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Ansver of the Minister of State,
Minister of State, Mr. Koki Hirota,

Further, the question as to what is the fundamental idea of the
Japanese foreign policy towards the United States, Great Britain and other
countries, 1 chouid like 4o answer as follows. Unfortunately, Japan has been
comnellea to withdraw from the League of Nations owing to the Manchurian
Incident, but thlis dces not mean that Japan has separated herself from the
whole world, The Leagre of Nations is a place of conference and not to
attend the conference does not mean that the diplomatic relations between
Japan and those countries which compose the conference will be severed at
once,

For my part, I believe Japan should maintain closest friendly rela-
tions with all povers and the diplcmatic policy of Japan should take the
course of increasing friendly relations with all powers instead of a foreign
policy of making an ally of one power to oppose another or to make connec-
tions with one power to exclude another, In a word, I think the diplomatic
policy of Japan should be carried out in a feeling of universal harmony.
However, as the interests of the powers in Japan are not the same, some
interests being in 2 high Zdegree and others in a small degree, the most
cordial relations should be established with the powers having the greatest
interect in Japan. Therefore, towards such countries as the United States
and Great Britain, which have the greatest interest in Japan, great efforts
should be made to maxe relations better. I think I explained this point
clearly in my speech on foreizn policy the other day.

In connection with the diplomatic relations with the United States
and Great Britain, there is the problem of naval disarmament. My views about
the future of naval disarrament as also set forth in the same speech, are to
reach an agreement or naval disarmament by discussion with the United States
and Great Britain. Wnat the Jaranese Government lays greatest stress upon
is the accouplishmery ci a treaty, and I am of the opinion that it is not
right even to imagine a failure of an agreement. If you inquire how I intend
to deal w..th this proolem in the future, I would answer, of course, Japan
will follLw a pcliicy of peace and at this time I feel greatest reluctance
even 0 sp=~ulatc, at this time on measures to be taken in case the effort
to reach an agrecment turns out to be unfruitful, ‘
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