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‘MY FELILOW.TRAVELLER

(THE STORY OF A JOURNEY)

T met:him in the harbor of. ¥Odéssa.! For three suc-
‘eessive . days His square, strongly-built figuré attracted iy
‘attention.:. His face—of a Caucasian fype—was framed in 3
‘handsome béard, He'haunted me. " I saw him 'standing *for
hpurs together!’ on ‘the stongé ‘quay, with the ‘handle of :kis
watking'istick' in ‘his mouth,.. staring’ down -vacantly, ;with

hls bla'ck alﬁioﬁ'd-sha ed }'es "utu u;c ';1"\”}3}’ _y 'Eu ux uxc
ass me by with the gait
’ho” codld he be?: I'begaa to watch
‘him." As if anxicugto 'Cxcnte my curigsity, he scemed to cross
‘y path more and miorc oftsn, *In the end,*-his fashion-

ably-cut light check suit, his black hat, like “that; of an artist;

171
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\"l‘._

‘harkor, YTén "times a day, b

rtr

¥,
I
1of a careless lounger. Wt

bis' indolent lounge, and even his listless, bored* plancé grew
quitc familiar to me. * His presence was utterly un‘éo.:;:ouz;'tﬁblc,
hcrc in the harbor, where the whistling -of the' steamers and
engmcs, the clank:ng “of chaips, _the shoutmg of workmcn,

&ll the burried maddening bustle of a port, dommatcd ong’s
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nsations, and desdened ume’s surves and brain. Everyone
se about the port was enmeshed 1o its immense complex
achisery, which demanded incessant vigilance and endless
il. Evervone here was busy, -loading and unloading either
samers or railway trucks. Evcr}onc was tired and care-
orn. " Everyone was hurrying %o and fro,¢ shouting or
irsing, covered with dirt and sweat.: Jn the midst of the
il and bustle this singular person, with his air of deadly
ircd&:f;'," strolled abouit deliberately, heedless of everything.

~ At’last, on the fourth day, I *came across® him during
ie-dinner hour,  and I ¥made up my mind® to find out ¥at
1v cost’” who he might be. 1 seated myself with my bread
1d watér-melon net far from him, and began to cat, seru-
nizing him and devising some suitable pretext for beginning
conversation wnh hnn.

Thcrc he stood, tcanmg ~against a pile of tea boxes,
ancing aimlessly around, and drummmg with his fingers on
s walking stick, as-if it were a flute. - It was difficult for
e, a_man dressed like a tramp, with a porter’ s knot over
Ly shouldcrs, and grimy with coal dust, to open up a con-
srsation with such a dandy. But to my astonishment' I
oticed that he never *tovk his eyes off mc,* and that an
npléasant,; greedy, animal light shone in those eyes. [ *came

) the conclusion® that *the object of my cin'iosit‘jg" must be

N
-_.‘-—.
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hungry, and after glancing rapidly rouud, I askéd him‘in a
low voice: “*Are you hungry?”’

- He started, and with a famished grin -showed- rows-of
slrong sound tccth And he, too, lookcd suprcmus!) round
We¢ were quite unobserved. Then I handed him-half my
irelon and a chunk of wheaten bread. . He snatched it all
from iy h'md and disappeared, squattmg behind a pilc of
Loods. His head peeped out *from time to txmc,“ hls hat
was pushed back from his forchead, showing his dark * moist
brow.- His ‘face wore a broad smile, and for some unknown
reason he kept winking at-me,. aever for 2 moment é:casin}g.
to chew. o

Makmg hlm a srgn to wait a moment, I went away to
buy meat, brought’it, gave it to hini, and:stoéd by the boxes,
thus cempletely shiclding my poor-dandy from outsidcrs’- eyes.
He ‘was still eatmg raveoously, and constantly lookmg round
as if afraid someone might snatch lis food away; but after
I rctumcd,—-hc 'beganlto-eat. mote: c:dml'-y, ,thGUgh still:so fast
and so greedily that it caused me pain to watch this famished
man. And 1 turned my.back on him, ”

“Thanks! Many thanks indeed!” He patted my shoulder,
snatched my hand, pressed xt, and shook it heamly.

Five minutes latér he was tcllmg me who he was.' He

was a *Georgian'? prince, by name Shakro Pradze, and’ was
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the only son of a rich landowner of *Kutais'? in the. Caus
casus, He had -held a position as clerk at ope of the r.,llway
stations in hzs own countty, anu dunng that tme - bad lived
| wuh a f[‘.lcnd But one fIne day the iriend- dzsappea:;cd
carrying off all the prmccs noney and valu-w.cs. Shakro
detcrmmcd to track and follow him, and. .mupg hcard by
chancc that his.late fncnd had taker a tlckct to *Batoum, e
he set off there. But in Batoum he found that his friend
had gone -onn to Odessa. Then. Prince Shakro borrowed a
passport of another friend—a halr dresscr—of the s*mc‘ a.r'é‘ 1s
himself, though the fcaturcs and dlstmgmshmg marks noted
‘therein did net in thc lcast resemble his own. Atrived at
IOdcssa, he informed the police of his loss, and thcy prozs.,,nd to
investigate the matter. Hec had been waiting for a fortmght
!1 d consummed all his moncy, and fo r the last four days had
not caten a morsel,

