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% The United States of America et al

UVersys

ARAKI, Sadao et al -

EVORN DEPOSITION %
Deponent’ : ABE , Nohuyuki

Having first duly sworn an oath as on attached sheet and in awcordance

with the procedure folloved in my country I hereby depose as follovs,




vef. Doc, fﬂ 922

1. My address i€ as follows:
No. 88, 1 Chome, Shimotakaido, Suginami-ku, Tokyo. |
-5 From June in the 5th year of Shova (T.N.l930) to Decembar of
same year, I served as temporary acting War HMinister of the HAMAGUCHI -
Cabinet and from August in the 1l4th year of Showa (T.2.:1939) to
January of the noxt year as Premier,

Concerning the China Incident some may say that e Jnpanese were
preying upon the Chinese but 1 believe thoughtful Japanese never had
the idea, to takc ra agcressive policy towards China. ' They rather
hoped to coexist with the Chinese for rutual proeperity the continent.
In short, nothing scriocug would have hoppened, prob-bly if the Chinese
had taken steps to help Japan econonically, direstly or indirectly,
senoe everything vas based on the view that the continent vats of utmost
importarge for the existence of Japan,

The China Incident, T believe firmly, would not have occurred,
if the ture feelings of Japan hzd been understood,

17 one but look at the time cf the declarctions of the govern-

ment Anthoritics, beginning.bf +he China Incident, the leaders of
the KOFOE#Cabinet nroclaimed "non-expansion', "no-rep:ration' or
"no punishment vhatscever" and the like and again when you consider
they said so w.th true intent’ons, I helieve it can be said that
the goverament anthoritics never did think of ag7ression,

T am conv:nced of the fact that the Tang=-Government was not a I
Puppet-Government nor a special onc, From my impressions from

contacts with cach of the officials of the Government I feel that

they nover had anbitions to teke tho reins of government by means

of mauking such a govcrhmﬁnt, which was alvays thinking cbout catering

to the wishes of Japanese and contrary to thuse of the Chiness.

Tn respeet to the porticuylars on the ‘organization of the Tang-
Governacnt, I knew very little of the detsila prior to its establish-

ment, beeause the Governnent had been organized boforc we entered
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the Cabinet and as I had only begun to genorallly understand their in-

. tentions just prior to ny rosignation, ™hen it was orgcnized, I was
t0ld to go as Ambassador sentrary to my wishos and so I went to Ghina as
Ambassador . Going therc and observing thoir talks on all kinds' of
ﬁ:ﬂblems, it sccmed te me in short that they felt peace bctween Jepan

and China wosS necessary to be restorod &a spcedily as possible and for

China to return to normaé%. And if what Jaran says 1s unreasonable
concerning thia she should be resisted le the end, But Japan has de-
clared non expansion of the incident the taking of territory or collect=-
ing of reparations. I{ this is so, it would be better to make peace with
Japan quickly and settle the matter. This, "let's hurry up and shake
handsg, "-was-their thought ~apparently ané in short the basis on which
VWang Ching-mel came on the part of the Wang-regime, therefore, they were,
quite earnest in their assertions when the so-called "Fundamental Pact"
w»as made and there vere always warm controversies among them on.questiona,
on which most Chinese mere not eady to be persuaded.

1 myself only attended the first and last meeting when the conclusion
was made, But all reports .made me feal hovw strongly the Chinese side had
insisted on their opinion.

I believe that they at least vere not of the type who would become
leaders of a government which mas but for the convenience of Japan and
used as a tool.

