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Martin Rulsch

● active in Wikimedia projects since 2005
● author, photographer, admin, organizer, 

mentor, software developer and lecturer
● Wikimedia Steward since 2007 → access 

to banners since their inception
● Wikimedia Deutschland

● board member 2011–13
● employee since 2015
● currently responsible for the 

promotion of the volunteer support 
programs, etc.

2

License: Sandro Halank (WMDE), 2019-09-04 Martin Rulsch by Sandro Halank (WMDE), 
crop by Martin Rulsch, CC BY-SA 4.0

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Sandro_Halank_(WMDE)
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:2019-09-04_Martin_Rulsch_by_Sandro_Halank_(WMDE).jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode
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PAST



Martin Rulsch, Banner campaigns for marginalized content, Wikimania 2021

Other banner types
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MediaWiki:Watchlist-summary

MediaWiki:Sitenotice
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m:Special:CentralNotice

CentralNotice
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Main facts
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● accessible on metawiki (m:Special:CentralAuth)
● can be requested by anyone on metawiki 

(m:CentralNotice/Request), please respect the 
calendar (m:CentralNotice/Calendar)

● handled by very few CentralNotice 
administrators, Stewards or WMF staff

● originally developed for fundraising campaigns 
(~2012), adjusted for WLM campaigns, since then 
also used by community

● low coordination, barely improved by developers

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Special:CentralNotice
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/CentralNotice/Request
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/CentralNotice/Calendar
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Meta:Central_notice_administrators
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Meta:Central_notice_administrators
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Stewards
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Special:GlobalUsers/staff
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m:CentralNotice/Request
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m:CentralNotice/Request
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m:CentralNotice/Request
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Admin interface
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Campaign
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Campaign
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Banner
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PRESENT
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Functions (beginners)
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● each campaign can be focused on:
○ the current Wikimedia project
○ language of user settings
○ geolocation of IP address (national and regional)
○ full or partial display
○ logged-in or anonymous users
○ mobile or desktop version

● various statistics (tracking)
● campaign types (which can be disabled in user 

settings): advocacy, article writing, photography, event, 
                         fundraising, governance (+maintenance, special)
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Functions (experts)

16

● display JavaScript or CSS
● often just a clickable graphic are given in the request
● various adjustments would be possible because magic 

words as well as MediaWiki configuration values can 
be used, e. g.:
● edit count
● registration date
● page title

● user groups
● gender

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Magic_words
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Magic_words
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Manual:Interface/JavaScript
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CentralNotice
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Magic words
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MediaWiki configuration 
variables
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What is possible atm?
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● banner for all accounts with gender female set which 
have been created less than 3 years ago or just made 
between 10 and 50 edits per month in the last year

● invitation of active editors who read Wikipedia articles 
on chemistry to the WikiProject Chemistry

● notification for all functionaries to join the UCoC 
functionary meetings

● theoretically displayed for individual users or pages
● etc.
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FUTURE
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WMDE project
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Background
● WMDE has identified topics and matching methods for 

promoting their volunteer support program
● one topic is LGBT content on German Wikipedia which can 

be found on Category:LGBT and subcategories

Goal
Display of banners in articles in 
Category:LGBT and subcategories
for active community members

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Volunteer_Support_Germany-Austria-Switzerland
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:LGBT
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:LGBT
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WMDE project
● ✓ Development of script and banners: a prototype 

script was developed and works appropriately (test 
code)

● ✓ Combinability: usable with other parameters like 
activity, magic words, MW configuration

● Documentation (planned): step by step manual for 
creating your own (sub-)category tree, transfer into 
the banner code and CentralNotice request

●
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https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Special:CentralNoticeBanners/edit/wmde_foerderung_bewerben_01
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Special:CentralNoticeBanners/edit/wmde_foerderung_bewerben_01
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Ideas for use in 
marginalized contexts

● notifying readers of articles on marginalized 
topics in a region to a nearby edit-a-thon on the 
same topic

● pointing new editors who browse through articles 
on marginalized topics to a matching WikiProject 
or user group

● inviting active users with female gender settings 
to a WikiWomen user group

24



Martin Rulsch, Banner campaigns for marginalized content, Wikimania 2021
25

What are your ideas for 
campaigns?

Do you have any other 
questions?

Future
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