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PREFACE.

This Syllabary is published under the auspices of the

Shanghai Christian Vernacular Society. The burden of the

work has fallen upon three experienced and well known

Chinese teachers ; viz., |g ^ ||, ^ j?j jj|J
and

ffi pj ;.

They have done their work carefully, but it is inevitable that

in the first work of the kind there should be many mistakes

and omissions. Suggestions, corrections and criticisms will

be gratefully received. They may be sent to the Secretary of

the Shanghai Christian Vernacular Society, 18 Peking Road.

751583



PRONUNCIATION OF SHANGHAI SYLLABLES.

THE true pronunciation of Chinese sounds can only be learned from
a Chinese teacher, A large majority of the sounds have no true

equivalent in English ;
hence the student should bear in mind that

any Romaniz&tion used does not represent English sounds, but Chinese

sounds. This fact can not be too strongly emphasized. The com-

mittee which formulated the present Union System of Romanization

did not have in mind the representation of Chinese sounds by their

nearest English equivalents so much as it had in view the production of

a complete, simple and systematic table of letters and combinations

whereby all the Chinese sounds should be represented by Roman
letters or combinations thereof, and this without the use of diacritical

marks. It should also be borne in mind by the student that this

system does not divide a word into all its phonetic elements
;
but

rather does it follow a plan well-known to Chinese scholars ; viz., that

of dividing each syllable represented by a Chinese character into two

elements, one initial and one final.

THE INITIALS.

The Initials are divided into a "
Higher," a "Middle" or

"Aspirated," and a " Lower" Series.

1. The HIGHER SERIES comprises sounds represented by p,

'm, 'v, t, ts, s, V, 'n, 'ny, ng, k, ky, kw, (pure vowel sotfn&r), i and 'w.

2. The MIDDLE or ASPIRATED SERIES comprises sounds repre-

sented by;/,/, t\ ts, U, ch, k'w, h, hy and hw.

3. The LOWER SERIES comprises sounds represented by b, j, v,

d, dz, z, I, w, ny, ng, g,j, gw/(or low vowel sounds, slightly aspirated),

y and to.

N. B. Let it be remembered that the difference between the

Higher and Lower Series of initial sounds is not so much a difference

in consonantal quality as a difference in pitch; but there is a real

consonantal difference.

The following descriptions of sounds may be found helpful, but

the true sound in most cases must be learned from a Chinese teacher.

After each description there is given a Chinese character represent-

ing, or containing, the sound described.







PRONUNCIATION OF SHANGHAI SYLLABLES.

p pronounced much the same as in English, but a little harder

and without any aspiration. "U

p aspirated; somewhat as an American or Irishman would

pronounce p in pin, but with a more decided aspiration, fg
b not quite so hard as in English. |

'm higher and more explosive than m.

m as in English. ^
*v a sound slightly harder and less aspirated than the English

/'*
/ as in English, gj
v Nearly as in English, but often approaching 10, with which

it is sometimes confused, fij

t harder and with less aspiration than in English. "J*

softer and more aspirated, jg
(I softer than in English. ff

ts harder and less aspirated than in English, fjj

ts* softer and aspirated. %Jj

dz softer than in English. The majority of Shanghai natives

fail to distinguish between this sound and that represented by z. ^
s as in English. Jj,

z softer and more sibilant than in English. /$*

V ligther and more explosive than I.
Jft-

/as in English. fg>

'n higher and more explosive than n. 75
n as in English, j^j

'ny higher and quicker than ny. f

ny Much the same as n in new, but with a more decided y
sound following the n.

'ng higher and quicker than ng. Jg

ng harder than ng in song. |J
k harder and with less aspiration than in English, jfjfjl

K softer and with more aspiration. Jg

g as in go, but softer,
jjjff

Icy
-a peculiar sound wkich can not be represented by any

English combination. Perhaps tky might better represent it. J||

ch softer and with more aspiration than ch in church. j|

j a little harder than j in jug. ^
kw as qu in quart, jj^

/'&" the same sound aspirated and softer. ^
gw softer than gu in Guelph. H
Vowel initials are pronounced higher and purer than in

English.



