[ 126 ]

ESSAY

UNIVERSAL ALPHABET.
By Mr. Francis Lodwick R. S. 8.

Aving obferved a great difficulty iu truly writing
H I what is pronounced, or truly pronouncing what is
written, either in our own or foreign Languages, by the
Ordinary Alphabets now in ufe, arifing either from the
want of fome Letters, or the differing Pronunciation of the
fame Character or Letter in differing Languages and the
irregularities of its various Sounds in anyoneLanguage; I faw
a neceflity of fome fuch expedient asI have here attempt-
ed, Viz. An Univerfal Alphabet, which thould contain an
Enumeration of all fuch fingle Sounds or Letters as are u-
fed in any Language, which I have endeavoured by Exami-
ning all thofe Languages, which hitherto I have confidered:
Altho’ this my attempt be not new, but what before by o-
thers hath been attempted, yet I hope what herein I have
done will not be unufeful.

‘The Benefits of fuch a Colletion being perfect.

1. Children from their firft beginning, being taught and
accuftomed to the true Expreflion of all thefe fingle Sounds
or Letters, will without difficulty be brought to pronounce
truly and readily any Language how feemingly difficult. fo-

ever
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ever; for the pretended difficulty to fome Perfons of Pro-
nouncing fome Letters, is only that they have not been ac-
cuftomed to pronounce them, either fingle or in conjun&ion
with others: and this difficulty is chiefly in Perfons come
to Age.

2. It will enable any one, accuftomed to the true Pro-
nunciation of this Alphabet, truly to defcribe the Pro-
nunciation of any Language whatever, that fhall in his
hearing be diftin€tly pronounced ; fo as another alfo accuft-
omed to this Alphabet, altho’ he before never had heard -
this Language pronounced, fhall notwithftanding at firft
fight of fuch Writing, be able fo truly to pronounce it,
that it fhall (if at all) very little differ from the Original
Pronunciation. Whereas by the ufe of the common Al-
phabets, if any ftrange Language be written, another that’s
a ftranger to that Language, fhall never be able truly to pro-
nounce fuch a Writing, as it thould be, or was by the writer
intended, nor even the Writer himfelf fometime after
that he hath forgotten what Sound he defigned to defcribe:

3. It will alfo be ufeful to perpetuate the true Sounds of
any Language, and ferve as a ftandard thereof to after-A-
ges : For if all the fingle Sounds expreflable, be here Cha-
ralterized. .And that no one Charalter have more than one
Stund, nor any one Sound be expreffed by more than one Charai-
er ; it cannot fall out that any Character thould be falily
pronounced, but it will foon be difcovered ; for this falfe
Sound he giveth it, muft be the true Sound of fome other
Letter of this Alphabet: and fo none can Erre herein, but
be that wilfully or carelefly will do it.

In this Collection I proceed according to thefe Rules.

1. Hat no true fingle Sound can be truly defcribed or
exprefled by the Conjunion of any two or more

other fingle Sounds, #7z. If a Vowel, by the Conjunction
R 2 of
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of other fingle Vowels, or if 2 Confonant, by the Conjunét-
ior: of other fingle Confernants.

2. That whatever Sound cannot be exprefled or deferib-
ed, but by the Conjunétion of two or more fingle Sounds,
is no fingle but a compounded Sound.

3. That in every compoficion of fingle Sounds, the par-
ticular fingle Sounds which make up that Compofition,
cught to be truly and clearly difcerned in the Sound of the
Compofition, otherwife it cannot be truly faid to be a Com-
pofition, and compofed of fuch fingle Sounds.

The Single S ounds

"é" VSually named Letters, are commonly diftinguithed
% J into Powels and Confonants. Vowels are fuch as are
fingly expreflable, s, a, ¢, o, &c. Conforants are fuch as
cannot fingly be exprefled without the Conjunction of a /ow-

ey as, 6,4, f, g, &c.
Of -V owels.

‘He whole number of them are thefe 14 following, to

which, for the better difcerning of their Sounds, [
h.ve annexed fo many words wherein they are expreficd, all
Exglifbbut three, Fiz. the 7, -, 12, becanfe no Eaglifl words

occurred to my Memory, wherein they are expreft,

1 aas tall 8  ul---muis Lowdutch
2 a--—-tallow g y---tile

3 a-—-tale 10 O---tone

4  e-—tell 11 u---tunne

5 ea--teal 12 - -une French

6  i---ull i3 00 -tool

7 u---dure Freuch 14 Ow---tould

Thefe
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Thefe are the Powels, each of which are long and fhort.
Short as in the words, God, Man, Sin.
Long as in Ball, Demand Seen &e.

