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ixtracts {rom Interrogation of

S.&TOI kenrvo

7 April 1946 - 0.2

» war.a X E-X X-XR

How long have you inown General TOJO?

X X X X X X X X

At one time I was not very close to him, this being the
coriod when I was a Jrofessor at the War Zollege, until

1 tecame sopokesman, the reason being that 1aj. Gen. OBATA,
who was the hoad of tho college, was not vory closec to

T0J0, and, beinzg a momber of his staff, I also became the
same way.

e7 April 1946 - on. 3 % 4

A

A

Did you use your influence to have Gen. T)JO made Premier?

NOo, that is a mistake, There was nothing like that.

Did rou ever talk with senior statesman A 3% about his

abpointment, or with HAYASEI, Senjuro? (. .by Inter’eter:
Is he also a scnior’statesmeén? A. by Interrogator:® They
are both senior statcsman.)

Jo, however, there is something I would like to oxplain
with regard to that.
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Certainly, go arcad.

The Japanesc voliticians M.liqgve that I influenced ABE |
and BAYASHI in thoe apoointmunt of TOJO. However, that is |
not the truth. The 2xplunation is this. In October of

1941 Premier KO'IOYE rasignad just at the time when the

United States and Jajanocse nogotiations wero critical,

This left the Arny in a difficult position. In order to
stablilize the political silnation, TOJO had thought that

some person like Z2rincce HIGASHIKUNI would be tho logi-

cal suzcessor. Howaver, since the aodointment of a

Prince to that position is not the usual thing, TOJO

felt that his apoointmont would crcate mors difficulty

1338 £3en, hRaAES T RLIouRE BatRRE1S0n th1 S BraBTen.Y

Following my visit, which the news reporters know of,

th¢ re was a meeting of the senior statesmon and the

next day the apoointm-nt of T0JO to the oosition of

Premier was announced. It was in this way that the pub-

lic believed that I haed influenced TOJO's sclecction.

Unfortunately ABE and FAYASHI ar: from the same Prefec-
ture as myself.

Accepting the seory as the truth, 1 wvould like to add

the following: When the nowspapermen came to me telling
me of the Imperial Decree for TOJO to form a naw Cabinet,
I had not known of it nor did I belicve it. I told the
newsmen that they must be mistaken.

General; will you »lcasc take a sheet of papor and draw a4
graph showing tho relation of the Mifkltary Affrnirs Burdau
to the War Ministry and to the other Burecaus of t'c Wur

dinistry - just a graph or a dlagram?

(Goneral SATO drew a chart "Draft of Organgzation of Way
Yinistry" which is attached as Exhibit 1.

Have you shown on the chart the frisoners of War Informa-
tion Bureau and the frisoncrs of War Management Bureau?
(Ganeral SaT0 made additions to the charte)

Did all of the o ther Bur.aus hérce deal dircetly with the

Vice-¥inister of War, or did their matters go through
your surcau?
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Minister., Howaver, when the matter concerned sSomo other

g Ae They were all able to gO directly to the Vicc Minister or
2 Burceau they raintained liaison with that Buroau concerneds

‘ That is, your 3urocau was the policy making Burocau of the
¥inistry. Waan't that true?

£ A. Generaily spapkirg, Oar dopartment handled the policles |
3 of the rollouwlilg: Oraenizacicn, hudget, systom, regula= .
tions, natlores jofense.s livare scninsstration of occus |
pled territories, ard finaily dcacctis ond for:ign affalrs |

vhich concerned the army:

x- X x X x ] |

Q. Weren't you in on the conference AL wrich that matter
was decided?

A. No, I was not thepe.

<+ Were ycu consulted about the matter?

A, NOo.

Q. We havo corresyondence from the Commandor of the China
Expeditionary Force to thc War Ministor, asking for advice

concerning thse disposition of those fliers.

A You have the corrosoondcnce?

= -
N, o

¢ and the Aircction came

Y

2. Tes, I have 8ssch the correspondenc
from the War Minlstry.

A I am not familiar with the directive, 1 doO not lmow through
what channels that diractive had beéen prusoﬁtad. hAs far as
1 can remember, 1% did not como through mae
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29 April 1946 - p. 7

A —

Qe Were you awarc of tio Inperiii tConference which was held l
.. A p

on the 6th day of Secptembor i1s%.%

A« I do not roecall if thoro vas one on that date, inasmuch
as I did not attend thum, but there may have been.

FoIIl K RTTERT VR R b

e YWere you over a momoor of thr» Supreme War Comncil?

A« I was not a member. i(o'cver, 4 was something like a
Staff Secretary. |

29 April 1946 - De 13

e You felt, 4id you not, during th: fall of 1941 that war
with the United 8tates was inovitable?

Ae NO,

Qe Didn't you so advisec General TOJO? '

Ae No, I have ncver told him that. I was always in opposition
to becoming involved in any other war before scttling the
China affair. I was in earnast about finishing the China

affair,

29 April 1946 - D¢ 15

%e It is furthar stated that normally it was not the duty of l.
the (hief of the Military Affairs Bureau to order other |
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Bureau Chiefs, but technie~11y the Chief of the Militar
Affairs Bur.au vas the suderiopr off'icer to the Chiofs of
Bureaus such as the 2ri

soners of Var.Information Bureau,
No, the Chief of tho “llitary Affairs Bupsay could never
order any other Burcau,
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DRAFT OF ORGANIZATION OF VAR MIVISTRY (EXFIBIT 1)
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