, such ardGent zffactions
united with so mueh purity, Do notblame meif I
say, that the reeollection of this innocenez and
trath is desply impressad upon my vary soul; that
this picture of fidelity and tenderness haunts me
incessantly, and that my own haart, enkindled by

— 10 —
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the flarde, glows and burns within' me,

" 1iméan now o try and see her as soonas [ ean,
or, perhaps, on second thoughts, I had batter not,
It is batter I should bahold her tﬁrougﬂ {he efyres of

her lover, - To my sight, -perhaps, she would net
appear as she now stands befor: me; and why
'éhouid I destroy so swesh-a picture?

June r6th,

1 mentioned to you the Othezzr day that 1 hag
become zequainted with § -, the distriet}zzdga,
2nd that he had invited me 0 go and to visit him in
his retirement, or tathér in his littlS kingdom, But
1 neglectzd going, and perbaps should never have
gone if chance had not discovered to v» the
trezsure which lay concealed in that retices .not,
Somé of our yeung people had proposed giving a
tall in the country, at which I consented to be
prasent, 1 offered my hand for the evening to a
pretty and agresable, but rather egmmonplace
sort of gizl, from the immediate neigbhourhogd,
and it was agreed that I should'engage a carriags,
and call upoh Charlotte, with my partrer and her
aunt, to convey them o i:he ball, My companion

—_11 —



RERBREE RRENEE 28, BT
BIRRFRNE L, RERWERNERE
AT, RSN R T R IRIUE
TOTBRE R HEAERICEI PR
ﬁﬁ%?

AHATARH

H--SCREEETR, RESNFERNES

TR B A SRR —%
HHEEAEE— mmﬁﬁm TR
?Mb%§ﬁ7ﬁ&ﬁﬁf*mm&ﬁrzm,ﬁ
FRAEREE, %ﬁﬁéﬁf@é}ﬁkﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ*@
AR, RERET W ﬁmmn% 3B
Ao BSOS, Lmzl~fla§’h EIN T
VERMGs RTEE TREE-MBENRESEN
PRI S BRI R R P B R



informad me, as we drove along througi: the park
iBo the hunting-lodge, -that T should .make. the
acquaintance of a very eharming ,oung lady,
“Take eare,’’ added the aunt, “that you do nok
fose your heart.”’ “Why?» said. 1, “Becauss she
is already engaged to 2 very worthy man,”” she
replied, “who is gons to settle his affairs upon the
death of his father, and will sueeced to a very
considerabls inheritance,” This information
possessad no interest for me, When we arrvived
at the gaté, ‘the sun was setting-bahind the tors of
the mountaing, The atmosphere was heavy, and
the ladies expressed their fears of an approaching
storm, as massss of low biack elouds wera
gashering inthe horizon, Irelievad thair ¢ “njeties
by pretending to be weather-wise, although I
myself had some apprehensions lest our pleasure
should be interrupted.

T alighted, and a-maid came to the door and
begged us to wait a moment for hey mistress., I
walked across the court to a well-built house and
ascending the flight of steps in front, opened the
deor, and. saw before me the most charming
spectacle I had eyer witnessed, Six children, from

— 12 —
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eleven to two years old, were running about tha
hall, 20d surrounding 2 lady of middle height, with
a Iovely figure, dressed in a robe of simple white,
frimmed with pinkribands. She held a brown loaf
in her hand, and was cutting slices for the little
ones all round in proportion to their age and
appetite; She performed her task in a-graeeful
and affectionate manner, each claimani awaiting
his turn with outstretched hands, and bcisterouslg
shouting his thanks, Some of them ran away ak
ance %0 enjoy their evening meal, whilst others of
a gentler disposition retired to ‘the courtyard to
gee the stranger, and survey the carriage which
was to earry away their Charlotte, “Pray forgive
me for giving you the trouble £to coms for me, and
for keeping the ladies waiting, but dressinz and
the arranging some housshold duties before 1 leave
had made me forget my chﬂdren’s suppar, and
they do'not like to take it from any one but me,”?
I utter=d some unmeamng eomphment, but my
whole soul was absorbed by her air, her voice, hex
manner, sud-I uad scarcaly. reeovered myself when
she ran into her room to fetch her gloves and fan,
The ‘young-ones threw inquiring glinces at ma’

— 13 —
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from a distance, whilst I approached the youngest,
2 most delicious little creatiure,” He drew back,
and Charlotte entering at the very morment, 'said,
“Louis, shake hands with your cousin,”” The little
fellow obeyed willingly, and I could not resist
giving him a hearty kiss, “Cbusin,:’ said 1, to
Charlotte, as 1 handed her down; “do you think I
deserve the happiness of being related to you???
She replied, with an arch smile, “Oh, I hdve such
& number of cousins, that I should be sorry if you
were the most undeserving of them,”” In taking
leave, she desired her next sister, Sophy, a girl
about eleven years old, to take great care of the
children, and to say good-bye to papa for her
when he cams home from his ride, Sha desived
the little ones to obey their SiStEI: Sophy, as they
would herself, upon ‘which some promised that
they would, but a little fair-haired girl, about six
years old, looked discontented, and said, “But
Sophy is not you, Charlot;é, and we like you
best.” The two eldest boys had clambered up
‘the~carriage, and at -my request she permitted
them to accompany us a little way through the
forest, upon-their promising to sit very still ‘and

— 14 —
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hold fast.

' We were hardly seated, and the ladies had
scarcely exchanged . comphments, making  the
usual remarks’ upon each other’s dv ess, and upon
the company they expe(.’(;ed to meet, when
Charlctte stopped the carriage and made her -
. brothers get down They ms:sted upon k.lSSing
her hands once more, which the eldest did with all
the tenderness of a youth of fiftzen, but the other
ina lighter and more careisss manner,_ She desired
them again to give her love to the children, and we
drove off,

The aunt inguired of Charlotte whether she
had finished the book sha had last sent her,
“No,” s&id Charlotie, «f did not like it; you can
" have it again; énd the one before was not much
better,”? 1 was surprised, upon asking the title,
to hear that it was—,

“When- I was younger,’”’ she observed, I
loved nothing so much, as romances, Nothing
could equal my delight when, on some holiday, I
could settle down quietly-in a corner, and enter
with my whole heart and sou: into the joys or
sorrows of some fictitious Leonora, 'Tdonot'dény

—_— 15 .
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that they even possess some charms for me yet.
But I read so seIdom, thze T prefer boolks suited
exactly to my taste, And I like those authors
best whose scenes describe my own situation in
Yife, and the friends who are about me, whosa
stories touch me with interest, from resembling
wmy own homely existence, which, without being
absolately Paradise, is on the whele a source of
indeseribable happiness,”’

1 endeavoured to congeal the emotion which
these words dccssioned, but it did not last long,
for when gshe bad expressed her opinion truly and
beautifully of the Viear of Wakefield, and of other
works, whose names 1 ormif, I could no longer
eontain myself, but gave usterance to all my own
thoughts on the subject; and it was not until
Charlotte had addressed harself to the two other
ladies, that 1 remembered their presence, and
ofserved them sitting mute wich astonishiment,
The aunt looked at me several times with an air of
raillery, which, however, I did nos at all mind.

The two Messrs, Andran and a certain N,
N., —( I cannot trouble myself with the names jo
who were the Aunt’s and Charlotie’s partners,

— 16 —
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received us at the carriage door, and took
“posbession-of thelr ladiss, whilst T Eollowed with
ming, .
”VS}é commenced with a minuet, I led out one
: Jady after another, and precisely those who weére
the most disagreeable could not bring themselves
+0-leave ‘t;ﬁ' Charlotte and har partner Began an
English country dance, and you rwst imagine my
delight when it came to thsir turn to'dance the
figure with us. You shouid see Charlotte dance.
She dances with her wholz hoart and soul; her
figu-els aﬂ harmony, elesance, and grace, as if sha
Wwers conseious of notliirz else, and had no other
thought o feeling, and doatthss for the moment
‘evary oéhar sensation is extinct.

£h2 was engaged for th: second country
dance, but she promised me the third, and she
assired, me, with the most agreeable fresdom,
that sh° was very ford of waltzing,

“We sit off, and at first delighted oursalves
with the usual graeefal motions -of -the arms.
With what grace, with what ease she mo Jed
Whan %ﬁ‘e ~waltz commencad and the- dancer
whirfed toting eath other in ths giddy maze, thire
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was a little confusion arising trom the incapacity
of :sothé,! Buf - wa Judiciously  remmined still,
allowii.z the others to weary thomselves and
when ‘the awkward dancers had wx’rh&rawn ‘wa
jeined- in and kepf it.up famously f:ogether w1 th
one other couple, Andran and hIS pa:ﬁnbr _Neve1
did 1 Ganea more lightly.. T felt myself whora than

mortal, holding this loveliest of creatures in n,v
a-xs, flying witk her a5 rap 617 23 the wmd tlﬂ
i, lost sight of . every o{:%)er objeet; and, oh!
V/.inelm, I vowed at thét rﬁoment, "fh»_;t a maiden
wihom I lovad, or for whém I felt the slighigst
attachment, never, never shonld waltz with
another than with me 1f 1 went to f*erértlon for
Ig—you will urderSz.and this,

We were the seconf couple in the third
eouniry dance ‘ AS- we were going down, we
passed g lady whomI had noticed for her cbarmmcr
expression of countenance, although sh2 was e
Ionger youn~, She looked at Charlotie with a
smile; then holding .up her finger in a thraatening
attitude, repeat ed thc2 ina vg;q gignifizant tone
of voice the name of 4 r&xbert A

*“Who is Albert;” said I tc: Charlotte, «if,it
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i not ‘impertinent to ask?”” She was abeut to
apswer, when we wers. obliged to separate, by a
fizure in the dance, and as we crossed over again
in front of each other, I perceived she looked a
little pensive,” “Why need I conceal it from
wou,?’ she said, as she gave me her hand for the
promenade, “Albert is a worthy man, to whom I
am epgaged.”” Now there was nothing new to
me in this ( for the girls had told me of it.on the
way ), but if was so far new that I had not thought
of it in connsction with her, whom in so shert a
tiree. I had leayned to prize so highly, Enough, I
bzeame confused, got out in tha figure, and
occasioned general confusion, so that it reguired
all Charlotie’s presence of mind to set me right, by
pulling and bushihg me into my proper place,

The ‘dancs was not yet finished whed the
lighfping, which had. for some t;me been seen.in
the horizon, and whlch I had asserted to proceed
entirely from heaf, grew. more violent, and the-
thunder was heard abpve the music Some of the
gent}_emen ha(i gone down s’calrs to smoke a qulet "
cigar, and the rest of the company gladly enbraced
a happy-suggestion of the hostess o retine intog