Of Diphthongs.

Diphthong in the ordinary ufe of the Word fignifieth a
Compound of two Vowels, but thofe in ordinary fo
named, are moft of them nothing but only fingle Vowels,
as ea, 00, o, eo, ai, in the Words teal, tool, tould, pesple, main,
&c. That thefe are but fingle Sounds will appear. if we
confider the Sounds of the Vowels fingly,-that make thofe
fuppofed Compofitions, and then whether thofe Sounds in
Compofition will make out the true Sound required ; fo as
both of them may be clearly difcerned in theie pretended
Compounds.  For inftance;; in ez in Teal.

Confider the Sound of ¢ in the word ez, or in the Word
tene 5 and @ in the Word b4//, or in the Word ard, or in the
Word tale, and then whether ¢, in either of the two Sounds
going before, and 2 in either of the three Sounds following
joined together, will make out the true Sound of es in the
Word z‘eal if not, then it is a fingle Sound; thus, if you
proceed to examine ali the other, you will I doubt not find
the fame event, and ¢ believe the true Diphthongs and Triph-
thong. of the Greek: were no other but a true expreflion of
the fingle Vowels they joined together, but in {o fhort a
tim:, as both or all three were exprefs’d in the time that
ordinarily one fingle Vowe! was exprefs'd.
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OF Confonants.

¥ He whole number of Confonants are thefe undermen-

tioned, as nighas I could Colle&, by examining ali
the Languages I am acquainted with, or have heard exprefs'd,
and I think but few, if any, fingle Confonants have efcaped
my Notice, all which in this following Tabled have ranged
in 11 Files, and 6 Ranks.

I b -3 3 5

1 B bondD dark [J Jeft G Game =
2 P Pond[T tart . [Ch.Cheft. K came =3
3 MmindN name gnSeigm'or}Fr.. ng fong } =
Ld.

4 = dh this |J Fean g gaen V Valle
5 = th thing |(h fhall chdach F Folly
6 ndanfeFr '

6 7 8 9 10 1I

L Lane[H hand]Y yarnR rand W wand|Fr.fign."Fren.
Ld:Lowdutch
W, Welch

nin

ZZeadllh W |
S Seal J

The Firlt File containeth three Confonants, the Second
fix, the Third and Fourth ten, the Fifth and Sixth four,
the feventh two, the remaining four eachone, inall twenty
nine Confonants.

The fecond Rank in each File contains Derivatives [fo I
fhall name them] in relation to the Firft Rank, or their
Primitives, all alik in kind, fo alfo all the Derivatives in
the Third Fourth and Fifth Ranks, whereby their Sounds
will be the better comprehended.

Thofe
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Thofe places filled by two firokes (=) fignifie that Sounds
may be exprefs’d by the fame pofture of the Mouth with
their Primitives, anfwering in kind to thofe in the fame
Rank wherein they ftand, but they would be fo like in pro~
nunciation to fome others in the Table, that the difference:
would be too nice for common difcernment, and alfo for
that I have not obferved them ufed in any Language I have
heard exprefs'd by a perfet Mouth, I thought it needlefs to
charaCterize them. '

As thofe of the Fourth and Fifth Rank in the Firft File
are like thofe of the Fourth and Fifth Rank in the Fifth
File, and thofe of the Firft Second and Thrd Ranks in the
Fifth File, are like thofe of the fame Ranks in the Firft File,
{o thofe of the Firft, Second, Third Ranksin the Sixth File,
are like thofe of the fame Ranks in the Second File.

Some of thefe above-mentioned twenty-nine fingle Confo-
nants, are vulgarly fuppofed compounded, as ¢4, cb, /b, gn,
ng, &c. Butif you confider the Sound of each fingle Conjo-
nant in the Compofition apart, and then the Conjunétion
of them in that order, fo as the fingle Sounds may be clearly
difcerned in the Compofition, you will never make the
Sounds required, and if neither by this nor by any other
Conjun&ion the required found can be made out, it muft be
a fingle and no compound Sound.