I remember ¥Wany Cbing-mei proclaimed and declared many times that
he would not object to the dissolution of the Nanking-Government at any
time, if the Chungking-government would but fall in with his views of peace,
To save the country was their aim., Chiang Kai-shek's motto was "Save the
nation by resisting Jopan", but Vang Ching-mei's was "Save the nation
with peace". Their mottos were of course not the same, but even Chiang
Kai-shak must have been aware, I believe that ultimately peace had to be
made with Japan ;§h‘5ugh perhaps under certain conditions, It is not
reasonable to think that he was thinking that war between China and Japan

had to be fought without end of forever, I believe it Tas only a matter

of differonce of opinion on the eonditions. vang Ching-mel vas of the
s ST
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opinion that the J-panese declaration ras right ﬁnd that Chinc -—ould be
saved by alloring Japan to execute her promise, and it seems that he did
lose this faith even to the end. Some people may have said after the
Nanking government was formed that it had but little imfluence or tha’
Jeonon made it move vhichever way it pleased but as for "in7, bSurning with
a desire to have the Chinese Government act as werthily as the Chinese
Governnont as possiblo put forth every effort possible it seems,

In this respect, Jasin oo tried to consider “ang Ching-mel's desires

as mush as posgible, it seems, But their activities were limited

within the administralion in the occupied districts as e were still
fightiﬁg with the Chungking Government and I beleive there no doubt

vere many {nstances of thia sort due to the exigencies of military opera-
tions, Consequently people were easy to take the Hanking Government as
reak=hearted and as if it did nothing but follow Junan blindly., But I
always thought that that vas not so, I think with gradual decrease in
demands from the standpoint of operations in time the Nanking-government
would have been able to exhibit its strengbh cs the Chinese‘government.
loreover, in that case the separate existense of the tro governments
would no longer be necessary and I felt in time theywould have become
united into one, At that time, there was further a peace=-move, the
so-called "Ghungking-move" betwveen the Chungking Government and Japana
e, however, could not only be unfavourable to such a move, but hoped
that we weuld be ahle to obt2in peace ltween Japhn and Shina thrwugh co-
operation on the two sides, through the Nanking-Government,

In short, we alviays expressed our hope and actcd ascordingly that
the llankinge-government itself and Chungking become onc in accord to do
business with Jaran., Consequently one can think that the Nanking Goverm-
ment did not just follow Japan blindly and again, we had no intention of
having her doing so and associated with her on equal terms,

T went to Nanking in late April and concluded the Pect on 30 Nov,
“hat we were doing up to that time »as that after rsashing there in

late April, we mutually began to make utterances and held discussion
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to conclude the basie treaty in early July, Preparations in the home
country, however, vere delayed and instruction did not arrive. Por
this reason wve were forced to wai£ in idleness here.,

Our negotintions were ended for the time being in late August,
Following this, however, at our Govcrnmﬁnt'a request dctﬁilrd Ghanges
vere made until October.and a decision had not been reached even then,

I came home in Octobor and at the time thought that if the treaty could
not be concluded that there vas no alternative but to give up the
negatigtions, I

To do such a thing, however, would be a bad story. After speaking
vell about everything to not go through with the treaty at the final
moment would mean that ths ®ninese would lose faith in us, After the
government sent all those pucple out for its proparation, an about face -
at the time of the signing —ould have meant an absulute losB of faith in
the Japancse intornationallyi Tn late Kovember I ras ready to resigh my
appointment end mas prcparing forits In a metre few days hovever cirsumstan-
cos turned out that the Pact vas to be concluded at last so I returned to
China and signed the Pact., The reason way things turncd out this why wae
that there *cro some of the opinion that my negoti:tions with the Chinese
gave too many advantagos to the Chinese. I also believe that thore waere
others too vho felt it vas better to restore negotiatisns vith the Chung-
king Government again than to negotiate vith an unin«fluential party as
Vong Ching mei, So there may have been people who thought I was letting
the Chinese have things too much to their omm Way but it seems the army then
agreed with my thinking and supported me from the beginnihg to the ¢nd in
its reporte to Tokyo. I believe that Tany Ching-wel ras & true Chinese,

He was.never a Japanese, He was desirous of.alﬁayahbringing:hnppiness
to China and was willing to go to any end. To sreedily save China he
negotiated with Japan and went all out, I think, he was right, You can
not say that he wvas impuﬁant because he would not follow Japan?s every whim,

If the tables were turned we would foel the same ay, Ao a Chinesc it was
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only ngtural fer hix it~ do all he would flor the benefit of China,

