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This book is the story of the experience of a young
Chinese student who spent 10 years in the United States,
during which time he was graduated from the University
of Michigan. He received a Doctor of Philosophy degree
.at that institution in 1989 and afterward became a suc-
.cessful newspaper editor and a teacher at the University
-of Washington. Dr. Yang wrote his story originally for
the benefit of Chinese students going fo the United
-States to continue their education there. Believing that
Dr. Yang’s description of the United States scene Would
be of interest to many other Chinese as well, the United
States Information Service in China has reprinted in
this edition six chapters of the original publication,
leaving out portions applicable only to students going to
‘the U.S. Retained in this edition are the more general
observations which constitute a searching analysis of
American civilization and culture as seen by a -Chinese

writer.






CHAPTER ONE

THE LAND AND PEOPLE OF THE UNITED
STATES

A NEW NATION

HAT IS MOST characteristic of the United States?
There might be a hundred answers to this ques-
tion; one of them is that America is new, appallingly
new. The newness of America can be seen from hig-
torical chronology, but more obviously from personal
experience. The prominent American historian, James
Truslow Adams, who is now sixty-six years old, relates
that when he was twenty he frequently visited his great-
grandmother. At that time the old lady was ninety-gix,
but she still remembered that when she was twenty-five
vears old, John Adams and Thomas Jefferson died on
the same day. These two men, of course, were among
the creators of the Republic, drafters of the
Declaration of Independence. The lifetime of this
old lady had bridged two periods of American
history: the period of men who created the United
States, and the period of those who are still shaping it.
In fact, a hundred cities and a thousand towns that
now stand proudly in many parts of the country were
carved out of forests and wilderness by the fathers or
grandfathers of living Americans, or by living Amer-
icans themselves. Many a gray-beard can still point to
the crowded city sections and say to you, “Here were
once woods where we played.” Many an old farmer can
point to a corner of his field and say, “Once we dug
out a big stump here in order to transform a trackless

—_ 8 —



Meet the United States

wood into a fertile field.” Even many old Chinese and
old people from other parts of the world now living in
this country, may still picture for you their memories
of the New York of forty or fifty years ago when electric
wires and gas pipes erisscrossed in a messy fashion under
the ceiling; when the “self-coming” water system was an
expensive novelty at which one could only stare admir-
ingly; when many stores were kept open Sundays with
no chance of rest for the workers; when hawkers pushed
meat carts from door to door while flies gathered
around.

 GEOGRAPHICAL SETTING

This new country is a vast oblong piece of land,
with an area slightly exceeding 3,000,000 square miles,
which touches Canada on the north and Mexico on the
south. On the east is the Atlantic, on the west the
Pacific, and to the south is the broad Gulf of Mexico.
From the east to the west coast is about 3,000 miles,
and from the Canadian border to the Gulf of Mexico,
about 1,500 miles,

America’s topography may be described briefly as
follows: Near the coasts in the East and West are two
great mountain ranges, the Appalachians and the
Rockies, both leading from north to south. Between
them lies a bowl-shaped plain. Northeast of this plain
are the Great Lakes. In the middle flows the mighty
Mississippi which carries the water of its eight great
branches and numerous smaller streams southward into
the Gulf of Mexico. The area drained by the Missis-
sippi river system is the greatest fertile plain on earth.
Economically and in the matter of navigation it is ‘Ehe
American Yangtze. This great river bisects the eastern
one third of America from the western two thirds. East-
ward from the Mississippi and the Great Lakes an in-
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clined plain riges until it meets the slopes of the Appala-
chian Mountains. Farther east, along the Atlantic coast,
is a narrow strip of flat land and rolling hills. West-
ward from the Mississippi another great sloping plain
rises until it reaches the Rocky Mountains. The Rockies
extend from Alagska in the North to Mexico in the
South. They are known as the backbone of the con-
tinent. West of the Rockies the land slopes down, run-
ning into the hills and deserts of Idaho, Nevada, and
Arizona. Continuing the downward slope westward, we
find two minor ranges, the Sierra Nevada Range and
the Western Coastal Range, and between these, lies the
Central Valley of California.

The Northeast is the oldest and most highly indus-
trialized region. The plains’ section around the Great
Lakes, with Detroit and Chicago as its twin hearts beat-
ing strongly, has also attained a well-established indus-
trial position. Important new industries have grown up
in the South in the past two decades, and the war has
brought heavy industry to the great cities of the west
coast. Thus both the South and the West are develop-
ing into industrial regions. In the great mountain
ranges, of course, we find the concentration of mining
enterprises. The bread basket of America is in her
central plains. On the fertile plains directly south of
the Great Lakes is the endless corn belt. South of this
lies a long belt of corn and wheat and, farther south,
the great cotton belt. In the extreme south, a narrow
strip of coastal land of subtropical agriculture yields
such products as rice and fruit. West of the great
central plain we find a vast region of grazing land and
of irrigated crops, and on the southern California coast,
a most highly developed agricultural region devoted to
truck gardening, fruit, and mixed agriculfure.
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Meet the United States

- THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

The 135,000,000 Americans who inhabit and de-
‘velop the land described above do not come from one.
ancestral origin, but from a great diversity of nationali-
ties and cultures. Various sources have estimated that.
when the white man first settled in the original thirteen
colonies of the United States in 1507, there were about
300,000 to three-quarters of a million Indians, divided
into numerous tribes and hundreds of language groups..
Some of them hunted and some farmed, and their cul-
tural levels differed greatly. Some people believe that
the Indians are of Mongolian blood, and came from the
Asiatic mainland through Alaska, but this view awaits.
further proof.

When the English-speaking people first came to-
this country they settled along the east coast, cultivating
the land and trading fur with the Indians. Here they
built their thirteen little colonies. The Dutch also settled
in what we now know as New York, which went under-
English rule only as a result of war. Meanwhile the
French came down from Canada along the Great Lakes.
to the central plains, building villages and fortresses:
on the way. Some settled down and cultivated the land,
but most of them traded fur with the Indians. The:
Spanish had settled in Florida in 1565, and in what is
now New Mexico in 1598. By about 1700 they had com-.
menced to move northwestward into southern California.
In 1812 the main group of Russians came down from
Alaska to California where they settled and took up
fur-trading with the Indians. The Swiss and Swedes
also emigrated to the United States at a very early time.
The French in the Middle West and the Spanish in the
South and on the West coast pushed ahead, building up
their own empires. It is obvious that the origin of the
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Americans was a blended one even in the early period.
Only through wars and by purchase did these vast lands
pass into American hands. After the present American
borders were established in the middle of the nineteenth
century, America’s language, laws, and-customs grad-
ually became unified.

From the year of the Declaration of Independence
(1776) until 1820, the Europeans who migrated to the
United States—exclusive of imported slaves—totaled
250,000. These Europeans came mostly from England,
France, Germany, and other western European coun-
tries. After landing they moved westward, first engag-
ing in fur trade with the Indians, then clearing forests
and settling down to farming. About 1850, Germans,
Dutch, and Swedes went to the Middle West in large
numbers to clear the land and to farm. During the last
decade of the nineteenth century, multitudes of southern
and eastern Europeans flowed into the country, totaling
about half a million annually. Their national back-
grounds included Austrian, Italian, Polish, Hungarian,
Bohemian, Greek, Russian, and many others from smaller
countries. From the turn of the century to 1914, the
number gushing into the United States swelled to the
average of about a million annually. After this they
decreased, due to the World War, and in 1921, the
United States set up a quota system, putting definite
limits on immigration.

This account illustrates the complexity of the
American people. In 1940 those who were born outside
of the United States or born of alien parents numbered
34,500,000—more than a quarter of the American
population. In other words, one out of every four Amer-
icans possesses something of a foreign cultural back-
ground. Classified according to their own country of origin
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or that of their parents, we find the following figures:
5,240,000 Germans; 4,519,000 Italians; 2,911,000 Cana-
dians; 2,900,000 Poles; 2,611,000 Russians; 2,411,000
* Irish; 1,917,000 English; 1,300,000 Swedes; 1,216,000
Austriang; 1,000,000 Mexicans. Immigration of Chinese
laborers into this country has been stopped since 1882
so they now total only about 80,000 to 100,000. We find
in great American cities, sections called Little Germany,
Little Italy and Chinatown. In some states practically
an entire village or town is inhabitated by Germans,
Italians, or Dutch. Besides these diverse nationalities
are 13,000,000 Negroes, comprising almost one tenth of
the total population. Since the importation of Negro
slaves was prohibited by law early in the nineteenth
century, practically all of the present Negro population
has been born and raised in this country.

UNITY IN DIVERSITY

How can-a united nation arise in a country which is
larger than the European continent exclusive of Russia,
with a people of such diverse background and a history
80 short? If you ask an immigrant of any European
origin after he has spent ten years or at most after one
generation in this country, what his nationality is, both
fact and sentiment will lead him to answer that he is
an American, not a German or an Italian. And the age-
old blood feuds, long plaguing the diverse peoples of
Europe, seem to melt away among them here. Why is it?
There are numerous possible answers. For instance: early
in the colonial pericd the English brought to this country
a unified language, law and custom, and American politics
became stabilized scon after Independence. But there are
many other factors besides historical ones that deserve
our attention. First, those who migrated to the United
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States were possessed by a dream of independence, free-
dom, and an ambition to get ahead. They were mostly
poor Europeans who left behind them the oppressive class
system and risked everything to come to America. They
found here endless forests and prairies and boundless
resources, and they recognized this as a land where the
common man might build his own career. But they also
knew that if they.did not unite and struggle together to
secure freedom, this great opportunity might not long
remain theirs. In the early years of the United States,
all the European powers had their eyes on the American
continent as splendid material for empires, and a realiza-
tion of this danger was a powerful force impelling the
diverse races to become a united nation.

Next, while numerous races were cooperating to open
up a wild continent—all with the common dream of per-
sonal freedom and independence—tolerance gradually
became an American characteristic, It is true that when
colored races and new immigrants from KEurope first
arrived in this country they were frequently slighted and
were called Chinks, Wops and many other uncompli-
mentary names. But once the older American mingled
with them, except when there was a question of color,
they learned to live and cooperate with these seemingly
foreign peoples. However, America is not without her
minority problem. Racial prejudice can be encountered
almost anywhere in the country. The Negro problem is
still a very serious one. But, in general, tolerance of dif-
ferences is characteristic of Americans and you do not
find here the bloody feuds of generations which exist in
Europe. The vastness of America’s land and the rich-
ness of her opportunities have taught the American that
it is not necessary to kill one another for a ‘place in the
sun.,” This is another factor cohtributing to the broad-
mindedness and tolerance of Americans,

—_ 9 —



Meet the United States

The middle of the nineteenth century, when America’s
territory was expanding rapidly and when huge masses
of immigrants began to flood in, also saw vast improve-
ment in the railway system. The whole country was
carried away by great enthusiasm for railway building.
In three or four decades this huge area of 3,000,000 square
miles was covered by a dense net of railroads. A heavy
network of telegraph lines was also erected throughout
this vast land, binding together its every corner. These
railway and telegraph nets also bound together the poli-
tical, economic, and social litfe of the country. The advent
of the automobile brought a similarly rapid expansion
of the highway system. Early in the twentieth century,
when the tide of European immigration rose to the high
mark of about one million a year, the motor car, airplane,
and radio and other modern means of fast transportation
and communication also made their appearance, knitting
together the physical and psychological life of America.
Upon the completion of the railway and telegraph nets
there followed closely the record development of large-
scale commercial and industrial organizations penetrating
all barriers of space and race within the country, and
organizing peoples and economic activities of every de-
scription into huge closely cooperating units.

Another result of America’s large-scale production is
the standardization of American life. Identical articles
multiplied by machines by the tons, pour into the Ameri-
can market. Whether houses, streets, clothes, articles
for use in daily life or in music and art, all come under
the yoke of mechanical duplication. The philosophers
may deprecate this standardized life, but besides raising
America’s standard of living, this peculiar institution of
standardization has the effect of turning people of a great
diversity of national origins into standardized Americans.
In America where developments came so fast, where
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social organization is so complex and impersonal, the
.original economic and cultural differences of these diverse
veoples would undoubtedly be very hard to break down
without the pattern of standardized living which ensues
from mass production.

Probably of equal importance to the forces generated
by the new means of transportation and production, is
America’s universal and adult education whose develop-
ment coincided in time with the rising tide of immigra-
tion. What constitutes the real “melting pot” of the
Americans are the 240,000 schools together with the
numerous study groups, lecture gatherings, night schools,
and training classes. These institutions continuously
pour into the minds of the people of varied backgrounds
.2 unified point of view on life and a common conception
of political, social, and economic matters.

The organizing ability of the Americans is un-
doubtedly an important force in unifying their diverse
nationality background and vast area. We might almost
say that whenever three or four Americans are found
together they will establish an organization. Whether
in a big city or a humble town, we are bound to find
numerous organizations—business, professional, religious,
-cultural, civie, and political. Their variety covers the
entire length and breadth of social and economic life
from its broadest aspects to its most obscure corners.
The annual directory of New York’s charitable and social
organizations alone consists of three hundred to four
hundred pages, and untold numbers of organizations in
other fields have not been included. The more common
ones unite into state and even national systems. When-
ever an American thinks of a new idea, he will imme-
diately launch an organization for its promotion and
realization. One who does not join an organization will
find himself considered odd and will probably find it very
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difficult to get ahead in his own profession, however great:
his talent. This organizing mania is a powerful force
in increasing the individual’s contacts and in breaking
down racial barriers.

In spite of his tolerance of differences, the rapid
progress and national strength of his country have given
the American a strong national egocentricity, He thinks
America is the biggest and best country; that America
is an unsurpassed paradise, the richest and strongest
nation on earth. This attitude frequently makes Ameri-
cans speak of the foreigner in their midst with an
uncomplimentary note. We will not discuss here the.
right and wrong of this psychology but it has created
an atmosphere in which any foreign people, will be
rapidly absorbed in America’s main current. It forces
the foreign immigrant to forsake his own cultural back-
ground and to imitate the American mode of life with.
all the speed he can summon.

Finally, the rapid economic changes, together with:
weak class barriers, served as a cocktail shaker in which
the Americans constantly came into contact and mixed
with each other. Whenever news came that somewhere
there was good land, gold or oil available, people of
all backgrounds rushed forward and mingled with each
other in the real or imagined spot of fortune. There
might frequently be friction between nationalities in
such places but once the members of various nationalities:
came to know each other, if the question of color was.
not involved, they would unite and cooperate in facing
life in the wilderness. The rise and fall or the com-
bining of numerous business enterprises, and the con-
stantly changing economie situation—all force the
members of various races to change their places of
employment and to mix and cooperate with each other.
In the drama of fate, whoever gets the lucky number
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- will become a millionaire floating to the top, receiving
hero worship from the multitudes, and his national
origin does not make a particle of difference.

AMERICAN CHARACTERISTICS

The - forces mentioned above have not only unified
the people of numerous origing but have also produced
an American with distinet characteristics. How does
an American loock? In physical feature, you can never
describe him distinctly but you ean recognize him by his
individuality.* Let us take a few instances at random.
The American is boundlessly self-confident. After open-
ing up a wide continent in a little over a century, the
American thinks there is nothing in the world he can-
not do. After America’s entrance into World War II,
her leaders did not worry about lack of sufficient con-
fidence on the part of the people to carry out the gigantic
plans of armament production and man-power mobiliza-
tion, but that over-confidence might lead them into a
false sense of security. Lack of conﬁdencg never handi-
capped the Americans in the war.

The American is not merely confident but is am-
bitious and loves freedom and independence. He does
not submit to control by anyone except under the law.
Even when he is censured by the law he still waves his
civil liberty in his hand, meticulously questlonmg the
applicability of the law in his case. He hates a privileged
class, but hopes one day to “crash” into it. His concep-
tion of freedom makes him disregard convention and
follow his own inclination. That is one of the reasons
we find strange things of every description in this country.

