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Purpose

To ensure that U.S. Army personnel

have a relevant, comprehensive guide

to understanding the culture of the Islamic 

Republic of Pakistan.
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The Indian Subcontinent
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History Timeline

Å4500 BCE: Indus Valley Civilization

Å326 BCE: Alexander the Great conquers the Near 
East as far as the Indus River

Å642 CE-1200: Islamic Conquests

Å1206-1526: Delhi Sultanate

Å1526-1757: MughalEmpire

Å1757-1858: British East India Company Rule

Å1858-1947: British Raj (Rule) 

Å1947: British draw the Radcliffe Line establishing 
the new nations of India and Pakistan
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Independence - 2001
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History Timeline

Å1947-1948: First Indo-Pakistani War (First Kashmir 
War); fought over rights to the Kashmir province

Å1956: tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ŏƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ςestablishes 
nation as an Islamic republic

Å1965: Second Indo-Pakistani War 

Å1971: Pakistani Civil War: fought between the 
Pakistan Army and dissenters in East Pakistan; India 
joins war later in 1971 forcing the Pakistan Army to 
surrender East Pakistan, which becomes Bangladesh

Å1973: New constitution ςlegitimizes military 
intervention in civil affairs
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History Timeline

Å1974: India detonates first nuclear device

Å1979: Afghan Mujahideentrained in refugee camps 
in Pakistan by U.S. forces to fight Soviets; the U.S. 
gives billions in support to Pakistan for next decade

Å1988: Benazir Bhutto becomes first woman to lead 
an Islamic state (Pakistan Prime Minister)

Å1998: Pakistan detonates their first nuclear device; 
the United States suspends all aid to Pakistan

ÅSep 2001: President of Pakistan PervezMusharraf
pledges to support the U.S. War on Terror; the 
United States reinstitutes all aid to Pakistan
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2001 - Present
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President Hamid Karzai (Afghanistan), President Barak Obama (United States) and  

President Asif Ali Zardari (Pakistan)



History Timeline

Å2002: The Pakistani government sends troops to 
search for bin-Laden and fight al-Qaeda militants 
whom had taken refuge in Pakistan 

ÅDec 2003: Musharrafescapes attempts on his life

ÅJan 2004: !ΦvΦ YƘŀƴΣ ά¢ƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ 
tǊƻƎǊŀƳΣέ ƛǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ Ǝǳƛƭǘȅ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƭƛŦŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ 
technology to North Korea, Libya, and Iran; later 
pardoned by Musharraffor fear of public outcry

ÅMar 2004: Heavy fighting breaks out between 
Pakistani troops and al-Qaeda militants 

ÅOct 2005: An earthquake kills over 80,000 Pakistanis
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History Timeline

ÅDec 2007: Benazir Bhutto is assassinated 

ÅAug 2008: Musharrafresigns Presidency

ÅSep 2008: AsifAli Zardariό.ŜƴŀȊƛǊΩǎ ǿƛŘƻǿŜǊύ ƛǎ 
elected president by parliamentary majority

ÅMay 2009: Zardarimeets with U.S. President Barack 
Obama and Afghanistan President HamidKarzaito 
discuss issues in Pakistan

ÅDec 2009: Pakistan Supreme Court restores past 
ŎƻǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴ ŎŀǎŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ 
politicians, including Zardari, after striking down a 
previous 2007 amnesty decree
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represents minorities

represents the Muslim majority

represents progress

represents light and knowledge

Approved by Muhammad Ali Jinnah, the founder of Pakistan.

Adopted on August 11, 1947, days before independence.

LƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ŘŜŜǇ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ LǎƭŀƳΦ

FLAGOFPAKISTAN
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POLITICALMAP
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POLITICALSTRUCTURE

ÅGovernment based on Islamic law.  Individuals are not required 
to be Muslim, but laws must not contradict Islam.

Å All those over the age of 18 have the right to vote.

Å Executive τFederal Parliamentary System

ïPresident - Chief of State elected by electoral college of 
members of the National Assembly.  Has the power to 
dissolve the National Assembly.  May be impeached by the 
National Assembly with 2/3 vote.  Must be Muslim.

ïPrime Minister - Head of Government appointed by 
President on opinion of National Assembly.  May be 
dismissed by the President.  Must be Muslim.
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POLITICALSTRUCTURE

Å Legislative τParliament consists of two houses:

ïLower - National Assembly

ÅMembers elected through popular vote

ÅSeats allocated according to population to each of the 
four provinces, FATA, and Islamabad Capital Territory

Å5% of seats reserved for non-Muslims

ÅSole responsibility for approving federal budget and 
finance bills

ïUpper - Senate

ÅPermanent legislative body with equal representation 
from the four provinces and additional representatives 
from the FATA and Islamabad Capital Territory

ÅChairman is next in line for the presidency
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POLITICALSTRUCTURE

Å Judicial τSupreme Court, Federal {ƘŀǊƛΩŀCourt, provincial high 
courts, lesser courts

Å All courts exercise criminal and civil jurisdiction

ïSupreme Court Chief Justice appointed by president. Serves 
until age 65

ïProvincial high court judges appointed by president, after 
consultation with Chief Justice and governor of the province

ïFederal {ƘŀǊƛΩŀCourt

Å8 Muslim judges and chief justice appointed by president

Å3 Judges are Islamic religious scholars

ÅDecides if laws violate Islamic tenets

ÅHears cases regarding offenses such as theft, 
intoxication, and unlawful sexual intercourse. 
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President

Asif Ali Zardari

Prime Minister

Yousuf Raza Gilani

Minister of Defense 

Chaudhry Ahmed Mukhtar

Chief of Army Staff

General Ashfaq Parvez Kayani

Minister of Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit-Baltistan

Qamar Zaman Kaira
Minister of States & Frontier Regions

Najamuddin Khan 
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COUNTRYDATA
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LOCATIONANDBORDERINGCOUNTRIES

Location:
Southern Asia, south
east of Afghanistan, 
west of India, north 
of Arabian Sea

Border Countries:    
ÅChina
ÅIndia
ÅAfghanistan
ÅIran
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COMPARATIVEAREA

Area: 803,940 sq. km

Slightly less than 2x the size 
of Californiawith 4x the 
population
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