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I've been a Wikipedian since 2004.
| contribute because | like helping
to create a free, reliable reference
work for the entire world. I'm happy

to help you learn how to contribute,
too, so you can add your knowledge
and make Wikipedia better.




Editing with VisualEditor

With VisualEditor, you can see what your changes will look like as you
edit, so you can focus on the content. Just click on the parts you want 1o

change and start editing.
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Editing with wiki markup

Wiki markup is the original form of editing Wikipedia
articles (and on some browsers, it will be the only form
available). It gives you precise control over the content
and appearance of the page, once you understand how it
works. Some of the underlying wiki markup for an article
is pictured below. See how many of the corresponding
clements you can find in the VisualEditor illustration.
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For more wiki markup help, see the cheaisheet on page 19
or visit the reference page | shovtcut [HMARKUP].
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Preparing to edit

Anyone can edit Wikipedia, but there are some basic rules. Here are some of
the most important ones to follow as you start editing:

Neutral point of view

Everything on Wikipedia must be written
from a neutral point of view. Articles must
not take sides, but instead should describe
— accurately and without bias — all the
significant viewpoints on the topic published
in reliable sources. Argumentation or
advocacy does not belong in Wikipedia
articles.

No original research

Simply put, Wikiped:a is not a place 1o
publish original ideas. Rather, you should
summarize what others have published in
reliable sources about the topic. Articles
may not contain any new analysis, and they
should not synthesize published materials 1o
reach broader conclusions beyond what the
individual sources say.

Copyright and plagiarism

Since all contribunions are freely licensed,
no editor owns any article; all of your
contributions can and will be edited and
redistributed. Except for brief quotations,
copying content from copyrighted sources
onto Wikiped:a is not allowed. Whether
direct copying or close paraphrasing,
plagiarism and copyright violation are
disruptive and time-consuming for
volunteers to clean up. It's important that
all content you contribute 1o Wikipedia 1s
written in your own words. (Public domain
and freely licensed content may also be
added to Wikipedia as long as it is properly
attributed.)

Reliable sources

Information in Wikipedia needs 1o be
verifiable, based on reliable published
sources. You should include citations for the
information you add 1o the encyclopedia,
s0 that others can check it for themselves.
The most reliable sources for Wikipedia are
third-party sources with a reputation for
fact-checking, such as books published by
academic presses, peer-reviewed academic
journals, and international newspapers.
You should be using sources that represent
significant viewpoints, rather than one-off
studies or fringe work. Try to find the best
and most reliable sources available on the

topic.

Conflict of interest

If you have a conflict of interest about &
particular topic — such as an employer or an
organization you are & part of — you should
avoid editing articles about it

We've developed these policies
and principles over the years so
we can be sure that Wikipedia
is as reliable and useful as
possible.

What is encyclopedic style?

Writing in an encyclopedic style and a formal tone is important when adding

new content 1o Wikipedia. Instead of essay-like, argumentative, or opinionated

writing, Wikipedia articles should have a straightforward, just-the-facts style.

Here are examples of the do’s and don'ts of encyclopedic writing.

Inappropriate

Britannica and the Future of Encyclopedias B

Encyciop@dia Britannica, although a celebrated and historically
significant encyclopeda, has little relevance in modem soclaty, —
Instead, mes! experts agree that the fulure of the encycicpedia
genre belongs to Wikipadia and other wiki encyclopecias —
created by regutar foks like you anc me. Irenically, while it was &
great influance on Jimmy Wales and the intrepid pem
of amateur encydopedists who crealed — and conlinue o create