I listeried to his story, plcnufully embellishcd as it was Wwith
_oaths ‘S He gave me the xmpress:on ‘of beirg " smcerc.r 1 lookcd
at h:m, I'believed him, " aiid felt ‘sorry for the lad. Hc was
*nothing more' *—he was mnctecn, but [rom hls nancty oric
might have *taken him for®’ younger., Ag'un and again, and
with deep indignation, he returncd to the thought of his close
friendship for a man who had *turned but'? to be a thief,
and had stolen property of such value ‘that Shakro’s stern

1*-\8-&
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old father would certainly stab his son with a dagger 1t the -
propcrty. were not recovered. |

1 thought that if I didn’t help this young fellow, the
grccdy town "would suck him down. *I kntw through what- -
trlﬂmg c1rcumstanccs the army of tramps is recruited,!! and
there sccmcd every possibility of Prmcc Shakro dnftmg lnto
#his rcspcctablc, but not rcspected class.?* T felt a wish to
help him. My carnings were not sufficient to buy him a
ticket to Batoum, so I visited some.of the railway offices,
and begged a free ticket for him. I produced weighty argu-
ments *in favor of?! .assisting the young fcllow, with the
1 T advised Shakro

to *apply to?? the Hecad of the Pelice of the tow

rd‘su}. f 5_‘:‘;{;“ :'Acuen‘o *nnéf ne \hci

ol
— e T E =aw mT
~F

»

1; this made
him uneasy, and he declined t& go there.  Why not? He
explained that he had not paid for his rooms at an  hotel
v;.'h:rc he had been staying, and that when requested to do so,
he had struck some one. * This made him anxious to *conceal
his identity,?! for he supposed, and with reason, thatif the
police found him out he would have to *account for®f the
fact of his not paying his bill, and for having struck the man.
Besides, he could not rcmcmbcr exactly if he had struck one
or two blows, or more,

The position was growing more complizated. -

I resolved to work till I had carncd a sum sufficient to
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carry him back o Batoum. But alas! I soon - realized that'
my plan could not be carried out quickly--¥by no means?s
quickly--for my half-starved prince ate as much as three
men, dnd more. At that time there was:-a great influx of
pcasants iito the Crimea {rom the famihe-stricken northern
parts of Russia, and this had ¢aused a great reduction in the
wages of the workers at the: docks. [ sil'c:cccdcd in carning
only cighty kopecks a day, and our food cost us sixty kopecks.

I had no intention of .staying much fonger at Odessa,
for. I had meant, some; timc before I cainc across the prince,
to go on. to the Crimea. I thcrcforc suggested to hlm thc
followmg plan: that we shou]d travcl togcther *on foot" to
the Crichea, and theérd [ would find him another companion,
who would continue the journey with him as far as *Tifie, "
if Itshould fail in finding him a {

to 'go with him mysclf

cHow-traveler, T promised

The prince glanca;] sadly at his c!cgmt Loots, his hat,
wfa trousers, while he smoothed and pattcu his coat. He

thought a little time, sighed agiin’ and again, and at last

agreed. So we started off from Odessa to Tiflis on foot.,

By the time we had arrived at *thrson" I kncw some-
thmg of my compamon. He was a nalvcly savage, cxcf-ed-
ingly uddeveloped young fellow; gay when he was well: fed,
L 5
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dcicctcd when' he was hungry, like a strong, casy- tcmpcrcd
aumml On the road he gave me accounts of life in the
C aucasus, and told me’ much -about the Inndowncrs” 'aﬂout
thesr amusements, and- the way they treatéd: the: peasantry
His stoties weré interesting, and had a bcauty of their: own;
but they produced on my mind a most unfavorable impres-
sion of the narrator himself.

To givc one iestance. There was at one fif‘u‘c_ a ‘rich’
prmcc,_who had  invited many friends tc 7 feast. Tllcy
*partook’ frccly of?* all kinds of. Caucasian wines and ‘meats,
and, after " the feast. the prince led his guests to his stables,
Thcy saddled the harses, the prince picked out the hflndsomcst,
and rode him ifite ‘the Ffids' 'Hnt was 2 “Hery' ‘steed!” The
guests pralscd his form and: ;wccs. Onca more the . prince:
start‘cd to ride iround- thc ficld,: when. at the same ‘moment a
peasaat appcarc& ridiag a splendidi white "horsd; and over
took . the prince-—overtook him and laughed. .proudlyl’ The
prince was *put to shime'* before his guestst Tle *knit his,
brow,1? and bcclxoncd the peasant to: approqch, thcn, wuh aiv
blow of lus (hggcr, he severed the man’s hcad from lus body
Dramng hlS pxsto! he shot the wh:tc horsc m ihc car.' [ Ic:
then *dclivered himself up to justice,’? ‘and was condemhed
to penal servitude.

Through the whole story there vang *a note of .pity®!