PRONUNCIATION OF SHANGHAI SYLLABLES.

h as in hat. $$
f before an initial vowel indicates that the word belongs to the

lower series and that the vowel is slightly aspirated. This aspiration

is little more than a huskiness in the throat attendant upon the lower

pitch of the voice.

t lighter than the y sound, as i in view. Only as an initial is

the y sound given to i. In other positions i represents a vowel

sound. @
hy somewhat like sh in should, but less sibilant J8J

y as in young. JpJ
9w higher, lighter and quicker than w. IQfc

hw as wh in where. Hf
w as in way. g

DOK-YONa ZZ-MOO.

In this class there is no clear and distinct vowel sound. The
final z in the combinations tsz, ts

f

z, dzz, sz and zz might be regarded
as representing a vowel sound akin to that in the final syllable of

able prolonged. Edkins, Mateer, Bailer and others represent this

sound by t, and would spell ts'i, t'i, dzi, s'i and zi. Others insist

that there is no true vowel sound in the syllables represented, and

the final z should be discarded, or regarded as representing a

prolonged sounding of s or z. The syllables represented by m, r

and ng t
have a slight vowel sound before the consonant, this sound

being much the same as that represented by 'i in the list just
mentioned, m represents much the same sound as m in chasm

prolonged ;
and ng is much the same as ng in song, but generally less

sonant, r is an indescribable sound between that of the English r and

Z, or rather a blending of them. We give below a Chinese character

representing the syllables described as Dok-yong Zz-moo.

-n t*'z1b ** & rTB
fc*-JE dzz-^ V-Jp

THE FINALS.

The Finals are divided into Three Classes; viz.,

1. VOWEL ENDINGS, comprising sounds represented by a, e, i,

au, ot oo, oe, eu, u, ui, ia, iau and iea ; also the Wen-li sound ie.

2. NASAL ENDINGS, comprising sounds represented by ang, an,

en, ten, mg, aung, ong, oen, ting, uin and iang.
3. ABKUPT VOWEL ENDINGS, comprising sounds represented by

ak, ah, eh, ih, auh, ok, oeh, uh and iak.

The ng sounds are less distinct than the English ng in song.







PRONUNCIATION OF SHANGHAI SYLLABLES. Vll

Final n is sounded in the combination uin, but in other com-

binations does little more than lengthen out and impart a nasal

quality to the preceding vowel.

Final k and h are not pronounced : they indicate that the

preceding vowel is pronounced in a short, abrupt manner. Single
vowels followed by k retain their original sound

; followed by h are

shortened.

The vowels are sounded as follows :

a, wig, ak a as in father. g| Jg 3

an, ah a as in mat. JJ }p

6, en e as in prey. JjC pg
eh e as in met. ^f;

i
t
ien i as in caprice. ^ *fc

ing, ih i as in pit. $JC $
au, aung, auh au as in fraud. OJ jf H
o o as o in no. Jg

ong o as ou in mourn, but in some words it seems to many to

be sounded nearly like oo in moon, jjl

ok o as in mote. H
oo as in moon. Jf|

oe, oen, oeh oe as in the German Goethe,
'jjfr

3 $$
eu somewhat as i in mirth. Jg

ung, uh u as in sun. Jg f||

u somewhat as oo in foot, but lengthened out. ^
ui as u in the French vertu.

"ffi

uin ui somewhat like the preceding, but only to be learned
from a Chinese teacher. j|

ia, iang, iak short i is followed by a as in father. Qf jig g|J

ieu short i followed by eu. jfc

ie an occasional sound used in reading Wen-li: short i is

followed by a sound akin to e as in prey.

SIGNS USED.
t indicates that the pronunciation given is colloquial.
* indicates that the pronunciation given is used in reading Wen-li.
The absence of either sign indicates that the pronunciation given
is both colloquial and Wen-li.

to the left of a word indicates the tone to be zang-sung.
to the right indicates the chui-sung.

Final h or indicate the zeh-sung.
All other words are in the bing-sung.



TABLE OF THE RADICALS.







TABLE OF THE RADICALS. IX

r
y
OJ

43 waung
lame.

44 ss

a corpse.

45 [tseh
a sprout.

46 SAN
A MOUTALST.

62 koo

a spear.

63 'oo

a door.

1

f
3L

^

47

streams.

48 kong
a laborer.