— Wikipedia, Britannica in recent years has come to symbolize -
everylhing wrong about the old ways of creating and distibuting
knowladge: top-down control, unaccountable gatekeepers

who cecide what does and doss not merit coverage, copyright
restrictions and high prices that limit access 1o the wealthy,

and — In s current online form — Intrusive advertising that
undercuts the rekability and usability of its contert. —
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Sinca the early 1990s, the Bntannica has faced new challenges
frem digital infermation scurces. In rapidly changing fields such
as sclance, technology, politics, culture, and madaern history,

tha Britannica has struggled o siay up-io-cate, a problem first
analyzed systematically by its former editor Wabker Yust, ')
Although the Bntannica s now avallable both in muitimedia form
and over the Internel, its preeminence is being challenged by
other onine encyclopedias, such as Wikipeoia,

Do:

Use plain language

* Be brief

+ Cite sources to back up factual
claims

* Anribuate viewpoints to the

people who hokd them

Avoid stating conclusions,

except when aunbuted 1o a

specific source
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More about English Wikipedia

Each language version of Wikipedia is different (although there is a lot in
common across languages as well). These are some of the things specific to
English Wikipedia that you may find useful.

Creating your first article
Starting a new article on English Wikipedia — and making sure it doesn't get
deleted — can be tricky. For a detailed guide on creating your first article, see

shortout .

Wikipedia Signpost — . |
The Signpost | shortcut is a weekly community Q,hz g[gnpﬂﬁt
newspaper, covering Wikipedia-related news and research, . =

important discussions, new Featured content, and more. You can even subscribe

to have it delivered to your Talk page each week.

Uploading non-free images

In general, only freely licensed or public domain images can be used to
illustrate Wikipedia articles, and these should be uploaded to Wikimedia
Commons (commons.wikimedia.org). However, limited exceptions are allowed
on English Wikipedia under the non-free content rules | shortcut
for things like album covers. Non-free images uploaded to Wikipedia without a
clear justification under the rules will be deleted.

WikiProjects
WikiProjects are groups of contributors who have a common WikiProjects Directory

interest when it comes to editing Wikipedia. Browsing the

existing WikiProjects | shortcut and joining ones that interest
you can be a good way to find things you want to work on and connect with
other Wikipedians.

Wikipedia 1.0 assessments

WikiProjects on English Wikipedia have a system for rating the quality and

importance of articles, known as the Wikipedia 1.0 assessments | shortcut

WP:ASSESS |. For quality, these ratings go from Stub (just the beginnings of an

article) to Start to C-class to B-class, and .

then the formally reviewed ratings of Good 1 || -

Stub Sant ¢ i Good A Featured

article, A-class, and Featured article. artiche artiche

You can see the ratings for an article at the top of its Talk page, and most
WikiProjects maintain a table showing how many articles related to that
WikiProject have each rating. Browsing WikiProjects for Stub and Start articles
15 a good way to find new topics to work on.
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Localization guidelines (Bookshelf)/Editing Wikipedia

< Localization guidelines (Bookshelf)

For newcomers, figuring out how to edit Wikipedia can be challenging. Many new contributors like to have something to hold on to: printed guidance. That's the
purpose of the Editing Wikipedia guide, which is primarily designed for use in outreach programs where newcomers are introduced to Wikipedia: workshops,
non-Wikimedia conferences, edit-a-thons, education programs, and the like. The initial version is written in English and targeted for editing English Wikipedia,
but it is designed to be localizable for other specific languages, geographies, and use cases.

The challenges of designing and publishing a guide that will work worldwide in multiple languages are enormous. What works for one group in one place is
completely different for another group elsewhere. All we can do is try, keeping in mind the vision: to freely share in the sum of all knowledge. On the whole, the
content is written to be applicable to most Wikipedias, even where the rules, expectations, and wiki configuration differ from English Wikipedia — but if you are
localizing it, you should go over everything carefully and make whatever changes are appropriate for your language version. The brochure includes a page
devoted specifically to things newcomers should know about English Wikipedia; this entire page should be re-written to cover the specifics of your language,
and whatever is most important for newcomers on that Wikipedia to know.

