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THE .DDRESS OF KOKI HIROTA, MINISTER FOR FOREIGN ..FF4IRS,
LT THE ¢gTH SESSION OF THE IMPERL.L DIET,
JLNUARY 23RD, 193,

I was in September lest unexpectedly appointed Minister for Foreign
Affeirs. I have the honor today to spesk on the foreign reletions of
Japen.

The Jepanese Government werc obliged to serve notice of withdrawal

from the league of Nations on the 27th of March last year, because the

Mnchurian Incident and the questions regerding the Stete of Manchoukuo
shoved that there was no sgreement between Jepan and the League, on the

fundemental principles of preserving peace in East lLsia. A4t the time

when the decisive step wes token His Majesty the Emperor greeiously
issued & Roseript, pointing out clearly and precisely the path this
netion should henceforth pursue. It reads: "Now that Manchoukuo has

been founded, Our Eapire decms it essential to respect the independence

of the new state and to encourage its healthy development, in order that

the sources of evil in the For Fast may be eradicetzd and an cenduring

peace thereby established.” Further it reads: "However, the advancement

of international pcace is whet, a8 evermore, We dcsire, and Our attitude
toward enterprises of peace shall sustain no change. By quiiting the
Leegue and embarking on a course of its own, Our Empirc does not meen

thet it will stand aloof in the Extreme Oricnt, nor that it will isolate

itself thereby from the fraternity of nations. It is Our desire to promote

=4te T




Def. Doc. #2017

muturl confidence between Our Empirc and all the other Powers and to make
known the justice of its cause throughout the world." I am convinced that
if we £ll unite in our cndeavours to ect in accordence with the wishes of

our Lugust Sovercign the world will surely come to recalize the fairness

end justice of Japen's position, and bright will bec the future of our
Fpire. Personally speaking, in obedience 1o the impericl mecssage I am
determined to use every ouncc of my cnergy to "carry out our national

policy by diplomatic meens in the intercst of world peacc." Fortunately,
today ‘aftor our withdrawel from the Leaguc the commercial, s well as
diplomntic, relations between Jopon and the friendly Powers in generel

have boecome oven closcer and more cordicl than before. I wish to aveil
myself of this occesion 10 dwoll somewhat on the recent phases of our
relntions with thosc countries which are situnted in our immediate neighbour-
hood. ‘

" nchoukuo, thonks to the tircless labours of His ®xccllency the Regent,

and of the government authorities, and also to the wholeoheerted assistance

ond collaboretion extonded to her by this country, trie to the spirit of the

R Jopen-Menchoukuo Protocol, has beer moking sicody progress £2.ong 0ll lines
of her constructive work. In ordcring the various covernmental institutions,
cSpeéinlly in the maintcenonce of law end ordsr, in tl.e development of indus-
try and communicetvion, in vhe consolidetion of national fincnee, and in the

5“- advancement of cducation and culture signal success has bcen achieved.

Morcover, & decision 18 about to be mede on the cstablishment of a monarchical
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regime, which has beon so cagerly awnited by all her pecople, and which will
g0 far to solidify the Toundations of Manchoukuo as a young indcpendent
nation. This is a mttor of congratulation not for Manchoukuo alone but
for the peace of the Oriont and the peace of the world. I think it beﬁoovos
our government and pecople, always mindful of the Imperial Rescript, to exort-
their offorts unremittingly in assisting tho hcalthy growth of the new state.
The Japancse government have serious responsibilitics for the maintenance
of peacc in East /sia, and hove o firm resolve in that regard. But whot is
most essential in tho matter is the ;tcbilizution of China herself. Our
governmont sincorely hope for the politicel and cconomic rchabilitotion bf
Chino. They hope that she will be cncbled to unite w;th Jepan in performing
the obvious mission of both Japan and China to contribute through mutual
cid ecnd co-operation to the pecaceful development of their part of the globe.
Unfortunately the actucl situation of the pr;scnt day Chino belies all such
hopes. It has been reported that of late the Chinese government, reelizing
the misteke of persisting in their anti-Japoncse attitude, have decided to
teke stops looking toward the rcctificction of Sino-Japnonese relations, but
80 far no concrote evidonce has come to our nevize to centirm the truth of
the report. Should Chino cppreciate our truc motives ang give tangible
signs of sincerity on hor part, Japan would be ~lad to reciprocate and
meet her more than half Woy in a spirit of good will. It is gratifying to
note that North Chine under the control of tlhc Poiping Politicol Committec