Whereas thefe fingle founds, vulgarly defcribed as Com-
pounds, ought to have fingle Chara&ers; and Secondly,
that fome of the fingle Characters have in the fame Lan-
guage a different Sound, as ¢ in the Words, can, mices
&, in the Words George, Game, &c. and alfo a different Sound
m different Languages, as I Confonant differently exprefs’d
in feveral Languages, as in Englifb, Low Dutch, French Spa-
aifb : and Thirdly, that fome fingle founds are differently cha-
racterized in the fame Language, as the Sound of / in fame
and ¢ in mice; (the fame Sound by two different Charalters;y
fo alfo ¢ in can, and %in kind the fame, &¢. and the fame
alfo in different Languages, as ¢b in the French Word chofe
and /b in the Word /ball, the fame, &c. It will be imiggf-

ible
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fible in_the wie-ofthe prefent CharaGersor Alphabets, to
add thofe wanting, and to correct and limit the Sound of
others in ufe ; thereby to conftitute a perfet- Alphabet, be-
caufe people fo long accuftomed, or habituated to {uch cor-
rupt and differing Expreffions of the prefent Characters,
will be always fubje& on the fight of the old, to give them
thole Scunds they have been uied to, and to fpell words ac-
cording to their old and corrupt Cuﬁom, whatfoever Rules
fhall be fet to the contrary; and therefore there will be a
neceflity of a whole new Sct of Characters, both of Fowels,
and Confonants.

Hitherto I have endeavoured to make-a Colleion of all
the firgle Vowels and Confonants, which are ufed in any
Language; in which, if ‘I have not collected all thofe that
are, yet in the method I have ufed therein, I hope I have
attained nigher to it, than any other Colle&tion extant. I
have likewife fhown the necefl ity of a new Set of Literal
Characters, &fuchaoneisthis I bere propofe; Firft the Set of
Confonantal Characters, are to be feen in the top-of Page
(137) being ranged in the fame method and order with thofe
in the foregoing Table. The firft Rank in every file are
thofe I name Radical CharaCters, the other fucceeding
Ranks have each a diftin& Chraeriftical Addition to- di-
ftinguith them from one another, which caufeth fome com-
phcatlon but yet I judged it neceffary to exprefs the fame
in the Character, the more regularly to fort them into Clafi-
es, and to exprefs the derivation of Letters of the fame Or-~

ane, the one from the other.

The Set of Vocal Characters is likewife in the fame Page
with the Confonants; in writing they are to be placed o-
ver the Confonants, which they follow in Expreffion; and
whereas fome Syllables begin with a Vowel, place the 125
Confonantal Character, aniwering to the Hebrew, Aleph; and
over the fame place the Vowel beginning fuch a Syllable.

This Character may feem fomewhat too complicate for
difpatch in ordinary Writing, but for Printing it will }ll)e

'3 the
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the fame with that now ufed, and I only defigned it for
that purpofe, but for the Pen, others more convenient may
be invented.

To diftinguifth the long Vowel from the fhort, add a
prick to the vocal Charatter.

The g. 11. 12. 13. 14th vocal Charaters, are (for want of
fingle {trokes) compounded of the firft and fecond.

The Diphthongues truly fuch (as I have before noted in
the firft Part) may be made by the Conjunction of the
Single Vocal Characters in the order as they follow, and
will be eafily diftinguithed from the 5 foregoing compound-
ed Characters of the fingle Vowels, becaufe there will not
lightly occur any Diphthongs compounded of the firft two
Vowels.

The Accent may be a thwart line under the Syllable
that is to be accented.

The 4 Marks of paufes ordinarily ufed, namely, ;:.
may be continued.

The Charatters fignifying the various Modes of Exprefiion
may be thefe following, and ought to be placed at the be-
ginning and end of every Sentence requiring it.

’1
>
|

i 1 Emphafis. ]

[ 1 Explication. 2 ? Inferrogation.

|
() Parenthefis. {‘1 ! Wonder.
s

i & Iromy.

