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At the week's close, the parties of the Left were in a tragic condi-

tion, with every apparent indication thet their fu': retreat might well become
a rout, .Ihe visit of the Russians, tu which they nal luoked forward with

eager anticipation, was, ironicailiy, ‘one of the factors in consolidating the
hostile public reaction, . FAN -

The evidence of Leftist confusion hal multiplied during the course
nt the period in.review. LIUH, "ung "eung, titulsr head of the Peonle's
.arty, was one of the first to sease L2 barometeris drup, and he had
scurried to the storm shelter. LYUH hed not been, nomin:lly at least, a
member of the Communist Perty, The discipline of the Left rested upon him .
-sufficiently lightly to permit him to make the initial overt break from the
pro-Trusteeship front of the Left, He issued a rather rem-rksble statement,

-- a statement which could have come only from an Oriental politician.

In substance, LYUH's statement was; "It is thé lcaders' fault that
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our brethren are 4isunited on the question of Trusteeship. Among the leaders,
I am most responsinle, 1 did not rightly recognize the desi~es of our brethern."

In an excess of ncnitentiel zeal, LYUH, "ung Heung had beaten his breast, go-
ing on to say, "It is an unconscionchle and e shameful thing to begin a diffi-
cult task beyond the reach of one's ability and aspirations, It was because
of my egotism that I plunged into the political picture......I do not really
wish Trusteeship......I had been thirty or forty years awzy from home, and T
no longer knew the peole's mind," His statement concluded with a pious plea
for forgiveness, -- "A leader may hope to be forgiven, if he criticizes him-
self severely." =
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 LIUH s retreat appears to have caught his ovm party unprepured,

They fumbled for two days, pondering a reply to the statement of the legder,
"hile their enemies gleefully hailed it as "the confession of a traitor", |

- they weighed out their official party attitude. They apvarently reached the
conclusion that ILYUH's own personsl following, inherited from the old .
revolutionary days, must still be valued, They did not readl him out of the
party. - But the answer that they made, when it came, was a pathetic effort,
that revealed the difficulty of their position., They plciged renewéd con-
fidence in his leadership, and added that they did not regard his &tatement

as having been a retreat from their previous viewpoint,

At this most unpropitious time, the PLK bombshell burst, the morn-
ing of 15 January, PAK, Heung Yong, leader of the Communist Party, had
previously been interviewed by a group of foreign correspondents, including
RICHARD JOHNSTON of the NE” YORK TIMES., Now, from the San Francisco radio,

came .JOHNSTON's report, that PAK had advocated the uvltimate admission of

Korea as_a component member of the Soviet Union. No one was surprised to
learn that this was the ultimate objective of PAK or of any other orthodox

Stalinist, in Korea or elsewhere, but many peop’e who know PAK as an astute
politician dovbt that he made such a statement. The universal outcry of

rage that greeted the report must have surprised even the Communists, in its
volume and intensity. Their period of deliberation was very short. By the
following day, they were ready with their own denisls and denunciations, °The
denigls, when made, were vigorous and unqualified, but they were scarcely
heard in the clamor. .To the mind of all but the most devout of the party
faithful, the mask was off. ' 7 .

A visible flood of indignation and violent intent mounted, PAK
went into hiding, a prudent sct, since it was reliably revorted that his
enemies had pliced a price of 300,000 yen upon his head. Even in inflation,
300,000 yen was a figure to-stir the cunidity of many. PiK's radio speech

4 of denial was made by proxy.
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This radio specch itself became a storm center of centroversy,
before the proxy delivered it. ‘A delegation representing some fifty groups
had called upon the Public Information Section in Military Covernment to
forbid the radio to PAK or other traiters. References Lo Voltalre hsd
fallen upon deaf ears, The delegation had left, unreconciled, and predict-
ing that any nequgper tha+ dared to prlnt uhe sucech woulu bu courting

disaster.

- The warning was rememhered =t wmeek's end, when the v1olent demon- yﬁ
strationn of Friday night included the wrecking nP the nlant of CHOQEN IﬂHIN ’

From 16 January on, reports grew in volume, that HU, Hun hed
resigned as head of the Peoble's Republic., This was the one list ingredient
needed to complete the picture -of dismay end demoralization on the Left. It
is still imrossible to verify the report officielly, but spnokesmen for the
People'!s Republic appear to lack strength in their denials., In the main,
their position is thct the report is still only unofficlal.