In fact, the love of new and strange things is a char-
acteristic of the American. He is surrounded by gadgets

* Many ideas in this section are from James Truslow Adams’ The
American, N, Y. 1943.
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and ever-new toys. He will spend his last penny for
anything that will save his own or his wife’s labor, be
it a vacuum cleaner or a refrigerator. Whenever he sees
a new machine, a new house, or new furniture, if he
can afford it, he will scrap his old ones without
hesitation. He has little serious care for the past in
spite of the fact that he spends a great deal of money
to buy antiques. In a sense his life may be described
as an unceasing competition against his fellow men for
newness. '

The American ever seeks bigger and better oppor-
tunities. He is ever adventuring. He has little fear of
failure. If he fails, he will pick himself up and try again.
He rushes for land, for gold, for oil, for mines, hoping
to “hit it rich” at one stroke. That is typical of the first
American settler. Many people may return from such
adventures empty-handed but this does not daunt others
who hope for better luck. Today an American may have
a very good job, but if he thinks it is beneath his ability,
that there are better places elsewhere or if he quarrels
with his boss, he will lightly cast it aside. The casual
way in which an American throws away a job appalis
a foreign observer. It makes others feel that Americans
neglect too much the factor of safety and contentment,
but this constant job-changing is all in the order of the
day. For tranquillity he cares little. Perhaps there is
still a vast abundance of opportunity in American life
and there is little use for such small storekeeper cal-
culations. Wherever there is new opportunity, whether
in the arctic wastes or on top of the Himalaya Moun-
tains, there you will find an American. In many cases
he will not be doing the work to which he is accustomed
at home. Many a prominent American leader has tried
a great number of jobs before finally “making the grade.”
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The American loves to talk. When he meets some-
one, whether an old acquaintance or a total stranger,
he will ask questions on any subject. He has limitless
curiosity, especially regarding someone from a strange
land. He loves to brag about his country. But he is
astonishingly frank about America’s weaknesses, and as
long as you do not point out those weaknesses in such
a way as to hurt his pride, he will not try to hide them
from you. His love of talking is not limited to private
life but extends to public activities., In big cities and
small towns we find countless numbers of lecture gather-
ings, study and discussion groups, and other group
activities where there is a great deal of public speaking,
The number of participants is larger than we usually
find - in other countries. In America, lecturing—the
proper term for talking in public—has become quite a
lucrative specialized profession. Digging into one’s purse
in order to listen to someone talk is an American custom.
But we cannot characterize him as one who can only
bluff, because he is serious in putting his recommenda-
tions into practice. That Americans have built a new
civilization on an empty continent in so short a time is
an evidence of this

The vastness of America’s territory and the richness
of her opportunities have given the American a megalo-
mania. “Bigger and better’” is the American’s credo in
work and in life. A factory hiring the entire population
of a city, a business company extending its tentacles into
every corner of the globe, a ranch which requires hours
to cover by train, a forest that sprawls over hundreds
of square miles, a dam that generates electricity by
millions of kilowatts—all this represents the reality of
this credo. Even American jokes tend to be overstate-
ments.
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But this megalomania has not made the individual
American consider himself exclusively as superior and
everybody else in the world as inferior. In fact the
American is an amazingly good mixer in crowds. He is
very informal and has a healthy respect for others. This
informality may be seen in the fact that everybody calls
everybody else by his first name, dropping the “mister”
after knowing someone for a short time. We may be
quite amazed to hear college students occasionally calling
their teacher by his first name. In social life a young
person frequently addresses a much older person in this
way. When the President of the United States writes
to an important political leader, he not infrequently
addresses him by his first name. The common people,
in addressing an important official whom they know well,
often call him by his first name regardless of his age or
position. Such informality is an American trait quite
astonishing to many foreign observers.

Americans, from the middle class down, are very
strict about money matters in daily life or in social
activities, but are always ready to hand out pennies,
dimes or dollars to charity—a readiness seldom found out-
side the American border. This generosity is illustrated
in the following incident: One Friday when a group of
workers gathered in front of the office of a factory for
their weekly pay, one of them lost his check. A fellow
worker immediately took off his hat and passed it around,
yelling that this unfortunate man could not be permitted
to go home to his wife and children empty-handed. Hands
dug into pockets and one dollar and five dollar bills
showered into the hat. At the blink of an eye the hat
held far more bills than the lost pay check. If you work
in an American factory you may expect someone to come
to you every day or so for a contribution for a fellow
worker’s illness or for his wedding. We are already
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familiar with the big American contributions to feed war
or famine refugees wherever they are found, When
someone has made a fortune, giving contributions becomes
part of his business.

These are a few prominent characteristics of the
Americans. We cannot expect every American to con-
form to these standards; nevertheless they are the
qualities we will find most commonly among the Ameri-
can people. America is still new, her history short; the
American is still vibrant with energy. We do not yet
know what other characteristics the Americans will take
on in the future.
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CHAPTER TWO
THE BIRTH OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY

Like other countries in the Western Hemisphere, the
United States is a new state, created by Europeans. In
its early history the United States showed no particular
promise of becoming a great nation. Even now it is
not the largest country in this part of the world; both
Canada and Brazil are larger. Its historical background
is quite short compared with wmany others. When
Columbus discovered America in 1492, he did not dis-
cover what is now fthe United States but the Indies in
Central America. Even a hundred years later the center
of European settlement, exploitation and trade was still
in Central and South America. It was not until a century
after the discovery of America, when the sea power of
Spain had fallen, that the English-speaking people had
an opportunity to establish their colonies in the Western
Hemisphere. Only in 1607 did the first European settle-
ment, Jamestown, come into being within the borders of
the original thirteen colonies.

THE SEED OF FREEDOM

How did the United States forge ahead of other
American countries and become the great power she is
now? There is no categorical answer to this complex
question. But one of the leads undoubtedly lies in the
fact that the atmosphere of freedom released the potential
energy of every individual to open up the rich resources
of this wild continent. Let us examine briefly the em-
bryonic differences between colonies in the United States
and those in other countries of the Western Hemisphere
in the seventeenth century.
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The colonial policy of Spain and Portugal at that time
was “to occupy and to hold by force.” The main objec-
tive was to rule and to exploit the native population.
The people who migrated to American colonies under.
this policy had no freedom to govern themselves, but
were under the governor who was sent by the King.
What they got from their labor was largely taxed away
by the governor. They constantly struggled in poverty,
sweating for the rulers, unable to enjoy the fruits of
their own labor. When the colony was attacked by Indians
or pirates they relied largely upon the mercenaries under
the governor for protection. The people had no training
or organization for their own protection and the mer-
cenaries were quite detached from the local community
life. The people therefore had little initiative or incentive,
and the colonies naturally grew weak. The French
colonies in Canada did not differ greatly from those in
Central and South America.

But the English-speaking colonies, though established
with the same motive of creating wealth for the ruling
class in the mother country, are another story. Between
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, British sea-
adventurers wanted to establish colonies in America which
would be more prosperous and stronger than the Spanish
and Portuguese settlements. Their plan was to bring
British immigrants here, give them a degree of self-
government and freedom, and an opportunity to enjoy
a considerable portion of the fruits of their own labor.
Such people in peace time would be glad to work hard
to exploit the boundless land around them. When attack-
ed by enemies, they would protect with their lives their
families and the farms built by their own hands. So
when the first colony, Virginia, was established, the
people with property qualifications were given the right
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to elect an assembly. All other colonies established sub-
sequently had assemblies, although above the assembly
was the governor, sent by the King. ‘

Some of the colonies were not established by the
British government but by veluntary groups. In colonies
of this type, for example, Plymouth, the people enjoyed
a greater degree of democracy and freedom. Shortly
after the establishment of Jamestown, a group of
Pilgrims in England migrated to Holland to escape re-
ligious persecution. Here they enjoyed freedom of
worship but found it very difficult to earn a livelihood,
and especially difficult to secure proper education for
their children. So when the Pilgrims learned of a free
new world in America, they gathered together, borrowed
money from British merchants, and chartered two ships..
. One of the ships proved unseaworthy and was discarded
before the voyage. They started out from England for
Ameriea in 1620. On the ship which brought them over,
only one third of the passengers were Puritans and trouble
developed in regard to religious worship even before they
landed. -In order to maintain order and carry on group
life in a new land they met in the ecaptain’s cabin and
drew up a compact, which was signed by all the males
on board. As the name of the ship was the Mayflower,
the document was called the Mayflower Compact. It
consisted of only seven lines, briefly giving the procedure
for electing a governor annually and for conducting public
affairs in the tiny colony according to the will of the
people. This was not new in political theory but it
established the first completely democratic settlement in
America,

When the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth on the Mas-
sachusetts coast, they found no form of white man’s
government. During their first year in this new land,
" the people were unable to produce enough food for sub-
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sistence; life was extremely hard, and many became sick
and died. In the second year, the small patches of land
produced some crops. When these were harvested and
food stocked up for the cruel winter ahead, the colonists
gathered for a big feast to thank God and to relax their
tired bodies. This feast is still observed annually as
Thanksgiving Day. The people labored hard in the free
air of the new continent and within geveral years they
repaid every pence they had borrowed to come over.
Later, groups of a hundred or more people migrated
to this counfry in the same way. They crossed the
Atlantic in sailing vessels, picked out a good harbor on
the east coast in which to land, settled first along the
shore, and expanded inland when their population in-
creased. Once seftled on the shore, they would carve a
small clearing in the thick woods and would begin farm-
ing. They supplemented their food by hunting and
fishing. In several years a small settlement, sandwiched
between the forest and the sea, would gradually grow in
population and wealth. It did not merely. supply its own
subsistence but had some surplus to exchange for the
small luxuries of life from Europe and with older settle-
ments in the West Indies. As the people knew they could
enjoy the greater part of the fruits of their own labor,
everyone was glad to work hard. The number of immi-
grants increased; cleared land expanded, and the forests
retreated. An entire continent was conquered in this
way. So, settlements in this country, in its embryonie
stage, were strong, prosperous and full of morning-air
as compared with colonies elsewhere in the hemisphere,
In the old world of Europe, a person’s value was
measured by his class or social position, and the common
man had little dignity as an individual. A house or a
good piece of land was valued more highly than the life
of an individual. But in_the limitless wilderness of
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America where land and resources were plentiful, no
matter how common a man’s background, if he was willing
to sweat it ouf, clearing the trees and carving out his
own field, he could become a respected citizen. Thickly
populated Europe was a world in which man struggled
against man, but early America was a world in which
man struggled against nature. What was most precious
here wag not land or resources but man to develop them.
In the early days when techniques were simple, when
only muscles and henest labor were needed to develop
the land and resources, a man’s value did not depend
upon his birth but upon his ability., The dignity of labor,
the concept of freedom and equality, and a general
democratic atmosphere were thus born in the frontier life.

In this new world, created by the sweat and blood of
the common man, pecple’s attitudes differed greatly from
those in the old world. James Truslow Adams relates
that in England in those days the nobility was an object
of awe to the farmers. Tradition reports two incidents
which illustrate the contrasting attitude in this country.
Shortly after the establishment of Virginia, one of the farm-
ers called Lord Baltimore a liar to his face and threatened
to knock him down. One winter day the Governor of
Massachusetts was driving down a road flanked with high
drifts of snow, when he met two farmers in their wagon
coming from the opposite direction. The Governor ordered
them to turn out and let his carriage pass. The farmers
in turn told him to drive to one side and let them pass.
When the Governor unsheathed his sword, it was seized
and broken in two by the farmers.

Other countries in this hemisphere also had empty
land and frontiers but they did not have this atmosphere
of freedom, stimulating the latent energy of the people
to develop the new continent.-
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FEUDALISTIC INFLUENCES IN COLONIAL
AMERICA

The foregoing does not mean that America’s present
system of democracy developed smoothly and unimpeded
in this free atmosphere. From the point of view of the
ruling class in the colonies at that time, such incidents
as those described above were only expressions of the
unruliness of the frontiersmen—expressions not to be en-
couraged. For example, shortly after the establishment
of Plymouth, a Puritan by the name of Roger Williams
spoke out boldly against religious intolerance in the colony
and even criticized the English King. The adverse
atmosphere in which he found himself as a result, soon
caused him to leave Plymouth, and he wandered into
nearby Salem. There he continued his attack against
religious intolerance and, in addition, denounced the King
for stealing land from the Indians and selling it to the
white men. Such utterances, it was feared in the colony,
might bring on a long-threatened visit from His Majesty’s
warships. He was finally arrested, tried in Court, and
sentenced to be sent back to England for punishment. As
Williams was a good and respected man, the lenient judge,
instead of sending him back to England to be hanged for
his utterances againgt the King, banished him from the
colony. Thus Roger Williams wandered southward into.
the wilderness, where he built a log cabin and established
friendly relations with the Indians., Immigrants soon
joined his settlement and it eventually became Rhode
Island, the first American colony allowing complete free-
dom of worship.

Since at that time denouncing the King might bring
the death penalty, it is understandable that openly ad-
vocating democracy was anathema to the upper class. Con-
servatives in Europe felt that democracy would bring
about total destruction to law, order, property, and cul-
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ture, and regarded advocates of democracy as ruffians,
Even in the New World, anyone in a slightly favored posi-
tion considered democracy as a low-class term, to be
avoided in one’s own speech. Only such reckless elements
as Roger Williams dared to call themselves democrats.
Even at the time of the Revolution, few in the ranks were
bold enough openly to advocate democracy as a slogan to
arouse the people to fight for independence from Eng-
land. Neither the revolutionary Declaration of Inde.
pendence nor the state or national constitutions contained
the term democracy. Even the leftist leader, Thomas
Jefferson, avoided the word democracy in his public
addresses or documents, using it only occasionally in
private conversation. When it was needed, he used
republican in its stead. Not until the middle of the
nineteenth century did democracy wash off its low-class
connotation and become a word commanding respect and
dignity.

In addition to the antipathy to democracy, the politi-
cal and social structure of the colonies at that time was
coated with the color of feudalism. With the growth of
population and wealth on the east coast, the value of
America’s emptly land became more evident and the
English Crown and nobility became more interested in
the exploitation of the colonies. Selling American land
became an important source of income to defray the
expenses of Europe’s incessant wars and those incurred
in the wasteful social life of the nobility. By the time
the thirteen American colonies had been established,
British control of their finances had increased and vast
tracts of land on the new continent had been enclosed.
The days had passed when the colonists in Massachusetts
could elect their own governors. It is true that the
colonies continued to have assemblies, but these assem-
blies had become more and more a tool of the upper
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classes. The electorate was limited by property quali-
fications. Moreover all assembly legislation became
effective only with the approval of the governor, who was
sent by the King, and when it did not come into conflict
with any of the laws passed by the British Parliament,

Meanwhile class barriers in the colonial community
grew higher and higher. The governor, who had to be
a nobleman, was arrogant and would not speak even to
the rich merchants of the town, much less to the common
people. The merchants and plantation owners also had
their own social status. Their clothes and lives were
luxurious. Many Boston merchants owned indentured
servants. The only time when they would stop to shake
hands and talk with the common people was just before
election. Class barriers even invaded the sanctity of the
church, which advocates universal brotherhood, and people
entered it on Sunday in the order of their wealth and
social standing. The seats in many churches were classi-
fied according to the age, wealth, and social position of
its members. All these, however, were troubles among
free men. In the middle of the eighteenth century the
majority of the colonial population were indentured ser-
vants whose ranks were constantly being filled by new-
comers as soon as the old ones bought their freedom.
And below these indentured servants were the Negro
slaves whose day of freedom lay only in heaven.

Other conditions adverse to democracy which existed
in those days were the despotic patriarchal families, in
which the father was legally dictator of the family
wealth, and illiteracy. Since the common people had to
spend practically all their time clearing the land and in
other frontier tasks, they had little opportunity to seek
education. Even those who were literate had only a very
limited education, as we can see from the misspelled words
and ungrammatical sentences in the written records
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handed down from that time. According to the estimate
of Charles Beard, at the fime of the Revolution only about
twenty per cent of the population was literate. Even
more than sixty years after Independence, when the first
census was taken in 1840, only forty per cent of the
total population was found to be literate.

SEVEN YEARS OF HARDSHIP AND WAR
FOR FREEDOM

These feudalistic influences and backward conditions
could not, however, prevent the growth of democracy and
freedom bred in the frontier life. By the middle of
the eighteenth century, native-borm democratic forces
had come into direct conflict with the feudnlistic in-
fluences transplanted from Europe. The struggle first
took the form of an anti-British movement. Although
the merchants and plantation owners participated in this
movement, they had to take into account British protec-
tion, upon which they depended for their prestige and
privileged position. They demanded only increased power
for the colonial assemblies, reduction of financial
burdens, abolition of British control over colonial com-
merce and manufacturing, and other remedial measures,
In other words, they supported a compromise program
but were strongly against independence from the mother
country. For the growing democratic currents among
the common people in the colonies, which threatened
directly to overthrow the ruling class, they had nothing
but abhorrence. The wholehearted stand for complete
independence and democratic freedom came from the
common people. They demanded not merely indepen-
dence from England but freedom and equality in the
colonies, abolition of rule by the privileged class, and
an increase of the people’s influence in the government.