I always felt ve must understand u‘p standpoint as he differed from
Chungking in the way of means only., Latg;{I'wrote in a magazine once but
at any rate I aaid that in settling the Chinaae problom te ge hy'Japqnose
morals algne veuld mean failure, The Chinesc have Chincse merals and
they have their ewn view ppints, Ve muast understand this weli?izep
in mind their faelings and do negotiations, otherwise it probably will
not-w-rk sut, 1 emphasizcd and snee wrote of sueh, The Japancse too
ofien think that they are doing the Chinese a lot of favor . They
horever, gaid at thc¢ time that ve are not gratéful at all too many things °*
that the Japancsc feol they are doing out of kindness, That is because '
although they may have bcen done trith good will to them many things have
not beon beneficial and on this point I thought ¢ must give a lot of
thought and consideraticon before carrying them out,

Conccfning the evacuation of troops they rere dormright insistent,

Even in the way a scntence was wiitten they demanded revision, For

instance, ""e shall begin the evacuatidn of troops immediately after
public peace 1s recstorod" instead of ""e shall evacuate our troops
after publid poace is restorcd" or again to "Simultancous with the
restoration of public peacc troops shall he evacuated"

Although we said that immediate withdraral wcs the same as similtane-
ous withdrawal, the Chinese insisted on lmmodiate withdraval; othermise
they said that they ‘-ould not assent, As the Chinvsc, differing from
Chungking, were ncgotiating with nething and vithout arms and were in
a region accupied by the Japancse at that, they must have folt awfully
~ecak and helpless, Decapite this as they still insisted on varieus

points, I think even now that they muat have had to put forth a great

dcal offort in deing so,

Rogarding oconomic'problams, too, the Chinesc could not b2 acquicSseed
on an equal footing vith the Japanosc cven in the matter of investing™
capital, Thoy insistod on a retc af 51 te 49 in their faveur, Their
recasoning was that as all tho things wore ef the Chinese, the Chincse

mugt have merc than half the shapes,
e
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As a man likc HMau Tan-ping vug origzinelly a 131_-,5,-01.-’ it secms that 5
]

Rpry

he violently arguocd on my word or that may turn disadvantageous to China. : 1']

For instancc, hcn a propositien vas made to form a company to develop Aj

‘_l-. :5

a mina, he claimcd that morc than a Ralf of the sharcs of the firm.must

-
B

be in Chinesc hands, Again, on anothcr nccasion fecling it apprepriate . i)
i for Japan and China to pot together in dcviico’ng the centinent looking

at the futum™, o propescd te invite Japunase Capital and teenniques in
erder that Japan oni China might ecooperaite in this vwork, It was not
meant as en economic iovesion altheugh for the nament we hﬁd to lool: te
China for supplies “ron military neeessity. Evon here they mentiencd at
every oppértunity that China was the subjsct,
5« The Japancoe army was for a long time junt bargly sufficient in butb
defending Japan only. Up t; the time of the Sino-Jopancse war Japan had no
ather plan but defense or in other words strategy iTor defense,

And vhat is indsed nmusing is somothing tvhich I teo only learned
later but it was vith ﬁhe beginning of the Sino-~Jnpancse war that a
preparation for an exrcdition was first vritten up:

Some units, I hoard, just barcly finished thoir rlans of mobilization
and yperatien,

So the army of that tian wos mexely enc for protecetion ¢ in times
of invasion,

When, hovever, it 'nu compelled t2 go out in order to settle dhe

W\
\

Kerean problem, our army did se and wer, This save us a good lcssen that
vars can not be e¢nded so long as ve remedn in a passive state, that we
mist rin after all if we vish to end the var, and thut in order teé vin
wve must take the e’ frnsive,
If a var ig thrust uoon ud; we arc lesors so long us o remadn
pagsgive v thout shriking o single blok, . 8%, ¢ bogan ta fecl that ve
8 had te bc preparcd to at least strike beclk if struck a® and so plans for