The illustrations and examples of Wikipedia articles focus primarily on the theme of "encyclopedias”, with screenshots of the article Encyclopedia and of a
stub article on a specific historical encyclopedia (Penny Cyclopaedia, with the example username that of an historical encyclopedist (Ephraim Chambers).
These theme is likely to work well in many languages (with language-appropriate examples), although the theme can also be changed completely. Except for
the example prose on writing in proper encyclopedic style, most of the text is not specific to this "encyclopedias" theme.

The booklet features 18 Wikipedians who express how and why contributing to Wikipedia is important to them. It also explains how to navigate Wikipedia,
important principles and rules, and of course how to edit Wikipedia using VisualEditor and wiki markup. The featured Wikipedians' portraits — and their
testimonials about why they edit — come from the "Thank You All" 2012 annual fundraiser campaign . Any or all of these can be replaced with editors who
work on your local Wikipedia.

Editing Wikipedia is part of a suite of general guides for newcomers, all published with a common design style in a format that can be adapted as needed to
work in your location; the others are lllustrating Wikipedia: A guide to contributing content to Wikimedia Commons, and Evaluating Wikipedia: Tracing the
evolution and evaluating the quality of articles. The physical dimensions for print are for the standard BS paper size: approximately 7 x 10 inches (14 x 10
inches flat); 177 x 255 mm (354 x 255 flat). To modify it to A4 format, you can print the PDF at 116% . Additional details about the files, work process and
ways you can localize the guide are given below.

Sage Ross and LiAnna Davis can provide help and advice for localization, and please let them know if you are creating a localized version even if you don't
need any help.
Contents [hide]
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What is Wikipedia?

{1 Wikipedia—the free encyclopedia that anyone can edit—is one of the largest
collaborative projects in history. With millions of articles and in hundreds of
languages, Wikipedia is read by hundreds of millions of people on a regular basis.

9 A lot of content already exists on Wikipedia, but many important topics have poor
coverage and some have no article at all. Wikipedia relies on contributors like you to
keep information current, expand short "stub" articles, and create new articles on
topics not already covered in your language Wikipedia. Contributions you make to
Wikipedia can enlighten hundreds, thousands, or even millions of people worldwide.

When you make an edit to Wikipedia,
you're joining a community of hundreds of
thousands of people—Wikipedians—who
have freely contributed their knowledge to
Wikipedia. What Wikipedians are doing
has the potential to change the world. But
there's still a very long way to go before
we collect the sum of all knowledge.
That's why we need your help.

What you contribute to Wikipedia is free &
content and becomes part of the commons.
It may be edited and reused by others under
a free license.
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Wikipedia — the free encyclopedia that anyone can edit —

is one of the largest collaborative projects in history. With
millions of articles and in hundreds of languages, Wikipedia is
read by hundreds of millions of people on a regular basis.

A lot of content already exists on Wikipedia, but many
important topics have poor coverage and some have no

article at all. Wikipedia relies on contributors like you to keep
information current, expand short “stub” articles, and crearte
new articles on topics not already covered in your language
Wikipedia. Contributions you make to Wikipedia can enlighten
hundreds, thousands, or even millions of people worldwide.

What you contribute to Wikipedia
is free content and becomes
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be edited and reused by others
under a free license.

When you make an edit to Wikipedia,

you're joining a community of hundreds of
thousands of people — Wikipedians — who
have freely contributed their knowledge to
Wikipedia. What Wikipedians are doing has
the potential to change the world. But there’s
still a very long way to go before we collect
the sum of all knowledge. That’s why we need
your help.
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Editing
Wikipedia

I've been a Wikipedian since 2004.
| contribute because | like helping
to create a free, reliable reference
work for the entire world. I'm happy
to help you learn how to contribute,
too, so you can add your knowledge
and make Wikipedia better.

PDF:
http://education.wikimedia.

org/welcometowikipedia

Printed copies:
|davis@wikimedia.org
or grab one at 6th floor
reception!
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