remains comparatively quict. In viow of tho important rights and inteorcsts
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of Japan in thot région and of its torritorial contiguity with Manchoukuo
ond also from the stendpoint of the Tengku Truce Agreement the question of
the mointenance of pcace and ordér in North China is of spccial concern to
Japan. She expects Chine to see to it thot nothing will happen that may
bring chaos to that erea. Meanwhile ﬁé arc watching not without grave

misgivings the activitiecs of the Cormunist Party and the increasing rampancy

of "Red Srmies" in China.
Regerding Jopan's relations +ith the Soviet Union it may be recalled

that subsequently +o the conclusion of the Pcking Basis Treaty in 1925 |
normel contact was mpintained between the tWo countries, and thot cven |
after the Monchurian Incident there was 2 thorough mutual understanding

between the two Powers of their respective positions so that no difficult
more recently the attitude of the Soviet

question tmas cncountered. However,
Union toward Japen seems to have undergone o change of some sort. It is
most surprising end rcgrettable that the Soviet Union should take to now

broadcasting ot home and cbroad through the press and other chnnnels un-

vorranted eriticiems dirccted ogoinst Japan, and circulate exaggerated

storics about aggrovetions of this or that sjitiation evidently for the

political end diplomatic purposcs which such rumours ore calculated to serve.

Japan has consistently preserved her feir and equitable attitude toward the \

Sovict Union throughout these ycars past before and after the Menchurian

Tnecidont. Despite the furdamental differenccs in both theory and constitution
of the state that divide the two countries, we have clways endecvoured to
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keop on good neighborly terms 7ith Soviet Russia and sought the solution of
all questions by pacific means. Especially since the csteblishment of
Mnnchoukuo, the Japenese Government have been acting solely upon their con-
viction that the proper andjustment of the tripartite relationship between
Japan, Monchoukuo and the Soviet Union was of paramount importance for the
tranqguillity of Fast /Lsia. Japen ié setting up ccrtainly_no now militery

osteblishments along the Yenchoukuo-Soviet frontiors, Moscow propaganda

notwithatanding.

‘/Indced, it is only as part‘bf the'ﬁb&ﬁ%fﬁbntionad‘friendly
policy that Japon has undertoken since*IHE% jur + net os intermediery
between Manchoukug ond the Soviet Union in _Lhe negotiﬁ ons on the proposed
tronsfer of the North machuria deflvay. Such being the cese, Hom Sure
thot before long the Soviect Uniom=gust comz tO appreciate fully t;;RQ?ug
intentions qﬁ,s-pan. Tt is eornestly hoped 3 he North Manchuria Rcil&a?-

negotiotions, which have unfortunately been ot a standstill for some time

pest will soon be rcsumed.
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It may be-dofinitei;-btfggsﬂfﬁnf between Japen and the United States of
America thore exists no qucstion that is intrinsicoally difficult of solution.
Tor from having ony thought of picking o quarrel with rmerica, Jepan fervently
dosires Americon friendship. 4t the samo tire, 1 am confident that the United
statos will not feil to appraise correctly Japen's position in East Lsit.

Only for o time following the ocutbreck of the anchurian Incident public

opinion in Jmorica Wwas o~oused egainst Jepan, bringing cbout something like

tﬁmpdfﬂrY-GStrﬂngcmcnt of the two peoples. 1t is hardly necessary to reiteratc
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¥hot Japoan %5 agfuetod By no wltertar motive cthor fhan Rop dosiyo 3o
cstcblish on oadurfng poase in Eost Asia, Therefore, if oandy Lmeriga will
cleoply pewecive the aetusl condition of the Oriont and voal%¥ze Jopan's

rolo as o stabilizing force in Bast Lsic, whotever emotional tontion may

yot lingor between the two peoples is bound to disappoey, J sinearely hope
thet the two greont nations ceross the Foecifie will, ia view of their important
rclations, commercial and othorwise, eontinuc to join foweos $n ewltivating
their historicel friendship cnd good undcrstanding so es ¢o kocp the occan
forcver truec to its nome.

