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TRANSCRIPT
Trenseript of Interrogation (Rear admiral MATSUYAMA, Mitsuheru, IJN

L] L wigy gl ] L] B L eghizy L= = E = =g L am = = S g - =) == g TR =gl - - - - E ey £ = o gL =

Q. Describe the orgenization of the Seventh Escort Group while under
your command, |

A, I commanded this group between April end December, 1944. The
Seventh Escort Group was a tactical command whose mission was
to escort and protect important convoys over long and dangerous
routes. The group received its assignment to specific tasks and
also general instructions from Grand Escort leet Headquerters
TOKYO. While earrying out an assignment the group wes under %he
direct command of one of the eight Escort Groups Headquarters or
aunder the commend of the Area Fleet Commander, For example, while
convoying between MANILA and ORMOC my group acted under orders of
the commander Southwestern Area Fleet whose headquarters were in
MANILA. There wes no permenent assignment of ships to my command .
Escort vessels were assigned to the group for specific convoy
trips according to requirements of the occasion snd availability

of escorts.

Q. On what routes did you escort convoys?

A. In April end Mey 1944 I madé one round trip to SAIPAN, This
wes the first convoy to SaIPAN for several months which had not
receiveddemage., During May and June I escorted Two convoys from
the EMPIRE to SINGAPORE, During August I made two trips between
the EMPIRE snd MANILA., A4fter your landings on LEYTE my duties
were to convoy between MANILA and ORMOC BaX.

Q. Describe the submerine attacks which were made on convoys under

your escort.
A. At the end of Mey or the first of June 1944 1 commended & eonvoy

proceeding south near FORMOSA, It wes my desire to pass west of
FORMOSA because I thought there were more submarines on the easte.
However, I was ordered by the First Convoy Escort Squadron (later
Mrst Escort Fleet) to pass ecst of FORMOSA. &s the convoy passed
aouth between FORMOSA end the island of KaSHIO a submarine attack
was mede from the west, or FORMOSA sides |
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The escort was sunk immediestely and the second trensport in
right column wzs dameaged by e torpedo. The torpedoed trans-
rort swung to port and in the confusion collided with one in
the center columninjuring the rudder of the latter. A large
number of depth chargee were dropped to discourage further
ettack. The KiLSHII, my flagship, took in tow the trensport
with dameged rudder and proceeded to KIIRUN. The transport
which was hit by the torpedo and the undamaged vessels proceed-

;qsaggth around FORMOSA to TuKAO where I rejoined them with

In early sugust, 1944, I hed & twenty five ships convoy protect-
ed by 4 or 5 vessels, hezding south 1n Latitude 31°-30'North,
longitude 130° East. Between 0400 and 0500 in the morning before

dawn one collier of 2 to 3,000 tons was sunk by submarine torpedo
attack. ‘

In early September I wes convoying 11 ships from FORMOSAL to
MANILA . 4 roadio dispatch had been received from the hecdguarters
of the First Escort Squadron at TOKAO giving the position of two
enemy submarines about 80 miles apart ccross my treck. I laid
the course tn go between them. &4t about 0330, after moonrise,

in position approximately .- 200 North 121° East two ships of

3 to 4,000 tons were sunk by & torpedo attack believed to have
been delivered = by & submorine within the convoy between the
center cnd right hend column.
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Qs Whet order of accuracy wes credited to vorious types of reports
 of enemy submarine postions? .

Ae Lirceraft sightings were considered to be cccurcste within ten
miles. Positions by radio direction finders were several times
less accurate,

0, Did you have alr cover over your CoONvoys?

i. Yes we had anti-submarine search planes, some times four or five
»f them equipped with magnetic detecting devices and searching
in a special menner. |

Q. Did you send your escort vessels to make attacks when these pleanes
reported a submarine contact?

i. Some times I did., These aircroft with the magnetic device mzade
reports »f submarines found on several occasions but when my
ese~rt vessels ettacked they produced nod results.
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Trenscript of Interrogation (Rear Admiral MaTSUYAMA, Mitsuharu, IJN)

I was uncertain as to the location of the submarines reported
cnd whether or not it was friendly or enemy.

Qs What was your experience in NEW GUINEA between June 1942 and
January 1943%

A, My experience was in convoying and our principal trouble was
with airplcnes. The convoys were principelly from RaBAUL carry-
ing Army trcnsports to BUNA, WEW&K and MADANG and carrying spe=-
cial Navy landing force parties to MILNE BALY.

- Qe What was the most effective form of air attacks agzinst your
convoys in the BISM4LRK SE4 area?