These two forces soon came into wide conflict. The
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influence of democracy had become deeply rooted and
widespread, and the British government was entirely
ignorant of the internal situafion in the colonies. Its
strong-arm methods eventually led to the Intolerable
Acts and then to the Boston Tea Party in 1775, preci-
pitating the Revolutionary War. But even after armed
conflict had broken out between the British forces and
the militia, the upper class and the revolutionary ele-
ments within the colonies comntinued their fight over
internal policies. The general trend finally led, in 1776,
to the Declaration of Independence, which raised the
battle cry, “all men are created equal,” based on the
political theory that the government derives its power
from the people. The die was cast. Not until then did
the upper class come over to the revolutionary camp—
only half willingly—and many of them continued to fight
against independence from the mother country. This
resulted in the persecution and exile of no less than
100,000 high Tories—a considerable proportion in view
of the fact that there were only some three million people
in the thirteen colonies.

But the colonies, shaken by revolutionary ecrises,
faced seven years of hardship and war before gaining
their independence and freedom. In those years of tears
and bloodshed, the thirteen colonies, with practically no
military preparation, fought an England which had
attained the status of the mistress of the seas, an Eng-
land with a well-organized and well-supplied army.
During the greater part of the war, the colonials were
chased around by the British forces. The American army
was almost shoeless; blood from the bare feet of the
soldiers stained the snow on their long treks. Their
clothes were worn to-a degree that made the onlooking
ladies blush. Finances were so limited that the officers
had-to borrow money on their personal credit in order
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to maintain the subsistence of their forces. The coast
was under complete blockade by the British men-of-war,
and there was little manufacturing industry in the
colonies. | Inflation plagued the entire land; the Con-
tinental Notes fell to one-thousandth of their original
value. There was practically no central government.
The Continental Congress, organized by representatives
of the thirteen states, had no direct power to tax or to
draft men. Within the country, the common people were
still fighting the loyalists, confiscating their property,
controlling their activities, and persecuting and exiling
the die-hards. But final victory was eventually won under
the determined leadership of Washington. It was won
through the persistence of the people and widespread re-
volutionary organizations, with increasing aid from
France, Spain, and other friendly European powers, and
also because of England’s necessity to defend her other
stakes. In the Treaty of Paris of 1783, the United States
was formally awarded its independence.

The American War of Independence created not
merely a new nation but the first successful kingless
democratic state on the globe., It was, moreover, an im-
portant social revolution, and its success greatly encour-
aged the French Revolution which came shortly after-
wards.

DRAFTING THE CONSTITUTION

Final independence ended seven years of suffering
and sacrifice but did not end the internal chaos. The
common people were still carrying on their fight with
the upper class for a larger share of political, social, and
economic power. The Continental Congress still had no
direct power to enforce law. The thirteen states were
like thirteen independent countries, each with its own
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revenue customs, law courts, and governmental structure.
With the ratification of the Articles of Confederation in
1781, the social and political chaos was even worse than
during the war. In 1786 a retired officer of the Revolu-
tionary Army, Daniel Shays, led five thousand poor farm-
ers in Masgzachusetts in armed rebellion against the
privileged class—a rebellion which was suppressed only
after months of bloodshed. Such conditions could not
go on. The common people demanded the continuance
of democracy, with the Continental Congress as it was.
The upper class, on the other hand, did not believe that
the uneducated masses could govern themselves by the
democratie procedures of proposal, discussion, and de-
cision by vote. Some of them according to reports even
cooked up schemes for a military dictatorship or mon-
archy. :

By this time Washington had retired to a quiet life
on his farm. But he received an increasing number of
reports on the movement to establish a military dictator-
ship, and letters urging him to become dictator or king.
Realizing the -necessity of a strong central government
to end internal strife and the danger of civil war, which
would threaten the very existence of the new-born Re-
public, he gave up his retired life. Together with other
creators of the Republic, Washington convened the Con-
tinental Congress, and in 1787 the Philadelphia Conven-
tion met. Washington worked four months during the
sweltering summer as Chairman of the Convention. In
this capacity he seldom spoke; when he did, it was to
attempt to bring the conflicting parties together in a
common agreement. When the Constitution was finally
drafted, although Washington was dissatisfied with many
of its articles, he nevertheless accepted the common deci-
sion and urged its adoption by the various states.
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The success of the Philadelphia Convention blew away
the dark clouds of military dictatorship and civil war.
That success, however, had not come with ease. Although
most of the fifty-five delegates met on a common ground
with the aim of building a strong central government,
their means of attaining this end were widely divergent.
Numerous proposals came up from the floor; clashes of
opinions and interests were sharp. Conflicts of rights
and privileges between the big states and the small states,
between the Southern agricultural interests and the
Northern commercial interests, and many others, almost
broke up the Convention more than once. Fortunately
most of the delegates realized the importance of main-
taining unity and when conflicts arose were willing to
compromise. Hence the Constitution contained many
compromises widely differing from the original proposals.
The primary objective of the Constitution was to create
a strong central government and put an end to internal
strife among the autonomous states. The Constitution
gave to the central government many powers formerly
belonging to the states, such as the power to coin money,
issue paper currency, levy tariffs, maintain troops and
warships, and conduct foreign affairs.

Having constituted a powerful central government,
the delegates feared it might become despotic if it fell
into the hands of unscrupulous parties. To prevent this
they devised the check-and-balance system, enabling the
legislative, administrative, and judiciary branches to watch
each other. Thus within Congress, the Senate and the
House can check each other in legislation. The President
possesses great independent power within the executive
branch, but this power is limited by Congress which can
enact laws and appropriate money. Members of the

. federal court enjoy life tenure, with power to determine
the legality of the action of the President and Congress.
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These judiciary members are appointed by the President
but they may be impeached and removed by Congress.
Thus the executive officials could no longer exercise un-
limited power according to their personal will, and no one
person in the executive, legislative, or judiciary branches
could seize the entire power of the government. The
Constitution was finally ratified by the necessary major-
ity of states, after a terrific struggle by the farmers who
regarded it as too favorable to the upper class.

MR. PRESIDENT OR HIS HIGHNESS?

In 1788, the Constitution went into effect and the
states unanimously elected George Washingtor as, the
first President of the United States. At that time the
Capital was in New York City and in April of the follow-
ing year, accompanied by a group of representatives from
Congress and a small cavalry detachment, Washington
rode from his residence in the city to the newly com-
pleted Federal Hall amidst the cheers of the street crowds.
On the steps facing the street he took the oath as the
first President. After the oath, the master of ceremonies
shouted to the street crowds below, “Long live Washing-
ton, the President of the United States.” The crowds
echoed the cry and the rest of the day in town was spent
in celebration. Thus the United States of North America,
which a century and a half later stands proudly among
mankind, stepped out on the high road of destiny amidst
a comparatively humble ceremony.

Looking all around the world in those days, one could
see only monarchial and despotic states. So when a coun-
try without a king was created, the people did not know
where to place the president or how to address him, Many
members of Congress recalled the luxurious and digni-
fied courts in England, France, and Spain, and felt that
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luxury and dignity were necessary in the government of
a state. They thought that when Washington received
Congress, he should stand on an elevated platform as
did the emperors and kings in Europe. Most congres-
sional members disagreed, maintaining the equality of
the President and the people, and that they should meet
on the same physical level. As to the title of the head of
state, some leaders thought that since in Europe the King
was called “His Majesty” and the Prince, “His Royal
Highness,” he should be addressed at least as “His High-
ness.” The general opinion among the Congressmen, how-
ever, was that the officials and the people were Ameri-
cans alike, and it was mnot necessary to call anyone “His
Highness.” Meanwhile people had started to address
Washington as “Mr. President,” and this title has been
used generally ever since.

On the fiftieth anniversary of the Declaration of
Independence, a speech was made to the effect that during
the Revolution the army had the complete political power
of the nation within its grasp but had not used it—a fact
deserving great admiration and respect. Among those
at the celebration was James Madison, who had
participated in the drafting of the Constitution and had
been in intimate touch with Washington. After the
address, Madison rose and said that the inevitable trend
toward democracy had existed even in the Revolu-
fionary days, and that Washington and his aides had
won the respect of the people for their loyalty to de-
mocracy as well as for their military achievements.
So strong was the democratic trend that Madison be-
lieved Washington could not have secured the crown
even if he had secretly sighed for it.

The strength of the democratic forces in this country
in those days is shown above. The American Revolu-
tion did not create the philosophy of democracy, but it
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did create the first modern state.in which democracy
could be put into practice, with a machinery provided
by the Constitution.

WASHINGTON’S ACHIEVEMENTS

One of the important contributions of the Amer-
ican Revolution to mankind was the fact that it was
not followed by a dictatorial government. Although
there have been many people’s revolutions in history,
the Roman Revolution produced a Caesar; the British
Revolution, a Cromwell; the French Revolution, a
Napoleon. Following revolution was dictatorship, and
dictatorship in turn bred revolution. The people
were chained in a vicious circle of revolution and
dictatorship, and their aims were sacrificed to the
ambitions of their leaders. The American Revolution
broké this vicious circle. After it, America escaped the
ugly fate of dictatorship and created a democratic gov-
ernment that has continued and developed down to this
day. B

The success of the Revolution, in spite of sharp
internal conflicts and in the absence of a strong central
government, may be ascribed to the determination
and persistence of the people and the willingness of
conflicting forces to compromise. But it was primarily
due to Washington’s leadership and devotion to the
law. After the Revolution he did not become a
Caesar, a Cromwell, or a Napolean. The ambition. of
these historic giants to usurp power was distasteful to
him, although he did not lack opportunities similar to
theirs. During the Revolution, Washington . twice
received dictatorial power from the Continental Con-
gress, but twice he returned it unimpaired. Many of
his aides wanted to rebel against Congress, and indeed
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it was frequently seriously at fault in regard to hand-
ling the military situation, but he remained loyal to
Congress and made no attempt to exceed his own legal
vower. When he was scolded by Congress, he merely
replied in satirical tones.

When Washington took office as the first President
he appointed Hamilton and Jefferson, leaders of two
enemy factions, to important posts in order to enable
both to have a voice in the affairs of the state. These
two leaders very frequently came into bitter conflict.
Washington first listened to the arguments of both sides
and then urged them to reconcile their differences to
avoid a crisis. Washington was a firm ruler but he
was also an honorable compromiser. He knew well the
conflicting interests of that time and was well acquainted
with the greed and ambitions of various individuals and
groups. His personal leaning may have been toward the
conservative faction but he never let his private senti-
ments interfere with the primary aim of building a
constitutional government and a unified ‘nation.

Washington decided to retire at the end of his
second term as President. In his Farewell Address, he
urged Congress to maintain government by law and in
national unity. He said that in human society conflict-
ing interests were inevitable, as were parties and fac-
tions, but that the American people should avoid ex-
tremes and violence which might break up the nation’s
unity, He repeatedly warned against sacrificing national
welfare to the ambitions of individuals or parties. These
principles, Washington had practiced while he was
leading the Revolution and during his two terms as
President.

Thus in spite of early feudalistic influence and back-
ward conditions, the democratic forces -among the
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American people in the thirteen colonies had initiated
the Revolutionary War. During seven long years of
suffering they had maintained a united front amidst
sharp internal conflicts until final victory had been won.
In the postwar years, despite dangerous internal frie-
tions, America was able to escape the evils of dictator-
ship or monarchy, and created the Constitution which
laid the foundation for the development of democracy.
In all these great historic processes we can see clearly
the contribution of Washington.
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CHAPTER THREE

THE RIGHTS OF MAN UNDER
THE CONSTITUTION

AMERICAN CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT

When Washington opened up the first page of
America’s national government, he found not merely the
absence of king or dictator but a strange new system
of democratic constitutional government. We may say
that, in brief, American constitutional government in-
volves the following principles: 1) The final power of
the government lies in the people, not in a king or any
party or class; 2) the people decide the supreme law of
the land through a procedure of proposal, discussion, and
decision by representatives of their own choice; 3) they
reserve certain fundamental rights, not entrusting them
to the government; 4) elected officials exercise limited
power within a limited time, at the end of which time
their record must be reviewed by the people who decide
at the polls whether the officials shall go or stay; 5) the
people exercise their right to vote on the basis of equality,
each person having only one vote. These are the princi-
ples for which Americans fought and gave their lives
during the Revolution. But in addition to establishing
these principles of government, they also forced into the
Constitution important guarantees of the rights of men.

Foremost among these guarantees is the writ of
habeas corpus. Under this, when any governmental
agency legally arrests a law violator, the latter must
receive a fair trial promptly. If the defendant is illegally
held without a trial, he or his interested friends or
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relatives can obtain a writ of habeas corpus from any
court, and with this writ demand his release or prompt
trial. The illegal arrest and detainment of innocent
citizens has been a nightmare to people hv1ng under des-
potic government.

According to the Constitution, except in the case of
the impeachment of an official, anyone accused of violat-.
ing a federal law must be given a trial by jury, which
must take place in the state where the ‘crime was com-
mitted. Under the jury system citizens of good reputa-
tion and sound character are selected from local com-
munities to serve on the jury. In the trial of each case,
a certain number of these selected citizens sit in the
jury box to hear the arguments and evidence from both
sides. At the end of the trial, the jurors retire to the
jury room to discuss the evidence presented by both
sides, interpreting it in the light of conditions existing
in their local life. They arrive at a verdict by vote, and
also have the right to recommend the degree of punish-
ment. The judge will, according to their decision, either
release the innocent or administer the bitter medicine.
This system does away with many frightening injustices
doled out by excited and violent judges, and gives the
defendant a fairer trial. It also gives the people an
opportunity to participate directly in the execution of
the law, making them feel that theirs is a people’s
government and the law is truly an instrument for their
protection.

The Constitution gives a defendant the right to
counsel. If he is too poor to hire a lawyer, the court
must provide legal counseling for him. Moreover the
Constitution prohibits excessive bail. Until he is proven
guilty, the defendant is considered innocent and is mot
subject to treatment as a criminal. Thus an innocent
person will have full opportunity to prove his innocence.
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Even if he is proven guilty of violating the law, the Con-
stitution prohibits the imposition of unusual punishment.

The definition of the crime of treason is strictly in-
terpreted under the American Constitution, being limited
to an act of war upon the government or assisting the
nation’s enemy. A further requirement is at least two
witnesses or a confession in open court before the verdict
of treason can be imposed. At the time the Constitution
was being drafted, the word treason was worse than a
nightmare to the people of Europe because treason meant
an offense against the power of the ruler. If the gov-
ernment were allowed to define treason any way it
wished, then the slightest criticism of the government
could be considered an act of treason and the victim
could be secretly arrested and tried without an oppor-
tunity to face his accuser.

Furthermore, the Constltutlon forbids Congress to
pass any attainder or any post facto law. At the pre-
sent time these guarantees may not appear very revolu-
tionary. But in 1787 when the Constitution was being
cast, the Old World of Europe was wrapped in a black
mist of despotic government and the practices of despot-
ism, which were ruled out by the Constitution, were
still vivid in the eyes of the delegates attending the
Philadelphia Convention. They included these guaran-
tees so that these age-old evils would not take root and
generate their ancient poison in the New World. Since
then, there have been many amendments to the Constitu-
tion to make it more democratic. )

However good a constitution may be, if it is not
observed strictly by the leaders and people, it is only
magnificence on paper. While we do find unconstitu-
tional acts in the history of the United States, it is gen-
erally true that in the past century and a half, the Con-
stitution has been respected by American leaders and
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people alike, as the fundamental rule in the game of
politics. When certain aspects of the Constitution no
longer meet a new situation in a new age, they take steps
to revise it; they do not carelessly violate it. This is
the chief reason why constitutional government still
stands solidly in this country after many dangerous and
crucial moments,

The most critical test of America’s constitutional
government as well as of her national unity was the
Civil War of 1861—1865. The scale of this war was one
of the largest in history up to that time, and it raged
for four long tortuous years. The South had the initial
advantage of brilliant generalship, as well as other
advantages. But even amidst his greatest difficulties,
President Lincoln clung tenaciously to his constitutional
position, and until armed conflict broke out he tried
every peaceful means to maintain unity. Not until the
Southern troops fired on the government garrison did he
use his constitutional authority to suppress the rebellion
by force. Even during the conflict he did his utmost to
avoid sacrificing constitutional government for the sake
of expediency.