T
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for ‘the prifite. I ‘endeavored -t6 :make’ ‘Shak¥é  understand®
that. his plty was m:splaccd

.“Therc arc not 50 many prmccs,_ he femarked djdac-,
ncally, as thcrc are ‘peasants. It cannot bc ]ust to condcmn
a’ prince for a peasant. What, *aftcr all” is a pcasant? hc
is no better than thisl” He took up a handtul of sorl,"a‘n‘d‘
added: *‘A-.prince .is a star!”

We had'a dispute over this question ‘and he got- angry.
thn angry, he *showcd hlS tecth?® like a wolf, and his
fcaturcs sccmcd to grow sharp and ‘sct.

]

' “Maxrmc, you know dothmg about life in the Caticastis;

o e AR *- . s * -'~|,=’ %, ;\'"3.
sé you had better #hold your fonguch o

: All. my arguments werce - powcﬂc*s to “shatte hig;' ;

My argumcnts never a.,hcd hIS bram, bui lf ever, I d!d
[
succccd m showm hlm that my opmmm wcre wc:ght:ct and
*éf niote alUc" than hls oWn, “he WuL!d srmply say
“Then - -£0- and live id' the Cautasus, and you will Seeithat
I am right. What every one doés must be right, Whyam
I to believe what you say? You are the only one, wha says
such things are wrong; while thousands say they are right!”
Then T was silent, fecling that words were *of no use'®
in this case; only facts could confut¢ a man, who believed
that life, just as it is, 'is entirely, just and lawful, I was

—16—~
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sﬂcnt, wlulc hc was trlumphant, for hc ﬁrmly bchwcd that
hc knc.w hfc and considered his knm\lcdgc of it somcthmg
unshakc:_ablc, stablc and pcrfcct. My silence’ sccmcd to him
to g'wc hifn 2 a nght to' *strike :\. fullcr ‘note!® o hx;‘storlcs
of Caucasian hfc-—a l;fc full” of so’ much ‘wild bcauty, 50
mUCh firc and ongmalzty Thcse stories, though fall” of mtcrcst
and attraction’ fof me, continued to provake my- mdlgnatfan
and d:s?;;ust by their cruclt}, by the Worshlp of \V.célth ;ﬁd
of str‘cng‘th tvhith they d13playcd and the® abscncc of that
morality which is said to be binding on all men - dlike:
Once. 1. asked hl"l’l if he knew whatt ‘Chirist .had. taught.

4 Yesy of couree T-do!” ihe replied, shrugping his

‘houlders,

But aftef I had examined. him on this. point; #jti'turned

out that'® .all he know:< was,” that there. had cqni:'é* been a
-}ccgtain:_.C;_hi-i.;t,_ who protested “agafnst the'laws of the Jeigs,
and that for this protest’ he'was :crucificd’ by the :Jews: -~ Bt
being a God, he did not die on the cross,'but . aseended jito
heaven, and gave' the world' 3 new’ law;

HWhat law was that?¥ .1 inquired.

He glanced at me with ironical incredulity, and asked:
“Arc you a (‘hr:suan?‘ Well, so am I aChsztlan.‘ \Tcarly
all “the pcoplc in’ the \mrld arc Chnstlans. \Vcll why do
you ask then?  You know the way thcy all live; thcy follow

i e
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the law of Ghrist!”

I grew cxcited, and began cagerly to tell him about
Christ's  life. At first he listened attentively; but this atten-
tion did not Jast long, and he began to yawn.

I understood that it was useless *appealing to*? his heart,
and I oncé more *addressed ;myself to!? his head, and tatked
to him of the advantages of 'mutual help and of knowledge,
the benefits of ‘obedienée to the law, speaking of the policy
of morality and nothing more.

“He who 'is strong is a law to himself I He has no
need-of learnmg, eyen, blind, hc Il find his way, - Prince
Sha.{ro rcpllcd ianguldly

| ch, he was always *truc to himself.*!. This, madc me
[ccl a respect . for him; but__h_c was saxagc and cruel, and
_somctlmcsl '.‘. a spark of hatrcd for’ Pnncc Shakro Stlll I
had ot 19si all’ hope of ﬁndmg ome D\nnr of rontact wlth
him, some common ground on ‘which we coul(i msat, ‘and
undcrstand one another,

I b¢g1n to use slmplcr language wiih the pnncc, and
‘tried to *put mysdf mcntally on q levcl with' hini.** "He
‘noticed these attempts of mine, Buit evidently mlstakmg them
for an acknowledgment *on my part'® of his superiority,
adopted a still more patronjzing tone in talking to me,

I suffered, as the conviction: *came home'? to me, that all

[ f‘
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my srguments wers thareered  against the stone wall of hls
conception of -ife.

- Soon we had left *Perckop'? behlnd us. We were ap-
p,roaching the Crimean mountains. For thc last two days we
had seen them against the horizon. The mountams wrrch
pale blue, and looked like soft heaps of billowy clouds. 'I
admired them in the dlstancc, and T dreamed of the southern
shore of the Crimea. 'The prince hummed his Georgian
songs and was gloomy. We had spent all our money, and
there was no chance of earning anything in these parts.