In the wisdom of rftrrthouaht, it was casy to observe that the weak-
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nesses of the Left's:position had besn there all along,  Fondomentelly, they
had been faced with an impossible task, Regarilcss of hat might be thought
of Communism as en isol:-ted philosophy, as en org:nized politic.l fercc it
remains inseparable from the international aspirations of the Soviet Union,
Tn eszenee, therelore, it Y:d heen the difficult task of Stalin's follovers
to magke the idea of Russian dominance popular with the Koresns, That, it
was apparent, was too Herculesn a task for even their tirelegs efforts.
Korean acquaintance with Russian contacts, frem the cightecn-ninsties dovm
te thc nresent day, had been too unplessent, and the n- ulonﬂl avareness of *
this had pehetrated too deeply, even cmong the other wise non-politically-
minded peaszntry.

It had taken the Moscow decisions to precinitote the chemiesal
solution, and to stwrt scpuarating out the elements, Gronting that the
demonstrations 2. been encouraged and not wholly spontanecous, the fact
remained that they had represented the very genuine TﬁuCtihn af the over-
uhelm ng mass of the Korean people.

The reasons for this adverse sttitude were not rard to analy?e.
DONG A ILBO spoke the nationzl mind when it said,"Thourh (we are) poor and
~i=crable materially en account of Japanese e: exglo itation, we have a unlgue

1stogz and culture, unﬂrlor abilities and noble desgires."

The Korean is a proud person; he regards his culture as uninue and
advanced; he is self-confident; he knows still COﬂDdTathe_y Jittle of thg
eutside world; and ‘he has a vast and very gemuine sense of nalionalism,

forced into ho+-h0use erowth by the four decades of Japanese oppression,

For the agents of the Comintern to have believed that these neonle
were ripe to trade in their newly-won nationszl identity, for a bit rele in
the Soviet's international drama, had been a monstrous error of judement,
And the Communist Party had erred severely, in assuming that it could safely
d=fy the public feeling, instead of trying to ride with it. In their defiance,
t“ 2y had merely sped the education of the Koreans te the politiczl truth that
a loyal Communist follews the Moscow line first, and his own beliefs and his

country'!s interests but second,

As for the conservativeq, they contimied to make capital of the
situation, but their opvosition to Trusteeship had calmed dovn to a more
rational tone, as illustrated by the words of the Nitienal Committee for anti-
Trusteeship, which sneke of the "misplaced kindness of the powers,”

At thkis stage of developments, it would appear to e of value to
devote a passing thousht to the interesting position of the People's Mepublic,
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In the immediate past, it has been too easy, and too incorrect, to write this
of f as a mere adjunct of Communist policy. This has not been the case., Neor
could it ever have been accurately regarded, as it has been by some commenta-
ters, as "a product of the union of the Peonlet!s Party and a group of other
smaller parties," The actu:zl status of the Peonle's Republic is far rere
co_hcx than that, and understanding it involves knowledge of the "transmission-
belt" principle of Communist operation., The system had its inception in the |
middle thirties, in the time of the Pepular Front movements, in Furope, It
involved then, and it involves now, the practice of infiltration by -trained
agents inte larger groups, whose members do not agree with all the party
principles, but who can be induced to go along on a lesser program of common
ohjectives, to be extended when and as possible, i ‘

the chaotlic cenditions that accompenicd the collapsc of J: panese
power, last August, provided an ides1 situation for the applicatien of this
technique., = The People's Republic, on its lower levels of organization, grew
in part spontaneously, in part under Japanese direction, in part under frankly
Communist control, 2nd in part under conservative auspices. It mist not be
forgotten that in many places the new grouns moved into a virtual governmental
vacuum, Previously-existing socizl or revolutionary committees, or farmers!
erganizations, movel in full into the functions of local government, and

became units .f the People's Republic,

The “conlc's “srdy, --=- not identical with the People's Republie,
though frequently hard to distinguish, -- was created by Communist organizers,
to take into membership a wider group than could he responsive to the appeal
of the Communist Party itself. It was desicned to provide the intermediate
transmission wheél by which the whele machinery of the People'!s Republic
would be controlled, since it was believed that most of the loczl members of »
committees could be induced to join the People's Party, and would tﬁerehy

be led into the minimum orogram of Communist collaboration,

i In this elaborzte plan, temporarily hichly successful, it 'can be
seen why 1t was essential that the People's Republic itself remain, in
theory, totally non-partisan. This fact accounts for the willingncss, ==
even the anxiety -- of the Communists, in the early days, to have some well-
known conservatives affiliated with the P ople's Republic,