offensive warfare camo abeut, And such theights and the necessity eof

} “: getting forth on to zontinent camc much, muih later, Even the Russo-

. l Japanese war vas compelled to be earried on ¢n such an evernight alar,

Suoh being the case, up te this tige. theughis as malding an army fer the
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purpase ef territerisl evpansien vas indeed net in eur minds, Just

pretecting ourselves was the ﬁnst we wduld :pbe te  de, For ingtance,
even in the vay ef fortificati-na‘we prepared-ntthiﬁg but these fer
defense against pesmibYerlandings fram war ship-borme enemf%. This
would net de; if we were te wait fer them te sonc the results meuld

bé nething mere than Aelf-destruetien, Astrough we ¢ net like te fight,
enee it has begun, e must adept a plam ef Lemating the enemy by setting

ferth and geetinsz hir; the ebjest ef the hattlae is ef eourse te preteet

eur evy esuntry, but as= & means Jf proteati.niwe must beat da'm the fae,

As a result, eur tactics underwent a change frem merely a defensive ef
~atepping them around the surreunding area ef the guns but af stgpping

them frem landing, of attacking the enemy on the sca so as ta prevent it
frem landing, er going further to strike them on their omn scil, This ahianmpgy
change, havever, meant anly a change in the method ef fighting, its aim |
still remained fer the pretoction of the country. Later on many theore-
tieal arguments have been advanoced in favour ef military preparedness.

Te bamk up diplomacy; necessary fur the preteection ef natienal Interests;

or else far the developnent ef national strength and so on, 32Re that

as it may, there is ne mistake that the Japanese Army in its beginning
extremely conservative., The i‘anchurian insident is no exceptian, no

ene kad intenged er planned it frem the beginning. ™hat Japan wi;hed

in the case ef Manchuria wrs in the main te enesble our people te live

confortably but nnpretenti‘usly by utilizing Manchurian reséurces by

. '.'l; -
o

cepporation with the Chang tsuo-Lin Government. lainly, we needed
Manchurian Soy-beans and ceali i"e never entertained in the slightest
any territerial ambitions, er p&liticai ideas, Every one theught
nething seuld be better if Manchuria véuld be able to maintain peaee,

| net have any wars, receive no trouble frem Chinese Headquertars and the
Japansle there being able te live peacefully and eomfartably carry on
their business, Havever, aa the yecars woul Ly the @han; Tse lin Gevern-

ment increasingly rould not ceoperate,

Sy &
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They remonstrates that the ra’llway under construction vas different from
that as first agreed. 1f constructed, a pregtest would be duly filed,
saying it was agreed othert se. Bven a minor quarrel regarding their
work between a Chinese and a Japanese, invariaﬁiy'became a proﬁleh for
the Consul and the MUKDEN regime, '

In this vay pending questions aecumulated to number fren more than
200 to 300 causeing j11feelings and giving rise to various affairs. DBut
as for the Japanecse there vere mone at the time who thought of 1mﬁediate
seizure of Manchuria on this account,

Only there verc certain olements ameng the numerous Japanege at
these outposts who had mistaken ideas and their attitude was, affected by
a sort of a natipnal or racial superiori ty complex jnherited from the Russo-
Japanese 'nr -and they sometimes troated the Chinese in a contemptuous
manner, calling them WCHANKORO"and arousing illfeeling among the Chinese,
Concerning this mather, caution was sometimes requested to be taken in
the quarters concerned, as Ve folt they must be careful not to commit misdeeds
on account of their cheap superiority complex. At the time ve were in-
structed to do this much to save their fnaé as much as possible and at
the samo time make thinge frvorable for us by doing so., How do the foreign=-
ers consider this, I wonder? As a matter of fact, oven if an investigation
is made in every detail as to who started this war, when you get right
dovm to it T suppose no onc can be accused of being roally rospofd®ibdle
Therefore, in the fdnal analysis it vas the atmospherc that led up to
the affair., Vhen we consider now the sot of persons, ¥ho strutted proudly,
we know they were all breathing that atmosphere and brought forth on the
stage as actors amid that atmosphere. The atmosphere, in which rumours
prevail asserting thet some said that and some othere said this, brings
forth results. Thereforo I think ewven foreigners 1ill be surprised vhen
they consider this point, Even the Japanesc, when they look et it, vill
prabebly flesél, what is this, anyway.". I think it may beeome indecd te

be said a very foolish thing.
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£, As for the problem of military discipline among the Japanese goldicrs

or hovw far superior officers are responsible for tho aections of their
subordinates, it is the srmy Interior Affairs Lavw, if stated preciscly