49 kyi
self.

50 kyung
a napkin.

51 koen

a shield.

52 iau

immature.

53 yien
a covering.

54 yung
to move on.

55

hands joined.

56 lyuk
a dart.]

57 kong
a bow

58 kyi

pig's head.

59 san

plumage.

60 tseh

double man.

4 STROKES.

61 SING
HEART.

r*l

/I

A HAND.

65 [tsz
a branch.]

66 puh
to tap.

67 vung
literature.

68
c
teu

a bushel.

69 I'yung
an axe.

square.

71 [voo

Without.]

72 ZEE, nyih f

SUN.

73 yoeh
to speak.

74 yoeh, nyoeh f

the moon.

^U
/JV

75

WOOD.
76

to owe.

77 'Uz
to stop.

7S te

vicious.

79 zu
to kill.

80 moo, m f

to deny.
*

to compare.

82 mau
hair.

83 tz
surname.

84 chi

breach.

^|U >Jy
85 so#,

o^ +

7|V 4 WATER.

FIRE.

88 "voo

father.

^ [yau
crosswise.

a
ft

/K
I

90 zaung
n

, lanj
pan } -f

a couch.

91 p'ien
a splinter.

a tooth

93 nyeu
an ox.

94
CCHOEN

A DOG.

5 STROKES.

51
fr

95
_

sombre.]

96 NYOK
A GEM.

a melon.

98 "ngau
a tile.

99 ken

sweet.

100 sung, sang f
to produce.



TABLE OF THE RADICALS.

101 yong
to use.

102 dien

a field.

I03p't*
a roll of cloth,

r!04
NYUK

DISEASE.

105 [peh
back to back.]

106 bak

white.

107 li

skin.

108 mmg
a dish.

109 MOK
THE EYE.

110 meu
a lance.

111 sz*

a dart.

112 zak

a stone.

M

AN OMEN,

a footprint.

115 '00
GRAIN.

116

XV a cave.

to set up.

6 SHORES.

118TSOK
BAMBOO.

119 mi
rice.

A
|JLJ

120

SILK.

121 feu

pottery.

122

a net

123 yang
a sheep.

124 yui
feathers.

125 lau

old.

and.

127 le

a plough.

128 'r, nyi t

the ear.

129 ioeh

a pencil.

d

fl FLESH.

l 31 dzung
a statesman.

from

133 tsz

to arrive.

134 jeu
a mortar.

135 zeh

the tongue,

136 tsen

opposing.]

137 tseu

*T~ a boat.

138 kung
perverse.

139 suh

color.

|^
y *J

wfrt
JilL

141 hoo

a tiger.

142 DZONG
AN INSECT.

143

blood.

144 yung,
'

'atingj to do.

| CLOTHES,

146 si

west.

7 STROKES.

a 147 kyier?
to see.

148

a horn.

WORDS.

a valley.

151 deu

beans.

a pig.

153 dza,

reptiles.

154X
precious.

155

naked.

156

to walk.

f-|
/r the foot.

158 sung
the body.







TABLE OF THE RADICALS. XI

159 KYUI, tso]
A CART.

160 sing
bitter.

161 zung
time.

; 162 TS'EH
J_ WALKING.

|?
163 ih

P a region.

164 yctt

new wine.

165 tse

to separate.

166 li

a mile.

177

raw hide.

1 78 WPJL i O fvt/

leather.

179

leeks.]

W180
iung

a sound.

181 yih
a page.

ISt
/i^V wind.

8 STROKES.

167

GOLD.

to fly.

184 ZUH
TO EAT.

185 seu

the head.

186 hyang
incense.

t* 168 dzang

?\ long.

169 mung
a door.

170 VEU
A MOUND.

171 [di
to reach to.]

172 tsoe

birds.

173 yui
rain.

174 tswg
azure.

10 STROKES.

195 TT77,
A FISH.

196

BIRD,

wrong.

9 STROKES.

176 mien

the face.

187 MO
A HORSE.

188 kweh
a bone.

189 kau

high.

190 piau
the hair.

191 teu

to quarrel.

192 [tsang

fragrant herbs.]

199 [kuh
a vase.]

194 kwe, kyui f

a spirit.

11 STROKES.

197 [loo

salt.]