While the war was raging, Lincoln had to deal not
only-with the Southern troops but with the dissenting ele-
ments who utilized their constitutional rights to under-
mine his political position and hamper the military opera-
tions of the North. In Lincoln’s own Republican party
there was a radical faction which accused him of un-
necessarily lengthening the war, They urged him strong-
ly, for the sake of more efficient prosecution of the war,
to nullify the Constitution temporarily and suppress all
dissension in the rear. In fact there was considerable
pressure on Lincoln to seize. dictatorial power. But he
stood unmoved. He did not dismiss Congress nor did he
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try to purge it of opponents. He even tolerated im-
portant members in the government who tried openly to
.undermine his prestige and position, as long as they
served the public with ability. He merely urged these-
dissenting elements to cooperate, in spite of difficulty,
te maintain peace and unity in the rear. The dissenting
press attacked Lincoln with great ferocity and several
newspapers were suppressed by the government. How-
ever, according to J. G. Randall’s Constitutional Prob-
lems under Lincoln, the people and the press were more
free to criticize the government under Lincoln than under
Wilson during the first World War.

The second incident which shows Lincoln’s fidelity
to constitutional procedures was the election of 1864.
That election year arrived in the midst of Lincoln’s
greatest difficulties, with the Southern troops approach-
ing the Capital and war weariness growing in the North.
Whether or not to hold the regular election with all the
concomitant internal rivalries was a choice that would
test the judgment of the greatest statesman in any na-
tion. Lincoln took the constitutional road and held the
election, letting the people pass judgment on his ability
and policy during the previous four trying years. In the
course of the election race, the Democrats openly
advocated an anti-war plank, accused Lincoln of using
war as an instrument to restore national unity—an ex-
periment that “failed”—and attacked him with all the
vicious words they could find in the dictionary. Even
within the Republican party there were powerful ele-
ments who demanded the discard of Lincoln. Attacked
from without and bored from within, his political posi-
tion was seriously endangered.

Fortunately, the election resulted in success for
Lincoln, and on the night of November 10, 1864, a crowd
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gathered in front of the White House to serenade him.
He hastily wrote a short §peech which he read by the light
of a candle held for him by John Hay. In it Lincoln
said: '

“It has long been a grave question whether any gov-
ernment, not too strong for the liberties of its people,
can be strong enough to maintain its existence in great
emergencies On this point the present rebellion brought
our republic to a severe test, and a presidential election
occurring in regular course during the rebellion, added
not a little to the strain.

“If the loyal people united were put to the utmost
of their strength by the rebellion, must they not fail
when divided and partially paralyzed by a political war
among themselves? But the election was a necessity, We
cannot have free government without elections; and if
the rebellion could force us to forego or postpone a na-
tional election, it might fairly claim to have already
conquered and ruined us. The strife of the election is
but human nature practically applied to the facts of the
case. What has occurred in this case must ever recur
in similar cases.... But the election, along with its in-
cidental and undesirable strife, has done good too. It
has demonstrated that a people’s government can sustain
a national election in the midst of a great civil war.
Until now, it has not been known to the world that this
was a possibility.”

Whether every deed of Llncolns during the Civil
War was absolutely constitutional is for historians and
students of jurisprudence to decide, but it is generally
agreed that his magnificent performance preserved the
principles of constitutional government as well as na-
tional unity. Today the tradition of basing every act on
the Constitution has been firmly established among the
American leaders and people. In present-day politics
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whenever any serious question arises, everyone tries to
justify his action on constitutional grounds. The inces-
sant argument which results is an evidence of American
respect for the Constitution.

One advantage of constitutional rule is that, in a
political crisis, it permits a change of government with-
out a bloody revolution, allowing the people to decide
the fate of a government peacefully at the polls.

When corruption appears in local affairs, the people
-sooner or later exercise their constitutional rights to put
their gov‘ernmeﬁt irito right shape again. When an act
of misrule occurs in the central government, which is
under the surveillance of a million eyes throughout the
nation, the people, the Congress, and the Supreme Court
move into action. There are subcommittees in Congress
constantly probing into the inefficient workings of the
government. The reports of such investigations are
frequently published in the newspapers with all candid-
ness. That this might injure the prestige of some high
personality in the government does not make a particle
of difference. In every period of American history we
find famous cases in which the Supreme Court has de-
clared some government act unconstitutional. A recent
case occurred during the last depression when President
Roosevelt and Congress enacted the National Industrial
Recovery Act in order to increase employment. Business
interests took the matter to the Supreme Court, which
eventually declared the NIRA unconstitutional and order-
ed its annullment on the ground that the Constitution did
not give the government the power to interfere with
private business operations. It may be a question
whether the Court’s action was correct, but it shows that
the American government under the Constitution ex-
ercises only limited power, and that the law is above
the government. :
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PUBLIC SQUARE ORATORS

The American right and practice of free speech
under the Constitution can be seen from the great diver-
sity of opinions expressed in the press and radio. This
has been true in the United States since the days of its
creation. One reason for Washington’s decision to retire
at the end of his second term was because of the sharp
tongues of hostile newspapers. He complained of beiﬁg
assailed “in such exaggerated and indecent terms as could
scarcely be applied to a Nero, a notorious defaulter, or
even to a common pickpocket.” From that time on
Americans have fully exercised their constitutional right
of free speech to express any opinion on public issues and
to criticize government personalities and policies. Even
top rank officials cannot avoid the “honor” of being called
a communist or a fascist. The “pay off” for such sharp
tongues is at most a libel suit; it is not brutal force from
the government.

The use of freedom of the press presents a picture
of national scope, but in the smaller spheres of the peo-
ple’s lives we find the same pattern. The numerous
orators shouting in public places in American cities are
one example. They post themselves on street corners, in
public squares and circles. In times of social or political
upheaval, their vibrant voices are heard everywhere.
What is the orator’s name? That is of no importance;
neither he nor the audience seems to care. People are
absorbed only in the religion he is preaching, the opinion
he is expounding, the sentiment he is fomenting, even
the nonsense he is yelling.

You see these orators in every American city, but
let us take New York, the crossroads of the world, as
an example. If you visit Columbus Circle on 59th
Street or Union Square on 14th Street, you will see the
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inevitable little crowds scattered about, each encircling
an unknown orator who is straining his vocal cords on
guestions ranging from the world’s fate to some strange
social phenomenon. Their stand may be communist leftist
or fascist rightist or any shade between these two ex-
tremes. No one is safe from their scathing or praising
tongues. Their continuous magic breath will transfigure
the President or an inconsequential local official into a
god, a devil or just a half-god half-devil common man.
As long as their torrent of words does not advocate
violence to overthrow the government or incite rebellion,
they will be left alone to express their happy thoughts,
even if there are policemen or detectives among them. In
this crowd you may find a staunch supporter of the
present government; in that, a chest-pounding opponent,
tearing to shreds every inch of the government’s policy.
In the free air of such a public square you will hear
voices of every political tone pounding against each other
like the waves of the sea.

These unknown orators are mestly humble working
men; some are small storekeepers, some are students,
some are just plain hobos. Some may be sent out by
organizations of various kinds, but most are just “free
lancing.” It is easy to launch the sociable American into
conversation with others. When one comes to a public
square to see the crowds or saunter under the shady
trees, he frequently just talks to a fellow man next to
him about today’s headlines in the papers-—about any-
thing. An articulate one will pour forth words and ideas.
He may start with only two or three souls beside a
public bench, but as he talks louder and louder, the
crowd grows larger and larger. If someone in the
gathering 1s equally handy with words and doesn’t like
what the orator is saying, he will raise questions and a
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beautiful piece of oratory will degenerate into a debate.
If the audience doesn’t like this newcomer’s views they
will shout him down and let the first fellow go on. If
an inarticulate common man objects to what one orator
says he can simply leave and wedge himself into another
crowd where he may find an orator more congenial to
his own moral climate. :

These unknown orators may be quite unpolished and
untutored in their speeches, but they are earnest in what
they try to put across. Such public square bull sessions
are really a form of the people’s social and political
school where some form their opinions on various public
issues by talking and listening. These opinions will guide -
them to choose their rulers and government policies at
the polls, and the people know the eventual weight of
their words and opinions. One warm spring evening in
Union Square an American girl was talking to a handful -
of listeners about America’s foreign policy, explaining
that the way to avoid sending the next generation of
youth to the world’s battlefields was to establish an inter-
national police force. An unkempt middle-aged worker
pulled out a pencil and a piece of soiled paper and said,
“What is your name? I want to nominate you for the
next president of the United States.” The worker may
not have known the complicated machinery of nominat-
ing a president, but he did know that he was living in a
democracy and that the choice of the chief of state rests
in the hands of people like himself. That these were not
the flowery words of an educated American heightens the
significance of the scene.

TOLERANCE OF OPPOSITION

The fact that you can take a few steps in a public
square and hear opinions of all shades, gives an ab-
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breviated picture of America. On any newsstand you will
see, lying side by side, papers and magazines of every
political hue, catering to customers of varied tastes. Visit
a town meeting in New England, or a public political
meeting in any community, dial your radio to one of the
many forums-of-the-air, and you will hear divergent views
being aired freely. Walk into the legislature of the central
government or of any state or ecity, and you will hear
members expounding their theories on a variety of matters
such as the desirability of national management of a
certain industry (a radical stand in America), the need
of lowering taxation on business, the necessity of leaving
private business alone. On the surface, the co-existence
of such diversity of opinion is chaos, but this superficial
chaos is an important stage in the procedure of govern-
ment by proposal, discussion, and vote. Without this
stage, public opinion would not be able to develop. Once
the vote is counted, however, and the majority has spoken,
order will emerge. Minority will follow majority, and
majority will tolerate minority. This tradition of toler-
ance of opposition is the key to the success of American
democracy. On the floor of the legislature opponents may
be shaking angry fists at each other and even “slinging
mud,” but you frequently see them later seated together
in a bar over a glass of beer. Their political opinions
may be as incompatible as fire and water but they can
still be friends and do business together. This is not
hypocrisy but a valuable American asset—tolerance of the
opposition.

, The following incident illustrates this tolerance.
Wendell L. Willkie ran for president against Roosevelt in
1940. In his campaign speeches, he violently attacked
Roosevelt’s administration as eight years of misgovern-
ment, attacked him for breaking historical precedent by
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running for a third term, attacked him as ignorant of the
operation of the American economic system. He left no
stone unturned in ecriticizing the President. However,
when the nation had spoken, he immediately sent the
customary telegram of greetings to Roosevelt. In a
speech to his own party Willkie said that during the
heat of the election both sides had used a lot of angry
words that would not have been used in ordinary times.
But since the nation had spoken, he urged the Republicans
to do all in their power to maintain national unity and
assist the government. At the same time he urged them
to continue to criticize the government’s shortcomings
as that was the privilege and duty of a minority party.
Sometime later at a benefit boxing show he comforted a
losing contestant against Joe Louis in a short speech,
saying “I too picked on a champion.”” After the war
broke out, the victorious Roosevelt sent Willkie on a good-
will mission as his personal representative to China,
Russia, and other countries, apparently forgetting
Willkie’s attacks against him during the previous cam-
paign.

The diversity of American political opinions and
factions is no less than that of any European country but
in the United States there are only two parties of nation-
wide strength. This gives America political stability,
preventing the confusion of political parties such as is
found, for example, in France. A strong voice advocating
a third party frequently arises in critical moments, but
the effective third party is ever in the perennial laboring
stage, it is never born. One reason may be that whenever
a new demand arises in the nation and gains strong fol-
lowing, one of the “big two” usually adopts it, leaving the
third party without the soil in which to take root. Down
to this day no third party has elected a president; at
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most it has elected a few lonely members of Congress.*
The moral is that it takes tolerance for either of the big
two to adopt the voice of a third party movement, since
that voice is frequently quite contrary to the traditional
policy of the major parties.

LACK OF OFFICIAL ARROGANCE

One result of constitutional protection of the people’s
rights and of their choosing their own rulers is that the
people do not fear the officials. The people know that
their opinion makes the law, that the officials are but
public servants to carry out the law, and that the law is
above the official. If an action of the government or of

. an official exceeds the power given by law, the people
can always demand a court hearing. Even if an unrea-
sonable action of an official is within the bounds of law,
he can gtill be censored by the people. During World War
II a famous general, while vigiting a hospital near the
front in Europe, slapped a sick soldier and scolded him
for being a coward. It was found later that the soldier
had really been wounded at the front and had been sent
to the rear for hospitalization only upon the insistence
of his immediate superior. When this incident became
known to the American public through the newspapers,
a storm of protest arose from individuals and organiza-
tions, and an investigation brewed in Congress to consider
disciplining the general. Demands for the protection of
the dignity of a private soldier were widely aired in the
press. The general hurried to make a formal apology.
Since he had exhibited unusual ability in conducting the
war and victory depended greatly upon him, Congress
did not proceed to discipline him. Later, however, when

* One exception was the Republican Party which in 1860 was still
a “third” party.
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a list of military leaders was presented to Congress for
approval for promotion, the general’s promotion was inten-
tionally held up for months before the approval was
finally granted.

The army is an autocratic organization where the
disciplining of a subordinate, even if somewhat unreagson-
able on occasions, is allowable by law. Whether popular
sentiment and the Congressional action in this case was
correct may be a question, but it shows unmistakably
the democratic temper of the American people who value
the dignity of the individual far above the authority of
an official. It further shows the determination of the
Americans to retain their civilian control over the military.
This is only one of many incidents in America’s political
scene in which a military leader has been publicly censured
by the civilian authority.

In a land governed by law rather than by the in-
dividual, the official is not cloaked with awe-inspiring
dignity. He knows his authority comes from the people,
that he is entrusted to enforce the law which is directly
or indirectly decided by them, and that his own political
fate rests on the people’s periodical review of his record
at the polls. This has produced in the officials of the
United States government an amazingly democratic pat-
tern of behavior. The war year of 1943 saw the State
of Alabama seriously short of pickers when the cotton
crop was ripening. Since cotton was important for both
military and civilian use, it could not be allowed to rot
in the field. To prevent this, members of the entire State
government including the Governor, cleaned their own
office buildings for a week, releasing the building workers
to help pick the cotton. Only in America could you see
the dignified governor of a state clean his own office.
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In the summer of 1943 the following news item
appeared in an inconspicuous corner of the New York
papers: The owner of a subway newsstand while dozing
at midnight the previous night had seen a tall, lanky
woman glancing at the headlines of his newspapers. To
relieve his own loneliness he said jokingly to the woman,
“Hey, lady, you could play the part of Mrs. Roosevelt, for
you look it.” “I am Mrs. Roosevelt,” replied the woman
calmly with a smile. Somewhat startled, the man tried
to talk to her on equal terms, asking how she liked to
ride on the subway. She replied that she was used to it
Shortly a train pulled into the station and he saw the
lanky woman enter it with a few lonely passengers who
were also waiting, ‘

In a land of unmatched wealth in automobiles and
gasoline, the First Lady conserved gasoline by doing a
lot of plain walking and by taking a five-cent subway like
everyone else, when going to a distant point. She went
alone, without servants or guards, enjoying a chat with
a lowly newsboy, in plain style without fanfare. To Mrs.
Roosevelt this was ordinary routine. She often helped
unknown persons, especially young men and women.
Sometimes she invited a street-car acquaintance or a
correspondence friend to the White House for tea or even
for dinner.

Though these little things are interesting and
significant they by no means encompass the whole scope
of Mrs. Roosevelt’s public activities. She has done a
tremendous amount of work for the welfare of American
women in peace and in war. She has made important
contributions to youth work, and-is constantly making
speeches, and helping to direct group activities all over
the country and even on far-flung battle fronts.. Her
column, “My Day,” is enjoyed by millions of people every
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day. But the little things she has done for individual
citizens have further bridged the distance between the
people and the officials, making the people feel more
intimately that the government is their own. In such
an atmosphere, the people have no fear of the officials and
even make personal use of the government whenever they
can. A puzzled merchant or a troubled farmer will not
hesitate to write to the respective governmental agencies
for advice and help, and will get a reply. Whenever
someone feels dissatisfied with a government measure, he
writes or wires his congressional representative to protest,
and a member of Congress has to heed these letters and
telegrams from his constituents, whose votes decide his
political career. If you glance at the newspapers and
periodicals when important legislation is pending in Con-
gress, you will see strange advertisements by various
groups, urging the people to fill out a form pro or con
a certain issue and send it to their Congressmen to show
where they stand.

Petitioning an official is not a monopoly of adult
voters. In January of 1944, a ten-year-old girl in
Magsachusetts wrote to the President:

Dear Presedent Rozevelt:

My name is Ann Gilcreast. ...and I am ten years old
and in the sixth grade. Since you are Presedent and
head of the United Stats, I would like it very much if
you would reduce the prices of Cocker Spanyal puppies.
We would like one vedy much but with prices the way
they are now we cannot afford one. Will you please write
me a letter back and tell me if you are going to reduce
the prices. My father is in the Navy and is in Africa.
So you see we would like a puppy very much to keep us
company these cold winter nights. I would thank you
very much if you would reduce the prices.
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P.S. Don't forget to write to me and tell if you are
going to reduce the price of Cocker Spanyal puppies.
ANN.