The motive of the Japanese in entrusting local control lmrqelg to

“nown leftists has been, during five months, a subject of vartisan debate.
e Left maintains that the J punese, afraid, wanted to place résnmonsibility
. where they knew the power .lay. The Right insists that the motive was to
make Korean unity and progress impossible. | |

| “hatever the past successes, and vhatever the Japancse motives, the
- elaborate fabric appears now in process of being ripped asunder, At this
phase of its evolution, it cppears most probable that the Peonle's Renublic
is foundéring on the rocks of the Russian question. The organism mav either
slide from under tlic daminance of the Communist Party, or atrophy under the
impossible burden of carrying the Communists with it., In may places, its
reglonal units are likely to gravitzte, as units, under the influence of RIM,
Keo and his follovers, L

It remains then to coggider vhat sources of strength the Left still
does posscss. First among them is the belicf, held by many, thet American
interest in Korea will decline as the war rccedes in memory, and that as the

Americans withdraw, the Russians will be in on their heels, The sense of the

fearful inevitability of Russian overlordship preocupies many, and lcads a
part of them to the belief that it will be pronerly arrayed in the bridal

garments,

There is an awareness of the fact that to oppoce the Americon pro-
gram does not involve the same lethal personsl possibilities as are implicit
in eppesition te the pregram of the Northern Colessus,
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A basis of remaining Leftist appeal is dissatisfaction over food,
tied into the chaotic flnan01d1 situation, the reasons for which many Koraans
find it hard to comprehend Many peconle, not only of the lowest classes, are

repeating the plaint, 'We used to have morc food, even though we had to_give
half of it to the Juvanese,!

L s e RS S —— -

' Another source of what appeal the Left still makes, to intellectuals,

desplte its liabilities, will be found in the attitude of the Right. The
conservative leaders appear to believe that they are coming into power, . But
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thus far they give scunt cvidence that they realize that vover carries com-
pensating responsibilities,

The prevailing thought of an uncomfortably large segment of the
Right can well be quoted in the words of an enthusiastic young democrat, this
weck, "Here (in this room) we are all good Democrats, and when we have cut
off the Communists's hcads, this will be a good democratic country."

. There is stil) an almost universel ipability to see anything but
incarnate evil in ng;;ﬁ1ca1_gl§g?nggg§g§ -- gtill a willingness to idcntify
opposition to one's party program with treason to one'!s state, There is still
much 1io service to the idecl of party unwty, but the unity that is mzant is
the unity of enforced agreemcnt, There is complete unawarenzss of the salutary
effect of divergence of thought within the body politic. Therc is no compre-

hension of the legitimate rights of opposition partics,

Nowhere is this uncorpromising spirit more apparent than in the
frequent statements of CHO, So Ang, who is a rising porer in the Provisional

Governmcnt, and is more and more commonly acccptcd as its sSpokesmaN.eeeecesee

“Even.if'wa cannot compromise in our policy, our normal power will be able
to unite the country.“

CHO, So Ang, it may be conjectured, may well regard himself as the
coming Robespierre of the Right. His intransigeant attitude is increasingly
becoming the position of the Provisional Government, In the course of the
week, culled from his numerous statements vwere the following expressions;™
The, Provisional Governmcnt intends to takec its own mcasures to establish the
government., o believe that this government will obtain internationzl support,”
"Te have been too_busy to discuss party unification,”" "Ncither the Provisinnal
Governmcnt nor any good citizens, will cooperate with “ny govermment that may
be set up undbr a trusteeship.”

In-this connection will be read the persistent reports (unverified)
that SHIN, Tk Hi, Interior Minister of the Provisional Governmcnt, is again
trying to extend his authority over the police.