' ;with legal cxactness, that regulates all behaviour and decideé the aphere
Eof wesponsibility within the army in ordinary times. How atout privates,
or non-acemmissioned officers?; or compony commenders and battalion .,
Their sphere of responsibility and vhat they are to do clearly are defined,
?haé aatt lion commeoncers nre to do with their subordinates and rhat
company pqmmanders are to do on receiving orﬁers etc. As for these,
even in war time, it i shovm by order what the officers directly benecth
are to do when orders from above are given, Therefore, if the fecaiver of
the orders has acted precisely as he has heen ordered, the responsibility-
for his action necessarily rests with the author of the orders. But if
his action has gone beyond the orders, it is very ouestionable vhether the
superior officer is responsible for it or not, Then a subordinate violates

the order he receives, he is punishablei T7or lack of supervision on the

part of superi&%, I think they may be responsible to some extent, in con-
sideration of the circumstances, but I don't think one can ever say that
they should e given the same ounishment as the violators themselves, Among
the soldiers, the phrase" carrying out one's owun erbitary decision" is used .
This applies vwhen it is deemed necessary to poct at one's discretion., Cnses
may arise rhen a subordincte carries out his orm rbitrary decision,

Judging for himself that it vill serve the purpose of the army, as if

there ™ere an authentic order to do so., But is must be so carried out

that the result thereof ‘constitutes matters coming rithin the limits
intended by his superior officer, __ this is hov the problem is understood,
Therefore just becouse action on arbitrary decision is rermitted doesn't

mean that - *a subordinate can do as he pleases and then

have his superior officer be held responsible, when anything unexvected
happens, allowing no delcy for abtafﬂ% orders therecbout, a subordinate
can 2ot on his own responsibility. "@arrying out ones's owvn decesion

is coneisely difined and the responsibility is with the doer, if any

+ error arises and not that of his superior, Im other things, a subordinate
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1g responsible fer deing vhat he 1s ordered, I feel. Otharwise, it fellaws