The

o9
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A Second Effay concerning the UNIVERSAL
| PRIMER.

oing Effay is declared,) {o are alfo the Primers or firft
Books, wherein Children and others are taught to Spell and
Read, firft in not having a perfect Alphabet. Secondly in not
being digefted in fuch a Method as is fit and proper to teach
them, as theyought to be taught, for the ufual way of teach-
ing to {pell, is to difmember every fyllable (of more than
one Letter) into many Syllables, by exprefling every Let-
ter apart, and Syllabically, and the-Confonants with {uch a
Vowel as they are ordinarily named with, and then requi-
ring them to join all thefe Syllables into one word, but how
srepofterous this method is, one inftance for all wiil mani-
feft, fuppofe the monofyllable Brand be to be fpelled, they
will teach them thus to difmember it Bee, er, a, en, dee, and
then require them to joyn thefe into one Syllable, which it is
impofiible to do, and they muft be neceflitated as they have
begun, to exprefs this one Sy!lable by five Syllables, which
was not defigned, whereas they fhould teach them to exprefs
every Syllable entire at firft fight, without difmembring it.
And to do this, they muft proceed gradually, firft beginning
with the moft fimple Syllables, and {o by degrees proceeding
to the more difficult and Compounded, till they can readi-
ly pronounce a whole Syllable at firft fight, even the moft
difficult that are.

To that end, let all the Primers be thus contrived ; at the
top of the leaf, let all the Vowels be placed fingly in order
as they follow in one Rank, and under the fame place, Syl-
lables, firft, of one Vowel and one Confonant, following
it throughout all the Variations; then of one Confonant
and one Vowel following, 2diy, of two Confonants
before, and one Vowel following throughout the Va-

fations. 3dly, of onc Vowel and three or four .Con-
fonants

ﬁi S the prefent Alphabets are imperfe, (asin thefore-
g
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fonants following. And of three Confonants going before,
and one Vowel following. 4hly of one, two or three
Confonants going before a Vowel, and one'two, three, or
four Confonants following. sthly, of fome Syllables with
Dipththongs or Triphthongs. For Inftance,

a e 1. o un &c

ab. eb. ib. o0b. ub. &c.

ad. ed. id. od. ud. &c.

ba. be. bi. bo. bu. &c.

ald. eld. ild. old. uld. &c.

dra. dre. dri. dro. dru. &c.
balm. belm. bilm. bolm. bulm. &c.

After this place, a number of words of two, three, or
four Syllables, {rom the more eafie to the moft difficult ex-
preffions, without heed to their Significations.

Further let there follow fome words of feveral Syliables,
with the Accent varioufly placed, as on the firft, fecond,
third, &e.

Let there be two or three {mall Difcourfes writ with this
Alphabet, in {o many feveral Languages, with the Accent
rightly placed, and truly (fiﬁinguifhcd by their paufes. And
thus you have a perfe@ Primer for the Defign.

Of teaching with this Primer.

Firft, begin to teach them the true found of all the Vow-
els fingly, then proceed to the following fingle Syllables, be-
ginning with the eafieft of Expreffion, and {o proceed on
gradually to the moft difficult, and then to the words of more
Syllables, and laftly, to the ufe of the Accent and Paufes ;
when the learner hath paft all thefe, you may exercife him
in the reading of the following Difcourfes, and therein let

S 2 him
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him exactly obferve the Accent and the Paufes, and hither-
to it will not be Material, whether the Syllables be fignifi-
cant or not, or whether they underftand the fmall difcourfes
or no, for hitherto we fuppofe them by this inftruGtion,
only capable of Reading or uttering exattly whatfoever is
written in this Alphabet and Character, in what Language
foever, which is the defign of this Primer.

And to gain a greater readinefs and habit herein, teach
them to write truly what they hear diftinctly exprefled, ac-
cording to this Alphabet, proceeding therein gradually as be-
fore, and rightly to place the Accent and Paufes, and alfo
the ufe of the Signes of the different modes of {peaking.

In Teacking, Obferve thefe neceflary Rules.

1. Proceed leifurely and orderly. Suffer them mot to pafs
by any mifpronunciation uncorreted, from the beginning
to the end, caufe them fo oft to repeat a wrong pronunci-
ation, till with your affiftance they pronounce it truly, allow-
ing for the natural éefects in. the Speech of fome perfons,
the younger will learn thefe pronunciations more eafily, but
the elder may attain them alfo, although with more difhi-
culty.

2. Suffer them at no hand in fpelling, todifmember any
Syllable by repeating the Letters fingly, but that they pro-
nounce them whole as they find them.

Think not this method tedious, the end will crown and
reward the labour, and what the learner hath thus attained
and habituated himfelf to, will remain with him all his life
time.

This new Primer will without change except in the Title,
he the fame for all Nations and Languages.

The following Page gives the Alphabet and Character
mentioned in this Difcourfe, with the Lords Prayer in Eng-
iith, written therein as a Specimen.

Some
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