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Wikidata Needs References Also!
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■ Just as Wikipedia relies upon proper citations to 
ensure the verifiability of information contained in 
biographies and articles, so Wikidata depends upon 
references to ensure quality data.

■ Some statement types in Wikidata require references 
for authentication, or else they will display an error 
flag. Examples include:

– date of birth / date of death
– place of birth / place of death

■ Some Wikipedia templates that use Wikidata as a 
data source by default will only display data that has 
been correctly referenced. 

– {{Infobox person/Wikidata}}
– {{infobox scientist/Wikidata}}

■ If you see that a reference is missing for a Wikidata 
statement:
You can add a reference!

March for Science, San Francisco, 2017.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Template:Infobox_person/Wikidata
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Template:Infobox_scientist/Wikidata
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/March_for_Science


Wikidata References
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In Wikidata, references provide source information that 
shows where the information for a statement originated. 
They are created inside a statement group by clicking on 
(+) add reference.

Statement

Value

References



Adding a Reference
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§ Next to the statement that needs a reference, click on “+ add reference”.
§ For a website, click on the line marked “reference URL”.
§ To the right of “reference URL”, copy the URL of the reference source website and paste it 

into the empty box.
§ To save, click the checkmark (✔) to publish the edit.



Example Reference Needed
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Anne D. Yoder:   https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q27899302 

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q27899302


Example Reference Source
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https://www.amacad.org/person/anne-d-yoder 

https://www.amacad.org/person/anne-d-yoder


Example: Reference URL
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Anne D. Yoder:   https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q27899302 

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q27899302


Reference Created!
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Anne D. Yoder:   https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q27899302 

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q27899302


Reusing References
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§ References can easily be reused within a Wikidata page, which avoids duplicating 
citations.

§ To reuse references, you must have the DuplicateReferences gadget installed:
§ While logged in to Wikidata, go to “Preferences” at the top of the screen.
§ Click on “Gadgets”.
§ Make sure the box for DuplicateReferences is checked. Click “Save” to save.

§ Next to the reference you wish to reuse, click on “copy”. The link will change to read 
“copied”.

§ Then go to the statement where you wish to add a reference and click on “insert 
reference”. The reference will automatically be entered and saved.



Example: Reference Reuse
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Anne D. Yoder:   
https://www.wikidata.org/
wiki/Q27899302 

1

2

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q27899302
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q27899302


Other Reference Options
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■ Retrieved (Date)
– Within a reference, click “+ add”.
– Click “retrieved” to add a retrieval 

date in the format of YYYY-MM-DD.

– Click “publish” to save your edit.

■ Stated In
– Use for print sources and online 

databases
– Click “+ add reference”.
– Click “stated in” and add the name of 

a linked reference source in Wikidata.
– Add the specific ID of the entity in the 

online database if available.
– Click “publish” to save your edit.



For More Information
■ Wikidata Help Files

– Wikidata References Tour
– Wikidata Help: Sources

■ WikiProject Craft
– Peruse the project page for articles from this project to practice adding 

references. 
– While you are logged in to Wikipedia, you can use the Wikidata Item link from the 

Tools menu to open the Wikidata Page for the person or entity.
■ List of WikiProject Craft articles needing cleanup, including citations

■ Have additional questions? Need some support for editing Wikipedia or Wikidata?
Join us at the monthly Philadelphia WikiSalon!

– Wikipedia: Meetup/Philadelphia - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Meetup/Philadelphia
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https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Tours/References
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Help:Sources
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Craft
https://bambots.brucemyers.com/cwb/bycat/Craft.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Meetup/Philadelphia