 We bent our steps toward *Feodosia,*? where a new
harhor was *in course of construction.’® The prince said
that he would work, too, and that when we had ‘earned
enough moncy we weounld take a boat together to Batoum;
In Batoum, he said, hc had many fncnds, and wuh their
assistance he could easily gct“:.ne a sxtuatnon-—as a housc-
porter or a watchman. He c!appcd me patromzmgly on the
back, and remarked, mdulgcntly, with 2 peculiar click of his
tongue:

“Ill arrange it for youl You shall have such a lifel
ts¢, tsel You will have plenty of wine, there will be as
much mutton as you can cat. Ydu can marry a fat Georpian
girl; tsé, tsd, ts&! She will cook you Georgian dishes; give
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you children~~many, many childrenl  tsé,” tsé, tsél’

This ‘constant  repetition of "‘tsé, tsé, ‘tsel? surptised nin'
at’ ﬁrst, then it-began to’ 1rmatc me;y and at: last, it *rcduccd
e to" a meluncholy frenzy In Russ:a we use this sound
to call pigs, but in the Caucasus it seems to be anl chp!rgsmon
of dcllgh' and of regret, of pleasure -and of satness:

Shakro’s ;smart suit already bcgan to look shabby, his;
c,cgant boots had split in many, placcs._ Hls cane and hat
had ‘been ‘sold in Khérson. To replace thé hat he had’ bollght
an old uniform cap of a railway clérk. When he ‘put ‘this
cap on for the first . time, "he cocked it on-one -side of his
head, andl askcd;_“fDocs it suit me? Do I look nice?”

At lasi we reaclicd the Crimea. We had left” #Sim-
phéropol®? behind us; and ?ivcré imoving towards” *Jalta.®?

T was walkmg along in sifent ecstasy, marvelling at the
bcauty of this strip of land, caressed on all sides by the sea.

The prince sighed, complained, and castmg dc;rctgd
glances about him, triéd filling his empty 'stomach’ w:th w11d
‘berries.” His- knowlcdgc of their niitritive qualmcs ‘was' e
tremely lxmncd and his cxpcnmcnts were not always suc-
cessful. Often he would remark, ill- humorcdly'

“If 'm *turned inside out’* with eating this stuff, how
am l.to go any farther?’ And what's to be done’ then?”

- -
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We had no chance of earning anything, neit! er had we
a penny left to buy a bit of bread. *All we had to live
on’? was fruit, and our hopes for the future.

‘The prince began to reproach me with want of enterprise
and Iaziness—with ‘‘gaping about,’” as he expressed it, Alto-
gcthcr, he was bcgmmng to bore me; but what most *iried
my patience’® were his fabulous accounts of his appetite,
Accordmg to these accounts, after a hearty breakfast at noon
of roast fainb, and three bottles of wine, he could ca‘-sily, at.
his two o'clock dinner, *dispose of*? three platcs of soup, a
pot of pilave, a dish of shaslcek, and’ various othcr Caucasxan
dlmcs, washed down abundantly with winé. i=ox whole ‘days
he would tavc of nothing but his gastronomic tastes und
knowledge: and while thus talking, he would smack his lips,
his eyes would glow, he would show his tccth, and grind them
togezher; would suck in and swailow the saliva that came
dripping from his eloquent lips. \Vatchiﬁg him at these
moments,{ conceived for him a deep fccling of disgust, which
I found difhcult to conceal. | .

Near Jalta I obtained a job at *clearing away®® the dead
branches in an orchard. I was paid fifty kopecks ¥*in ad-

vance,*?

and laid out the whole of this money on bread and
mecat. *No sooner had I returned with my purchase, than®*
the gardener called me away to my-work, I-had to leave

Qe
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my store of food with Shakro, who, *under the prctext of*!
a headache, had declined to work. When I rcturned in an
hour s tlme, I had to acknow[cdnc that Shakre’s stoncs of
his appetite were *all too truc.’?  Not a crumb was left of
all thc food I had bought! II:s acnon was *an)thmg nut" |
frlcndly one, but T let it pass. Latér o T had to acknow-
lc dgc to mysclf the mistake I:then made.’

My silence did not pass unnoti¢ed by Shakro, who pro-
fited by it *in his own fashion:®' His bechavior -toward me
from that time grew. more, and more shamclcss.' I worked,

[
whllc he ate and drank and urgcd me on, rc[usmg, on

.Ic _

::° ions pretexts, o do any work himself: 1.am no follower
Tolstoi. I'fclt’ amused and sad- as‘l saw this"strong heal-

hy fad watching ‘ine with greedy eves when I returned from

a hard day’s labor; and found him waiting for me in soms

lﬂ

hady nook. DBur it was even more mortifying to sce that he
was sneering at me for working. He sneered at me bccamc
he had learned to beg, and because he *ooked on me as®’
a 'lifeless dummy." When he first - started i:cggfn'g,— he ‘was
ashamed for me to see him, but he sodbn *got over'’ this;
and as soon as wec came to some -Tartar . .village, he would
openly prepare for *business.®”.. Leaning heavily on his stick,
he would drag one foot‘;:l_lft_er._'ll.i.m,-<.‘a‘s\.t'li_b'ﬁg}i he were lame.
He knew quite ‘well that the Tartars are miean, and never
~rad—
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give alms to anyone who is strong and well. 1 argued with
hith, and tried to convince him of the shamefulness of such
a course of action. He only sncered.