198 lok

a deer.

199 mak
wheat.

200 mo
hemp.

12 STROKES.

201 waung
yellow.

202 [su
millet.]

203 huh

^ black.

204 [tsz

embroidery.]

13 STEKES.

205 [ming
a frog.]

206 \ting
a tripod.]

207 lkoo
a drum.

208 [su
a rat.]

14 STROKES.

209 \_lih

the noise.

210 dzi

even.

15 STROKES,



Xll TABLE OF THE RADICALS.

211 tsz

front teeth.

16 STROKES.

BK
212 long

Ei a dragon.

213 [kwe
a tortoise.

17 STROKES.

214
a flute.

NOTE.
The more common

radicals are indicated

by capitals ; the less

common are inclosed in

brackets.







_h
v

/f

1095

*

ih

903

J ting

987

~~U ts'ih

25

dzang

183 Wf
T-aufya*

723

* san

741 zaung f

L zaungt
^ laung

c

f

zang* zang
*

1040 muh f

mok*
man f

van

307

717

1125

52

lit ts eu

699

63

974

png

sz

tsiat
ts

e

ien

X-JT dzung
526

909

526

w
700

tieu

lian

bing'

2
I

423 kuh t

au f

ia*

1066

105

121

tsong

ts'en

246

849

A
87

i

wen

tan

3

tsu

4;
612

/J c>ne*

413

r

kyeu

53

122

tsz

vah

224

*<
108

470

kwaf

772

dzung

5 2,
1096

CU ih

413

%
395

kyeu

chuh
chih

1079 'SL f
3

yan



SHANGHAI VERNACULAR SYLLABARY.

570

!Sl
298

K^J

loen

SL

zu

481 kyuif
kwe*

311

570

koen

loen

6 J

529

J
c
liau

29 tsaug

764

7 ~"
'

721

nyi
c

f
^_ *'- ^

1118
vu

>-^ yum
*

993

71 c

tsing

1060

oo

796

jtb
si

254

bwaung"

1068

kyih

8
1044

I ^ maung f

L . vaung
*

161

367

1093

169

hang f

hung
*

180

jft* h}
T

ang

403

xj> kyung

526

J\4 Hang

907

9 A
286

A
52

nyumgf
zung*

148

IK?*
287

- nyung t

, zuug

291

'!/J dzung

360

398

>aL
"I kyung

768

ftzeh

904

1T ting

959

Hf tsak t

// V tsuh *

1024

Mdzongmvt

dzan

147

278

a,
546

762

799

'fill sien

840

845

933

980

ff tsien







6

1030

108

it
122

131

dzung"

vah *

vung
c

f

134

152

210

271

255

289

nyuiig

386

4IT jieri

1060

1061

1073

c

nyang

45

89

153

tseii

dzu

veh

00

375 gaf

215

kya*

433

IH koo

544

630

1JS nyi

630

652

14* ben
c

656

707

713

736

sung

837

837

852

ffl dau=

877

896

dien

1005

I p tsauh

1053

1115

65

68

dzeh

271

315

351

k'oen

kia

462

kong"

498

521

670

707

761

761

1072

l-f
1
yang

1097

it,,
174

eu

181

if,-
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356

456

521

ffl

627

ngoo

639

na

664

|7jC pau

688

bien

807

IS sing

822

dzok

972

ts'iau

1015

ts ok

1020

tsing
*

1061

TOO

28

ts aung
c

|

59

134

146

it
159

dzuh

fautig

3

foo

ong

176

208

mng

273

279

423 kuh
koo

438

448

450

kyui

joeh

joen

472

526

577

kwen

liang

mung

565

iW
670

fc
O be"