The President referred the letter to the Ofﬁée of
Price Administration, which in turn discovered a federal
employee about to leave Washington who was frying to
dispose of a cocker spaniel puppy. The OPA moved into
action and Ann had her ‘“spanyal”’—and without cost.
Ann had certainly never read the Constitution but she
knew that the government existed for her welfare and to
carry out the will of the people.

All this does not mean that there are no mstances of
infraction of the Constitution and of civil liberties in the
United States—there are quite a number of them. But
the total of such infraction is negligible compared with
the overwhelming number of incidents of the nature
described above.
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CHAPTER FOUR

ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE COMMON MAN
THE FIGHT FOR POPULAR GOVERNMENT

A noteworthy characteristic of the American people
is their tradition not to inherit but to create. Many of
the political freedoms deseribed in the foregoing chapter
are the result of the struggle of the common man; they
are not an inheritance from the original Constitution.
The Constitution gave the people only an opportunity to
fight for their privileges and interests in a peaceful and
orderly manner,

Today a man without a penny in his pocket can go
to the polls to vote on who shall govern him. This is one
of the achievements resulting from the struggle of the
common man, since the original Constitution did not
entrust political- power to all the people, and the right to
vote was the privilege of the propertied class. Men with-
out property rose and fought for this privilege for three-
quarters of a century after Independence. Not until the
middle of the last century was the property qualification
of franchise wiped out and white manhood suffrage est-
ablished throughout the country.

Alfred Smith was a spectacular political personality,
who rose from a fishmonger in the slums of New York
City to the dazzling position of Governor of New York
State, and exerted great influence upon modern American
politics. . Had he lived at the time of Independence, how-
ever, his spectacular rise would have been more difficult
since state constitutions then had property and even
religious requirements for government offices. In 1778
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under the Constitution of North Carolina, the governor-
ship was out of reach of anyone without property valued
at ten thousand pounds. Several state constitutions even
required the candidate to be of a specified religion. By
the middle of the last century, however, these property
and religicus qualifications for office, like the property
requirement for franchise, were submerged in the roaring
tide of the common man’s struggle for political equality.

The high property requirement for office resulted in
control of the government by the wealthy aristocracy, a
condition which the rising masses would not long folerate.
When the common people sent Andrew Jackson to the
White House in 1829, their determination to end govern-
ment control by the aristocracy had become widespread.
Acting as a representative of the people, Jackson sum-
marily dismissed a large number of aristocratic elements
and gave the offices to his own loyal Republican followers.
By 1840, it had become common practice in local and
federal politics to distribute major offices among members
of the victorious party. With this practice came that of
rotation of office and the end of government monopoly by
the aristocracy.

Today the great drama of presidential election, which
occurs once every four years, stands as a symbol of
American democracy and an evidence of the political
power exercised directly by the common people. But this,
again, is the fruit of their struggle rather than a blessing
bestowed by the original Constitution. Most of the
Fathers of the Constitution did not believe the common
people could govern themselves and were anxious to avoid
heated election campaigns such as we see today. Under
the original Constitution, the people did not participate
directly in the presidential election. The power to examine
‘candidates and eventually elect the president was
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delegated to a group of presidential electors. These
electors were sent by state legislatures, with the exception
of five states where they were elected directly by the
people. After a long period of dissatisfaction with this
system, they rose to fight for popular election of the
president. By 1828 the presidential electors in all but
two states were elected directly by the people. The com;
mon people then reduced the electors to dummies, and
finally achieved their objective of popular election of the
president. Not until this had been done did Americans
enjoy the present quadrennial drama of presidential
elections. Under the original Constitution, senators were
appointed by state legislatures instead of being elected
directly by the people. Only after g century of vociferous
demands and stiff struggles was the Constitution finally
amended, in 1913, to provide for popular election of
senators. This also greatly increased the direct political
power of the people.

Another achievement of the common man was the
adoption of democratic methods of selecting candidates
for government offices. Presidential candidates were
originally selected in “secrecy by caucuses, that is, com-
mittees formed by congressional members of various
parties. Since the people had long looked upon this
system as a means for those in power to monopolize the
election of the president, they initiated a fight for the
open selection of candidates. After the 1830’s it became
customary for both political parties to hold national con-
ventions to select candidates for the offices of president
and vice-president. While it is true that politicians still
“pull strings” behind the scenes of these national con-
ventions, this system is undoubtedly more open than the
secret dealings in the caucuses. In the early days, local
conventions of political parties undertook the selection of
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candidates for offices in Congress and in the local govern-
ment. But since the opening of the twentieth century,
this method has been superseded in most states. by
“primaries.” A “primary” is held some time before-
election in order to permit the voters in each party to
select candidates for local and federal offices. This gives
the able elements an opportunity to appeal directly to
voters within their party and avoid the controlling hands
of party bosses. Later, in the final election, the general
voters elect their officials from among these candidates.

The foregoing story teils only of the struggle of men
for popular government; it does not include that of the
other half of the American nation, women. The political,
social, and economic freedom enjoyed by the American
women of today is the fruit of a protracted struggle
which lasted more than a century. Since 1800 the number
of women leaders has increased and the movement for
women’s rights gradually emerged as an impressive force.
Before that time, when a woman was married she had
to transfer all her property rights to her husband. After
1839 the upsurge of democratic forces compelled one
state after another to grant property rights to married
women. When the women leaders held their first national
convention for women’s rights in" 1848, they issued the
Peclaration of Sentiments, demanding equal rights with
men in education, economic opportunities, law, and
franchise. This Declaration was hailed with jeers and
rage from the press. Leading men in the nation shuddered
to hear the advocation of such “destructive” changes in
the status of loved and cherished wives. Even some
women were irritated by such ideas of women’s rights.
When Susan B. Anthony, the leading woman suffragist
of the past century, went around to advocate her ideas
to other women, the door was often slammed in her face.
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She was told by women that they had husbands to protect
their rights and that what she needed was a husband.
But leaders of the movement continued their efforts and
gradually pushed forward the frontiers of women’s
privileges. In 1920 they achieved their objective of
amending the Constitution and began to enjoy complete
equality with men in suffrage.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF AGRARIAN
AND LABOR MOVEMENTS

In the rise of the common man during the nineteenth
century, the objective was not merely to secure political
privilege but also economic advantages for the underdog,
namely, the farmers and laborers. During the War for
Independence, the farmers had furnished the main force
of the revolution. When independence had been won,
they carried on their struggle against merchants and
creditors, a struggle that resulted more than once in
armed rebellion. After the gradual stabilization of the
political situation, the farmers exercised their political
power, sending Thomas Jefferson and, later, Andrew
Jackson, to the White House to continue the fight against
the privileged class. Later, when the territory of the
United States sprawled westward, huge tracts of land
became public domain. The rich and the politicians saw
in this another source of profit and began pilfering from
the immense public domain. The poor farmers naturally
rose to fight, demanding that the government give the land
free only to those who would actually cultivate it. “Vote
yourself a farm” had become a slogan among freehold
farmers by the middle of the nineteenth century. To
realize this aim the common people fought with all their
strength and finally, in 1862, under President Lincoln,
forced the passage of the Homestead Act. Under this
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Act, the public domain was divided into tracts of 160
acres each, which were given free only to those who
actually ecultivated the land. From then until all the
public land had been granted to settlers, the common
people enjoyed an important source of economic security.
The poor and discontented could always go west to find
their niche and build an independent life on a tract of
free land. This was an important victory for America’s
agrarian movement,

Soon after the farmers had won their free land, they
organized a widespread movement to raise the price of
their produce and improve farming methods. They
sought to elect representatives of their own interests to
Congress in order to swing governmental policies in their
favor. Local and national agrarian organizations mush-
roomed all over the country. With nation-wide influence,
these organizations used every available instrument to
protect agrarian interests and to fight against industrial
capitalism, more than once causing great political up-
heavals. With their power organized, the farmers forced
the government to regulate rail rates in favor of agricul-
tural products, to pass the Irrigation Act, to make
agricultural loans to subsidize farming, to assist in the
marketing of their products, and to improve agricultural
technique and the livelihood of the farmer. Government
action in the interest of the farmers increased in variety
and scale. Today the “farm bloc” in Congress consists
of representatives of agrarian interests and wields a
power that can tip the scale in many a political struggle.
The American farmer still faces many serious problems,
such as increasing tenancy, sharecroppers, and soil
erosion, but the agrarian movement in the past has done
much to improve his lot.
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During the period when America was predominantly
an agricultural nation, the poor farmers formed the
major under-privileged class. But with the progress of
industrialization came the growth of an urban proletariat,
and an increase in the intensity and frequency of economic
depressions. ' The wage earners suffered unemployment
and wage reductions during these depressions. Even in
times of prosperity there was a constant problem of
unemployment and poverty. Since these problems had
not existed when the original Constitution was framed,
that great document did not provide for their solution.
It was up to the American workers to rise and fight for
their own interests and security. This they have done
for more than a century, and scarcely a day passes now
without news of some sort of strike or labor disturbance.

Back in 1809, the shoemakers in New York City went
on strike, demanding improved working conditions. The
strike was a new phenomenon at that time and no law
existed to settle it. Although all the strike leaders were
arrested, the court could only prosecute them under an
old common law of ‘“conspiracy,” accusing them of
preventing their employers from doing business by forcible
interference. The case was settled by imposing a light
fine of one dollar on each leader. This case pictures
vividly the condition of the American worker of that time.
The employer had the sole right to determine wages and
working conditions; the worker could take them or leave
them; he had no legal right to strike.

However, in the new atmosphere of freedom and
emancipation, the workers had no intention of continuing
under such conditions. The number of labor unions and
strikes increased with time. During the 1830’s one state
government after another was forced to abolish imprison-
ment for debt, and in the next decade the 10-hour working
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day gradually superseded the 12- or 13-hour day. The
more important industrial states were forced to initiate
labor legislation to insure the health and security of the
urban worker. These are some of the victories won by
the early American labor movement,

After the Civil War, as America’s industrialization
was accelerated, the organized power of the wage earners
increased tremendously. Local trade unions dotted every
part of the country, and workers, in all the important
trades organized separately into powerful national unions.
The intensity and secale of the workingmen’s struggle in
this period dwarfed anything that had occurred previously.
It was a far ery from the shoemakers’ strike of 1809.
After repeated wage cuts by the railroad companies, the
great railway strike exploded in 1877, affecting the whole
nation and immobilizing all railway traffic between the
Mississippi’ and the Atlantic, The companies succeeded
in persuading the government to send armed forces to
the strike centers, but the strikers showed no compromise.
In Baltimore, Pittsburgh, and Chicago, pitched battles
developed between troops and strikers, causing many
deaths and casualties. Cities fortunate enough to escape
bloodshed had to face riots and demonstrations by work-
ers. During the strike huge mass meetings were held in
a threatening atmosphere of popular revolt in industrial
centers, especially in the East. An avalanche of pro-
paganda deluged the public from both camps. Capital
accused workers of inciting riots and plotting to overthrow
the existing social order; labor accused eapital of starving
and slaughtering the workers. Radical socialists seized
the opportunity to foment social revolution in the streets
and the critical situation threatened to shake the nation
to its foundations.
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The railway strike continued for two weeks and was
finally forcibly broken by armed troops. After that,
America’s labor movement entered an even more active
stage. Strikes had become the accepted instrument of
the workers in demanding improvements, and labor dis-
turbances rose like a torrent overrunning every part of the
land. In 1881 strikes in the United States totaled 70;
from 1881 to 1905, the yearly average of strikes was 1,470,
involving approximately 270,000 strikers; in the period
1916-1982 the annual average increased to 1,875 strikes
with some 912,000 strikers. With this irresistible trend
came the renewed movement for national labor unions.
From 1834 on, there had been repeated attempts to unite
all the workers of the country into organized national
unions, but these early attempts were short-lived. The
first real success in this direction was the organization in
1886 of the American Federation of Labor. Amnother
national body of organized labor arose in 1938 in the
Congress of Industrial Organizations, rivaling the
American Federation of Labor in membership and
strength. HEach of these two great organizations had an
approximate membership of six and a half million in
1944. The power of the American working man was
enhanced tremendously under their dual leadership.

This stage of the American labor movement won
many new victories. From 1910 on, the eight-hour day
gradually replaced the ten-hour day. The Fair Labor
Standards Act passed by Congress in 1938, required all
inter-state business to observe the Act, which called for
an eight-hour day and forty-hour week. The employer
"must pay 114 overtime wage if the work exceeds eight
hours a day or 40 hours a week. The American worker
is no longer merely a working animal; he has leisure for
self-improvement and enjoyment of cultural advantages.
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There has been a continuous improvement in the health
of the worker and in hig safety in his working environ-
ment. Congress and state legislatures have passed laws
requiring employers to pay compensation to workers in-
jured at work, and in many cases requiring the employer
to buy accident insurance for his workers. Finally, a
major victory was the passage by Congress in 1935 of
the National Labor Relations Act, giving the workers
legal right to organize unions and to carry on collective
bargaining. Working conditions and the treatment of
workers is no longer determined solely by the employer
but must conform to legal standards.

ABOLITION OF IGNORANCE

Present-day America is a land of universal education
where education is not merely free but is also compulsory.
In large cities one frequently sees truant officers trying to
catch school children in movie theaters and places of
recreation. The appearance of these officers starts head-
long flights of boys and girls through various exits, just
as the approach of a dog scares away the animals and
birds in the woods. This is one of the melodramas of
modern American life. "Compulsory education, however,
is the harvest of a century of struggle rather than a
product of the eriginal Constitution. Although in its
early days the United States had laws to provide education
for the common people, these laws were mere words on
paper, and education was largely monopolized by the
upper class. With the rise of the urban proletariat, it
was the poor who raised the cry for universal education
supported by public revenue, in order to abolish the
ignorance of the common people. After decades of
agitation and struggle, by the middle of the nineteenth
century, the Eastern states began to establish public
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elementary school systems. Progress was rapid in the
Western states where the democratic spirit was high;
but in the South, dominated by plantation owners, no
great progress in public education was made until after
1860. Compulsory education was handicapped by child
labor and by the ignorance of parents as to the importance
of education for their children. It was not until after
1920 that all states in the union had compulsory education
laws which were efficiently enforced.

As the movement for free and compulsory education
plowed forward, the number of public high schools in-
creased by leaps and bounds. There were only about 100
high schools in the country on the eve of the Civil War;
in 1900 there were 6,000; and by 1940 their number ex-
ceeded 29,000. Keeping pace with America’s growing
national wealth were the lengthening figures of public
revenue devoted to education. The total expenditure for
all grades of public schools in the United States was
‘about $70,000,000 in 1871; it had exceeded $200,000,000
by 1900; and had leaped to $2,130,000,000 by 1930.
During this time, the high schools were placing increased
emphasis on vocational training to meet the needs of the
children of farmers and workers.

The growing number of public schools and the in-
creased public revenue devoted to education have shat--
tered the monopoly of education by the upper class, and
have rapidly reduced illiteracy. Illiteracy in the United
States was 17 per cent in 1880; less than 11 per cent in
1900; and only 4.3 per cent in 1930. But America’s aim
in developing its educational system is not merely to wipe
out illiteracy, it is rather to teach the people to use their
knowledge in meeting life’s problems. In the past, youth .
had lived in ignorance, by the plow and hammer and
chisel; they now rush to the public schools by the tens
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of thousands. By applying their education in business
or professions they squeezed into the ranks of the middle
or even upper class, becoming engineers, technicians,
lawyers, and teachers. Women also utilized fully their
new educational opportunities to acquire knowledge and
skill, and to raise their own status.

THE STATUS OF THE NEGRO

In the century and a half since the United States won
its independence, there has been a continuous struggle
by the common man for equality in political rights, for a
fair share of economic benefits, and for better educa-
tional opportunities. This struggle has enabled the pre-
gent-day American to enjoy dignity and respect as an
individual as well as many blessings of democratic free-
dom. However, in many places these blessings are still
beyond the reach of black citizens of the country. Al-
though it is all too obvious that the American Negro is
still condemned to many injustices, it is not correct to
say that the problem has been completely ignored by the
white citizen. Many liberal leaders have made great
sacrifices in the cause of the emanecipation of the Negroes.
For this cause, a bloody civil war was fought for four
years. In this cause, the Constitution has been thrice
amended: once to abolish slavery throughout the union,
once to guarantee civil rights, and once to forbid the
denial of franchise to anyone on the ground of race, color,
or previous servitude. When the Northern armies oc-
cupied the South, white leaders went along also to for-
cibly raise the social and political status of the Negroes
* to full equality with the white citizen. But while a law
may be changed by the sweep of a pen, social attitudes
and institutions cannot be changed overnight. Soon
after the withdrawal of the Northern troops from the
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South, the Negroes found it hard to maintain their new
gains, and white supremacy was rapidly and ruthlessly
restored.