“I canniot work,”” was all he would reply.

He .d-id‘ not get much by his begging.

My lhcalth- at that time began to *give way.'* Every
day the journey scemed to grow more *t-rying." Lvery day
our rcl:uioﬁs toward c.;lch other grew more strained. Shakro,
now, ha.d.bcgun shamelcssly to insist that I should-prc;\;idc
him with food. |

“It was you,”” he weuld say, ‘““who brought me out
LIt was y say, 8 |

Iiiéf-'c,,“:rli" this way; o you must look ~after me. T never
walked so far in my lifc before. 1 should never have under-
@akgn | such a journcy on foot. It may kill mel You are
‘lar{ﬁémipg me; you are cmshiﬁg the life out of mel Think
"}vh?:'tt it would be if I were to die! My mother would weep;
in'y"fatl-mcr would weep; all my friends would ﬁ'ccp! }ust
think of all the tears that _would‘bc shed!”

I:listened to such’ speeches, ‘but was not angered by them.
A strange thought began to stir in my mind, a thought that
made e *bear _wit:h” him paticntly, *Many a time’* as he
lay asleep by my side I would watch his calm, quiet face, and
think t6 myselt, as though groping after some idea:

“Ie is my fellow-traveller—my fellow-traveller.”

—..30-.._
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At tlrncs, a dim thought would smkc mc, “that *aiter
aﬂ“ Shiakio “tvas only ‘ripht in clalmmg so frecly, and: with
so much assurance, my help and my care. Tt proved. ‘thi¥
he possessed a strgng; gill. “Ide . Was -éhslaving ‘me, and I
submitted, and studied his character,  following:each qulvcr-
ing- movement of the muscles of lus f'u:c, trymg to foresce
whf.-n and at what pomt he. would stop in this process of
e\plomng anothcr prrsons mdmduahty.

Shakro wm‘ "m cxcdlcnt spmts,” hc sang, ahd s!cpt,
and ]cdtcd at n’lc “when he felt *so msposcd " wm s
twe'Sepatated £g_1;ﬁt‘i.'vg‘gj"£t1{_c’gvlz§_ - F.would leave:him- oihié
bread and’ Somie monicy (if we hod any),  2ad would: telt him
Swhere: to mect..me;again. At:parting,: he wot.-,lo lollow me
Vg;b a ausp:cmus, angry Ioak in _his cygs Bur when we
met. ag'un he \yelcoxmd me, vlth glccful trlumph. Hc :{dlw':}s
s'ua iaughmg’ “I thought you "had' run oﬂ alone;’ ihd Tefo
it Bt hal' Baf™ 1’ bxodght Hirh food, and-told” hif of the
BeautiFal - p!dcéi’.%l'-‘ had “seen’ . and dnck . even, Dspeaking- of
“*igkhtchésardi,”® /T told -him about our .;Rps_s:n:an_;:l_lpc‘t:_ f‘Rush-
kin,’* and recifed some of his verses. . Byt this -p;qqgccd
no cffect on hin_i.‘ ‘ o | -

““Oh, .. indced; that .is. poetry, is it?. Well, songs
are better thar Poeiry, I knewy a Georgian’ onéel \tHe was
the man to singl He sang so ‘loud—so lodd~céhe would

S
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have thought hlS throat was being cut? = He finished by
murdcrmg an, mn l\ccpcr, and was bamshcd to Schrfa. 4 ;
,;!‘ Evcry tm}c I rcturncd 1 sank Io“cr ?nd lowcr in l{ac
oplnlqn qf Shakro, untjl h,c could not conccgl l_us conbcmpt for
me. Our posmon was anytlung hut plqasan; i I‘was,scldom
lucky. cnoug,h to catn mofe.. than rm{blc or. a rquhl,c and
as li'nlf a wch and I nccd not‘say that was not ncarTy suffi-
c’lc}nt to feed us both. Tflc few bits of moncy that- Slmkro
gained '-by btg'gmg made But litde difference in’' the staté of
our: affairs, for his belly’ was a bottomless pit, v which swa-
]lowcd cvcrythmg that *ell in-its way;?? - grapes, melops,
~ Sal:: ﬁsh, bread or dru:d fruu., ‘ang as time went, on he seemed
LI S AR iy

o nccd LVCI‘ -more -m(l mn—n Fm_!
I, . )

[
2,

—?

I\"- l

Shikro" bt-gan to urgc me 16 hdstenn ownr departure trom
'tn\_'Crxme'!,'“ﬂ Jm:casomhly ;ioxhtmg “that” dutimn- svoull
‘Soon - bé here and Svehad “a- fong -way!'still to go. I agreed
with this view, and, '_bcsidcsr.f‘had_'by't‘hc{l “scen” all! that
part of the Crimea. So we pushcd on again nwa;;,_l -Feodosia,
ho;ﬁng to earn so: “CIhmg th"rc. Oncc ‘more our dict was
.\“rcduccd to fruit, and to hopcs for thc fhturc.

Poor future! Such a load of hopes is cast-on’ it by “then,
that it lgses almost all its charms by the time it b;:wmcs the
prcscnt!