—_— 19 —
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another Toom, which wad provided with shuttées
and curtams We had, hardly got there -when
Charlotte nzaned the chairs in a czrcle, ‘and when
ths company had sat down in compliance with her
reguest, she forthwith proposed a round game,

I observed some of the company prepare their
mouths and draw themselves up ab the prospact of
some agreszhle frofeit, “Liet us play at counting,”?
said Charlotte, “Observe now, I go round the
ci;é’le from rizht to left, and ecach person is to
couintt, pra after the other, the number that comes
to him, and wmust count fast; whoever stops or
mistales is to have a box on the ear, and so on, till
we have countad a‘thousand.” It was delightful
to 22 the fun, She went round the circle witfx
upraised arm, ‘One,” said the first; “two,” the
szeond; “thres,?” the third, and £o on, till Charlotte.
went faster and faster, One made a mistake,
instantly a box on the ear; and arnid the laughter
that ensued came another box, and so on, faster.
and faster, I 'ﬁvself came in for tws, 1 Tancied
they were harder -than- the rest, and felt qmta
dehghted A general laughter and confusion put
an end to_ the play long-before we had reached a
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thousand. The party broke up into little separate
krots, "the storm had ‘eeased, and I followed
Charlotte into the saloon. On the way she said:
«The game banished thair fears of the storm.”
I could make no reply, “I myself,” she continued,
“was as much fm:ghtan‘ed,‘as any of them; but by
aﬂ’ecti:ig gourélgé, to kesp up the spirits of the
others, I forgot my apprzhension,’’ We went to
the window, If stlll thundered at a. distanca; A
soft ram was pourm«r down over the countr and
ﬁlled the aif around us with delicious odours,
Charlotte Ieaned forwatd upon her arm; her eyes
wandered over the scens; she raloed them to
Heaven, and then turned tham upon me; they
were mmstened with tears, she placed her hand
upon mine, and said: “Kiopstock!” at onea 1
remembered the magnificent ode which was in her
thoughts' 1 felt oppressed with the weight of my
sensatlons and sank under them, It was more
than T couldbsar, 1 bent over her hand and kissed
it in a stream of delicious tears,
Jane rgth,
‘I no Jonger remember where I ‘broke off with

Pry
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my barrative; T only know it was two in the
morning when I went %o bed, and if you had beén
with me that I might have talked instead of
.writing to you," in'all probability T should*have
kept you up tilj de}ylilght,

T believe I bave not related what happened on
our way home from the ball and I have nof time to
tell you now, It was 2 _most magnifieent sunrise;
the whole eountry was rafresh&i and tha rain fell
drop by drop from j:ne trees in the forest, Our
companions were asleep, Charlotte ask me if I
did not wish to sle2p too0, and desired I svould x{oz*:
make apy ceremony on her account, Logaking
steadfastly at her I ans'::e;eé “As long as thosa
eyes continue opam, the re is no feai of mine,”” We
both contmued awake till we reached her door,
The maid openad & softly, and- assured her, in
answer to her mqumas thau her -father and the
chlldren were well, anél smll asleep, 1 left her,
asking permission to wsﬁ: her in thé coursa of the
day, She consnnted and I went; and sinee that
tims, sun, moon, and stars may pursue thate
edirrsef Lknow not whether it 1 ay of night; the
whole world is nothing 0 g,
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Jdy 8¢k,

What a child isman! Thathe should be so
solicitous about 2 lock I What a chﬂd is m~a | | We
.had been to V\}a’Ihe fras: ‘the Iadles wentifa carriage,
but during our walkl thaugnt Isawin Chaﬂette’s
dark eyes—?{ am a fool—but forgive me! You
should see fhem—.thoss eyes;—hawaver, to be
brief, (for my own eyes are weighed down with
sleep,) you must know, ‘when the ladies stepped
into their .carriage a?am young W, Saldstads,
Andran, and I were standing about the door,
They are a merry set of fellows, and they were
2ll laughing and joking togather, 1 watchad
Chariotte’s &yes; they wandered from one to the
other, but they, did ot light on me,—on me, who
stood there motioniess, and who saw nothing but
her! . My heart bafle hér a thousand times adieu,
but she noticed me net, The carriage drove off,
and iny’eves fillad with tears. +T Iooked afterher;
suddenly Isaw Chaxlotte’s bonnet leamng out of
the wmdow and she tdrded to ook back,—w4s it
at met. My dear friend, I know not, and in this
trneériainty I find consofatlon Perhaps she turnad
to look at me, Perhaps! Good-mgh&,«-«whaﬁ*a
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child I am!
Jdy r6th,

How niy heart beats whar'By accident I todch
* et finges, or, mz fest ndet hiers undér the table!
) 1mpels me forward agam, and Ty sens s b5 tsse come
disordered.- Her innocent, uniconscious'heart never
k.nows what agony these littie familiarities inflics
upon fae!  Sometimes when we are talking she
“lays ~hey haald upon mine, and in the'eagerness of
convelsa’clon come. close£ to me, and her balmy
brea,th reathes my hps —when 1 feel asif" hgh{;mng
Had struck 'me, and that I-'could’ sink into the
-earth,

She is to me a sacrsd being. All passion is
still in her presenee; I cannot express my sensatip:ﬁs
whenI am near her, I-feel as if-my soul beat in
every nerve of my bady, There is a inélody whigh
she. plays on the piano _with a*xgehc skﬂl,———sc
sm:ple isitand yet 80 splntual? i 1s her favouzlte
air; ‘and when she plays the first note, all pain,
-care, and sorrow disappear from me in a moment,

1 believe every word that is said of the magje
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of ancient musié, How her simple song enchants
mé! ‘Sometimes, when I am ready to commit
suicide, she sings that air, and instantly the gloom
and madness ‘which hung over me are dispersed,
and I breathe freely again,

Jdy z8:h.

Wilhelm! What is the world to our hearts
without love! What is a magic lantern without
light? You have but to-kindle the flame within,
and the brightest figures shine on the white wali,
and if love only show us fleeting shadows, we are
set happy when, like mare children, we beheld
them, and are ftransproted with the splendid -
phantoms, I have not been able to see Charlotie
fo-day, I was prevented by company from which
1 could not disengage myself, What was to be
done? I sent my servant to her houss, that I
might, at least, see somebody to-day whe had been
near her, Oh! +the impatience with which I
waited for his return—the joy with which I
welcomed him! I sheuld certainly have caught
him in my arms and kissed him, if I had not been
ashamed,
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It is said that the Bonona stone, when placed
in the sun, attracts the rays, and for a tima appears
laminous in the dark, So was it with me and this
servant, The idea that Charlotte’s eyes had
dwelt on -his countenanee, his chesk, his very
apparel, endeared them all inestimably to me, so.
that at the momsnt I would not have parted from
him for a thousand crowns, His pressnce made
me so happy! Beware of laughing at me, Wilhelm,
Can that be a delusion which makes us happy?

July 192h,

“1 shall see her to-day!” 1 exclaim witk
delight, wien I rise in the morning, and look cuf
with gladness of heart at the bright, beautiful
sun,—%1 shall ses her to-day!?’ And then I have
no further wish to form; all—all is included in
that cne thought,

Jely 258h,

Yes, dear Charlotte! I will order and arrange
everything, Only give me more eommissiors, —
the more the better, Ono= thing, however, I must
request. Uss no more writing-sand with the dear
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motes you send me, To-day I'raised your letter
hastily to my lips, and it set my teeth on edge,

July 262k,

I have often determined not to see her se
frequently, But who could keep such a resolution?
Every day I am exposed to the temptation, and
promise, faitbfully, that te-morrow 1 will really
stay away; but, when to-merrow comes, I find
some irresistiblé¥eason for seeing her; and, before
I can aecount for it, I am with her again, Either
she has said on the yrevious evening, “You will
be sure to call to-morrow !>*—and who could stay
away then?—or she gives me somz commission,
apd I find it essential to take her the answer in
person; or the day’is fine and I walk to Walheim,
and when I am there it is only half a league further
to her, 1 am within the charmesd atmosphere,
Ja/nd soeon find myself at ker side, My grandmother
used to tell us a stery of a2 mountain of loadstone,
When any vessels came near it, they were deprived
instantly of their ironwork, the nails flew to
the mountain, and the unhappy crew, perished
amongst the disjointed planks,
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Jdy 3qtlz.

Albert is arrivd and I must take my departure,
Were ha the bast and noblest of men and Iin every
respect his inferior, I could not endure to see him
in posszssion of such a perfect being, Possession!
—enough,; Wilhelm; her betrothed is here! A
fine, worthy fellow, whom one cannot help liking,
Fortonately I was not present at thsir masting,
It would have broken my heart! And he is so
considerate; he has not given Charlohte one kiss in
my presence, Heavenreward himforit! I must
Jove him for tha respect with which he treats her.
He shows g regard for me, but for this I suspect I
am more indebted to Charlotte than to his own
fancy for me. Women have a delicate tact in such
matters; and it should beso, They cannot always
succead in keeping two rivals on terms with each
other; but when they do, they are the only
gainars,

I cannot help esteeming Albert, The coolness
of his temper contrasts. strongly with the
impetuosity of mine, which I cannot conceal, He
has a great deal of feeling, and is fully sensible of
the treasure he possesses in Charlotte, Heis free
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from ili.hu;;xour, whioh yeu knew is the faultI
detest most,

He regards me as a man of sense, and my
attachmeni to Charlotte, and the interest ¥ take
in all that concerns her, augment his triumph and
kis love, I shall not imquisr whether he may not
at times t2a3%2 her with soms liktle jzaloustes, as 1
know that were 1 in his plaee, T should not be
entirely free from such sensafions,

1 bite my lips and feel infinite scorn for those
who tell me to ba resigned, bacause there is no
help forit, Let me escapa from the yoke of such
silly subterfuges! I ramble through the woods,
and when I retara to Charlotbe, and find Albert
sitting by her side in the summer-house in the
garden, T am unable to bear it; bahave like a fool;
and commit a theusand extravagancies, ~“For
Heaven’s sake,”” said Charlette to-day, “let us
have no mere scenes like those of lust night ¥ You
terrify me when you are so vislent,”” Ratween
ourselves, T am always away now when hg
visits her, and I feel delighted when I find her
alone,
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August rsth,

There ean be no doubt that in this world
;xothing is so indispensable es love, I observe
that Charlotte could not losa me without a pang,
and the very children have bu& one wigh; that is,
that I should visic them again to-moerow, I went
this afterncon to fune Charlotte’s paino, But §
eould not do it, for thz little ones insisted on my
telling them a story; and Charlotte herself urgad
me to satisfy them, I waited upon them at tea,
and they are now as fully contented with me as
with Charlotte, and 1 told them my very bast tals
of the princess who was waited upon by dwarfs,
1 improve myself by this exercise, and am quite
surprised at tha impression my stories create, I
1 sometimes invent an incident which I forget upon
the next narration, they remind me directly that
the ‘story was different before; so that I now
endeavour to relate with exactness the same
anecdote in the same monotonous tone, which
never changes, I find by this how much an author
injures his works by altering them, even though
they be improved in a poetical point of view, The
first impression is readily received, We are so
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constituted, that we believe the most ineredible
things, and once they are éngraved uvpon the
men;ory, woe to him who" wo.ld enjeavour fto
efface them, .