677

700

ping

811

sieu

862

fIq t^aung

866
tau

tau

949

973

1057

ts'aung

tsia f
tsie

c *

oo

352

386

626

689

875

907

]ien

ngeu

pien

t'eu

ding

957

1003

147

194

352

tsuh

tsoo

foo

yau

kya

377

658 baung
baung







m

077

fit

7'J !-

be
c

san

962

10

tseu

tsa f

tse
a *

119

dzen

dzen

399

408

cliung

625

739

[rf saung

800
sien

S^ffll

1017

fitstsoe

1126
^ c

heu
eu

1148

435
b _. *.m C l

I 1 1 tl El \

l/tC >L /

717

725

793

893

935

1076

276

kyau

nyi

kaf
353

362

fm i|M kyang

368

kyau

387

405

jien

'kyung

642

nong

694

1092

297

941

989

tsiug

27

93

980

948

861

088

dzaung

dzu

tsien

ts'an

't'aung

noren

10

1064

ngeh

1134

nyocii

yoen

1143

Xw
109

uu

tsong

213

P̂
/U hyong

34

dzau

213

478

799

109

430

594

kwaung

sen

tsong

k'uh

'mien





m

932

tong'

383

963

542

914

637

922

ts'eu

ling

dauh

nyung

dok

a a

16 /L
337

/Lkyi
126

JL van

van

94

700

251

863

702

waung

tung

17 U

hyong

892

|5jdeh

623

98

P-I tsek

163

'en

18

865

)J tea

885

W tiau

129 fung
vung

c

976

314

k'oen

k'an

314 k'oen

ts'ien

SfJ

206

240

yung

WO

531

1042

91

ts oo

377

521

598

654

684

0,1 pik
//U bik

733

tlJsan
59

430

453

k'uh

choen

469

fSy kwak

1035

tsV

785

867

tau

887

430

810

884

siak
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956

rin
>VJ tsub

981

J*J J zien

14

Van

818

kaung

pen

708

pok

903

J|y

1038

'wahf
"wen*

148

466

foo

|MjlJ kkwo

772 dzang
dzun

tSl>Tl

978

115

n .>ts aung

428

14

koeb

J ts'an

971

257

388

tsiau

ts
f

au

wak

kyien

485

t
lke

wet
ijkwe'*

548

694

lieu

p'ib

zab

964

19

536

453

lib

choen
c

H V^ft
Jtt W)

350

//Pkya*
460

*>v kong

401

560

90

lib

dzoo

377

193

abf
P/Jkyib*

507

lau

72

407

ts'uh

^Kff kyung
Se/Jjuntf*

594

718

mien

beh

1148

iong

1062

315

509

932

507

voo

k
f

en
c

lull

771

402

606

765

"dong

lau

sung

moo

sz
v

523

453

choen

20/7
81

tsak

dzaub







*

323
ou

1065
'veil t

fell
*

1142

V yuiyun

307

307

603

1024

pau

a

21

240

709

'60

hwo

pok

zz

320

k
r

uung

968

ziang

18

'ah

137

263

486

jui t
o-we

*

980

I ts'ien

300

JLL nyan t

Jl seh*

721

ILL* san-seli f

Hi sell
*

771

Xl sung

1061

oo

23 r
263

Tfc

Ep,
281

442

24

768

-t-
zeh

soh

651

1040

w
195

668

pen

man

pe

849

tan

1013

"|* tsoeh

614

nen

706

25

717

1^
pauh f

*

pok*

688

1 bien

1)40

4^

tsen

k
e

a

467

26

975

P
581

581

1103

tsih

mau

mau

ung

1050



10 SHANGHAI VERNACULAR SYLLABARY.

411

746

450
>

399

797

n
825

kyoen

kyuug

411

984

407

sih

bak

tsih

cbung

27

176

516

eu

1005

E

a ts'oo

1133

nyoeu

1035
tsV

*jj m m
445

28

koeh

93

1089

522

28

1075

445

au

chi f

cbui *

723

.-/* san
^~t>- g[ IIT

* >L

946
ts'en

sung

946

29

1114

yi't

yeu

5

X\r ts'ts
f

o

126

394

754

787

seu

satin

1113

756

pien

zeu

779

785

1010

seh

mm

tsui

652

819

zu

729

892

30

331

M k'eu

35

>1 dzau

67 tsakf
|~| tsuh f

1

tsebf
tsz

173

195

333

ab

keu

371

kyau
c

425 k'auf

"PJ k'o*







m n

432

pf koo

440

kyui
c

keu

546

646

nTI Pa t

ty\ pah
*

760

835

ffjsz

847

&s
868

904

Citing
1115

yeu

175

%
190

"eu

217

hyang

keh

228

"
J* hyui

391

rt
PI kyih

395

426

kauh

522

600

886

mng

tiau
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