When within some twenty versts of Aloushta we. stopped,

s o
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as usual, for our mght s rcst. I had pcrsuailcd Shakré to
*ecp to?? the ‘sca coast; it was ‘a longer way round but I
longcd o breathe the. fresh sea breezés. -Weimade a fires
andlay‘down beside it.; ‘The night was a glorious one. Tt
dack - green sea splashed: against the rocks below; -above us
§prcad‘ the - ma;qstnc calm ot the blug: hcavcns, and around
us sweet- sccntcd trccs and bushes ristled softly‘ Thc moon
wis nsmg, and the ‘delicate’ tracery of the: shadows, thirown
b“y' thé taliﬁgi'ccn plane trees, crept over the stones. ~, Seme-
Wwheré. neatr' a bird sang} its note was -cledr and Lold. Tts
silvery trill scemed to melt into, the air that was full of the

saft, .saf:'!:ssing splash of the waves. . ch sﬂenu. that foﬂowcd'

was lwrokcn by i_hc iiérvous chirp of a cric 'r'ct' ' h ﬁrc
RN SRR . o
Bhvhad .,ht, 'nd jis- flames ‘Tooked like a- largc banch of

“fed land.] yellow ™ flodyers. i Flickering: shadows danced ™ gail;

"1.

TR

_around us; asrxf cxultmg in thc:r power of movcmcnt, #in

......

from tite nme strangc‘ souhds floated - throUgh the ‘air.
“The -broad: expanse of sea horizon scetned lost in inunensity,
In the' sky overhiead ‘not a clould , Was visiblc. I‘ fclt as if I
‘were lying on the earth’s cxtrcmc edge,. gazmg into mﬁmtc
space, that riddle that haunts the sonl. The majestic bcauty
of 'the night "intoxicated ‘me, while my wholc bcmg seemed
absorbed in the harmony of its colors, its sound:., 4id its ‘scents.

i
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A fecling of awe filled my souf, a fcchng as if some-
thing great wére very near to me. My heart throbbed with
the joy of life.

Suddcnly, g 1akro burst into loud laughter, _“Hal hal
lla! How stuprd your face does lookl lou ve a regular shecg 5
head!” “Ha! ha!l ‘ha”

I started ‘as-though it were a studdén crap of thunder.

But it .was worse. It was laughable, . yes, but oh, how
! : _

mnrufymg it was!

He, Shakro, laighed till the tears came. ‘1 was ready
tocry, too, but from quitg a° different rcason. Aluinp:rose
in my thrmt, and T could not speak. I gazed at him with
wﬂd cyes,. and tb!s_on!y increased hlS ‘mirth. Hﬂ ‘rolled’ on
the ground *hol d'no his sidés.’% 'As for me, T could 'not
get over the insult—for a bitter’msuli; it was. Thosefew;
I hope —who will understand it, from hwmg had a s:mn

expencn'n in their lives, will recall all the bxttcrncss it lcfi

in their souls.

“Leave- off?” T shouted, furiouly.

He was. startled and fnghicncd but he could not ai
once restrain his Iaughter His eyes rolled and hxs check:
swelled ds if about to burst. All“at once Fe *went off intc
- a guflaw®' again, Then I rose and. lcft him,

Ior some time'I wandcréd abbut, heedless -and almaos
T8
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unconscious of all that surrounded me, my. wholeesoul con:
sumed with the hitter pang of londiness and of humi.liatiom
Mcntally, 1 bad beeni embracing all nature., Sllcntly, w1th the
passnonatc Tove any’ man must feel if he *has a little of the
poct i him,** [ was loving and adoring her. *And now ‘it ‘was
nature that; under the form of ‘Shakro, "was ‘mocking e for
my pass:on. ’, I might have. gone still further in my. accu-
sat.ons a_s,amst mturc, agamst Shakro, and agamst the wholc
of llfc, “*had I not been®! st.oppcd by approaching footsteps.
" “Iio not be angry,” -said Shakro in a contrite voice,
toaching my shoulder lightly. *‘Were you praying? I didin’t
Lnow ity for I never pray myself. " |
Iu: ay‘)né t'mtdly, like 2 naughty chlld In splte of my
cxcncmcat, I *could not hclp” noncmg his pitiful face It!rll-
crohsq distortcd by embarmssmrnt and alarm.
““I will riever interfete with” you dgain: Trulyl Never!”’
He shook his héad emphatically.i: I know you are a’quict
,f_t‘lIQw“- "Youwork -hird,  and do not force me to 'do the
same, I uscd to wonder why, but, of course,- it’s because

you are {oohsh as a shcepl”
i 1.

That was his way of consoling'nic! That was his idea
of :iéﬁilig for fur'giv&:n"c‘ss;l' After stch consolauon, antl such
excuses, what was there left for:me to do-but forgive, not
only, for the past, but for the futurel
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Half an hour ‘later he was sound asleep, -while T 'sat.
beside him, watching him. During sleep, every ont, be he
ever:$o sttong, looks helpless and- weak, but Shakro looked a
pmful creature. I—hs thick, half- partcd lips, and his arched
cycbrows, gave to his face a cinldlsh look of tumdlty and of
wonder. His breathing was ‘quict and rcgular, though at
times he moved restlessly, and muttered rap4dly in the Geor-
gian language; ‘the wotds seemed those of entreaty. Al
~ ground us reigned that'intense calm which always makes one
somchow expectant, and which, *were it to'last long,** might
drive onc mad by its absoluté. stillness' and the absence of
sound-—the vivid shadow of motion, for sound and muotion
seem ever allied.