Aagust 2152,

In vain do I streteh out my arms towards ber
when I awaken in the morning from my weary
slumbers. In vain do I sesk for her at night in
my bed, when some innocent dream has happily
deceived me, and placed her near me in the feids,
when I have seized har hand znd covered it with
countless kisses, And when I feel for her in the
half confusion of slesp, with the happy sense that
she is near me, tears flow from wmy oppressed
heart, and bereft of all comfor$, I weep over my
future woes,

August 28th,
1f my ills would admit of any cure, they wonld
certainly be cured here, This is my birthday, and
early in the morning I received a paeket from
Alpert, Upon opening it, I found one of the pink
ribands which Charlotte wore in her dress the
first time I saw her, andwhich I had several ¢imes
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asked her to give me, With it were two volumes
in duodecimo of Wetstein’s Homer, a book 1 had
often wished for, to save me the inconvenience of
carrying the large Ernestine edition with me upon
my walks, You ses how they anticipate my
wishes, how well they understand all those little
attentions of friendship, so superior to the costly
presents of the great, which are humiliating, I
kissed the riband a thousand times, and in every
breath inhaled the remembrance of those happy
and irrevocable days, which filled me with the
keenest joy, Sueh, Wilhalm, is our fate, I do
not murmur at it: the flowers of life are but
visionary! How many pass away, and leave no
trace Behind-—how few yield any fruit—and ithe
froit itself, how rariy dosg it ripen! And y&t
there are flowers enou~h {—and, is it not strange,
my friend, thet we should sufer the little that
does really ripen, to rof, decay, and perish
unenjoyed? Facewell! Itis a glorious summer.
I often climb into the trees in Charle'te’s orchard
and shake down the pears that hang on the
highest branches, She stands below, and catches
them as they fall, ‘
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Seytember 3rd,

‘T ymist gway, " Thank ‘'you, Wzlhelm, - for
dek&niining #n¥ Wavering purpose, - For 3 whale
‘mrtn,ght 1 have thaugbt of leaving her. I must
away.” Sne is rewrnad to town, and is at the-
hoise of a frignd. And then, Albert_——yes, I
must go.

. Scptcmbrr. r02h,

a

Oh, w’nat a mo‘bt, Wﬂhelm! I can hencefz)rth
fear anything, FshalPnever sos hor again, ‘Oh,
why- cannei; I-f2ll on your nacx«., and with ﬂoous,
of tears and r":* 1res, glve vkterance to all the
passiors which distract my heart! Here I sit-
gaspmﬂ fo* ‘breath and shuggmg to compose*
mysclf I walt for day, and at sunrise the horses
are to b2 at the door.,

And she is: s;eapm,, calmly, littL. susnectmg~
that she has seen me for “the Iast tlmé ‘I gm
free, T have-hud th: courage; in an intebview:
of - two hems’ du-atlon, . not to- betray ;¥
mtentlon And oh! Wﬂheln‘, what a coﬁversétlon
it Was=!

Albert had propisad- to come:fo. Charlotipyin:
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the garden, immediately after supper. I was
upon the terrace under the tall chestnut-trees, and
wat%hed the setting sun,—I saw him sink for the
Iast time beneath this delightful valley and silént
stream, I had often visifed the sime spot with
Charlotte, and witnessed that glorious sight, and
now-—I was walking up and down the very avenue
which was so dear to mz. A Secret-sympathy had
frequently. drawn me thither, before I knew
Charlotte, and we were delighted when, in our
early acquaintance, we discoveréd that we each
loved the same spot, which is.indeed as romantic
as any that ever captivated the fancy of an
artist,

I had spent half an hour struggling between
the éonte_nding thoughts of going and returning,
when I heard them coming up the terrace, Iran
to meet them; I tzembled as I took her hand and
kissed it, As we reached thetop of the terrace,
the moon rose from behind the wooded hill,
We conversed on many subjects, and without
perceiving it, we approached the gloomy recess,

Charlotte entered and sat down, - Albert seated
himself brsiiiev’her;' 1 did the same, but my
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ngitation §id not suffer me-to remain Torkisedted,
-I. got_up, and .skoed. before her, then walked
‘backwards and forwards, and sat down again,
-1 was réstless and miseraple, Charlotte drew our
attention ‘to the beautiful effect of the moonhght
which threw a silver hue éver the terraﬂe, in fx ont
of us beyond the beech—trees Itr was 2 glorious
sight, and was rendered more strﬂung by the
:i_armess which surrounded..the spot whére we
were, We.remaindd for some fime silent, when
Charlotte observed: — ¢ Whenevet 1 walk by
moonlight, it brings to my remegnbrance ail my
baloved and departed friends, aﬁd I am filled
Twith! thousrhts of death and faturity, We shall
live again, ‘Werther!” She continued, with a
firm 7ot feeh'ﬁg voice; “but shall we know on2
_another again—what do you think, what do you
‘say?”?

- “Charlotte!" "1 said, as.{ took Her Hand in
mine, and my eyes filled w1th tears, ‘we shall sea
each- other - ‘wgam—-here -and -hereafter we shail
meet__ agam ’7 I could say no more, Wh,,
V”\’u]helm should she put this' questlon to me, just
&t fhe.moment when ~the fear. of--our- cruel
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separation filled my heart?

“Andoh! Dypthose depatted ones know how
we are employed here, do they know when we are
wall and happy, do they know when we recall their
memories with the fondest love? In the silent
hour of evening the shade of my mother hovers
round me; when seated in the midst of my children,
1 see them assembled near me as they used to
assemble near her! And then I raise my anxious
eyes to heaven, and wish she éould iook down upon
us and witness how I fulfi! the promise I made to
her in her last moments, to be a mother to her
children, With what emotion do I then exclaim,
“Pardon, dearest of mothers, pardon me, if Ido
not adequately supply your place. Alas! I do
my utmost; they are clothed and fed, and still
better, they arve loved and educated, Could you
but see, sweet saint! the peace and barmony
thé{: dwells amongst us, vou would glorify God
with the warmest feelings of gratitude, to whom,
in your last hour you addressed such fefveént

prayers for our. happiness,?”

_ Thus dldshe express herself, but 0! Wilhelm,
who - ecan-do Justxce to .her language,  how ean
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vold and passionless words zonvey the heavenly
-expressions of the spirft? "Albert inferrhipted her
gen’sly, “This affects.you too deeply, my degr
Chaﬂotte~ 1 know, your soul dwells on such
Yecolleetions with interise delight, but Timplore?
«Q, Albert,” she contimued, “I am sure you
do not forget the evenings when we three dsed to
sit at the little round table, when papa was absant,
and little ones had retired, You often had
a good book with you, but seldom read’ it; the
conversation of .that noble being was preferable
to everything—that beautiful, bright, gentle, and
et ever-toiling woman, CGed alone knows how I
have supplicated with tears on my nightly couch
that 1 might*'gé like her,”

1 threw myself af -her feet, and seizing i,
bedewed it w1th a thousand tears. “Charlotte!?
I exclaimed “God’s blessing and your mother’s
spirit are upon you.” «O} that you had known
her,”” she sald with a warm. . pressure ﬂf the hand;
“she was Worthy of bemg known to voa. DI
thought I should have fainted; never had I 1ece1vea
:pralse 30 ﬂattermg "She coni:mued #gnd yet
she was doomed to die in the fidwer of her youth,
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When Her youngest Child was S¢arcely six mionths
old, Her illneds was but short, bt she was ealm
and resgigned—and it was only for her chlldren,
especially the younuest ‘that £ha felt unhappy,
When her end drew nigh, sh? bade me bring them
to her, 1obeyed, the younger onas knew nothing
of thair approaching loss, while the elder ones
were quite overcome with grief, They &tood
around the bed, and she raised her fesble hands
to heaven, and ‘pfaieé ‘over them, then kigsing
them in turn, she dlsmlssed them and said to
me, ‘Be you a mother to them ?  Igave her my
hand,

“Albert! you ware in the room, §She beard
gome one moving, she inguired who it was, and
desiréd you to approach, She survéyéd us both
with a look of composure ard satisfaction
expressive of her conviction that we should be
hap;iy—-happy ‘with orne driother.” - Albert fell
upon her neck and kissed her, and exclaimed,
“We are so, and we shall be so,”’ Even the
composure of Albert was moved, and T was
exeited beyond expression,

“And such a béing,’” she contimied, “was te
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leave us, Werther ! Great, God, must we thus
part mth everythmg we hold‘deaL in.this world?
Nobody- felt this more acute‘y than the chlldren,‘
they .cried and lamented for a leng time after-
wairds, complammg that black men had carried
away. theu' dear -mammaﬁ"’
) Gharlottﬂ stood up. It aroused me, but I
continued sitting,- and’ heI(i her hand - #Let-us
0, she said; “1t %rows late,’” Sha attempted
o WItndraw_ her hand, I held it still, “We shall
see each other again,? 1 e%laﬁniéd-"‘-we shall>
1ecogmse each othﬁr und"*r every posmble cuange
I am gomg,” I contmued “gomg wﬂhngly, buz
shou}d T say for ever, parhaps T may not- keep
my wqid " Adieu, Charlotte! adien, - AIb@‘ta
we shall maet agaiu. “Ye . to-morrew, H
think,”” she anaWe“ed ‘with a srmle ‘I;o-morrow!
how I felt the word! Ah} she- hnﬂe'thoug}x_t,-
when she drew her hand away fro'n mm 'I“i}ey
wa]ked down the ‘avenve, I stood gazing’® gfthr
them in the moonlighg, I threw myseh upon-
the ground, and Wept 1 th'-\n sg"ang up, anu ran
out upon ths ’cerrace "and 55%,° dnded tha Shade
of s linden-brees, Bl white dugss gil's.apgsgr‘ailagf
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near the garden gate, 1 stretched out my arms,
and she vanighed, -
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BOOK oI

FEebruary 20#k.

God bless your, my dear friends, and may He
Zrant you that happiness which He denies to me!

¥ thank vou, Aibert, for having deceived me.
1 waited for the news that your wedding-day was
tixed, and I intended on that day, \yith solemnity,
%o take down Charloite’s proﬁlé from the wali,
and to bury it with some other papers I possess.
Wou are now united, and her pieture still remains
hero. Well, X % remain}? Why should it no#?
T know that I am still one of your society, that
1 still oceupy 2 wnlace uninjured in Charlotte’s
beart, thati 1 hold the second place therein, and
intend to keep it. O! I should become mad if she
could forget.—Albert! that thought is hell,
Farewell; Albert—farewell, angel of Heaven—.
farewsll, Charlotte!