that super:ers would be respansible fer overything and this is not se,

.,”*ﬁ“iﬁ the ether hand T think that it is clear eut that vhen superiors

lfﬂﬁfiﬁsue mi staken orders and their subordinstes in obedienee commit misdeeds,

the author of the orders are responsible.
V; As to atrocities, they are outside the sphere of common serse, and
if the soldiers had been inculeated vit%h the spirit of military men
adequately, sueh thinzs vould not have been possible. ™hen such atroocities
are actually committed »y them, their direct superior afficers may be
responsible for their neglipence in watching a{inst such mishshaviour, but
jt. is guestionable vhether or not the offieers, vho instructéd them in
ordinary times, are responsible for such unexnected matters. “hen they
are instructed, and warned against various kinds of misdeeds, should such
cruel actions be referred to? In the documents submisted by the
prosecrtors these days, ve f{ind descripticns of extreme cruelties, ™e
ean not imagine hor a Japanese could have done such “hings-and is indeed
unbelievable, If these are faots, we should be ashamed to show our
faces, . If sueh were so talking zbout a new order 'ms mere nonsemnse,
Such things are committed, if ever, by the uneducqted and there may have
beem such elements btut indeed all these examples are such to make aur
fueas red cnd arg of =such extremea that 're have our doubts if e would
have beepn chle to even have drred to mention not to do such things,
Hitherto, when the soldiers were excited during time of war such
misdeeds as plundering or raping of women vere apt to happen, so tha
goldiers were exactingly warned against such misdeeds. It is a delicate
suestion whether such misdeeds ocaght to be warned ngainst, naming them
oge by ome, evew if such unimoginable curelties are being committed,
To tell the truth, it would be tantanount: to om extreme insﬁit to the
ocharaeter of gur soldiers, ‘A long time ago, at the time of tﬁé*Siberian
expepdition, I =ept in the capacity of the commander of the MAGOYA
Ra tte At that time, T was o 1little inspired vith the situation,
=11 -
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so I,told my men as follows: —
"This timo we are te go out.amtﬁftha focuﬁed attention of the various povers
and in particulaf, wo are to go to places where foreign soldiers will aiko
be found, There we are to diachérée openly and scquarely the dutles prescribed
for we Jamancse soldiers, as that even a private is requested to consider
himself as en individual dinlomet who is resnmonsible for the honor of his
country. For that purnose, his behaviour, In cvery detail, must be such
as vill inspire admiration for the Jqpanese soldiers. Although 1t may
seom a mere dinplay)'fi;st ?f all foi migt nat rut yeur hands in the packets
of yaur overcoats and trousers; Straighten your posture and be decent in
your demeanor, Salute with strictness., Ordinarily you need not salute
your superiors vho pass you vhen you are at rest, but this time, if you
happen to see your superiar, be so careful as to stand yp and salute hinm,
evep vhen yew are permitted %o resti And this does not apply to ene
superiar anly but observe the same spirit terords the Chinege and the
ethars", I cancluded, After I went there, rhenever I sa™ some ébldiefs
walking the streets in a shrihking manner, because of the cold, I cautioned
them vith a riding stick — 1 hadiicng one vhen I vas mounted — saying,
"Helle, you are in an abominable vosture!" ZEven if it ras an officer not
helanging to my regiment, if his posture was bad, I reprimanded him, with
"hat a figure you make!". On the otherthand, I also had previously asked
the men of other detachments to catch without hesitation any person belong-
ing te my regiment and rectify his misbehavieur and to later let me know
about it, 7Jf we take just raugh precauthions to that extent, the soldiers
will take sare of themselves to a considerable degree, It is difficult
tq bluptly varn them against rape and wvhat not, This is just a matter of
the superier officer's abhility t? handle but in case soldiers do commit
misdeeds, even after such precaugidhs have been taken, it is queationable,
I think, to have superior tfficeraﬂgivan equal punishmeat, I think it is
unacceptable t..the minds ef the: E\Jmpgar}_'s g‘nd Americans that fer evai'fflﬂ.n(;:
cemmitted by seldiers in vielatisn of ;pﬁ;rs; their siverier offiecrs be re-
spogsible, The apolegy that e¥§résseg the fﬂgret of having iﬁﬂ such
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subordinates, Js an excuse towards others, practised in Japan. Dut if
this excuse wore directly adopted, it would follow that parents should

be always punished vhen their children quarrelled,

8. As for education in Army, the Inspector fieneral of Military Education
Originally works out its poliey, and.aa to measures for its enforcement
Division Commanders and their lower commanders decide on them within the
spheres respectively prescribed to them, Therefore, if it is so inter=-
preted that they arcto fulfil their respective dutics in their prescribed
spheres, their scopes of resvonsibility will all become fixed with respe?t

to rolated matters, I belicve.
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On this 25th_ day of Jan, , 1947

At No, 88 SHIMO-TAKAIDO 1-CHOME,
5  SUGINAMIKU, TOKYO

TEPONENT ABE Nobuyuki _ (sogl)

l, KOXUBU, Tomoji hereby cortify that the above statoment
vas svorn by the Depanent, vwho affixed his s’ gnoture and sesl !

e
thereto in the prsence of this witness,

Or the same date

At. .« T0KV0: ...

"itness: (signed) _____ KOKUBU, Tomojis (scal)

OATH

Jn accordance with my conscionce I swecarto tell tho whole

vruth vithholding nothing and adding nothing.

ARE, Mobuyuki (scal)
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