‘The soft_ splaysh of ithe waves did mot reach us: We
were resting-.in = uzg_llow gorge -that was overgrown with
bushes, und looked like the shaggy mouth of some petrified
monster. I still watched Shakro, and thoughe: “’:!‘his is my
fellow traveier. ‘I inight Icavc_h_im here, but I could never get
away from him, or the like of- him; *thei. ' name is legion.*’
This is my life companion. e will leave me only at death’s

door.”’

At Feodosia -we were surely disappointed.. Al the work
there was already apportioned among Turks, Greeks, Geor-

o Ll
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glans, trampd, and Russfan peasaats bu:’n‘!’dﬁzvi “and Smo-
lensk, who hnd all amvcd before us, Alieady, more. than
four hundrdd men had, like ourschea. come in hOpcs of
finding. employment; and were also, llke ourselves, destined
-to remain silenti spectators of the busy work. going on'in the
port. ' In the town, and outside Also, we ' .met groups. of
famished peasants, ‘gray and careworn, wandering miserably
abeut. ~ ¢Of* tramps there were ‘also plenty,'* roving around
ke hungry .wolves.

At firtst these tramps took us for famished, peasants,
and tried to'make what they could out of us. Théy ‘tore from
Shakro's back the overcoat which I had ‘bonght * hir, " and
rom my, shonlders. After'several
discustions, they getognized our intell¢ctual: and-:social kin-
ship’ with them; and they - réturned us all our ~belongings.
Vramps are *men: pf honor,*? though they may be great rogues.

Sceing that there was no work for us, and that the con-
struction of the harbor was going on very well without our
hgclp,: we’ moved on resentfully toward ¥Kérich?¥

- My ‘fricnd *kept hisword,®* and never again molested
me; but he was terribly mmlshcd his countenance was as
black af thunder. He ground his tecth tapether, as does a
wolf “wlhicnéver he saw ‘somicone else edting; and ke tetkified

me by the marvellous accounts of the'quantity of fosd he was

- —
- -~
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preparcd to consume. *Of late®? he had begun to talk about
women, at first only casually, with snghs of reprct, But *hy
ocgrccs“ he came to talk more and more often on the sabjeet,
with the lascivious smile of “‘an Oriental.” At ‘Tength his ‘state
became such, that he could not see any person of the ather sex,
whatever her age or appcarancc, without *letting fall** some
obscene remark about her looks or her ﬁgurc. He spoke of
women so freely, with so wide a knowlcdgc of the scx; and his
point of' view, when discussing women, was so astoundingly
direct, that his conversation: ﬁllcd me with disgust. Oncc [ ded?
to prove o him .that a woman was a being *in no ;;ym‘g” |
inferior to him. 1 saw that he was not mortificd by ny
words, but was ¥on the point of*® violently resenting them
as a personal insuli. S3 T sostponed my argumerits ¢l sueh
ime as _S!aakro should ‘be well fed once more.

In"order @ ‘shoiten our road to Kertch we left the coast,
?’and"tran:ipéd'faﬂcross‘ the ‘steppes. There was ‘nothing in my
knapsack but a threc-pound loaf of barley bread, which we
had bought of a Tartar with our last fiye- kopcék p:ccc
meg to this pamful crrcumstancc;gwhcn, at last we reached
Kcrtcg, we could hardly move our legs, so secking therefore
work was *out of the question.’”.  Shakro’s attempts -to beg
by the way, had proved unsuccessful; everywhere he had re-

ccttcd ‘the’ curt refasal: ““There are so mang of you."”
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'This \‘v'a'ﬁ only too true, for the number of;pééplé,‘ \'\'-lio,
Jurmg that blttcr year. were in want of brcad w:ts appal]mg
'Ihe famlshed peasqnts roamcd about thc country in groups,
from thrcc to thnty or more together. Somc caruca b‘ables
m thc:r arms, some had young chxldreu draggmg by the
ham] The cluldren looLcd almost transparcnt, wlth a L}uxsh
skm, under _which flowed, mstead of purc blood, some sort of
th:ck unwholesome ﬂu:d The w::y thcn' small sharp . boncs
pro;ccted from undcr the wastcd ﬂcsh spoke more eloquently
than could anly’ words. “The sight of them made one’s heart
ac}-‘., whilé a constant ° ;ntolcrab!c pain seeined to gnaw omig’s
very soul.