-——ﬁ—
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Auguss 2158,

M3 sensations arve constantly ehanging,
Sometimes a happy prospect opens befowe me;
but, atas! it is'only for a moment, and then
when I am lost m reverie, ¥ eannot help saying
to myseif, “If Albert were to die?*—Yes, she would
become—and ¥ shouid be ——,” and so I pursae
a chimera, tili it leads me to the edge of a precipice
a& which 1 shadder.

‘When I pass through the same gate and walk
along the same road which first conducted me %o
Charlotte, my heart sinks within me at the change
that has sinee taken place, AlL, all, is alered!
No sentiment, no pulsation ¢f my heart & the
same,

September 3rd.

I sometimes cannot understand bow she can
Iove ancthex, how she dares lowe another, w}:en
I love nothing in this world so ecompletely, so
devotedly, as her, when I know only her, and
have no other possession than her in the
world.
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Beptember §¥i.

Charlotte had written 3 Ietter to hér husband
:n the country, where he was detained by business.
T commencett «My dearest love, retarn, as soén as
Ldssibie; 1 await you with.a thousand raptures.’’
A frien&, who arrived, brought word that, for
certain reasons, he could not return immediateiy.
Charlotie’s letfer was not forwcorded, and the
same evening it fell into my hands, 1 read it and
siniled. She asked the reason. “What i hravenly
treasure is imagination!”’ Iexclaimed; “I fancied
for & moment that this was written to me?”
She paused and sesmed dispiegsed. I was silent.

Sq‘f?émkber 6k

It cost me much to part with the bluz coat
which I wore the first time 1 danced with
Charlotte. Eut I could not possihly wear it any
lenger. But I have ordéred a'néw’one, precisely
si}nilar; even to the collar and slesves, as well as
a new -waistcoat and pa'htaiﬁons.

But it does not produce the same-effect-upon
me. I know not how it is; but I hope in time 1
shall like it better;
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September r2th.

She has been absent for some days. She went:
‘o meet Albert. To-day 1 visited her she rose to
' receive'me, and 1 kissed her hand most tenderly.

A capary at the moment Gew from a mirror
and settled upon her shoulder. “Here is a new
friend,”? sHe observed, while she made him parch
upon her hand; “he is a presant for the children,
“What a dear he is! Look at him! When I feed
him, he flutters with his wings, and peeks so
nicely. He kisses m2, too—only look!®?

She held the bird to her mouth, and he
pnessed her swest lips with s0 much fexvour, that
he sesmad to fes! th2 excess of bliss which he
enjoyed.

“He shall kiss you, too,”’ she added, ‘and then
she held the bird towards me. His liftle beak
moved from her mouth to mine, and the delightful
sensafion seemed like the forerunner. of the
sweetast bliss.

“A kiss,” I observed, “does not seem to
satlsfy him; he wishes. for food and Seems
dlsappointed by ‘these unsatisfactory endsar-
ments.’””  She then took some bread, ‘and fed him
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ont of her mouth:

I turned my head away. She.should not act
‘thus. She ougﬁt not to excite my imagination
with such displays of heavenly innocenée and
happiness{ nor awaken my heart from its
“slunibers, in which it dreams of the worthlessness
of life! And why not? Because she knows how
much 1 Io§e Ker—.

Octaber 19th.

Alas! the void—the fearful void, which I feel
in my bosom! Sometimes I think, if I could only
once—but once press her to my heart, this
‘dreadful void would be filled. *

Oczober 27th. Euvening

1 possess_ so much, but my love for her
absorbs it all; I possess so much, but without
her 1 have nothing.

October 30tk

One hundred times have I besn on the point
of .embracing her,. Heavens! what a torment it
is to see so much loveliness passing and repassing
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before us, and yet not dare to touch it! And to
touch is the most natural.of human instincts.
Do not children touch everything they seet --And
1]

November 8th.

Charlotte has reproved me for my excesses
with so much tenderness and goodness. I bave
lately drunk more wine than usual. “Don’t do
it1” she said; “think of Charlotie!” «Thirk
of youl!™ I answersd; “can such advice'be
necessary—ds I not ever think of you? And yet
mine aré-not thoughts; - you live within my soul,
This very mo¥ning I was sitting in the spet Where,
a few days ago, you descendad from the carfia:ge,
and——-* she immediately changed the subject,
to prevent me froim pursuing it further, - My dear
friend, my enérgies are all proﬁratei; she can do
with me Wwhat she.pleases.

November 21st.

. Shedoes not feel, she does not know, that she
-is preparing a poison which will destroy us both;
. and I drink deeply of the draught which is to
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prove my destruction;

Yesterday, when I took leave, she seized me:
by the hand and said, “Af:lcieu, dear Werther!?’
Dear Werther It was the first time she ever
called me dear; the sound sunk deep into my
heart, I have repeated it a huandred times, and
yestérday nig"ht, on going to bed, and talking to
mysalf of various thines, I suddenly said, “Good
xiight, dear Werther!?? I recollected myself and.
Jeughed.

November 24th

She is sensible of my sufferings. This
morning her look pierced my very soul. I found
her alone, and she was silent; she steadfasily
sirveyed me. I no longer saw in her face the
charms of beauty or the fire of geniug—these had.
disappeared, But I was affected by an expreassion
much more touching—a look of the despest
sympathy and ef the softest -pity. Why was 1
afraid to throw myself at herfeet? . Whydid I
not dare to {ake her in my arms, and answer her
by a thousand kissex? She had recourse to her
piano for relief, and in a low and sweet voige;
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accompanied tie music with delicious sounds.
Her lips never appeared so lovely; they seemed:
but just to open that they might imbigs the sweet
tones - which issued from the instrument, and
return the heavenly vibration from her lovely
mouth, Oh! who can express my -sensations?
1 was, quite overcome, and bending- down,
pronounced this vow; “Beautiful lips, which the
angels guard, never will ¥ seek to profane your
purity with a kiss.”” And yet my fﬁend, 0,1
wish —but my heart is darkened by doubt and
indecision—ecould I but taste felicity and thsn die
to expiate the sin. What simp

November 26th.

Oftentimes I say to myself, “Thou alone are
wretchad; all other mortals are happy-—none are
distressed like thee!’” Thenlread a péssage in
an ancient poet, and I seem to understand my own
beart. I have so much to endure! Have men
before me ever been so wretched?

November 30th.
I shall never be myself again!‘ Wherever I-
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g0, some fatality oceurs to distract me. . Hven
te-day-—-a]as, for our destiny! alas, for buman
nature !

Abont dinner-time I went to walk by the river
side, for I had no appetite. Iiverything sround
seamed glo%my; a cold and damp easterly wind
blew from the mountains, and black heavy elbuds
spread cver the plain, I observed a man at a
distanca in a tattered coat; he was wandering
among the rocks, and seemed £o be looking‘ for
plants. Wh:n I aporoached, he turned round at
the noise, and I saw that he had an interesiing
countenance, in which a setiled melancholy,
strongly marked by benevolence, formed the
principal feature. His long black hair was dividad,
and flowed over his shoulders. As his garb
betokensd a poeson of the lower order, 1 thpljlght
he would not take it ill if I inguired about his
busin'ess; and 1 therefore asked what he was
seeking for, He rephed with a dnep Slg'h tna“
he was looking for flowers and could fiind none.
“But it is not the season.’” I observed, with a
smile., “0Oh, there are so many flawers,”” he
answered, as he came nearer to me, “«In my
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garden, there are roses and honeysuckles of two
sorts: onz sort was given to me by my fathes;
they grow as plentifully as weads; 1 have bzen
looking for them these two days and eannot find
them, There are flowers above there, veilows,
blua, and red, agd qhgt centaury has a very preity
blossom; but T can find none of them.” [ obsarved
his peeuliarity, and therefore asked bim, with an
air of indifference, what he intended to do with
his flowers; A strange smile overspread his
countenance, Holding his finger to his mouth,
he expressad a hope that 1 would not betray him,
and he then informed me that he had promised
to gather a nosegay for his mistress. “That is
right,”? said L. “0,” he replied, “sha possesses
many other things as well; she is very rich.”
“And yet,” I continued, “she likes your
nosegays.”* “0, she has jewels and crowns!”?
he exclaimad. I asked who she was, “If the
States-General would but pay me,”' he added,
«J should ke quite another man.’ Alas! there was
a time when T was sovhapp>y, but that is past, and
I am now-.-,>” He raised his swimming eyes
to Heaven, “And you were happy onece?” 1
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ohserved.. “Ah, “would T were so still]”* was his
reply. “I was thep as gay and eontgnted as a
man can be.’? - An old woman, ‘who was coming
towards us, now ecalled out,” Henry, Henry!
where-are you? We have been looking for you
evarywhere: eome to dinnsr.”” ©Is he your son?”?
1 inguired, as I went towards her, “Yes," she
said, “ba is my poor, unfortunate son. The Lezd
has gent me a heavy affliction.”” 1askei whather
he had been long in this state. She answered,
¢he hag been as calra as he is at present for about
six . months. I thank Heaven ths: bz is so far
recovared; he was for one whole year quite raving,
and chained down in a madhouse. Now he injures
no one, but talks of nothing else than kings and
queens, e used to be a very good, quiet vouth,
and belped to maintain me; he wrote a very fine,
band; but ail ‘at once he became rﬁe}ancholy, was
seized with'a violent fever, grew distracted, and
is now as you see. If I were oily to tell you,
sir——? I interrupted her by asking whas period
it was in which he boasted of haviug bezn so
happy. “Poor boy!?’ she exclaimed, with a
smile of compassion,* he means the time whaen
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he was completely- deranged—a time he never
ceases to regret—when.he was.in the madhouse,
and unconsecious of everythmg,” I was thunder-
struck: 1 placed a piece of- money in her hand
and hastened away.

“You were happy!?” 1 exclaimed, as I
returned quickly -te -the town—“as gay "and
contented as a man can be!” God of Heaven!
and is this the destiny of man? Is he only happy
bafore he has aecquired ‘his reason, or after he
has lost ittt Unfortunate  being! and yet I
envy your fate—I envy the delusion to which you
are a victim. You go forth with joy to gather>
flowers for your princess—in winter—and grieve
when you can find none, and cannot understand
why they do not grow. But' I wander forth
without joy, without hope, without design, and
I return as I came. You fancy what a man you
would be if the States-General'paid you. Happy
mortal, who can ascribe your wretchedness to an
earthly cause! You do not know, you do not
feal, that in your own digtracted’ healt and
disordered brain, dwells the "source’ of that.
unf}ag;piness, which all the potentates on earth.
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sannof relieve,

“:Decembeér zstv

Wilkelm, the man about whom I wrote #d-
you—ihat man so enviable in his misf%r.tunes—-
was secretary’ to Charlotte’s fathigr, ¥nd an-
unhappy passion for her ‘which- he- é‘;\erishe& -
zoncealed, and at length dlscovered causod ~him-
to be dlsmlseed frem hu sxtuar:-mn Th;c; made
him mad, Tbmk whﬂst you peruse this plaxn
nar.&atmn what an impression the circiimstance
has made upon me.. But it was related to me
by Albert, thh as mueh calmness as you will
probably perusé it, -

Decembder k.

