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Background
● Portuguese Wikipedia community decided 

to turn off IP editing based on the voting 
result, and  implemented on October 4th 
2020.

● Product analytics team built a dashboard to 
track the related metrics on Portuguese 
Wikipedia, 

● Goal is to monitor the impact, provide 
quantitative information for decision 
making.

https://analytics.wikimedia.org/published/notebooks/AHT/ptwiki_dashboard.html


Key takeaways 
● Turning off IP editing does not appear to have had a significant negative 

impact on Portuguese WP, and we found positive impact in some areas. 

● The number of registrations went up, and retention remained solid. 

● The number of reverts, blocks and protected pages declined 
considerably. 

● The total number of edits declined when bot edits and reverts are 
included. Without bot edits and reverted edits, the number of edits was 
down in Q2 and Q3 compared to last year, and was up in Q4.

● Qualitative feedback from the volunteers showed that most remain in 
favor of the ban.



Recommendations
● Allow Portuguese Wikipedia to continue with their current practice 

for now, if the volunteers want to continue.

● Validate these findings by running a similar experiment on 2 more 
language WPs where the volunteers are interested in trying this 
out. The experience of a single wiki should not be used as 
decisive evidence.

● Publish these findings, to help inform continued discussions 
across the movement about the role of IP editing.



Note: Growth features
● Portuguese WP turned on the Newcomer homepage/Suggested edits 

features 4 days before the wiki blocked IP editing.

● These features are presented to new editors when they register an 
account, and offer encouragement and mentorship to help them to make 
their first edits.

● On some of the following slides, we've taken the estimated impact of the 
Growth features into account.



Impacts: 
Editors

7
CC BY 2.0, Stelios M. Prezerakos

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bluna_the_Himmy_and_his_keyboard.jpg


New accounts

Q2 Q3 Q4

Monthly 
Avg 15k 16k 16k

YoY Diff +2.5k +3.4k 0

YoY (%) +20% +26% 0%



Active Registered Editors

Q2 Q3 Q4

Monthly 
Avg 9.4k 10.4k 9.8k

YoY Diff +4.1k +5.1k +3.9k

YoY (%) +76% +98% +66%



Retention rate

Q2 Q3

Monthly 
Avg

6.7% 5.5%

YoY Diff +1.1% 1.7%

Growth 
Features

+0.3% +0.3%

Estimated 
Impact

+0.8% +1.4%



Impacts: 
Edits
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Total edits

Q2 Q3 Q4

Monthly 
Avg

217k 219k 238k

YoY Diff -21k -63k -1.2k

YoY (%) -9% -22% -0.5%



Number of reverted edits

Q2 Q3 Q4

Monthly 
Avg 13.0k 13.1k 13.4k

YoY Diff -11.4k -10.3k -12k

YoY (%) -47% -44% -47%



Net content edits 
--  Non-reverted & non-bot & non-revert edits

Q2 Q3 Q4

Monthly 
Avg

128.7k 123.7k 132.5k

YoY Diff -3.3k -9.6k +1.1k

YoY (%) -2.5% -7.2% +0.9%

Growth 
Features

+0.5% +0.5% +0.5%

Estimated 
Impact

-3.0% -7.7% +0.4%



Net edits                
--  Non-reverted & non-bot & non-revert edits

Q2 Q3 Q4

Monthly 
Avg

178k 183k 197k

YoY Diff -1.6k +3.7k +11k

YoY (%) -0.9% +2% +6%

Growth 
Features

+0.3% +0.3% +0.3%

Estimated 
Impact

-1.2% +1.7% +5.7%



Intervention Impact Analysis
Prediction of edits without turning off IP editing

* Metric: Non-reverted nonbot edits



Impacts: 
Administrative 
actions
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Number of blocks

Q2 Q3 Q4

Monthly 
Avg 1.3k 0.9k 0.9k

YoY Diff -8k -3.4k -3.2k

YoY (%) -86% -79% -76%



Number of blocks

Q2 Q3 Q4

Monthly 
Avg 1.3k 0.9k 0.9k

YoY Diff -8k -3.4k -3.2k

YoY (%) -86% -79% -76%



Number of protected pages

Q2 Q3 Q4

Monthly 
Avg 185 148 232

YoY Diff -640 -320 -152

YoY (%) -78% -68% -40%



Historical 
Trends
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Edits & IP edits



Bot & non-bot edits



Active editors



Community 
Feedback
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In support of the ban



In support of the ban



Against the ban



Neutral about the ban



Recap: 19 surveyed



Recap                    
Pros

Active registered editors increased by 76% (+4.1k) in 
Q2 ,+98% (+5.1k) in Q3, 66% (+3.9k) in Q4
New account creations increased by 20% (+2.5k) in Q2 
, 26% (+3.4k) in Q3, 0% in Q4
Reverts decreased by 46.8% (-11.4k) in Q2, 43.9% 
(-10.3k) in Q3, 47% (-12k) in Q4.
Blocks: -86% (-8k) in Q2, -79% (-3.4k) in Q3, -76% 
(-3.2k) in Q4
Protected pages:  -78%(-640) in Q2,  -68% (-320) in Q3, 
-40% (-152)  in Q4
Retention rate: +1.1% in Q2 , +1.7% in Q3 (+0.3% from 
Growth)

Community sentiment from ptwiki has been 
welcoming. They say this has led to better governance 
for the wiki, guidance for newcomers and reduction in 
hostility and conflict on the wiki. Editors also say they 
now have more time to dedicate to improving article 
quality instead of vandalism fighting.  

* Excluding bot edits

Inconclusive
Non-reverted content edits* decreased by 2.5% 
(-3.3k) in Q2 and 7.2% (-9.6k) in Q3,  increased by 
+0.9% (+1.1k) in Q4 (+0.5% from Growth features)

Non-reverted edits* decreased by 0.91% (-1.6k) in 
Q2 and increased by 2% (+3.7k)  in Q3,  +6% (11k) in 
Q4 (+0.3% from Growth features)

Forecast modeling shows post-intervention was not 
significantly lower than prediction without 
intervention.
Therefore, we do not have statistical evidence of 
negative impact from turning off IP editing. 



THANK YOU