- . As the third weeck of 1946 ended, pafty unification was a dying, if
not a wholly dead, cause,

Nonetheless, meetings were ctill being held in its name, == the
most important of them being held today., 20th Junuary, in SEOUL, under the
acgis acgis of the Provisionil Government, To their scssion, they have invited
ropresentation of some twenty-five groups and parties, including the Communist
and. People's Parties, and including also Koreans residing in China and the
United States, One delegate is invited from each groun nared, and since the
list 18 well padded with subordinate or at lcast fricndly groups, it avppears
most probable that the Left will heve declined to send its invited : agents,

The meeting is designed to give the erring brothcrs a lest chance to come

nome on the terms of the Provisional Government. Their refusal to attend, or
thelr refusal to agree if they attend, will be tsken as the last wilful denial
of grace, cutting them off from the unification, which will then be expected
to procaed vithout them, ' c

ul

Actual unification of parties is ocut of the realm of possibility at
Ehr_EZEQEEE but consolidation of the Right proceeds, A beneficiary of the
movement of events may be Dr, RHEE, Syngmen, who has always opposed the efforts
to find a modus vivendi with the Communists, and who now finds his viewpoint
increasingly popular,
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Only passing mention is due to the newcomer in the party field,
which madc its bow in th: radio speech of the founder, 18 January, The
People's Democratic Party (MIN CHOONG DONG), brain-child of I'F, Chong Heong,
anpears to regard itself as vaguely right of center., It criticizes the
Cowmunists, in that they are false followers of Lenin, (This charge is left
wi: 'ocumented.) At this writine, it may be judged that the Peonle's Democratic
Party will acquire no great following.

Rightist sentiment is now fairly well solidified into three principal
parties, all giving varying meacures of support to the Porvisional Government, .

| —f =

e — s W S S e —————

a1 This withholding is
due in part to the refusal of the Military Government to allow the Provisional
Government to claim receoenition as a government; it is dve in part also to a
degree of personal anbition in the various lcaders, This is annarent in the
varying approachcs of the three, to the question of the intciim government
possibly to be established by the Russian-Americen conferences, '

The New Korean Nation=list (Rggigliggl_ggrtv of LFE, Ken Sung shows
least concern for the direct continuity of the new government-to-be, from

the Provisional Governmment, The Kore:an Democratic Party has resolved that

the powers "should establish a new government, based on the Provisional
Government." And AN, Cho Hong, speaking for his Nationalists, says that in
the new set-up, "the choice of nersonalities is imnortant, hbut it is bhest

that the new interim government should succeed to the orthodoxy of (XIM, Koo's)

government,"

AHN, Chai Hong apncars to be most concerned of the party leaders in
trying to keep his group in a middle-of-the~road position,

variance with the over-gll pattern, Thus, the conservative group have spawned
aii offspring bearing the somewhit survrising title "Revolutionary orkers!
Farty of Korea." On the other hand, the local press re»orts various gifits of
money, by members of the Democratic Party, to the Preparatory Association for
the National Army, a Communist-fathered strong-arm group, now under the ban
of Militeary .Government.

Many of the aspects of Korean nolitics remain bizarre snd baffling
to the foreign observer, So numerous have been the ceremonial gifts of blood-
writings pledging loyalty or vowing revenge, &s to inspire in one observer the
1rreverent comment that a cood copious nosebleced can constitute a political
asset of magnitude,

As an indication to the peoples susceptibllity. to.willd rumors the rewie
of the week is not complete without the addifion:! mention of the beliei, which

gained wide temporary currency, that Secretary Pattcrson had been sent to Korea
because of "ashington's fear thgt ro agreement coull be reached with the
Russians, 1n which event he was empewered to make a declaration of war and lead

the American Army into Manchuria.

On the favorable side of the picture, must be statced the zecalous
~actions of the Korean police, in the disturbances of Friday night, Despite

the fact that many of them must certainly have been friendly to the aspirations
of the Student Alliance Associztion, they went loyally into combat, and success-
fully apprehended over a hundred of the rioters. The incident may be taken as
one indication of a beginning of a sense of duty tm the state, rising above
partisan predilections.

To conclude the narrative, it may be said truly that neither side
woubs general bloodshed, each fears it, and each is preparing for it, -- and
urouestionably each looks forward hopefully to at least a little unilateral
shedding of the blood of the traitorous opnosition.’
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