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VII Nova Literaria Phyfico-Medica curiofa;s
containing a Defcription of the Cereus which
flowered at Norimberg in the Year 173 0. Com-
municated by Jo. Georg. Steigertahl Arch. Reg.
Hanov. Prof. Helm. Soc. Honorar. Coll. Med.
Lond. & R.S. S. to Sir Hans Sloane Bart.
Pr. R.S. & Coll. Med. Lond.  Tranflated from
the Latin by T. Stack, M. D.

T HE Cereus Pernvianus happened lately to
flower at. Norimberg, in the Garden of Mr. Fobn
Magnus Volkammer, who is well known to the
World by his He/perides Norimbergenfés. Upon
this Occafion Dr. Chriffopher Fames Trew made ule
of all poffible Care and Induftry to acquire a thorough
Knowledge of this Plant. Wherefore we will compen-
dioufly communicate his Obfervations at prefent, wait-
ing his own giving an ample Account thereof, with
Copper Plates, fuch as he has fome Years fince given
of the .4merican Aloe with the utmoft Accaracy and
Diligence. '
This Cereus, {eparated from another, of which it was
a Branch feven Years'ago, and expofed in open Air all
Summer, grew without pufhing forth Branches. It is
fix Foot three Inches high, and thirteen Inches thick.
It has feven Angles at its Bafis, eighit about the Mid-
dle, and nine near the Top. . Its upper Part is of a
Sea<Green, on Account of the Powder with which it
is covered; its Jower of a Grafs-green. The Down
of its“Prickles is between Palte and. White about the
Top, evety where elfe it is Brown. On the fifth of
September,
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September, at the Height of fix Foot-two Inches from
the Ground, it fhot a certain round Knot from its
Trunk, which without any help of Art, fo encreafed
and extended almoft horizontally, that on the four-
teenth of the fame Month, it was eight Inches long,
and plainly thewed a Flower, though as yet clofed,
embelithed with a beautiful Mixture of Green, Purple,
and White. This fame Evening the Flower began to
epen, and continued till Midnight ; when being entire-
ly fpread, it was fix Inches in Diameter. It was of a
pretty ftrong, but not very pleafant Smell. After
Midnight it gradually contrated about half an Inch,
and remained thus till next Day ar Noon. Then it
began to contra& fafter, to half the Diameter the ex-
panded: Flower was of; and the next Morning it was
quite clofed and withered, but hung on the Trunk till
the thirtieth of September. The Beginning of the
Flower is a fort of Tube three Inches long, not quite
an Inch thick, between a yellow and a pale Green.
Its Surface was fmooth, but chanelled by certain {inall
narrow Furrows, between which, blunt Protuberances
were feen torun, in a parallel Order, along the Ridges.
Where the Tube expanded itfelf, it divided into more
than forty petaloid Segments, ranked in fix feparate
Series, - the three inferior and exterior whereof here
and there confounded their Order; while the three
fuperior and interior remained regular and unmixed.
Thele Series were diftinguifhed by their Size and Co.
lour. Thé firft, or exterior was of the {fame Colour
with the Tube, viz. of a pale Green; but its upper
Part gradually inclined to a Purple. The fecond and
thitd had. half the inner Part greenifh, the Edgesof a
more intenfe Purple. The fourth was between yel-
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low and white, terminating in purple Tops, The

Tops of the fifth were likewife purplith., The pe-

taloid Segments of the fixth were very tender and

white. The Segments are of an oblong Figure, and

in the firlt Series were terminated with blunt, in the

others, with more and more pointed Tops. The in-

ner or {ixth Series, which contained thirteen of thefe

Segments, exhibited all the Edges finely and lightly,

but irregularly cut and divided. The Pifillum of
equal Height with the Surface of the Flower, and hol-

low like a fmall Tube, ran, at its upper End, into as-
many fine pale Filaments, {fpread in the Form of a

Crown, as there were Segments in the inmoft Row,
vsz. thirteen. The Day before the Flower dropped

from the Ovarium, the Place where it was to fepa-

rate was marked by a blackith Circle, at which the .
Tube feparated fpontaneaquifly from the Ovariam or

Matrix, that is, the Rudiments of the Fruit ; the

Piftillum fill firmly adhering to the Ovarium. The

Flower, now fallen, being diffected longitudinally,

the Origin of the Stamins lay open to the Eye ;

and it very manifeftly appeared that the petaloid

Segments of the Flower, far from affording the leaft

Mark of a natural Partition, ftuck fo very clofe to the

Tube, that not one of them would quit it without

tearing it off by Violence.

The Fruit, though it came not to its full Growth,
plainly evinced, by Infpe&ion alone, that it is
not prickly. Upon Difle&ion it afforded a vifcous
Juice, and within was a certain Cavity, the Sides
whereof were every where, except at the Bottom,
thick fet with an innumerable Quantity of fmall 77/
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to each one of which hung an oblong, white, pellucid
Veficle, which is the Rudiment of the future Seed.

We hope this Defeription will not be unacceptable
to Lovers of Botany, not only becaufe the Cerens does
not often flower, nor are there always at hand Per-
{ons either able, or willing to give the Attendance re-
quifite for rightly obferving and defcribing {o tranfient
a Flower: But alfo becaufe it plainly difcovers the
Errors committed, even by very great Men; in the
Defcription of this Plant and its Flower. The Grof-
feft of thefe Errors, doubtlefs, is their ranking it
unanimoufly among the polypetalous Flowers, whereas
it is monopetalous. But as for other Remarks, which.
our moft diligent Author has furnithed’ us with, for
corre&ing the Hiftory of this Plant, we will, for want:
of Room, refer to the next Opportuaity..
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