'T implote your attentlon. It is asi 0 'os: mth
me.‘: I:caﬁ sﬁﬁp‘er’s this state no ionger !' 'l‘a-aay
I was sitting, by Charlelte. - She was piaying
upon her ”piarlxo é‘ _xs'jz;zces_s,ion of delightful.
melot.}ies, with *such’ intsnse “expression! Her
little sigter “was dreasing ber doll upon my lap. .
The tears came into my eyes., I leaned dowsn,
and looked intently at her wedding ringe—my
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tears fell—immediately she began to play that
favourite, that. divine air, which has so often
enchanted me, Ifelt comfort from a recollection
of the past, of those bygone days when that air
was familiar to me, and then I reealled all the
sorrows and the disappointments which I had
since endured, I paced with hasty strides
through the room; my heart became convulsed
with painful emotions. At length I went up
to her, and with eagerness exclaimed, “For
Heaven’s sake, play that air no longer.”” She
stopped, and looked steadfastly at me. She then
said, with a smile, which sunk Qeep into my heart,
“Werther, you are ill; your dearest food is
distasteful to you. But go, I entreat you, and
endeavour to compose yourself,’ I tore myself
away. God, thou seest my torments, and wilt
end them!

Deccember 6sh,

How her image haunts me! Waking or
asleep, she fills my entire soul! Soon as I close
my eyes—here—in my brain, where all the nerves
of vision are concentrated, her dark eyes are
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imprinted. Here—I do not knew how to des-riba
it—but if T shut my eyes, hers are tmmediataly
before me; dark as abyss, they open upon me,
and absorb my senses,

THE EDITOR TO THE READER

it is a matter of extreme ragret that we
want original evidence of the last remarkable
days of our friend, and we are, therafore, obliged
to interrupt the prozress of bis correspondence,
and to supply the deficiency by a connsciad
narration.

i have felt it my duty > eoliect aceuraca
information from thz mouths of persons weli
"acquainted Witii) his histery. The story is
simple; and ?:I.H the accounts agree, cvcent in sema
unimportant partiegiarg, It is true that, with
respect tolthe characiers of the persons spoken

- of, opinions and judgments vary,

& *
& * %
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Upon one oceasion ve eniered the honse, and
inquiring for Charlottr. ho observed that the
inmates were in unusual confngion, The whlest
bov informed him that a dreadful mis{ortune
had occurred at Walheim—that a peazant bhad
baen murdered ! 1t this made little imprrssion
upon him. Entering the apartment, he found
Charlotte engaged reasoning with he- father,
who, in spite of his infirmiiy, insisied on goinx
4o the seene of the crims, in crder to insiitute sn
nquiry, The eriminal was unknown.—fhe victm
hat been found dead at his own dorr, fhab
morning. Cuspicions were excited; the murdered
man had been in the service of a widew, and the
person who had previously filled the situation
had bzen dismissed from har employment,

As soon as Werther heard this, he exclaimed
with great escitement, “Is it possible! I must
go to the spot—1I cannot delay a moment!?” He
hastened to Walheim; every ineident returned
vividly to his remembrance—and he entertained
not the slightest doubt that man was the
murderer to whom he had so ofter spoken, and
f2r whom he entertained so much regard.
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Ashe apmjcaahe;i the little inn, near to which
the whole village was assembled, there suddenly
arose a wildery, A troop of armed peasants was
sean aporoaching, and a general shout arcse that
the criminal had besn apprehended. Werther
Jooked, and was not long in doubt. The prisoner
was no cther than the servaht, who had been
formerly so attached to the widow.

“\What have you done, unfortunate mant”?
induired Werther, as he advanced tawards the
prisoner. The latter turned his eves upon him
insilence. 2nd then replied with perfect composure,
#*No cre will now marry her, and she will marry
no one.”’ The prisoner was secured in the inn,
and Werther 1t the place.

The mind of Werther was fearfully excited
by this sheeking ocsarrence. He ceased, howeaver,
to be oppressed by his usual feeling of melancholy,
merosen:ss, and indifference to everythipg that
passed around him. He entertained 2 strong
degrez of pity for the prisoner, and was, scized
with an indeseribable anxiety to savs him f{rom
his impending fate. He now became anxious to .

undertake his defencs, and commenced composing
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ar eisguent speach for ‘the -ceeasion; and -on his
wav 0 the hunting-lodee, he could n~t refrzin
from speaking aloud the statement which le
resoived to malke to the Judge,

Upon his arrival, he found Albert had besn
bef ~re him, and he was a little percizxed by s
meeting; but be soon recovered himself, and
expressed h:s opinion with mueh warimb. ¢ the
Judgs. Tlre latter shook his head deubtingly;
and although Werther urged his case with tle
utmost ez}, feaing, and determiratiin in defenf:e
of his client, vet, as we may easily suppiss, the
Judge was nct nuich inflyerce: by his apseal
On the contrary, he interrupted him in his
addre~s, reasoned with him seriously, and even
atministzred a rebuke £0 him for bescming the
advocate of a murceéver. He demont strated
that, according to this pr recedent, every law
migtt be violatad, and £1e pablic secarity atterly
dastrayed. lle added, moresver, that in such a
case he couldl Jimsell do nothing, withou
incurring the greatest responsibilits; that every-
thing must follow in the usual course, and pursue
the rary channel,
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Werther, however, did not abandon his
enterprise, and even besought the Judge-:to
eonnive at the flicht of the prisoner. But this
proposalwas peremptorily rejested. Atbert, who
had taken some part in the diseussion, erinnided
n opinion with the Judge. At this Werther
hacare errared, and took his leava in o722t anger,
after the Judge haf more than cnce assured him

hat the prisoner e~uld nvi be savedl

The excess of his grief at t:is assurasce may
be inferred from a note we have found amongst
his pzipers, and which was dovktless wwitten
upon this very occasion,

“UInhapp- being! you eannot be saved! I
see clearly that we cannot be saved!™

One fine evening in wintar, when the weather
seered inelined t> thaw, Charlotte and Albert
were refirning home together. The former
'}ooked‘ from time to time about her, as if she
missed Werther’s company. Albert Lezan o
speak of him, and censured him for his prejudices.
He alluded to his unfortunate attachment, and
wished it < were .possible :to- discontinze his
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dequaintance, I desire it on our own gccount,*
he adial, ‘ard I re.csst you will eompelled him
to alta: his depirtment sow : rds yau, and to visit
vou less frequeatly. The world is-conmsorious,
and I kn>w that here and tl.sre we ara spsken of.”’
Charlstte made no raoly, and Alkert sesmed o
feel her silence. At least, from that fime, he
never again spoke of Werther, and when she
introduced the subject, be allowed theennversation
to dieaway, cr else he dirzcted the discourse into

another channel

The vain attempt Werther had made to
save pne un-a.pr murdersr was tie last Teeble
glimmering of a flame about to be extingunished.
Be sai: o' 4 immeliately afterwards into
state of glom and ;nactivit}, until he was at
Jlength brougnt to perfect tistraction by learning
that Le was to e summoned as a witness against
‘the prisoner, who asgerted his complete innocence.

A few letters which he left behind, and which
we nere subjoin, alford the iLest proofs of his
anxiety of mind and of the denth of his passion,
-as well as of his doubts and strugg}es and of his
weariness of life,

— G0 —



3

1

B, SHERERFEHERGEG, SR IeREN

!

JTRE RN RIS EEHR
R R AR ERNR I, 2, AR
AR, TR, BRRSERREErE
T MR SRR AR IR T ok, T R B RE A
BB FE S,

EFEERRA NN TERER AR, 2R
PRI MRS SR AR AR T, DA
&t AT A BT AR el SRR,
AR, B VRS EERENGEIB AR NE
PR ABEAEIAA T IESE AR

RPVEERPTHEAN, SMIETw%HE,
H DA MO SRR e v SR %
DRI NS, SRR,



December rath.

Dear Withelm! Iam reduced to the condition
of those unfortunate wretches who believe they
are pursued by an evil Spl'rft.- Somst}mes I am
oppressed—not by apprehension or fear— bug
by an inexpressible internal sansation, which
weighs upon my heart and impades my l-arga{h!
Then I wander forth at night, even lin th}'s
Tempestuous season, aad Yeel pleasure in surveying
&ae dreadiul scenes arcund re.

Yesterday evening I want forth. A rapid
thaw bhad suddenly set in; I had been informed
£hat the river had risen, that the brooks had all
overflowed o eir banks, and that the whole vale
of Walheim was under water! Upon the stroke
of twelve I hastened forth. I beheld a fearful
gight, The foaming torrents rolled from the
moonlight,—fields and meac.ows, treesand hedges,
were confounded together, and the entire valley
was converted int;o a deep lake, "which was
agitated by the roaring wind! - And when the
“moon shone forth and tinged the black clouds
with silver, and ‘the impetudus’ torréent at my
Heot, foamed and resounded with awful and grand
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impetuosity, ‘I was overcome by a mingied
sensation of apprehension and delight, With
extended arms I looked down into the yawning
abyes and cried ¢“Plunge!? For a moment my
senses forsook me, in the intense delight of ending
my sorrows and my sufferinzs by a plunge ints
that gulph! And then I felt as if T were rooted
to the carth, and ineapable of sesking an end to
my woes! But my hour is not yet come; I feel it
is not.

December 1 5th,

What is the matter with me, dear Wilhelm?
I am afraid of myself! Is not my love for her of
the purest, most holz, and most brotherly naturet
Has my soul ever been sullied by a single sensual
desire~—nbut I will maxe no protestations. This
night—1I tremble at the avowal—1I held her in my
arms, locked in a close embrace; I pressed her
to my bosom, and covered with countless
Kisses, those dear lips, which murmured in reply
soft protestations of love. My sight bacame
confused by the delicious intoxication of bher
eyes. Heavens! is it sinful to revel again in such
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happiness, to racall oneca more those rapturous
moments with intense delight? Charlotte!
Charlotte! Tamlost! My senses are bewildeved,
my raeollection is confused, mine eyes are bathed
in tears—1I am il}, and yet I am well—I wish for
nothing—I have no desires—it were batter I were
gone!