Progress in the status of the Negroes, however, can-
not be gaingsaid. Before the Civil War, with the excep-
tion of New York and New England, Negroes could no-
where vote and enjoy the legal privileges of the white
men. After the Civil War, in many southern states
Negroes were still denied many political rights, includ-
ing the right to vote. In all the northern states the
Negroes now vote and live under the same law as white
men. Chicago has twice sent a Negro to Congress, and
since 1917 many states have had Negro members in their
legislatures. The Negro vote is coveted by both major
parties in every presidential election.

The Negroes’ economic status, although still very
low, has been considerably improved since pre-Civil War
days. Savings and property of Negroes in 1866 amount-
ed to $20,000,000; by 1936 their value had risen to
$2,500,000,000. In 1930, there were 70,000 Negro busi-
nesg enterprises, including fifty insurance companies and
thirty banks, and the number of Negro professional
workers had also greatly increased. The advancement
in Negro education was even greater. In the 1830,
many states in the Union had laws forbidding the
teaching of Negroes to read. Illiteracy among the
Negroes throughout the whole country was 97 per cent
in 1860, by 1930 it had been reduced to 16 per cent for
the entire country, and 5 per cent in the northern states.
Negro education in the South is still at a great dis-
advantage. Large numbers of individual Negroes have
achieved high distinction, especially in the field of athletics
and entertainment,
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Serious diserimination in social and economic life
confronts the American Negro today, and his full status.
as a citizen is still to be attained in the South. A hope-
ful sign is that this condition is recognized, and that
liberal leaders throughout the country are bending their
efforts toward a golution.

— 66 —



CHAPTER FIVE

FROM LOG CABIN TO SKYSCRAPER

When we think of Americans, who top the world in
financial and material progress, we usually think of them
in terms of luxuries and enjoyment. But in the period
when the United States was being founded, it was a para-
digse for the poor rather than the rich. The Buropeans
who migrated to this country eame for various reasons
—to0 avoid religious persecution; to escape famine and
war; to leave behind the oppressive class systems of
Turope, which offered little chance to get ahead. There
was, indeed, a great diversity in their nationality, reli-
gion, and other backgrounds. They had, however, two
important characteristics in common: The vast majority
were the poor and oppressed people of Europe; and they
were progressive and ambitious, willing- to face the
danger and hardship of crossing the ocean to start life
anew. They had ene common dream: opportunity for
the individual to develop freely in a new and unpopulat-
ed land. .

This dream acted as a magnet to draw shipload after
shipload of Europe’s poor, hungry, and oppressed. In
the New World, it turned them into frontiersmen, poli-
tical leaders, educators, scientists and millionaires.
English, Irish, Germans, and many other nationalities,
like a warm current latent with heat and energy, flowed
across the Atlantic, flowed into the cities and towns of
the East and into the wilderness of the West, to open
their own factories and stores or to carve out their own
farms. Once the years of hard frontier labor were over,
they became solid independent citizens.
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Men of more than average ability could, of course,
take advantage of the bigger opportunities. John Jacob
Astor came to America in the steerage in 1784, landing
with only a few dollars in his pocket. He rose rapidly
from a poor laborer to become the richest American of
his time. He organized the fur trade in the Northwest
and developed many other great enterprises. On his
death in 1848, he left a fortune of twenty million dol-
lars and a heritage of unlimited ambition to his family.
In the same year in which Astor died, Andrew Carnegie,
the son of a poverty-stricken Scotch weaver, landed in
New York. This poor boy grew up to be the steel king
of the world—with an annual income of twelve million
dollars. During his lifetime Carnegie contributed 350
million dollars to charitable causes in America and other
countries.

Cultural fields offered equally rich soil for develop-
ment. Thomas Hunter arrived in New York in 1850 as
a penniless and friendless political fugitive from Ireland.
After many a hungry day, he started his career teaching
in a public school and rose to become a prominent re-
former in public education. In 1866, he opened the first
free evening high school in New York City. Three years
later, he founded the Normal and High School for the
higher education of women, the first free institution of
its kind in this country. The following year the name
of the institution was changed to the Normal College of
the City of New York and Thomas Hunter became its
President, a position he held for thirty-seven years. The
Board of Education later (1914) changed the name to
Hunter College of the City of New York, as a memorial
to this distinguished immigrant.

The famed Joseph Pulitzer came as a boy from a
garlic-growing town in Hungary. He was so poor that
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his first bed in America was a bench in the park. One
cold winter night he tried to warm himself in a hotel
lobby and was thrown out. Twenty years later he bought
the same hotel for $635,000. Pulitzer was not only a
remarkably successful publisher but also one of the first
to build a skyscraper. He purchased the newspaper,
The World and, with his own hand, traced the blueprints
for the first New York skyscraper, the World Building.

Edward William Bok also came to this country as
‘a poor boy, in 1870. At the age of thirteen, he had to
leave public school and take a job as office boy in a tele-
graph company. In hig spare moments he pored over
the biographies of the successful men of his time and
started writing to them. Soon his correspondence friends
included such notables as President Hayes, Emerson, and
Longfellow. Pushing his way up from a humble re-
porter for the Brooklyn Eagle, he became the editor-in-
chief of the Ladies Home Journal in 1889. When he
retired from that position thirty years later, he had built
up the magazine’s circulation to two million copies, one
of the largest in the country. Stories of this type could
‘be multiplied almost endlessly.

CLEARING A CONTINENT

The abundance of land and resources, together with
‘the opportunity for free development, first drew™ floods
-of immigrants from Europe, and later shifted the popu-
lation from the East to the West. The people of the
‘well-settled towns on the East coast were constantly
‘swept by waves of enthusiasm to migrate into the western
wilderness, looking for bigger and better opportunities.
This movement westward to the frontier continued for
three hundred years after the arrival of the first white
“man.
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The frontier communities usually went through three:
stages of development: In the first stage, the frontiers-
men ventured into wild plains and forests, chopping down
trees and clearing the land, carving out a few acres on
which to build a crude log cabin. Here they farmed,
hunted, and traded fur with the Indians. With the ar-
rival of more and more people, these frontiersmen felt
crowded and again moved westward. In the second
stage, the people who remained in the settlement con-.
tinued to develop the half-cleared land, enlarged the fields,.
built churches, schools, and stores until a rudimentary:
village or town appeared. In the third stage, this new
town gradually grew in population and became an old
settlement. Here, again, the people caught the fever to
migrate further west.

In these frontier communities, with their ecrude.
houses and dirty streets, life was hard, lonely, and poverty
stricken. The war-like Indians could not be enslaved
and the white men had to chop the wood, build their-
houses, do the farming, and all the work necessary to-
make life possible. Under these conditions, the Amer-
ican came to respect brawn, physical prowess, and prac--
tical skills. Manual labor attained a respected position.
Whoever excelled in strength and persistence was looked
up to by his fellow men. Before becoming President,.
Lincoln was a champion rail splitter. In such a civiliza-
tion there was no place for the cultured or the weak.
Meanwhile, in a community where everyone carved out
his career and fortune by his own two hands, a highly
democratic spirit and a hatred for class distinction na-.
turally developed. '

In this way, the poor hard-laboring frontiersman
continued to push the frontier westward. Train after
train of covered wagons, drawn by horses or oxen, poured.
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into the forests and prairies of the West. They were
frequently attacked by Indians on their way. Those who
did not perish in such attacks had to begin sweating im-
mediately upon arrival at their destination. From trees
and mud arose houses and fields. Little, scattered pat-
ches of clearings soon swallowed up forests and a limit-
less wild continent. What is now a rich and strong
America grew from the clinking sounds of axes, from
mud, and from the smell of sweat. Some of the early
crude log cabins still remain but around them has ap-
peared a new civilized world. These log cabins have been
superseded by comfortable houses.

When Washington became President in 1789 there
were only thirteen small states, all located in the East.
In less than thirty years, nine.states were added in the
West and two new ones in New England. Population had
almost tripled. During the following thirty years,
rumors of rich land and resources continued to knock at
the door of the East, and wave after wave of migrants
again took to the road, flooding the western frontiers.
By 1850, California had joined the Union and America
had become a vast country, spanning two great oceans.
In this brief period of sixty years, a wild continent had
been conquered, although there were still large areas of -
uncultivated land. In 1862 when Congress passed the
Homestead Act, the government possessed-an immense
area of unclaimed land—approximately half the area of
the United States. In another twenty years most of this
empty land was submerged by the flood of migrants.

These two decades are known as the period of the
land rush. Whenever the government declared a stretch
of land open for development, thousands of people would
rush westward, gathering like ants to await the officer’s
gun as the signal for the “free-for-all”. When the signal
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gun was sounded, everyone rushed forward—on horse-
back, in carriages, or on foot—to drive his stake in the
land he had selected. A cage of chickens was suddenly
shaken out of the wagon, followed by a screaming woman,
but there was no stopping the wagon. The woman might
walk to the piece of land which her husband had selected
to call their new home.

Among the many interesting life stories of early
Americans, a moving one is that of Noah Webster, famous
for his work in improving American education and, pri-
marily, for editing dictionaries. Webster had fought in
the War for Independence. He had seen the borders of
the little country, then composed of thirteen states, creep
across the Alleghenies, across the Mississippi, up the
Rockies, straight to the shore washed by the Pacific.
When he heard that the westward movement had reached
California, warm tears flowed from his old eyes.

THE RISE OF CITIES

Cities and towns mushroomed everywhere in the
wake of the westward migration. One astonishing in-
stance of this was the founding'of Guthrie in Oklahoma,
in 1889. At noon one day there was only an empty grass
‘plain. By three o’clock that afternoon, streets had been
blocked out. Four o’clock saw the election of the muni-
eipal council. That night, stars resembling astonished
blinking eyes, looked down on 8,000 citizens, each camp-
ing on his new homesite. This town, which virtually
dropped out of the sky that day, has grown steadily and
is today a thriving city of over ten thousand.

Not all of the cities of the West rose as dramatically
as Guthrie. In fact many of them did not take economic
root; some took root temporarily but soon dried up. Some
remain today as little hamlets with only a handful of
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people, almost as when they started their career. Today
we see in many parts of the country, ghost towns with
deserted houses and grass-covered streets, without a sha-
dow of living inhabitants. But at that time each town
and village that shot up in the western wilderness,
aspired one day to be a great city of commerce and indus-
try. Some forty years after Washington took office,
numerous towns and villages had appeared along the Mis-
sissippi, varying in population from a few hundred to
tens of thousands. Famous cities like Cincinnati, Cleve-
land, and Chicago had begun pushing up from the earth
like young shoots. These embryonic metropolises, like
many others, fixed their eyes on the surrounding wilder-
ness and determined to become great cities. These
humble settlements frequently had their ambitions re-
warded. In 1830, Chicago was a mere village; three dec-
ades later it was a rapidly growing city of nearly one
hundred and ten thousand; at the turn of the century, its
population had exceeded a million. Since that time it
has grown rapidly into the rail hub of the country, with
a present population of 3,400,000. Important urban
centers like Milwaukee, St. Paul, Minneapolis, Omaha,
Denver, Portland, and Seattle were all desolate little
towns in 1860. Thus, the westward migration trans-
formed a million square miles of forests and wilderness
into fertile fields and great cities. :

GOLD AND OIL

A new age in America may come with meteor-like
swiftness and pass away at the blink of an eye. During
his lifetime, an American frequently sees several great
periods pass before his eyes, for exaraple, the period of
the gold rush. In 1849, when the rumor spread that gold
had been discovered in California, the whole country was
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turned into a whirlwind. Children, old people, priests,
merchants, farmers, workers, humans of every descrip-
tion and from every walk of life joined the westward
rush. As there was no highway or railroad from the
East to California, they walked overland, went by way
of Panama, even sailed around Cape Horn in South Amer-
ica. The Chinese, separated by the Pacific Ocean, hop-
ped on sailboats to join the plunge toward California.
Within a year an almost unpeopled state had collected
92,000 gold seekers. In four years’ time, the newly
established Pacific Mail Line Shipping Company had
shipped to New York from California, gold worth
$122,000,000. Prices in the mining area were fantastic.
Gold miners were paid twenty to thirty dollars a day;
lucky gold washers picked up from one hundred to one

thousand dollars a day in “pay dirt.” Even the cats
which were used to catch rats in the stores, were worth

fifty to a hundred dollars apiece. Ten years later, the
population of California had grown to 380,000, but the
great period of the gold rush had ended.

0il was discovered in Pennsylvania in 1859. Land
worth less than three dollars an acre now spurted oil
worth more than ten thousand dollars in one day,
Within a brief period of ten years the oil industry, includ-
ing its refining, transportation, and marketing, had be-
come one of the flourishing enterprises of the country.
John D. Rockefeller, the three-dollar-a-week storekeeper,
“had the jump” on others. He used his amazing organiz-
ing ability to build an oil empire. During his lifetime
he gave more than five hundred million dollars to charit-
able enterprises of every description in every land. The
profit from the California gold rush was nothing com-
pared with that of the oil rush.
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THE CHINA CLIPPER

America’s rapid economic development was not limit.
.ed to the rush for wealth on and under the soil; it in-
cluded all forms of economic enterprises, with speed as
the criterion for success. In the field of transportation,
‘take, as an example, the China Clipper, which we may
remember as the airplane in the Pacific service just be-
fore the outbreak of the present war. ~About 1840 the
shipbuilding industry flourished along the northeastern
coast of the United States and a type of rapid sailing
‘vessel was built to compete with the English schooners,
-especially for the China trade. These fast sailing vessels
were called clippers from the Dutch word scheper, mean-
ing a fast horse. They were used chiefly to transport
tea and other cargo from China, hence the name China
Clipper. Since tea leaves rot quickly in the hold of a
ship, speed was important. The American clippers won
many dramatic races with the British vessels. One clip-
per, racing an English ship from Foochow to London,
finally came in ahead after eighty-nine days of sailing.
‘The building of clippers became a flourishing business.
Americans rushed to invest money in the new enterprise,
and many accumulated large fortunes. Within a decade
after 1840, no less than one thousand of these fast clip-
pers were sailing the seven seas. The new China Clipper
became the mark of a distinctive period in America’s his-
‘tory. It was, however, a brief period since after some
twenty years the steamer became practicable and the
‘China Clipper epoch passed into the realm of memory.

America’s land transportation followed a similar
‘pattern. The rapid development of the rich land west -
of the Alleghenies resulted in a large amount of agricul-
tural produce. The prices of farm products were miser-
ably low because they could not be transported at a rea-
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sonable cost or on a large scale to the East and to Europe..
By 1810 cheap canal transportation, such as was found.
in Holland, had been introduced. This reduced the cost.
of transporting agricultural products to the East to one--
fifth or one-sixth of the previous cost. In a few years.
the fever of canal building swept the country. When.
the Erie Canal was completed in 1825, it demonstrated
the low cost of canal transportation for western produce-
to the East and to Europe, and enthusiasm for construct-
ing canals increased. In the next ten years, 2,400 miles.
of canals were built. The cry for canal building echoed
everywhere; anyone with money to invest put it into canal..
stocks, expecting large profits and fortunes from them.
But in about thirty-five years, enthusiasm for canal build--
ing became diluted by a new and greater enthusiasm, that
of railway building. An American of some forty years-
of age at that time had witnessed America leaping into
the canal period, then leaping out again into the era of’
the railroad.