A, B=17's were the worst. &at BUNi on the first day of the landing
one trensport was sunk at anchor in the evening by 4 or 5 B-=17!s
attacking at low level. However, I was some distance away and
cann>t be sure. In September 1942 the YiYOI was sunk east of
MaMBY ISLALND late in the afternoon. She wes underway &nd I think
one B~l7 sank her. I was not present, and know nothing o»f alti=-
tude from whicéh attack was delivered. Most of the bombers that
I saw were Be«l7's. No twin engine pleneS were seen in this area
but later B-24s were seen. I know of one other sinking, ¢ des-
troyer in Septembexn 1942 of f LAE SaLUM:.UA arca. wafter September
the use of transports to eastern NEW GUINE. area wes suspended,
principally because the transports were slow and thus were unduly

exposed  to alr attack. Submarine. attacks south of NEW BRITAIN
were not an important factor,

Qe Did you receive many air attacks west of the BISMLRKS?

iie On the route from R.B.LUL vic the aDMIRLLTIES to MADLNG we recieved
frequent light cttocks and one trensport was hit but with no
grect demecge. At thet time no zir cttacks were being received =at
WEWAK. When I left the BISMuLEK 4REs in Jenuary 1943 air attacks
hzd still not become very serinus west of the BISM4IKKS and sub-
merine attccks also were light,

R. How many convoys did you ac:ompany into ORMOC BnY?

£ie Two, the first of which left MANILA about 29 October. This convoy
took the First army Division into ORMOC. I believe that before
that date some troops had been sentfr-m MINDANAO into ORMOC BAY,

Qe What were the losses in your first convoy?

A, The first convoy which I accompenied to ORMOC BiY approached
ORMOC on the 1st of November, I believe it was first sighted off
northwest tip of LEYTE and was later attacked near ORMOC. LAt
this time we hed Jepanese fighters for cover and an air battle
resulted. There was little damage to our formetion ¢t this times
Our convoy was composed of four transports cnd four coast defense
ships, 211 of which were under my command. Also assisting in

. escort were 6 or 8 destroyers of DesRon ONE, In this opeteation
the Commander of DesRon ONE wes in command of the entire formae'. 1.
tion. The treznsports a2ll started to unload the evening »>f the
first and except for one sunk fisished by the evening of the 2nd.
At about 1300 in the afterno»n of the 2nd while the ships were
engeged in unloading close t<eORMOC pier about 26, B-24's ond &
similar number of P-38's attacked., The B-24's hjit the*mpﬂﬂiW%éfn
werd anchored ship (NOTO an aArmy trcnspHort of %{é,QQgtdﬂé)from
cn altitued of about 5,000 meters dcmsgingkﬁﬂh"p‘ﬁd* Hot it cap-
sized and sank. No other serious demage wa# dnetrrcd in this
attack. The convoy left ORMOC. the evening »f the 2nd cnd returncd

to MiNILA without further serious ineident.

Q. What was your experience in your second ﬁrip‘fSFORMOC?'
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Transcript of Interrogation (Rear Admiral MATSUYaslla, Mitsuharu, IJN)

---------_------‘—-ﬂ--—---------

A, My next convoy left MANIL& about 7 November with part of the 26th

&

Qs

.t.i. ®

Infentry Division consisting of about 10,000 troops divided among

the three remcining ships »f the previous convoy. This convoy was

composed »f the three trensports some coast defense ships and ab-

rout 6 »r 8 perhaps 9 destroyers. Three or four armed transports
(4PD) joined the convoy enroute and entered ORMOC BaY 1n company.
This trip wes uneventful except for « possible submearine sighting
Aff MANILA BiY and was sighted off northwest LEYTE by =a P-BE.

The convoy arriwed late on the day of the 9th in ORMOC BaY., &S
the convoy passed north of the CAMOTES ISLiLNDS to enter ORMOC BLY
wé received an attzck by B-25's which did considercble dameage to
the upper works including unlo:ding toecle, Due to the demage UO
the unlooding gear »nly a part of the equipment could be unloaded.
Unloading was further hempered by fallure »f lending craft to ap-
pear as originelly planned and cnast defense ships were used 1n
lieu of lo~ding craft t» unload personnel., On the morning »f the
10th, P-38's attacked while unloading wes in progress but defense
smoke pots were 1lit and damage wes very light., The convoy less
the four armed transports sailed at 1000 on November heving un-

1oaded only light baggag: and personnel. While passing north of

the CAMOTES ISLANDS in column formetion we were cttacked from

the nHhrth by about 70 B-25's end P=38's. Cozstel Defense Ship

No. 11 wes hit, beathed and burned. Th: 2nd ¢nd 3rd ships in
column the KnSﬁII‘MuRU and KOZOM4i MaRU were hit by low level bomb-
ing and sank. One of them, believed ty be the KO0ZUMa MsRU sank
immedir tely the other (KnSﬁII MLRU) remeined afloat long enonugh toO
remove personnel. although the remcinlng ships 2f the esnvoy were
under continaous cttack by Pe381'a until recsching northern tip of
LEYTE the »only serinus damage was done 1o & destroyer which ape=
peared down by the bow. The next ci>nvoy under the command of
Admiral HiYaKaWh wes prcezding south on the night of 10/11 Nov-
ember passed my convoy &bout BURILS PASSAGE. That e-nvoy was at-
tack:d by cerrier based plenes in the latterpart of the 1llth near
OR-10C -nd beforc reaching that port. I berieve that ell the trans—
port vessels (small trensports) in this convoy were destroyed and
thet only one »f the six’drstroyers forming the escort survived,
This convoy wes loaded with freight rather then personnel.

Do you know »f any convoys entering ORMOC BiY between your first
convoy on 1 November cnd your second convoy On 9 November?

No. However, therec may h:zve bern some individuecl ships.such as
small armed tronsports.
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