His appearance at length became quite
altered by the effect of his melancholy thoughts,
and his resolution was now finally and irrevoeably
taken, of which the following amliguous let!
which he addressad 4o his friend, r 15 appear to
afford some proof.

December 20tk

I am grateful to your love, Wilhalm, for
having repeatcd your advice so ssasoncbly. Yes,
you arz right; it is undoubtedly better that 1
should depart! But I do not entirely approva
your scheme of returning at once to sour
neighbourhood; at lsast, I should like {2 make
a little excursion on the way. particularly
as we may now expsct 2 continued frost, and

consequantly good roads. I am much pleasel
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with your intentien of coming t6 fetch me;- only
deiay your Journey for a 1°-’~?*‘f,mg t, and wait for
another letter from we, One should gather
niothing before it 1° rz;;e, and a fortnight sooner

r later makes a great difference. Untreat my
mother to pray for her son, and tell her I bes
her pardon for all the unhapriness 1 have
oceasioned her. It has ever bson my faie to give-
pain to those whose hﬂ”ti}iness I should have
promoted. Adieu, my dearest f“%nd ¥ Méy_
avery blessing of Heaven attend you! Farswall

The same day, which was the Stnday before
Christmas,. after Werther had wriften the Iast-
mentioned letier to his friemd, he ecawme in the
evening to Charlotte’s house, and found her alone,
"he was busy preparing ‘some littls gxfés for her
brothers and sisters, whichk wera to be distributed
o them on Christmas Day. Le besan talking of
the delight of the chiidren, and of that age when
ths sudden appéarww of the Cgarlstma;s:ééee,
dacorated with fruit and swee=meats, and Lghted
up with wax eandles, causes such transports of
joy. “You shall have 2 gift, too, if you behave
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wefl,” said Charlotte, hiding her emberrassment
under a sweet smile. “And what do you eall
behaving well? What should I do—what can I
do; my dear Charlotte,” said he. “Thursday
night,?? she answered, “is Christmas XEve; the
children are all to bz here, and my father, foo:
there is a present for each;—do you come likewise,
but do not come before that time.”? Werther
started. I desire you will not—it must be so,”?
she continzed. “I ask it of you as a favour—for
my own peace and tranquillity. We cannot go
on in this manner any longer.”” He turned away
-his face, walked hastily up and down the room,
mubtering indistinetly. “We cannot go on in this -
menner any longer!® Charlotte, sesing the
violent agitation into which these words had
thrown him, endeavoured to divert his thoughts
by different questions, but In vain. <No,
Charlotie!? he exelaimed, *1 will never seeyou
any more.”? “And why so??’ she answered; -“we
may—we must see each othsr agdin, only let it
be with more diseretion. O, why were you born
with that excessive, that ungovernable passion
for everything -that is dear %o yout’’ Then,-
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taking hjé hand, she said, “I entreat of you to he
frore Ealm; veur - taletts, your understending,
your genius, will furnish you with a thousand
resources. 13e a man, and conquer zn unhappy

ttachment towards. a crez'ure who. can do

»

nothing but pity ymi.” He bit his lips, and
looked at her with a gloomy counteance, She
coatinued to bold his hand. “Grant r-e but a
moment’s patienes, Werther,” sh2 said; «do you
not see that yon are deceiving vonsa'f,—that
you zre seekJ'pg vour destruction? Why must
you love me—me only, who belong to anoiher?
Ifear, I much faar, that it is only the immnogsihlity
of possessing me which makes your desire for
me so streng.”’ He drew back his kond, whilss
he surveyed hor with a wild and anory Iook. “'Tis
well,?? b2 exclaimed, “tis very weli; did not Albert
furnish you with this reflestion?—it is profound,
a veéy profound remark.”” #“A reflaction that
any one might easily make,”’ she answered; “and
is there not a woman in the whole world, who is
at libarty, and has the powsr to make you happy?
Conquer yourself, look for such a being, and

believe me »\'rhénl sé& that you will cartainly And
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her. I have Jong felt for you, and for us all; you
have confined yourself too long within the limits
of too narrow a circle. Conquer yourself; make
an effort, a short journey will be of servies to
you. Seek and find an objeet worthy of your love;
then veturrn %?i*:her, and let us ernjoy together all
2 h: poiness v vhe most perfect friegndship,”’
“Thkis speech,’’ replied Werther, with a cold
smile—¢ this speech shouid be prinied, for the
benelt of all seachers., Iy dear Charlolte, allow
me but short time longer, and all +will b2 well”
#But, however, Werther,” she added, “do not
come acain before Christmas.)? Hz2 was aboug
to make some answir, when Albert came in.
They saiuted each other coldy, and with mutnal
embarrassment paced up and down the room.
Werther made some common remarkes; Albert
did the same; and their conversation soon droppeéd,
Albert asked his wife about some houszhold
matiers,*and finding that his commissions were
not execuied, he used some expre‘ss‘ionsrv\{hici;, to
Werther’s ear, savoured of extrsme harshaess.
He wished to go, but had not power to move;
and in this sitnation he remained- il eight
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o’elock, his uneasiness and discontent eontinually
increasing. A% length the cloth was laid for
supper, and he took up his hat and stick, Albert
invited him to remain, but Werther, fancying
thet h» was merely paying 2 formal compliment,
than..eé% him ecoldly, and left the house.

Werther returned home, took the eandle from
his servans, and retired to his room alone. He
talked for sowe time with great earnestness to
himse’f, wept alous, walked In a state ofu'great
excitemment through his ehamber, till at leugth,
without undressiizg, he threw himself on tha bed,
whare he was found by his servant at eleven
o’clock, when the latier ventured to enler the
room and take off his boots. Werther did not
prevent him, but forbade him t6 come in” ths
morning till he should ring.

On Monday morning, the 2lst of December,
he wrote the following letter to Charlotte, which
was found, sealed, on his bureau after his
death, and was given to her.. I shall insert
it in fragments, as it appears, from several
‘eirenmstances, te have been' written ini- thdt
manner.
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“It is all over, Charlotte, I am resolved to
fie! I make this declaraticn deliberately and
coolly, without any rcmantic passion, on this
morning of the day whan I am to see you for the
last time. Af the moment you read these lines,
O best of women! the cold grave will hold the
fnanimate remains of that restless and unhappy
being who, .in-tha last moments of his existence,
khow no pleazure so great as that of eonversiné:
with you. ¥ bave [-)&SS’Sd a dreadful night, or
rather let me say, a propitious one, for it has
given me resoiutién--it has fixed my purpose.
I am r:>solved to die. When I tore myself from
you vesterday, my. sensss were in tumult and
disorder; my heart was oppressed, hope and
pleasure had fled from me for ever, and a
petrifying cold had seizgd' my wretched being.
I could searcely reachr my room. I threw 'n‘xyself
on my kness, and Heaven, for the last time,
granted me the consolation -of shedding tears.
A thousand ideas, -a j:‘housand schemes -arose
within my soul; till at.length one last, fixed, final
thought took possession of my heart. It was
to die. I lay down to rest, and in the mornii:'ig
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~-in the quite hour of awakening, the same
determination was upon me., Tedie! If is not
despai;g_hit is conviction that I have filled up the
meastire of my sufferings-—that I have reached
my appointed term, and that I must sacrifice
myself for thee, Yes, Charlotte, why should I
not avow it? One of us three must die—it shall

ke Werther., O beloved Charlotte! this heart,

excited by rage and fury, has often conceived the
horrid idea of murdering your husband—you-—
myself. The lot at length is cast! And in the
bright, quiet evenings of summer, when you
sometimss wander towards the mountains, let
your thoughts then turn to me; recollect how
often you have watched me coming to meetwyou
from the valley—then bend your eyes upon the
churchyard, which contains my grave, and by
the light of the setting sun, mark how the evening
bresze waves the tall grass which grow above
my tomb., I was calm when I began this leti:er,
but the recollection of those scenes make me
weep like a child.”

About tén in the morning, Werther called
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his sevvant, and Whilst'he was dressing, toki him
that in a few days he intended to set out upona
journey, and bade him therefore lay his clothes in
“order, and prepare them for packing ub, call in
all his accounts, fetch home the books he had lent,
and give two months pay to the giéérldependents
who  were accustomed to receive from him' a
weaekly allowance.

He breakfastedin hisvoom, and then mounted
his horse, and went to visit the steward, who
however was not at home. He walked pensively
in the garden, and seemed anxious to resew all
the ideas that were rost .painful to him,

He returned home about five o’clock, ordered
his servant to kesp up his five, desired him to pack
his books and linen at the bottom of the trunk,
and to place his coats at the top. He then
appears to have mada the following addition to
his letter to Charlette.

“You do not expect me, You think I will
obey you, and not visit you agaia till GChristimas
Eve. O Charlotte, to-day o- never! On Christmas
Eve yocu will kold this paper in your hand; you .
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will tremble, and moisten it with your tears, I
will—I #oust! Oh, how havpy . I fee! fo.Dbe.
determined !”?

In the meantime Charlotte was in & gitizhle
state of mind. After her Iast conversation with
‘Werther, she found how painful it would be to

hevself to decline his visits, ard knew how
severely he would suffer from thei: separation.

She had mentioned casually, in conversation
with Albert that Werther would not return
before Christicas Fve; snd soon afisrwards,
Albert rode over t0 a person in the nelzhbour-
hood, with whom he had some business to,
transact, which would detain him from home all
night,

Charlotte was sitting alone. None of her
family were near, and she abandoned herself to
the reflections which sileatly took possessio}x
of her mind. She was eternally united to a
husband whose love and fidelity she had proved,
to whom she was hesrtily ﬂevoted, and whe
seemed to be z special gift from Heaven to insure
her happiness. On theu cther hand, Werther
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had become dear to har; from the very first hour
of their acquainténce, there was a cordial
unanimity of sentiment between them, and their
leng asscciation and repeated interviews had
made zn indelible impression upon her heart.
She had been aceustomed to ¢ommunicate to him
every thougzhi and fecling which interested her,
and bis absence threatened 4o open a void in her
existence which it migh npossible to fill.
How beonrtily she wished thac she might convert
him into a brother—that she could induce him to
marry an: of her own friends—or.that she could
re-csinblish his intimacy with Albart.

She passed all her intimate friends in review
before her mind, but found something objection-
able in each, ard could decide upon none to whom
she would consent to give him,

Amid all these considera’gionsshe felt deeply
but indistinctly that her ownreal but unexiaresée&‘
wish was to retgin him {or herself.

It was now half-past six o’clock, and she
heard Werther’s step upon the stairs; she
immediately recognised his voice, inguiring:if she
was at home. Her heart beat -?.udibly at .his

— 13 —



BIRA — R MDA R T, TTZEAN
PR E R S A TR W IS EN R R
rhm@gﬁ%mm@m%eﬁgﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁm,
B R AR, S T B
RIZeHE . AT DA S S I R V56
—— BB S — LA
ST EE AR,

B EMP BB MR BN, B8
EEAASERERANT, H—BALTUR

EEA .