Jepan's troditional emity with the British Empire remains unshaken cven
to thosc timos. I bolieve the two son Powers, occupying geographically
similar kcy positions, one in the Eost and the other in the West, can offcetu-
ally serve the causc of universal peacc, through sympathetic apprecioction of
their r spectivo stands and vhole-hcerted ecollaborotion in all quorters of
the world. It is in this scnsc that our government cro scoking to rcedjust
whotever conflict of interosts relating to questions of trade there moy be,
and to strengthen further the tics of friendship thet bind our empires. That
our ncgotiotions with Indic, en importont member of the British Empire, over
knotty problems of commerecc have now becen substantially concluded is a source
of grotificotion on bot: sides.

Now ¢ survey of the world as o whole reveals a sorry situation in which

economic disorder, politicel unrest ond confusion and conflict of ideas

threaten to destroy internctional equilibrium at eny momeht, while mutual
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confidence of the ndtions in one another appears to have wilted not o little.
I consider that no insuperable difficulties need be anticip&téﬁ in scttling
ony question if the notions manifest their sincerity and, with 2 true com-
prehension of onc another's position, meet in & genuine cnd generous spirit

of universcl brotherhood. What is wanted is the abandonment of rooti.. o

jealousy ond antagonism and the re-inforcement of the sense of uniy cnd
mutucl interdependence. However, internectional trade bervicrs., “ustzad of
d. reosing, are fast multiplying. The Vorld Economic Ccrfrronec vas forced
to ndjourn without having achioved the desired results. Of late oxr indusé
trics have token morked strides with a corresponding expansion in our over-
sex trade, while, owing to the previiling economic natinnaliom, one country
aftcr another has begun to set up fresh obstocles against the advance of
our expert industrics. Our government orc meking earnest efforts to deal
cffectively with the situntion. Since mutual under«tandinz of one annther's
unique nationnl culture is of no small value in fostc-in- ~ood will between
nctions, our government are plenning to take suitable measurces in concert with
private institutions for facilitoting the cultural intercourse of our nation

with the outside world.

In the light of whet I hove already stoted it is impossible for me to
deny that our foreign relations are now, and will be in the future, beset
with many serious problems, However, the path of a rising netion is alweys
strewn with problems. .As long as our people arc united and well prepared to

face couragcously whotever difficultics may arise, and as long as we retain
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our composure &nd sobriety, and "strey not from the path of rectitude, and
in oction alwoys embrace the golden mean", I am confident that Japan has
nothing to fear, and her future will be full of hope. VYe should not forget
for o moment that Japan, gerving as the only cornerstone for the edifice of
the peace of East Lsia, bears the entire burden of responsibilitics. It is
this importont position and these vast responsibilities in which JTapan's
diplomacy and national defcnse nroirooted; Our national de¢feni-e is orgonized
in its very nature for defensive end self-protective purpocces. 4l the same .
time our diplormney has no claims to put forth save whet is legitimate and
rational ond consonant with our national mission. That eventually this
position, in which Japan naturally end actually finds herself, will be

rightly understood by other Powers is, I believe, a foregone conclusion.
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Statement of Source and Authenticity

I, BAYASHI, Raoru, Chicf of the Archives Section, Japonese Foroisn
Office, hercby certify that the document hereto attached in Englislh

consisting of 8 peges ond entitled "The fAddress of KOKI HIROTL, penister

for Foreign Affairs, at the 65th Secssion of the Imperini Dict, Tenuary
23rd, 1934." is en exmct and truc copy of an official trensletion of

the Japanese Foraign 0ffice.
Certified at Tokyo,

on this 12th day of December, 1946.
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( Eigned ) T._{' }'L'_‘.‘J :';Em N Seets

Signature of Nffleinl

Witness: _(signed) T. S4LTO




