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Division of Origin: Military Analysis.
Subjet¢t: Japanese Alrcraft.

Porsonnal interrogated and Background:

Comdr. KOFUKUDA, Miteugl, 4&ge; 37 years. He graduated from Officers
School in 1931, followed by two years of sea duty. In December 1933
he entered KaSUMI GA HARA Nevy Pilot School, eraducted in July 1934.
From 19%4 to 3° he was assigned as 2 fighter pilot on both lend end
carrier—-based planes. In 1939 he was instructor for fighter pilots at
OITA. From 1929 to 40 he sew sction in China with the l4th air Group

(KOKUTAI). From 1940 until the end of the wer he was test pilot for
the Navy Air Testling Dept (SHINSABU). He toock time out from Aug 42 to
Merch 43 for essignment as Souadron Leeder in the 204th sir Group (KOKUTAI

Where Interrogated: Meiji Building Room 228.
Interrogator: Mejor John J. Driscoll
Interpreter: Mr. YTANO, Hero

Allied Officers Present: None;
SUMMARY

&

Comdr KOFUKUDA presented informetion on new Jepenese Nevel sircraft;
Result of encounters by his sauedron ageinst Allied eirdraft in the Solomons;

and some interesting remerks on Army-Nevy cooperation,
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INTERROGATION

'BESTTI CTED

Neme the new model Jepencec plencs with wvhich you ere femilier, from
your testing experiencel |

SHINDEN fighter - A single-engine pusher, Tecste werc completed.
DENKO fightor - 2-engine night fight~r. Teste incomvlete.

RENZAN bomber « 4-angine, Tests were comvleted.

Ki-87 Single-cngine Army fighter., Teets complcted but results poor,

Whet other =ircraft heve you tested ot SHINSABU?

All models nf the Zero fighter; the 22, 32, 52, end 62, Thc RAIDEN
fighter. The GEKKO, The TENRAI 2nd the REPIU.

How do you explein thc lpck of ermor plezte on even some of the latest
modelss

There wes e continuous debate gn the pros #nd cans of armor plete., ©Some
insisted on their vlence being equippced with srmor, end other 8 refused
to fly such aircreft. The finel decision wes to equip eircreft with

feirly heevy ermor-plete which wes capeblc of belng instantly detached
et the discrction of the pilot.

How do you explein the leck of self-sceling ges tenks Hn oven some of
the leter nodels:

We hed two types, end ncither wes completcly setisfectory. One type, -
the rubber-covered sluminunm style, functloned satisfectorily but wee
too heevy end the bulkiness mede mounting in the wings difficult,

The second type, the ell-rubber tenk, wee out into use this ycar. Fx-
perinente begen nn this type 2lmost two yesrrs egn, but technicel diffi-
cultice, vorincipelly leskezes, versistoed.

Whet encounters did you heve with cnezy sircreft?

Beforc the preesent war, in August 1958, I h~d seven combets over Hankow.
These were with Sovict-rede M-15's 2nd ¥ -16's ond British-redr Gledietors,
I downed four snd denmeged onc or two., During the present wer 1 sow

combet in the Solomone (meinly Guederlcenel). As Bauedron Losder it wes
not ny duty to enesge the enemy unlese nccessegry, therefore ny personel
cleims were few, However, I will outline the sctivitics of my squedron.

No, of Totel aAllicd THhtel Jep Totel sllied
Bngagerents 8/c involved »/c involved afc destroyed

B-17 3 16 27 S

B-24 2 - 2 15 O

Dive Borber

Model ? 1 2 13 2

FaF 4 87 143 3

P-38 L & 12 0

List what you consider the best americen fighters, along with Jepencse
eircr=aft.which you deen equivelent or supcrior.

P-38 B.st for Specd SHIDEN 21 equel or bbttx...r. also the
end high-eltitude ShINEEH '
fighting.

P-51 Best for Renge. ZERD 22, equel or bettver.

I6r best for |
nmencuversbility. ZBRO 22, equ+-l »r better,

How do you explein the leck of complete coorperstion betwosn the srpy
snd Nevy?

There were two brerricrs: 1. The first wes mutuel pride. 2. The second
wes the different requirements; The Nevy svwecislizing 1n cerrier-
bseed, snd the arny in lsnd-besed plenes. However, subseguent losses

nf sircr=ft cerriers tended t~ remove this difficulty.
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What wee . extent of their cooperstiont ' ~RESTRICTED

It wes limited orimerily to discussions ebout every thres nonths,.
However, at the beginning of 1945 they begen to conperate closer.

How do you expisin the sudden desire for cooperetiont

Due to lack of meteriesls, the Army end Nevy were forced into joint
design of eircraft. The AFHQ,(KOKUHOMBU) reelized thet it wes no longer

possible to wenufacture e lerge veriety of plenes, end thet the tine
hed come for cooperetion. Discussions were comuenced in the sutumn of
1944, and results were expected this yecar.

How much wae the Nevy ellowed t2 influence Arny desight

We were invifed to criticize the originel model only. After that the
Arny would complete the design end tests, and 1% successful would
crant the Nevy nenufacturing rights., Our criticicisms appeered %5 be
gsincerely considered, but were never eccepted in their entirety.

Were steps teken to standerdize eircreft gune?
Steps were initisted,but the war ended before results could be reslized.

Did you ever experience difficulties in combet due to the lack of
standerdizetinn?

Yes, once the Novy plenes ren out of emmunition. There were piles of
aprrunition et 2 nearby Army eirfield,but we could not use 1t es it wes
not interchengesble with ours., I belicve 2len that the Army end
Merines should heve the serne Infentry weepons.

Did you have =ny other combets?

Yes, over the home islends from YOKOSUK:., where I wes stationed es test

pilot. My orders were to teke off ond 4ud sttack eneny elrcreft where-

ever I could without interfering with iy duties. I had twn encounters
with B-29 formetions.

What were the eize of the formetions and whet were the resultsi

The formetione consisted of 70 2nd 80 B-29's, I did not succeed in
doing any dauege.

Did you ever receive eny demege 28 the result of your enti-bombor sttacks?

Yes, I received danage to the wings of ny fighter twice. Once on & nose
attack on & R-17: end once on & tail atteck H»n e B-29.

At what point of your attack were you hit?
Foch timze the hits occured upoon the breskeswsy.
Whet ie your opiniom of Amoericen bomber defensest?

The armerent ie very cond. The Jepanese would heve suffered less if
as well erned,

Whet were the most succeesful tyves of attacks epgeinst heevy bombers?

There were twn. One wee 2 nose etteck; snd the other was e 90° etteck
from above,

Describe these more fullyy

The nose stteck wes 15O in azimuth off the nose, end 10° below the

borbers line of flight., The etteck from 2bove was & helf-roll which
followed & collision course,

Did you ever do eny eir-toair boumbing?
No,
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