SR SR PRI, (B, TS
BEER SRS O RIRRREIL A C .
R M D AR 48 )
S FALRES , B B A5 JU 7T DR B 5
BB — SIS, IR EE T 5



arrival, It was too late fo deny herself, and, as
he entered, she exclaimpd, with a sort of
ill-eoncealed confusion, ‘“Yo}z have not'kept your
werd,”'  “1 did not promise anything,”” he
answei*ed. “3ut you should have complied at
least for my sake,?’ she continued. ¢I implors it
of ymﬁ, for both our sakes,”

She searzely knew what she said or what she
did, ard sang for some one of her female friends,
that she might not be left alone with Werther.
He placed some books down, which he had
brought with him, then made inguiries alout
some othars, until she began to hope that her
friends m'ht shortly arrive, entertaining at the
samz time a desire that they might ramain
away.

At one moment she felt anxious that the
sesvant should remain in the adicining reom,
then she wished @ifferently., Werther meanwhile
walked - impatiently .bagkwards end. forwards.
Sha went to ti e piano, and dete::mned net to
retire, She then eolletted her thoughts and sat
gown quetiy at Werthnr’s side, Who had taken
his usharl p‘ace uoon the sofa.
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“Have you brought nothing to read?’’ she
inguired: He'had notrhiﬁg‘. “There is my drawer,”’
#he continued; “you will find your own translation
of sorie of the songs of Ossian. I have not yet
read them, as I have still hoped to hear you recite
them; buk for some time past I have not been able
to accomplvish such.a wish,” He smiled, and
went to fetch the rganuscript, and with a shudder
he took it uy. He sat down, and with eyes
swimming in tears, he began to read. After
some time he came to those affecting lines,
wherein Armin mourns the loss of his beloved
child.

A torrent of tears which streamed from
Charlotte's eves, and gave relief to her bursting
heart, stopped Werther’s recitation. He threw
down the book, seized her hand, and wept
bitterly. Charlotte leaned upon her hand, and
bagried her face in her handkerchief s the agitation
of both was excessive, They felt that their

own fate was ‘pictured in the misfortunness of
Ossian’s heroes—they felt this together, and
their tears redoubled. Werther supported his
fosehead on Charlotte’s arm; she trembled, she



DR BT BRI AT e Wl AT
&ﬁ%aﬁ&ﬁﬁhﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂéﬁﬁ?ﬁ,lﬁfrﬁ?mﬁ%ﬁ:E
BRI, TORR CE, BARGAE
BB R T P O, TR B i S T
22, D B T R T T
A SR A RIRBAR R T o RO ALET T 7
Pt S S A B0 B T L BB AT Fo

AREFER PR EA—HRE, S5
PRGN T R R T AN
BT, LR B RE R T, SR
B A BRI 10
BT ATEAME R S ER S GRS
[T R B, PRI
T S A R A SR SR TR 5
SRR, SR, RLERREEEER



wished to be gone, but sorrow and sympathy lay
Iike o '2aden welzht upon her soul; She recovered)
herself shoitly, and begged Werther. With
broken sobs, to leave her—imglored “him witﬁ
the utaost exrnestuess to comply with her
request. Ie trembled; his heart was ready”tol
burst: thea $aking up the book again, he
recommencad r2aéing. in a voice broken by sobs.
The whole force of the words fell upon the
unfortunate Werther. Fuld of despair he_threw
himseif at Caoarlotie’s feet, seized” her Eands
and vrassad them to his eyes and to his forehead.
And aporehension of his ;?a,al nr oject“ now
strueix her roy the first time. Her senses were
bewildered; s%2 held his hands, pressed them to
her bosom; and leaning ‘towards hirh, with
emotions of the tenderest pxt] her warm chnek
touched his. They lost sight of everythmg Tha
world disappeared from their eyes. He claspsd
her in his arms, strained her to his bosom, and
covered her trembling lips with passionate kisses.”
“Werther !** she cried with a famt voice, turning
herself away—“Werther!”” and with a fesbls
hand she pushed hum from her. -At longth,
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with the firm voice of virtue, she exclaimed,
s*Werther 1"’ He resisted not, but tearing himself
frem her arms, fell on his knees before her.
Charlotte roses and with disordered grief, in
mingled tones of love and resentment, she
exclaimed, “It is the last time, Werther !—you
shall never see me more!’’ then casting one last
tender look upon her unfortunate lover, she
rushed into the adjointing room, and locked the
door. Werther held out his arms, but did not
dare to detain her. He continued on the ground,
with his head resting on the sofa for half an hour,
till he heard a noise which brought him to his-
senses. The servant entered. He then walked
up and down the room, and-when he was again
left alone, he went to Charlotie’s door, andina
low voice said, “Chariotte, Charlotte! but one.
word more—one last adien!” She retirned no
answer. He stopped, and listened, and entreated
—but all was silent. At length he tore himeelf.
from the placé, crying, “Adien, Charlotte! adieu,
for ever!”

Werther ran to the gate of the town. The -
guards, who knew HKim, let him pass in silence,
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.The night was dark and stormy—it rained ang
snowed, He reached his own door about eleven.
His servant perceived, as he entered the house,
that he was without a hat, but did not venture
to say anything; and as he undressed his master,
he found that his clothes were wet. His hat was
found afterwards upon the point of a roeck which
overhangs the valley: and it is inconceivable how
he.could have climbed to the summit on such a
dark, tempestuous night without losing his life.

He retired to bed, and siept to a late hour.
The next morning his servant, upon being called
to bring his coffee, found him writing, He wag
adding what we here annex to Charlotte’s
letter,

“For the last, last time, I open these eyes.
Alas! they will behold the sun no more. It is
covered by a thick, impenetrable cloud., Yes,
Nature! put on mourning; your child, your friend,
your lover, draws near his end! This thought,
Charlotte! is without parallel, and yet it seems
like a mysterious dream, when I repeat-;nthis is
my last day! The last! Charlotfe, no word
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can adequately express this tHought! Th= last!
——To.day I stand erect, in all my strength—
to-morrow, cold and stark, I shali lie extended
upon the ground., To die! What is death? We
do but dream in our diseourse upoﬁ it. I have
seen mony human beings die, but so straitenad is
our feeble nature, we have no clear conception
of the teginning or the end of ocur existence. At
this moment I am my own—or rather I 2m thine
~—thine—my adored!~—and the next we are
varted - —severed — perhaps far ever! No,
Charlotte, no—how ecan I—how ean you be
annihilated? We exist. What is annihiiation?
A mere word, an umreaning socnd, that fixes no
impression on the mind. Death !—the grave 1—I
understand not the words.—Feorgive, O forgive
me! Yesterday—ah! that day should have bean
the last of my life. Thou angel I—for the first—
tirst time in my existencs, I {elt rapture glow
within my inmost scul. She loves, she loves me!
Still burns upon my lips the sacred fire they
received from thine, New torrehts of delight
overwhelm my soul. Forgive me, O forgive!

“I know that I was dear to you; I saw it in
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your., first mtranem" lock, knew it by tha ﬁrst
Dressure of your . "'aDJ. b»t when I was a ‘sent
from vou, when I saw AJ ert 2t your szdk, my
doubts and fears returned.””

“Do you remember the flovers 01 sent ~mé,
when at tha}: crowded ass2mbiy you couid neither
speak nor externd your hand {0 me. Half tie
night I was on my knees 'a\,fnarn thoze s wers, and
I resarded them as the 0--\1ms of youe love; but
those impressiops graw fa'nter, ani were .at
length effacyd,

s Bverything passes away; but a whole
eternity cculd nol extinguish the lving fame
wh'ch was vesterday kindled by your livs, and
which now burns within me. She Iowes mel
these arms have encireled her waisy; these,ligs‘
have trambled upon ners. She is mine! Yes,
C’“xaﬂutte, you are ’”une fcr aver .

“And what do uhey mean by saymg Albert is
your husband? "Ye may be so fof this world; an&
in jih's world itis a2 sin to love yoursi-tg wish %o
tear you from his embrace, Yes, itis a crime,
and I suffer the punishment—but I have enjoyed
thé full delight of iy sin. .1 have inbaled 4 halm
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thét has revived my soul. From this hour you
dre mine; yeu, Charlotte, you are mine! 1 go
before you. I go to my Father, and to vour
Father. I will pour out my sorrows before Him,
dnd He will give me comfort till you arrive.
Then willI ly to meet you. I will claim you and
remain in your eternal embrace, in the presence
of the Almighty,

“I do not dream; I do not rave. Drawing,
nearer to the grave, my perceptions become
clearer. We shall exist; we shall s3e each other
again; we shall behold your mother; I shall behold

her, and expose to her my inmost heart, Your
mother—your image!”?

Aboat eleven o'clock, Werther asked his
servant if Albert had returned. He answered,
“Yes;?? for he had seen him pass on horseback;

upon which Werther sent him the following note,
unsealed,

“Be 50 good as te lend me your pistols for a
journey: Adien:®
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Charlotte had slept little diiring the past
night, All her aprrehensicns were realised in
a way that she could neither forasee nor avoid,
Her blood boiled in her-veins, and a thonsand
painful sensations rent her -pure heart, Was it
the ardour of Werther’s passionate embraces
that she felt within her bosom? Was it anger
at his daring? Was it the sad comparison of her
present eondition with foy.:;fr'ler days of innocene>,
tranquiliity, and self-confidence? -How could sha
approach her husband, and confess a scene which
she had no reason to conceal, and which sh= vet
felt nevertheless unwilling to avow? Ther had
preservad so long a silence towards each other—
and should she be the first to break it by so
pnexpected a discovery?

Albert, upon -his raturn home, was raceived
by Charlotte with ill-eoncealed “"embarrassment.
¥Yle was himself out of humour, his business was
unfinished and he ﬁadﬂ:‘ius’t discovered that the
neighbouring eficial, with whom he bad to deal,
was an obstinate and narrow-minded personage.
Many things Had occurred to frritate’ him,

He inguired whether anything had happened
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M et

daring his a‘bsenee,’énu Chariotte hastily answefeé,‘
that Werther bhagd ‘been: there on the evening
previously. He then inguired for his letters and
received for answer, that several packages had
been left in his study. He thereupcn retired, and
Charlotte remainzd alone.

' The presence of the befng whom she loved
and honoured, produced a new impression upon
her heart. The recollection of his generosity,
his" kindness, and his affection, had calmed her
agitation; a secret impulse prompted her to
follow him; she took-h°r work and went to his
studv, as was often her custom, He was busily
employed in opening and reading his letters.
It semed as if the contents of some were
disagreeable, She asked soms questions; he gave
short answers, and sat down to write.

