
BIKOL WIKIPEDIA AS 
A LOCAL RESOURCE 



Bikol, like 
Euskara, the 
photo is vertical 

• Basque language 
(over 1 million) 

• Official language in 
Basque Country 

• 29th largest 
Wikipedia 
 

• Bikol language 
(over 4.5 million) 

• Major language, 
no official status  

• Rank 147 
      



It is the youngest (2007) of 
the 8 Wikipedia projects in 
the Philippine languages. 
 
It only has 8,862 articles 
(147th) mostly on local 
history and culture.  
 
Depth: 7; Admins: 2. 

www.bcl.wikipedia.org 



However, in spite of the 
slow progress, it has 
become a useful online 
resource of local 
knowledge. 



Usefulness of Bikol Wikipedia 
CONTENT CATEGORY MEDIUM USAGE 

Mariano Perfecto biography magazine national distribution 

Casimiro Perfecto biography magazine national distribution 

Premio Tomas Arejola para 
sa Literaturang Bikol 

recurring event pamphlet regional event 

Tomas Arejola biography pamphlet regional event 

Clemente Alejandria biography journal regional  distribution 

Sanghiran Nin Bikol, etc. image book regional distribution 

Vocabulario de la Lengua 
Bicol 

image book national  distribution 



Usefulness of Bikol Wikipedia 
CONTENT CATEGORY MEDIUM USAGE 

Cecilio Press history poster university library 

Cecilio Gaudencio image, 
biography 

poster university library 

Leonor Dy-Llaco biography poster public library 

Over 50 Wiki Takes 
Rinconada photos 

image photograph public library 

Lokdo Nin Libmanan image, history blog online 

Luis Dato biography newspaper regional distribution, 
online 

Various contemporary writers biography book regional distribution 



Usefulness of Bikol Wikipedia 
CONTENT CATEGORY MEDIUM USAGE 

Various contemporary writers biography school project school, university 

Rehiyon kan Bikol locator map textbook public education 

Quince Martires image, history textbook public education 

Jose Maria Panganiban biography textbook public education 

Bikol Sentral language textbook public education 

Potenciano Gregorio image, 
biography 

textbook public education 

Sarung Banggi music textbook public education 

Universidad de Santa Isabel image textbook public education 



In 2009, two bio-
graphical articles 
appeared in a 
magazine 
published by the 
National 
Commission for 
Culture and the 
Arts (NCCA). 



Two more articles 
were used in the 
program of the 
premiere literary 
prize (defunct)  
in the region 
honoring a local 
historical figure. 



In 2010, a literary 
journal featured 
the biography of 
Clemente 
Alejandria taken 
from the  
Bikol Wikipedia. 



Contributed 
photographs 
appeared in these 
books  
published  
in 2010, and  
2012. 





Since 2016,  
local writers have 
used Wikipedia 
bionotes in their 
poetry chapbooks 
and anthologies. 
 
 





Iriga City Public Library 
 

in photo  
exhibits, 
 
and blogs 
 
 



Students taking 
Philippine 
Literature 
subjects consult 
the local 
Wikipedia for their 
school projects. 
 Ragay National Agricultural and Fishery 
School (RNAFS) 
 
Central Bicol State University 
of Agriculture  (CBSUA) 



Bikol Wikipedia 
articles have been 
utilized not just in 
magazines and 
books, but also  
in posters 
 
 James O’Brien SJ Library 
Ateneo de Naga University 



Raul Roco Public Library 
Naga City 



Iriga City Public Library 
 

in Wiki Takes 
Rinconada 
photo exhibit 
(2013) 
 
and blogs 
 
 



Iriga City Public Library 
 

in photo  
exhibits 
 
 





In 2013, one writer 
copied, without 
citing Wikipedia,  
a portion of the 
biographical article 
of Luis Dato, a 
historical writer. 



Then you put a Wikipedia logo where the Wikimedia logo used to be. But it’s either one or the other.  



In 2016, the Department of 
Education (DEPED) 
introduced the Mother 
Tongue-based Multilinggual 
Education (MTBMLE) under 
the K-12 Curriculum. 



Since then, 
subjects from  
Kinder to Grade 3 
are now being 
taught in the  
local languages 
including Bikol. 



The knowledge 
found in the local 
Wikipedia 
is shared through 
the textbook 
in Social Studies 3 
for Bikol speakers. 
 
 
 



Fun facts are cool!  
But local knowledge is 
what makes our Wikipedia 
relevant to the end-users.   
 



 
Wikipedia, big or small, 
should benefit the 
community.  
 



Small progress is  
still progress.  

Keep moving forward. 



Mabalos! Thank you! 