BUILDING THE NATION’S ARTERIES

Let us take another look at the development of land
transportation. At the present time a train will take us
from New York to Philadelphia in less than two hours,
and to Boston in about five hours. The “fire-wagon’”
had made its first appearance in America in 1830, but it
was a very crude affair and the total railway mileage in
the United States was only twenty-lhree miles. The
chief means of transportation at that time was the newly
introduced stage coach, which traveled over muddy high-
ways. From New York to Philadelphia by stage coach
took at least two days, and from New York to Boston,
six days. Moreover, only the rich could use it when it
was first introduced. In 1836, the stage coach com-
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panies introduced an innovation, dividing the fare
into three classes. The first-class passenger rode to his
destination; a passenger in the second class had to get
out of the coach and walk up the hills or when the mud
was too deep; while anyone traveling third class had to
get out and push. This may seem very funny at the pre-
sent time but in those days it was a great boon to the
people. The stage coaches often raced the new fire-
wagons side by side, amid the rousing cheers of the riders,

But the stage coach lost out in the final race. The fire-
wagon, which frightened horses, killed dogs, and aroused
popular anger, eventually proved itself the most rapid and
cheapest means of land transportation, as well as a very
lucrative investment. In less than a decade, the old
American quest for speed had turned to the railway enter-
prise. The improvement in locomotives, freight and
passenger cars, and the laying of tracks took place with
amazing rapidity. Within three decades the twenty-three
miles of experimental tracks laid in 1830, had been ex-
tended to 30,000 miles. The development of its transporta-
tion at that time was a serious and urgent business to the
nation because it was feared that, separated by huge
mountains and vast distances, the West might detach it-
self from the East and become independent. Congress
assisted the railroad companies, by giving them large

tracts of land to build new lines. After 1860 the mileage
of tracks laid every year multiplied rapidly, although by

1869 when the Transcontinental Line was completed, the
total wad only 50,000. By 1890, 167,000 miles of railroad
furnished the nation with important economic arteries,
making possible the rise of big cities through the cheap
large-scale transportation of food and other commodities.
The thick net of railroads connected every hamlet and big
city. Economic activities in one part of the country were
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closely connected with those in all other parts. Statistics
for 1940 show American railways totaling about 233,000
miles, with giding tracks of some 119,000 miles.

The railway is still the backbone of America’s land
transportation but with the advent of the twentieth
century, the automobile and modern highways suddenly
roge like a strong competing army. Since 1916 this new
means of transportation has clipped off 20,000 miles of
railway mileage.

Although the invention of the motor ear ddtes back to
about 1885, the first decade was only an experimental
period. This racket-making monster frightened dogs,
horses, and pedestrians, and broke down frequently. Those
willing to risk their safety to try it were mostly investors
and manufacturers. In the early years of the twentieth
century, it was not sold in any large numbers, and many
cities would not allow it to run in the streets. In 1895 a
large circus company hired an automobile as an object
of curiosity for its audience. But after Henry Ford had
built his improved version of the low-priced car, many far-
sighted people realized that it could no longer be considered
a nonsensical toy, but was an innovation with a great
future. When Ford opened his automobile factory in 1903,
it attracted national attention, and within a few years the
characteristic American speed-and-rush had descended on
the automobile industry. Huge capital investment from
sources large and small poured into it. More than a
hundred automobile factories mushroomed everywhere in
the country.

The early automobiles broke down very frequently,
and the smaller factories did not have enough capital to
establish repair stations throughout the country. This
resulted in the rise of large-scale manufacturers with huge
investments, while the smaller ones gradually dropped out.
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Within a short time the American automobile industry
grew into an industrial giant. Mass production and the
standardization of parts skyrocketed the number of cars
and greatly reduced the price. In 1910 an automobile cost
from several thousand to ten thousand dollars; before
Pearl Harbor, seven to nine hundred dollars would buy a
beautiful new car—far better than an expensive one in
the previous period. The total number of cars in America
in 1900 was less than 8,000; in 1910 it was still less than
500,000; but by 1922 it had broken the ten-million mark.
This strange toy, first known as the horseless carriage,
had dragged the country into a mew era. In 1942 there
were more than thirty-three million cars running in this
country. A look at the registration numbers on the
number plates today will give you some* astonishing
notions.

The building and improvement of highways accom-
panied the rise of the automobile. As the automobile
crowded the horse and carriage out of the road, the
nation’s attention was drawn to the importance of adequate
highways and soon the enthusiasm for highway building
matched that of building canals and railways. In 1900,
there were only 140,000 miles of gravel roads, which were
made for the use of carriages and could not stand the
weight and high speed of the automobile. Ten years later,
hard-surfaced highways stretched across 270,000 miles.
By 1941 paved roads in America had reached the astonish-
ing total of 3,300,000 miles, of which 1,600,000 were hard
surfaced. These roads knit together every village and town
in the country. Upon them flowed a continuous tide of
cars, consolidating the nation’s economic organization,
widening social contact and enriching the lives of the
people. During his lifetime Henry Ford has witnessed
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the automobile coming out of its embryo to change the
entire pattern of American life.

These scattered stories of the transportation enter-
prise may suffice to illustrate the rapid developments of
American technology and the brevity of various periods
in American history.

FROM A NATION OF FARMERS TO A NATION OF
WORKERS

Surveying the hundred and fifty years of America’s
history, we find the growth of its industry a very recent
thing. Although industrial capital had outstripped agri-
cultural capital by 1861 and important inventions were
being made every year, American industries were still very
crude and on a small scale. Measuring America’s indus-
trialization by the percentage of its urban population, we
find the following figures: in 1860, urban population made
up 19.8 per cent of the nation; thirty years later it was
still only 35.1 per cent; not until 1920 did it reach the
halfway mark, with a percentage of 51.2. An industrial
America, comparable to her present status, did not appear
until the end of World War I. If we take the number of
millionaires as a rough yardstick in the development of
large-scale economic enterprises, we find only three million-
aires in 1861, thirty-eight in 1897, and 42,554 in 1919.

The lifetime of an American ninety years old at
present would have spanned several great eras. In his
childhood he would have heard his parents tell stories of
hardship during America’s war for independence. He
would have seen with his own eyes an America of forests
and wilderness transformed into a world of machines, of
electrical and chemical inventions, and of great cities. He
would have witnessed shiploads of poor but ambitious men
from Europe, cross the Atlantic and rush ashore to release
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their boundless energy clearing forests, digging mines,
building railroads and highways, constructing factories,
founding great cities, and accumulating huge fortunes.
The machine was first used to save man’s labor but it soon
did things impossible for human hands.

The signs of wrecking companies are highly symbolic
of the rapid changes in the appearance of American cities.
In any big city today you will see many signs and advertise-
ments of wrecking companies. In other countries, wreck-
ing a house is part of the work of the building companies,
but here house-wrecking has become a speclahzed profes-
sion., This is partly because of the huge amount of wreck-
ing to be done and partly because, as a specialized profes-
sion requiring the development of particular skills and the
use of expensive machinery, it can be done more cheaply
and with greater speed. These professional wreckers have
wrecked an entire city of houses. New buildings too are
put up with startling rapidity.

FACTORIES ANSWER THE CALL OF ARMS

Today American material progress has not slowed
down because of its great achievements in the past but,
in fact, has speeded up. The astonishing story of indus-
trial conversion in the war is an illustration. From the
time of the last depression until 1939, America’s production
climbed back to its peak. During this period there was no
munition industry to speak of; what manufacturing of
arms was done was on a small scale. In March 1941, after
Congress passed the Lend-Lease Act, President Roosevelt
made his “arsenal for democracy” declaration to
the world, and set up the Office of Production Manage-
ment, which absorbed many leading industrialists. This
new office gradually transformed the American industrial
machine into a machine for the manufacture of arms, but
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the production proceeded at snail’s pace. Only a few of
the heavy industries, such as those manufacturing locomo-
tives, began making airplanes, tanks, and other weapons,
Figures showing America’s production of civilian goods in
1941 are as follows: 5,000,000 cars and trucks; 3,700,000
refrigerators; 2,000,000 washing machines; 13,000,000
radio sets; 4,700,000 stoves and heating apparatus of
variods kinds; 2,000,000 vacuum cleaners; 5,500,000 elec-
tric irons; 5,400,000 electric clocks, and untold quantities
of other commodities. The quantity of arms produced in
that year did not compare with the production of civilian
goods. ‘

After December 7, 1941, the situation changed beyond
recognition. The following January 6, President Roosevelt
announced the nation’s aim in arms production, and
strengthened the administrative agencies dealing with
armament production. In February of that year no more
cars were manufactured. April ended the production of
radios, phonographs, refrigerators, vacuum cleaners,
amusement and vending machines. May saw the stoppage
of productionr ¢f washing machines, electric irons, stoves
and other electrical equipment, and metal furniture and
other articles—in fact, as many as 400 metal items. July
ended any production of sewing machines and many more
metal articles. By October, 205 industries were required
. to discontinue the manufacture of civilian goods or were so
limited in their use of critical materials that they went
over to armament production. Finally, the use of metals
or critical materials was restricted to farm tools and items
absolutely necessary for daily life.

Large factories with a considerable number of workers
and engineers accepted armament contracts directly from
the government, but among the 184,000 American fac-
tories, 168,800 are small plants employing less than one
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hundred workers each. Since these small plants could not
produce complicated modern weapons, the government held
exhibitions in the towns and cities to explain the methods
of armament production and the ways of obfaining con-
tracts or subcontracts from the government or larger fac-
tories. In this way, numerous smaller workshops were
absorbed in the roaring tide of armament production. Those
who could not manufacture a complete weapon obtained
subcontracts from larger factories to make parts.

Since a modern weapon is frequently made up of many
complicated parts, small shops would often work together
"in the production of an article. For example, one item
used in suspending the wheels of a tank is made up of as
many as fifty-four parts. One small stove factory, which
could not make even one of these parts, organized seventy
smaller factories in the neighborhood to produce the fifty-
four parts, and assembled them in its own plant,

Another instance occurred in a town in Florida the
month after Pearl Harbor. All the small factories of the
town gathered together, rented the training ground of a
circus, moved their machinery into the ground, and to-
gether made airplane landing wheels with a total value of a -
million dollars a year. Thus numerous industries were
converted within a single year from civilian to armament
production, and United States munitions flowed like a river
to the world’s battlefields,

In modern mass production converting machinery
from civilian to armament manufacture is frequently a
slow and costly process, and it is often quicker and cheaper
to build new factories. America’s armament production in
the war did not depend entirely on conversion but to a
considerable extent on new factories. Her industrial
equipment in 1939 was valued at approximately seventy to
eighty billion dollars. In_the next two years it increased
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nearly twenty per cent. In 1942, America’s total expendi-
ture for military purposes was forty per eent of that for
other commodities and services. This figure grew to sixty
per cent the following year. But in spite of this, the
production of civilian goods in 1943 was thirty per cent
more than in 1939. That is why, despite the great in-
crease of the buying power of Americans in war time, the
United States was able to avoid serious inflation,

THE MATURING OF AMERICAN CULTURE

When we see pedestrians in great American cities
rushing along instead of walking, and the personnel in
American offices and factories running about or their
fingers flying on typewriters and calculators, we cannot
help occasionally asking why they are so rushed. Is such
a busy life really worth while? It seems to have becoms
an inseparable part of machine civilization and its rea’
value is a riddle. Without questioning the intrinsic value
of machine civilization, however, let us look into the busy
habits of Americans.

In a little more than a century, these Americans
cleared a wild continent, and built the world’s richest and
most luxurious civilization from forests and empty
prairies. Again, in two brief years, they converted an in-
dustrial machine whose complexity is beyond the grasp of
man’s imagination, into an effective, well-integrated
armament industry which furnished the world with wea-
pons to fight the dictatorial monsters. How could the
Americans have accomplished all this without frantic
haste? When the poor of Europe first flocked to America,
they found everywhere opportunities which they had to
grasp with all possible speed. They rushed to build rail-
ways; to secure land, gold, and oil; to invent; to build
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factories and business enterprises. All the periods in
American history have been brief and people have had to
hurry in every period.

We frequently criticize Americans for their lack of
cultural refinement and gentleness, for their overemphasis
on practical things. These criticisms may have some justi-
fication, but their origins can be explained. We have al-
ready seen that America started not as a land of the rich
but of the poor, and that her history is very short. Many
American frontiersmen, who have had to do hard labor of
all kinds, are still living today. With a continent waiting
to be cleared, they have had no time for cultural refine-
ment and gentle manners, for tending a flower garden.

When enterprises are rising everywhere and oppor-
tunities are rich, the immediate problem is to accomplish
things quickly. This is why Americans like to finish a
job first and talk about it afterwards. Under these con-
ditions, who has the desire or time to talk about purely
theoretical things? One’s whole life is spent in building
some . practical enterprise, in practical work. The Ameri-
can railroad giant, Frederick Townsend Martin, once went
to a seaside spot in Florida with a friend. The friend
remarked, “The earth is really beautiful. I wonder if
Paradise can be as beautiful as this”” Martin turned to
answer, “Unless there are railways to build in Paradise,
I don’t think I would like it up there,” Martin, like most
railroad magnates, came up the hard way as a laborer.

In the nineteenth century, America looked to Europe
for leadership in the field of culture. A scholar was not
respected unless he had studied music, art, science, or
philosophy in Europe. European fashions, the social life
of European nobility, was the captivating dream of rich
Americans. Sons and daughters of American million.
aires sought to marry European nobility as a means of
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improving their social position. The important buildings
in American cities at that time were in the classical Euro-
pean style. An America which had suddenly developed
into a materially progressive state, lacked confidence and
still looked to Europe for its cultural refinement.

But twentieth-century America is a different story
in the matter of science, technology, and education. It has
now developed world-famed centers of learning which do
not blush when compared with any similar European in-
stitution. Some of these American rostrums of learning
have even forged ahead of those in Europe. Lincoln was
the last President from the backwoods; all the heads of
state after his time were college or university men. A
French girl, who came to this country as a refugee during
the war and was studying at an American university, when
asked her opinion of America, replied, “Europe is too back-
ward. Here everything is growing and progressing.
There are only seventeen universities in France compared
to the 1,700 colleges and universities in America. The
difference is striking. One feels that one has stepped into
a new cultural world.” The comparison may not be en-
tirely fair since America is much larger than France and
naturally has more centers of higher learning. How-
ever, the population and area of the United States are not
one hundred times those of France.

American literature is ever attaining new heights.
Readers in other countries have long been familiar with
the translations of the works of some American writers
such as Sinclair Lewis’ Main Street, and The Jungle, by
Upton Sinclair. Other writers noted for their penetrat-
ing pen in depicting social scenes include John Steinbeck,
Ernest Hemingway, and John Dos Passos. Ever since
the days when Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s .
Cabin helped to bring about the “Second Revolution,”
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emancipating the Negro slaves, each generation of
Americans has produced powerful literature which has
aroused popular interest in social problems. In poetry
and other fields of literary endeavor, America has pro-
duced shining stars who have commanded world-wide
admiration. .

In the field of music and art, America is still young
but is rapidly maturing. Music of native composers is
now heard on the American stage and concert hall,
which formerly played chiefly European selections. Jazz
not only plays an important part in American daily
life but also furnishes rich material for great
symphonic pieces. In motion pictures, the wonder
child of the twentieth century, America has topped the
world. Museums and art connoisseurs, who previously
bought pieces only from the European masters, are now
beginning to purchase the work of American artists,
depicting American scenes. There are famous centers
for artists in various parts of the country. We rarely
encounter new buildings in America which are in classieal
European style. Manhattan, which was bought from the
Indians for twenty-four dollars, is now firmly ruled by
typically American skyscrapers. The rugged sky line
of skyscrapers portrays for tourists not only the general

outline of New York but that of America’s native culture
as well.

After the fall of Paris in 1940, the world capital
of fashions moved to New York, and New Yorkers are
determined to maintain this status. Many observers
agree that American women are the most fashionable
in the world. This may be the work of American dollars,
but we cannot deny that in its cultural tastes Ameriea
has more than caught up with Europe. During the two
world wars, a large number of the European nobility
have come to this country. In World War II while
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bombs were exploding everywhere in Europe, you could
pick up European nobility by the handfuls in any big
American city, many of them working in factories and
stores. - The result is that the American’s worship of
European nobility has disappeared like smoke in the
open air, and its social life is no longer the great dream
of the wealthy American. America is maturing cul-
turally at a rapid pace.
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CHAPTER SIX

PROBLEMS OF DEMOCRACY
AND INDUSTRIALISM

America has achieved epoch-making progress in
democracy and economic development, but this does not
mean that she has brought about the millennium in her
brief history of a century and a half. Each time the
country leaps into a new era, she wades into troubled
waters. In the frontier days before 1890, whenever a
man felt dissatisfied with his job or environment he
could pick up his belongings and go out into an empty
world to build an independent career. Since the close of
the fronter, it is not impossible for an ambitious man,
even without money, to establish a small business, but
in most cases he will become hired help in a complex
and impersonal world. In 1860, four out of five Ameri-
cans possessed their own land or independent business;
today, four out of five live on a salary or wages handed
out by others.

THE BIG FELLOW AND THE LITTLE FELLOW

Great changes have also descended upon the organ-
ization of America’s business. During the three decades
following the Civil War, Americans discovered the
advantages of large-scale business organizations. This
discovery netted many lucky ones huge fortunes. Big
organizations suddenly came into fashion, swallowing up
small firms or snuffing them out of existence. When
Congress passed the Anti-Trust law in 1890, almost the
entire oil industry of the country was in the grip of
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Rockefeller’s Standard Oil Company. As many as five
thousand sugar factories were merged into the Amer-
ican Sugar Refining Company. By 1900, from fifty to
ninety per cent of the commodities used in daily life,
such as tobacco, matches, and biscuits, were controlled
by huge organizations.