Several hours passzd over in this manner, and
Charlotte?s feelings become more and more
melancholy. . She felt the éxtreme difficulty of
exnlaining to her husband, under any circums-
tances, the weight that lay upon her heart, and
her depressic;n becan'aé”evéri ‘moment .greater,
in-proportion as she endeavoured to hide her
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grief and to donceal her tears.

The arrival of Werther’s servant -pceasioned
i°r the greatest embarrassment. He ;ga;vé Alberh
a note, which the latter coldly handegi to his wife,
saying, at the same time,  “Cive him the pistols.
I wish him g pleasant jou;‘ney,” he added, turning
t¢ the servamt, Tilese words fell upon Charlotte
like a thunderstroks; she rose from her seat, half
fainting, and unconscious 6f what she did. She
walked mechanically towards the wall, with a
trembiing hand took down the pistols, slowly
wiped off the dust from them, and would have
delayed Ionger, had not Albar hastensd her
moveraents by an impatient look. She then
delivared the fatal weapons to the servant,
without being able to utter a word. As soon asg
he had departed, she folded up her work, and
retired at once to her room, her heayt overcome
with the most fearful forsbodings. She antici-
pated some dreadful calamity,

‘When the s3rvant brought the vpistols to
‘Werther, the latter recgived'them UWi_th transports
of delight, upon hearing that Charlotté had given
them to him with hér own bhand, He ate some
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bread, drank some wine, sent his servant fo
dinner, and then sat down to write as follows:—

“They have been in your hands—you wiped
the dust f{rom them I kiss them a thousand
times—you have touched them. Yes, Heaven
favours my design—and you, Gharlotte; provide
me wish the fatal instruments. It was my desire
o reeeive my death from your hands, and my
wish is gratified. I have made inquiries of my
servant. You trembled when you gave him the
pistols, but you bade me no adieu, Wretched,
wretched that I am—not one farewell! How
could you shut your heart against me in that hour
which makes you mine for evert O Charlotte
ages cannot efface the impression—I feel you
cannot hate the man who so passionately loves
youl??

After dinner he called his servant, desired
him to finish the packing up, destroyed many
papers, and then went out fo pay some trifing
debts, He soon raturned home, then went out
again notwithstanding the rain, walked for some
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time in the Count’s garden and afterwards
proceceded farther nto the country., Towards
evening he came back onee more, and resumed
his writing.

«Wilhelm, I have for the last time bsheld the
mountains, the forests, and the sky. Farewelll
And you, my dearest mother, forgive me! Console
her, Wilhelm, God bless you! I have szttled all
my affairs! Faf:awell!  We shall mest again,
and be happier than ever,”

“I bave requited you, badly, Albert; but you
will forgive me. I have disturbed the peace of
gour home. I have sowed distrust between you.
Farewell! Iwillend all this wretchedness. And,
oh, that my death may render you happy!
Albert, Albert! make that angel happy, and the
blessing of Heaven be upon you!”’

He spent the rest of the evening in arranging
his papers; he tore and burned a great many;
others he sealed up, and directed to Wilhelm.
They contained soms detached thdughts and
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maxims, some of which I havs perused. At fen
o’clock he ordered his fireto be made up and a
bottle of wine to be brought to him. He then
dismissed his servant, whose room, as well as the
apartments of the rest of the family, was situated
in another part of ths house. The sarvant lay
down without undressing, that he might be the
sonner ready for his journey in the morning, his
master having informed him that the post-horses
wouid be at the door bzfore six o’clock.

“Past eleven o’clock! All is silent arouna
me, and my soul is ealm. I thank thee, O God,
ihat thou bestowsest strength and courage upon
me in these Ilast moments. I approach the
window, my dearest of friends, and through the
clouds, which are at this moment driven rapidly
along by the impetuous winds, I behold the stars
which illumine the eternal heavens! No, you
will not fall, celestial bodies! the hand of the
Almighty supports both you and me! I have
loocked for the last time upon the constellagion
of the Greater Bear; it is my favourite star; for
when I bade you farewell at night, Charlotte,
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and turned my steps from your door, it always
_s*hone,npor;'nge;\ - With what rapture hava.i at
times beheld it! How often have I i‘il‘n‘lbréd‘ it
with’ uphftsd hands to ‘Nitness my 1e1 lty'f’ und
even still-But what ob:ect is 'rher° Charl*tte.
which fails to summon up your image before me!
Do you not surround me on all s-fdes'z;- -And hav'e
1 not, like 2 child, {reasurad up every trifizs which
yoa have consecrated by your touch?

“Your profile, which was so dear to me, I
return to you, ard 1 pray you te preserve it.
Thousands of kisses have I imprinted upon it,
and a thousand times has it gladdenad my heart
on deparsing from, and returning to my home.

¢ have implored your father to protect my
remains. At the cormer of the chirchyard,
looking towards the field:, there are two
limetrees—thera I wish to lie. Your father can,
and doubtless wili, do thus much for his friend.
Implore it of him,. But perhaps pious Christians
will not chocse that their bodies should be buried
near the corpss of a poor unhappy wretch like
me, Then let me laid in some remote ifalley, or
pear the highway, where the priest and Levite
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Fuxy' bless tiemselves a6, thidy. pass by i totoh.
Whilst -fherSamariian -will.shed a.tear for.my
fate.

"'See, ‘Charlotte, I donot shuddér toalke tha
eoli and f2iat ey, frow which 1 shal:-drink the
draugh;; of death YO}H{ hagfl presen@:s.gg:hto me,
and 1'do not txemﬂle. "All all Ts TYow Cdi Iﬁ

the .wishes.and the hones Wi my:.??ﬁ?»eme e
fulfilled. Wlth cold FL.nﬂlnchlng hana J knock at

the brazen portals of death
#{‘wish,ICharlgtte; to behuried inthe dress I

wear at ‘pwsent- 1t has be°n Le‘ldeled sacred by

youy “thireh, ° I have ‘Beg ed thig fa\rour‘ ‘o% your
fai;haz‘. l\fiy &pmj: spaz 'S, apm{g\my seppl ,h;za-.1 ,m,I
do ﬂOu with my pockeus to be searzhed, The %ok

bf sk FIBRGA S WRICH [FoUwiing g, yauit osom

the. first..time. .1 saw.. you, s‘n:roundetix v ’che
Sl s S B s AR R L B AT
children !—O kiss them a thousa‘lti time f;or e,

and $eil: thr i ha fatel of | Ehatiitibhadpdy Ho58T.
& t.hmkilfﬁee bhﬁniplay}ng .areund-ine, hg\dear

TG Sy ol N FEEIUUR o.\.i =T 3AN

children! How warmly have I been attached
R B e SR S RN ST e
you;akt@gm@ssx}ola have I-found it o Ieavecyag

PERESNAPARE S 1 A R U X Y]

Ihls,_r ust be bur:ed with Je; it was 2
‘% j My a:.;‘.)—\t YR le\ gi ﬂf i; U‘E
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pres’egﬁr:)r; voii on my birthdas.  How eontisear
it a]l appear,sl Little .did I then thmk,j;hat I
shculd journey this road. But peaxsel‘ T pray
you, péacel

“They are 'Ioaded.-i-thg;e}oclg;s.trgkggfg;vxglief;
1 say amen.” Charlotte, Chariotte! Farewell,
favewell]”

A neighbour saw the flagsh, and heard the
réport of tho piskol; buit as everything rémdined
qudet, . e t‘wggl-;t mq{rin?}:e of .it, -

In ’rhe marnlng, ag sm o’clock ‘the servant
Went ihto Werthek’s rocm "with = Eandlé‘* e
folin®t his \master streched ‘wupon: the-flger,
welter ring in his blood, and the pzstols at his 51de.
He caHed he took’“hlm i H% al'r“ri‘s‘, it vabeivea
oS ianswer, ¥ife Wasimob: *y@gjgwte‘léﬁmet;ﬂ
The servant. xan for surggon, and then went to_

£étch Albert. CharTovhe Heabd ths Tighis Tots
tH8 bell; 4" dold shuddssseitad Hekl She wakeneds
her husband ,and, the; b’?th rose. The servantz,p
b‘ihed In ehféj “fa]terlé‘d’ ftq" ‘ih%‘“c‘i'reatﬂ’ilgi¢
D%, 51 JCRRETakts | Fel: TEhse R AN AL IR
fee.t,,
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When the surgeon came to the unfortunata
Werther, he was still Iying on the floor, ah8 {s
pulse beat, but his limbs were cold. The bullef,
entofiie tHoTorshdad, ovelTtboirib i 658, Thad
penetrated the skull. A vein was opened in his
right arm; the gféfé;&%aﬁhe;%ﬁd o stilk chnkidned”
to bLeath,ge.

Fr é%g e‘bIoo‘d whlch ﬁb\mﬁlfrbm ”t’m*chalr,
it couid bﬁ mferrPd that he had committed the

‘ i i‘ " ' ‘*H‘}:\k *
rash act sitbing’ 2t Bls birégd, an Yghay

ards.. fg_IL%pqn the_ﬂo@r.\ He iwas foynd,

t\\a—l‘\v'a T-A{JX NS N PR - LA
Ising on his back, near the wmdow. e was in

fylldress, aostume,”

The house, the ne;ghbourhood and the
whble’ itown,. was Immediately. 1n. " commotion,
Albert:'arrlvea. TheY ‘iad mld Werther on the
bédf ‘hﬂ Frend irs Bornd up;~ aﬁ&&e-ﬂéﬁ&s’ of
death was, upon _his face. His hmbs were

"\*' Rt EaciE Tt A
motlonless- “But” h‘é”sﬁl!“brea!‘l?he&‘“at oﬁe Tl 1=

staongly, ;then weaker~—hisdeath was momantly,
expected.

£ ¥7He St Fuunks mly jonS e loRe iR AL Finel

“Emllla Galotti?? lay open upen his hureau.
The -ld Plawardi habterads totde - Hoiva
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mtmmm RS TR
Fgpelaisln enhetr g the 2oy fs s

his dying friend amid a ﬁaod o* tears. His eldest

$Hais ‘ggﬁﬁ@fﬁgﬁﬂ B ch#God® 1@%@
Sc:;]f{%%{ 3-.1\ m.. I ; lﬁhvgg‘erviegf cm. = é&?s
by the bedsidz, and kissed his hand and face. The

La1d6RE oS Rel BT A ouflES, iuhaFiwas Bim till

she explred;aand evencihon henwps rempxed by

forr’e. A‘c twelve o’clock Werther breathed his

s ke dpFedanod 168 Jtae WG T - she
precautions he adopted, prevented a dzs{ﬁpggm;
and that night, a.t the hour of eleven, he eaused
Hhe. hody 6o bl dhtetred Ta- bhe ﬁ}a'cer:wmch
~Werther - had, gej¢cteft for -Himsait;
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