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“SIX CHAPTERS OF A FLOATING

LIFE”
by SHEN Fu

Rendered into English by LIN YUTANG
CHAPTER THREE

SORROW -

(Continued from the last issue,

“You know we are brothers-in-law,”
said Hueilai, “I should help you even if I
did not owe you the debt. The trouble is,
our salt boats on the sea were recently cap-
tured by pirates, and we are still trying to
straighten up the accounts, and I am afraid
I shan’t be able to help you much. Would
it be all right if I tried to provide twenty
dollars in repayment of the old debt?” As
I was not expecting much anyway, I con-
sented. After staying there for two days,
the sky had cleared up and the weather be-
came milder and I came home, arriving at
Mrs. Hua's house on the twenty-fifth.

“Did you run into the snow on the
way ?” inquired Yiin. I told her what had
happened on the way and she remarked
sadly, “When it snowed, I thought you had
already arrived at Chingkiang, but you
were then still on the river! It was very
iucky of you to have met old Ts’ao. Really
Reaven always provides for good people.”
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After a few days, we received a letter
from Ch’ingchiin informing us that her
younger brother had already found a job as
apprentice through the good offices of my
friend Yishan. Cbh’ingchiin herself was
also brought to Chinch'en’s home on the
twenty-fourth of January, with the permis-
sion of my father. Thus my children’s
affairs were all settled, but it was hard for
parents and children to part like this.

The weather was clear and mild in the
beginning of February. With the money I
had obtained from my brother-in-law, I
made arrangements for a trip to Yangchow,
where my old friend Hu K’engt’'ang was
working at the Salt Bureau. 1 obtained a
post there as secretary at the imperial tax
bureau and felt more settled. In the eighth
moon of the following year, 1802, I receiv-
ed a letter from Yiin which said: “I have
completely recovered now. I don’t think it
is right for us to be staying at a friend’s
place for ever, and wish very much to come
to Yangchow, and see the famous P’ing-
shan.” 1 then rented a two-roomed house
on a river outside the First-in-Spring Gate
of Yangchow city, and went personally to
bring Yiin to our new home. Mrs. Hua
vresented us with a little boy servant, call-
ed Ah Shuang, who was to help us in cook-
ing and general housework. She also made
an agreement with us that some day we
should live together as neighbours. As it
was already in the tenth moon and it was
too cold at P’ingshan, I asked her to come
next spring for a visit. - '

I was fully hoping, then, that we were
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going to have a quiet life and Yiin’s health
would steadily recover and that eventually
we might be reunited with our family, In
less than a month, however, the yamen was
reducing its staff and cut off fifteen per-
sons. As I was only indirectly recommend-
ed by a friend, naturally I was among those
sent away. Yin at first thought of
different plans for me; she tried to be
cheerful and comforted me, and never said
a word of complaint. Thus we dragged on
till the second moon of 1803, when she had
a severe relapse, with profuse discharges of
blood. I wanted to go again to Chingkiang
for help, but Yiin said:

“It is better to go to a friend than to a
relative for help.”

“You are quite right,” I said, “but all
my friends are themselves in trouble and
won’t be able to help us, however kind they
are.”

“All right, then,” she said. “The
weather is quite mild now and I don’t think
there will be any snow. Go quickly and
come back quickly, but don’t worry on my
account. Take good care of yourself and
increase not the burden of my sins.”

At this time, we were already unable
to meet our daily expenses, but in order to
ease her mind, I pretended to her that 1
was going to hire a donkey. As a matter

of fact, I took the journey on foot, merely

eating some wheat cakes in my pocket
whenever I felt hungry. I went in a south-
easterly direction and crossed two creeks.
After going for eighty or ninety li, I found
a deserted country without any houses
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around. As night came, I saw only a
stretch of yellow sands under the starry
sky. There I found a little shrine of the
God of Earth, about five feet high, enclosed
by a low wall, with two little cypress trees
in front. Then I kowtowed to the God and
prayed: “I am Mr. Shen of Soochow on my
way to a relative’s. I've lost my bearings
and intend to borrow thy temple to pass a
night here. Mayst thou protect me!” 1
then put away the little stone incense
tripod and tried to crawl in. The shrine,
however, was too small for my body by half
and I managed to sit on the ground, leaving
my legs outside., I turned my travelling
cap round, using the back to cover my face,
and thus sat there listening with my eyes
closed, but all T could hear was the whist-
ling of winds blowing by. My feet were
sore and my 8pirit was tired and socon I
dozed off.

When I woke up, it was already broad
daylight and suddenly I heard people’s
footsteps and sounds of talking outside the
low enclosure. Immediately a peeped out
and saw that it was the peasants, who were
going to a falr, passing by. I asked them
for directions and they told me that I was
to go straight south for ten li until I should
reach Taihsing City, and after going
through the city, to go southeast for ten
I7 until I should come across an earthen
mound; after passing eight such mounds, 1
would then arrive at Chinkiang. All I had
to do was to follow the main road. I turn-
ed back then, put the incense tripod back
In its original place, thanked the God for
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the night’'s rest and started off. After
passing Taihsing, I look a wheelbarrow and
arrived at Chingkiang about four o’clock in
the afternoon.

I sent in my card and waited for a long
time before the watchman came out and
said, “Mr. Fan is away on official business
to Ch’angchow.” From the way he talked,
I though this was merely a pretext for not
seeing me. I asked him when his master
was coming home,

“I don’t know,” replied the servant.

“Then I am going to stay here until he
returns, even if 1 have to wait a year.”

The watchman guessed the purpose of
my visit and secretly asked me, “Is Mrs.
Fan really your own sister by the same
mother?”

“If she weren’t my own sister, 1
wouldn’t have decided to waitt until Mr.
Fan’s return.” .

The watchman then asked me to stay.
After three days, I was told that Mr. Fan
had returned and was given twenty-five
dollars, with which I hurriedly hired a
donkey and returned home,.

I found Yiin very sad and sobbing at
home. When she saw me, she said rather
abruptly, “Do you know that Ah Shuang
ran away yesterday with our things? 1
have asked people to go about looking for
him, but so far with no results. I don’t
mind losing the things, but the boy was
given to me by his own mother, who told
me repeatedly on parting to take good eare
of him. If he is running home, he will

have to cross the Yangtze River, and 1
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don’t know what may happen to him. Or
Jif his parents should hide him away and
ask me for their son, what are we to do?
And how am I going to face my sworn
gister 7’ -

“Please calm yourself,” I said. “I
think there is no ground for such anxiety.
One who hides away his own son must do
it for blackmail, but they know perfectly
well that we haven’'t got any money. Be-
sides, since the boy’s coming here half a
year ago, we have given him food and
clothing, and havé never struck him or
been harsh to him, as everybody round here
knows.
boy was a rascal and, seeing that we were
in a bad way, stole our things and ran
away. As for Mrs. Hua, it is she, rather
than you, that should feel uneasy—for
sending you such a scamp. The thing to
do is for us to report the matter immediate-
ly to the magistrate, and prevent any future
complications.”

% Yiin felt a little easier after hearing
my view of the situation, but from then on
she often cried out in her sleep “Ah Shuang
has run away!” or “How could Han be so
heartless!” and her illness became worse

and worse every day.
(To be Continued)

I think the real fact is that the
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