Since the strict enforcement of the Anti-Trust law,
big trusts like the Standard Oil Company have been
forced to break up into independent competing units.
Unfair attempts by large companies to crush small ones
or to control the market were strictly forbidden. Never-
theless, the definite trend is toward “big business” with
its numerous economic advantages. Its influence instead
of decreasing is still growing. Because of the pressure
exerted by the Anti-Trust law, we cannot arrive at any
accurate estimate in regard to the undercover activities
of the big companies.

With the great industrial mergers arose the chain
gtores. These utilize centralized scientific management
"and large-scale buying. They administer from several
to several thousand stores, selling goods cheaply, and
making it more and more difficult for the independent
shops. Everywhere you go in America today, you are
bound to find these neat-looking chain stores, showing
up the weaknesses of the old-fashioned independent
stores around them.

Large-scale business organization has brought
about a highly efficient and economical system of manage-
ment, It has produced cheap automobiles, telephones,
clothes, and numerous gadgets which make up the high
standard of living of the American people. But the
chances of success for the small independent enterprise
have become narrower and narrower, and the degree of
economic freedom for the individual is also shrinking.
The outlet for the individual is no longer the unsettled
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land, but to become hired help in some large complicated
organization, like a negligible part in a complex
machine. His alternative is to take up a small inde-
pendent business, the disadvantages of which are grow-
ing with time. Men of superior ability can, of course,
rise readily even in gigantic complicated organizations.
In fact, many high executives in big business today
worked their way up from laborers or other lowly posi-
tions. Most big railway men work their way up instead
of being born into their high positions.

The question is how the average man can maintain
his freedom in these large complicated business machines
and secure a position commensurate with his ability.
How can the modern efficiency of a large business organ-
ization be maintained without turning the average
worker into a mere cog in the 'wheel, thus curtailing his
opportunity for full development? With the close of the
frontier, America left behind a world where the pre-
dominant struggle was between man and nature, and
entered a world where the struggle is between man
and man. How can freedom and opportunity for the
average man still be maintained in accordance with the
country’s democratic tradition? These are some of the
questions America has taken on together with her
brand-new industrial civilization.

ENJOYING THE FRUITS OF INDUSTRIAL

" CIVILIZATION

Before the outbreak of the second World War,
President Roosevelt declared that one-third of the
nation is ill-fed, ill-housed, and ill-clad. Those who see
only America’s luxurious stores, beautiful streets, and
smooth hard-surfaced highways may not realize the
truth of the President’s words. But if we were to lose
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our way in a poor section of a big city or among the
workers’ homes near a factory, we should see an entirely
different picture. There we should find row upon row
of dilapidated buildings, numerous dirty ragged children
playing in narrow streets. If we ask one of these chil-
dren where he lives, he may point to a windowpane
thickly coated with smoke and dust. Curiosity might
lead us into one of these houses where we would see
dimly lighted corners and squeaky floors, with many
families living on each floor. If we enter one of the
homes, we may see several rooms with beds, chair, a
table or two, a chest, a coal stove, a sink and wash
basin, and clothes scattered on the beds and floor. Some
of these rooms may have eight or ten or even more
persons living in them. Some contain four or five beds,
and frequently three or four children sleep in one bed.
The toilet is often an outdoor privy.

This is the other side of America’s world of luxury,
totally different from her middle class homes. These in-
clude a patch of lawn and flowers, a dining room, living
room, bedrooms, and toilet cleaner than a Chinese eating
table. They are equipped with electric lights, a telephone,
vacuum cleaner, washing machine, and an untold number
of the gadgets of modern living. )

The above dark picture may not represent the situa-
tion of the entire working class, still there are large num-
bers of people huddled under the dark shadow of America’s
modern materialistic civilization. In New York—a city
outwardly sophisticated, intoxicated with songs, dances,
pretty dresses, and perfume—one quarter of the inhabit-
ants live in “old-law” tenements. In 1937, Philadelphia
and St. Louis each had 10,000 outdoor privies. In the
same year, Minneapolis had 8,000 houses absolutely devoid
of any water system, even hand pumps. It is worse in
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the rural districts, of course. In the era of electricity we
still find farmers everywhere using the good old kerosene
lamp.

The New York Times reported on November 14, 1935,
that there were 135,000 undernourished children in New
York City. The White House Conference on Child Health
and Protection reported in 1980 that there were no less
than 6,000,000 undernourished children in the country. In
1937 a rural school teacher introduced me to two contrast-
ing American families. In the home of the first, where I
had dinner, I saw hardly any meat under the dim kerosene
lamp; I had only vegetables and bread. The next day we
vigsited a middle class farm where we had lunch. My
mouth watered when I saw a big platter of roast beef being
placed on the table. 1 have always been grateful to that
teacher for showing me the two sides of the story of
Amemca s machine civilization,

How many poor people are there i in rich and luxurious
America? There is no accurate answer to this question,
but let us look at the statistics for 1929, the peak year
of America’s prosperity. Figures for that year, indicating
family incomes, are as follows:

Number of families Annual income
5,899,000 $1,000 or less
10,225,000 $1,000-%2,000
5,192,000 $2,000-$3,000
- 3,672,000 $3,000-$5,000
2,256,000 More than $5,000

At that time the United States Bureau of Labor
Statistics disclosed that the adequate annual income to
maintain a healthy family was $1,900 in New York,
$2,100 in Chicago, and. $2,300 in San Francisco. Accord-
ing to these figures, there were between six and ten million
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families with an inadequate income at that time. Thus,
large numbers of Americans are still unable to enjoy the
fruits of scientific and industrial civilization. How eco-
nomie progress can be brought to the masses is a problem
that has come to America together with her rapid ad-
vancement.

THE QUESTION OF SECURITY

The above figures represent a year of peak prosperity.
In years of depression, the number facing financial diffi-
culties is much larger, and in the American economic
system, depressions come to call with the regularity of
malaria. They came in 1837, 1859, 1873, 1893, 1913, 1929
— one depression every twenty years with almost
uncanny accuracy. When the United States was still an
agricultural country, most of the people would suffer
economic losses and a reduced standard of living but not
actual starvation during these years of depression. But-
in industrial America the majority depends upon busi-
ness jobs for its bread, and when a depression causes
business collapse and a reduction of workers and wages,
it brings far greater hardship, even danger, to the people.
In a country where banking is well developed, as in
America, a man may labor and save throughout his life
onhly to find all his savings evaporated with the closing of
his bank. A careful and thrifty man may find himself
innocently dragged into hunger and poverty by a depres-
sion. Such economic insecurity is another great problem
in America’s rapid progress. Recently, however, the
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation has assumed res-
ponsibility for protecting depositors, thus offering an
effective remedy.

One of these depression monsters in a complex, im-
personal, industrial community entalls many fatal ex-
periences. The great depression that began in 1929
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scattered tragedies across the entire country. There were
sixteen million unemployed, and eleven million working
but one to three days a week. The unemployed included
twenty thousand school teachers. Countless idle workers,
small business men and even professors were reduced to
selling apple§ on the street. Parents, unable to feed their
children, were forced to leave them to orphanages,
husbands and wives were parted, each going to live with
hig parents; men, women, and children were evicted from
their hdomes because they could not pay rent.. Shanty
towns lined railway tracks and even public parks. Hun-
gry guests called on garbage cans in the alleys, and re-
spectable people were driven by hunger to seek help from
public welfare agencies, not daring to greet an acquaint-
ance on the street. Yet in this great tragedy we find
the burning of potatoes and wheat in order to maintain
price levels. This is what we call poverty in abundance,
man-made famine. We use the word famine only meta-
phorically because the large-scale relief measures of the
central government were very effective in the depression,
and extremely few people actually died of starvation.
Nevertheless, we can see from this picture that the masses
in America still lack economic security.

UNEMPLOYMENT

Economic insecurity stems not only from the regular
vigitation of depressions but also from the phenomenon
of normal unemployment. Except in wartime, when there
is always a shortage of labor, we find more than a million
unemployed even in times of prosperity. The ranks of
the unemployed naturally swell in years of depression.
In 1935 there were 3,833 applicants for every hundred
office jobs in New York.

In the rapid current of modern economy, numerous
business organizations fail every year or are combined
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with others into larger units, with the result that many
people are thrown out of work. Another cause of un-
employment is technological. Whenever a new machine is
installed it takes the place of many human hands. A
man who finds himself replaced by a machine or because
of a new business set-up may learn a new gkill or look
for another job if he is young, but if he is old his chances
of a come-back are very limited. If he has accumulated
some savings, he can live meagerly on them or start a
small business, but if his savings are limited and he has
the burden of a large family, he will have to look for a
job against numerous odds. Many modern efficient busi-
ness establishments have fixed policies not to hire workers
above the age of fifty or even forty. If an older man is
hired he is frequently put in an unimportant job, not
utilizing his lifetime skill. Socially speaking, this is a
waste of man power and hard-earned skills; speaking
from the standpoint of the individual, it is the tragedy of
old age. In a scientifically and technologically advanced
society, one who has devoted his whole life to conscien-
tious work should have the right to enjoy a happy old
age. But in the highly competitive economic current of
America, both unemployment and underprivilege of old
age are serious problems.

Technological unemployment, however, is relative
rather than absolute. A new technological invention may
throw some out of work but it also creates new industries
for a large number of new workers, If we visit a modern
steel plant in Pittsburgh, we see a few lonely workers in a
huge building, manipulating machinery and pouring tons
of modern steel into molds. We cannot help recalling that
this work was formerly done by tens or even hundreds
of workers, and we unconsciously think of this as tech-
nological unemployment. But when we visit the labora-
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tories of the same plant, we find hundreds of scientists
and technologists doing research work. This is tech-
nological employment because when one of these experi-
ments achieves success, tens of thousands of workers will
be employed in some new industry of its creation. Thus,
when the telephone was first used it replaced several
thousand messenger boys but the telephone industry now
employs more than 400,000 workers. New opportunities
created by technology show the other side of technological
unemployment. The sclution of America’s technological
unemployment is naturally not the halting of its progress
but the orderly distribution and transfer of man power,

CAPACITY PRODUCTION AND FREEDOM FROM
WANT

1t seems inevitable in human society that part of the
people shall find themselves poor or unemployed. This
may be true in a society of backward economy because
the production of goods is limited by slow handieraft pro-
cesses and the number of consumers is large. But since
the development of machine production, the most crucial
problem is no longer poverty caused by the scarcity of
goods but the distribution of surplus commodities. When
it is no longer a question of insufficient production but
one of overproduction, the abolition of poverty becomes
a real possibility. To a country of backward economy,
President Roosevelt’s “Freedom from want” seems like
a fairy tale, but in America where production technology
has resulted in such great progress, it is a real possibility.

According to the book entitled America’s Capacity to
Pfoduce, published by the Brookings Institution, produec-
tion in the United States from 1925 to 1929 was at least
twenty per cent below the maximum practical limit. Ade-
quate utilization of the means of production in that year
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ought to have brought to the American people the fruits
of secientific civilization. In other words, if the produc-
tion equipment had been utilized to the full practical
limits, twenty per cent more goods could have been pro-
duced. Translating this into dollars, America could have
‘produced an.additional fifteen billion dollars worth of
goods. If these additional goods were distributed among
all the families having an annual income less than $2,000
in 1929, it would bring their income up to that level. In
other words, America could, theoretically, wipe out
poverty merely by using her surplus production power.
The Civil Works Administration in its National Survey
of Potential Product Capacity in 1935 published a Chart
of Plenty which stated that if America’s raw materials,
equipment, and man power were fully utilized they
could produce goods that would require an average
annual income of $4,370 for every American family
to consume.  Naturally these figures. are hypothetical
gince the differences in people’s abilities and efforts will
not permit of an even distribution of goods to all families.
Nevertheless we can see that America has potential ability
to banish want and hunger. We can also see that a na-
tion cannot solve all the problems of its people’s happiness
merely by adopting modern technology and efficiency.

POLITICAL DEMOCRACY

Democracy in America has indeed progressed with
time. Since the establishment of the Republic, the poor
people have consistently expressed their will through its
constitutional government. They forced the Bill of Rights
into the Constitution; they sent champions of the com-
mon folk like Thomas Jefferson, Andrew Jackson, and
Abraham Lincoln to the White House; they changed the
system of indirect election of the President and senators
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into one of direct election by the people. The method of
elections has become increasingly fair since 1888. The
Civil Service law passed in 1883 greatly reduced the evils
of the party spoils system. In general, the rights of man
have been closely observed, except in the case of the
Negro. All this does not mean that American democracy
has reached perfection. Poll taxes in the South still pre-
vent Negroes from voting. No federal law has yet been
passed to prevent lynching. A considerable number of
citizens of voting age still do not go to the polls. Since
the rise of big cities, political bosses and political machines
cause corruption in many localities. Control of the press
by “big money” has to a certain extent impaired the peo-
ple’s freedom of speech. These are a few defects in
America’s democracy which even a layman can spot.

EFFORTS TO FIND A REMEDY

Not only the foreign observer can detect some of
America’s economic, social, and political perplexities, but
Americans themselves are becoming aware of them. The
pedple and government are constantly discussing them
and attempting to find a solution. Since the 1880’s there
has been a distinct trend by both the people and the gov-
ernment toward emphasis upon social and economic prob-
lems. Furthermore, the crash in 1929 produced import-
ant legislation during Roosevelt’s administration.

In the past half century there have been many at-
tempts to solve these problems: The Anti-Trust law
aims at limiting the excessive aggression by big capital
and protecting the free development of smaller enter-
prises. The progressive rates of the income tax are an
attempt to make a fair distribution of the public burden
on people of varying incomes, thus $400 is taken out of
an annual net income of $2,000, while $800,000 is taken
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from an income of $1,000,000. Insurance on savings
banks' deposits protects one from losing his lifetime sav-
ings. The government has limited activities on the stock
market in an attempt to mitigate the evils of gambling
in stock, which time and again has shaken the nation’s
economic structure to its foundation, Work and emer-
gency relief tided over the worst period in the depression
years for millions of people. Social legislation passed since
1935 includes: unemployment insurance; old age pen-
sions; federal aid for orphang, expectant mothers, fami-
lies overburdened with a large number of dependants,
disabled children, and the poverty stricken. The federal
crop insurance protects farmers from serious loss in bad
years, while other farm legislation gives farmers the
benefit of loan and various aids. Federal housing acts
enable people to build adequate homes with government
guaranteed loans; local government housing projects fur-
nish the low-income groups with large-scale housing facili-
ties. Time and again Congress has debated legislation
on the poll tax and lynching questions. All these are but
a few of the many public and private efforts to improve
the people’s social and industrial welfare.

It would take volumes to list all the social legislation
by the United States government. Whether this legisla-
lation can attack the root of the evils mentioned above is
debatable but it is a fact that many Americans have bene-
fited from these public measures. Among the many post-‘
war plans of this country is one to guarantee the people’s
security from the cradle to the grave. Such proposals
show that the Americans are aware of their defects and
are attempting to remedy them. But America’s greatest
contributions are freedom of speech and democratic con-
stitutional government. Under the system of free speech,
leaders and people alike are free to discuss openly any
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problem, examine openly any defect, and propose openly
any plan of remedy or reformation. - From the great
diversity of opinions expressed in the press, one feels
that Americans will not let any illness grow in the dark
until it becomes an incurable disease. At the same time,
under the system of constitutional government, the ma-
jority can always express its decisions regarding its own
welfare at the polls, With the progressive lifting of
educational standards, the people understand better where
their own benefit and interest lie, and the continuing ad-
vancement of Ameriea’s education is an evident trend.

These factors, together with America’s progress in
science and technology, and her immense productive
capacity, with the confidence, energy, frankness, speed,
and practical nature of her people — all make one
feel that America is a country full of hope and deserving
our attention. That America tops the world.in prosper-
ity and progress is too glittering a fact to need
emphasis. Therefore, we have to point out rather the
shadow behind the bright light. It takes hundreds of
vears for a civilization to mature, for a historical age to
arrive at a state of balance. The history of machine
civilization is still short; modern machines and the energy
they generate are still new; man has not yet worked out
an adequate social organization to utilize them wisely.
Such an adequate social organization will not appear
abruptly, for its complexity has never been experienced
by man in the past. America is still young. Her defects,
like measles in a rapidly growing child, will not be fatal
to her final growth and development.
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