“UHese hungry, naked,; worn-out:-children~did not even

€ry. “"But'théy lodked about them with sharp eyes that flashéd
‘Breadily whehever they saw a garden, or a field, from which
the corn had not yet. bccn carrlcd Then - thcy \sould glnncc
s;d_ly,‘q& thcu' elders, as 1f askmg, “Why was I brought
ii_;tt.); t.his v.'orldP”
- Sometimes thcy had a cart drlvcn by *a dricd-up- skele-
ton of an old woman,? a‘"nd fu}i of chlldrcn Whosc Imle
heads pccpcd out, gazmg with mouriiful eyes in cXprcsswc
s:lcncc at the new land into which: thcy ‘had been” broupht.
The" ré\lgh bony hotsé draggcd 1tscIE along, sha ng its head
and its tumbled mane wearily” from 'side to side,
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Following the cart, or clustering round ‘it, came  the
grown up people, with heads sunk Jow on their brcasts. and
arms hanging helplessly at theu‘ sides. Their dlm, vacant
eyes had ‘not even the feverish glitter of hunger, but were
full of an indescribable, impfessivc motirnfulness. Cast out
of their homes by misfortune, these processions of peasants
moved silently, slowly, ctcalthily through the sttange land,
gs if afraid that their presence might disturb thc peace of the
more fortunate inhabitants. Many and many a time we came
across these processions, and every time they reminded me of

'funcral thhout the corpse.

San*et_i"rc hcn they ovcrtook us, or when we passed
. idly and qmctl} ask us: “Is it much
farthier to the viliagc?” And when we answcrcd they would
sigh, and gaze dumbly at us. My travcllmg compamon hited
these lrrcpresmblc fivals for charuy

In spite of all the difficultiés of the journey, and the
scantiness of -our food, Shakro, with ‘his rich vitality, could
not acquire thc lean, hungry look, of which the, starving

*in its fullcst perfccuon.“ thncvcr

peasants . could boast
he *caught s:ght, in the dlstancc, f‘” these lattez he would
exclaim: “Pouh' pouh! pouls, Here they are againl . What
are they roaming about for? They seem to be always *on

the movel**! Is Russia too small for them? I can’t under-
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stand what they want! Russians are a stupid sort of peoplel”

When T had explained to him the reason of the ““stupid”’
Ritssmns coming to the Crimea, he shook his head incredu-
lously, -and remarked: “I don’t understand! It’s nonscnse!
We neyer have such ‘stupid’ things happening ‘in Georgia!’’

We arrived in Kertch, as I have said, exhausted and
hungry., It was Jate. We had to spend the n.ight under a
bridge, which joined the harbor to the mainland. We thought
it better to conzéal ourselves, a we had been told that just
bcfoxe our arrival all the tramps had been driven out of the
town.. This made us feel anxious, lést we might fall into
the hands of the police; besides, Shakro- had only.a faisc
passport, and if that faet became known, 1t might Jead to
sdrmus comphcat:om in our - future.

ATl night long the spray from the sca splashed over
us. - At dawn sve left our hldlllg pIace; wet to the skin and
bittérly cold. 'A!I'dqy-wc wandcred about'the shore.. " All' we
sycceeded in earning was a:silver. piece of thc mlue of ten
Lopccks, which was g:vcn me l)y the wife of a pl’lCSt *in
rctum for‘“ hclpmg her to carry llome a bag of melons
from the bagaar. -

A narrow belt of water divided us from *Taman,'??

where we meant to go, but not onc boatman ‘would conscnt

to carry us over in his boat, in spite of ‘my pleadings.
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Evérybric heré:iwas *up’in’ arms'*% agdin'st” the ' tramps,’ whb,

shortly. beforé: our ‘arrivai, had perforined a series of ‘heroie

cxplons, aqd we were. loo,kcd upen, wuh good .feasom, as
[SRPEMR I P
bclongmn to thelr set.

l

Evening ‘camié ‘on. " I felt "angry " with thi¢ “whole” world,
for'.my. lack of succhss; and f.planned a.somewhat” risky
s-heme, -which I-¥*put into exccution'*’ .as.soon as. night

campc on.
. ‘ .

'I‘oWard cvcnmg, Shakro and 1 stolé" qumtly up toward

the boats of the ¢ustom: houie guardshlp. 'I{hcre were’ three

.{?”l.‘a[:[% .

screwed 1nto the stone wall of the guay, It was p;trh dark

i+l
N :M,‘\

o

‘%’%”‘f?’%"{-:‘.‘%?":_’9?":'-')'F‘“gs’?i.';""’?‘.%-‘:hz rings wyere. firmly

)

_,.\.;

A sirong.. wind dashed the beats one agamst th= other. '_ The

LA S : ke -

lll"' -t A.'ilt" B -

1ron” chams clani{cd‘fxf)i'sxl}-. In the darkncss aud thc noxse,
Pt‘fvas cas} ;ei“ e to ﬁn‘sdrc‘v ‘the rmg’ from “the stonc walll

i }iis;f;'~ab<')’vé?‘dﬁi'ihé§d§i‘thé'-"scritiﬂé:l * walked :to and 7ifro;
whi éﬂz‘n'gf thédught his tbethia tufic. Whendéver hé aj proachéd
I stopped my work, rhough, *as a: matter o; fact,»"’ th:s- was

an ynnecessary. prccanuon, he could. not, even havc suspcclcd

<

that . person would' sit up to hxs neck m the watcr, at a spot
Wucfc 'thé* bicRwash'' of a “wave m%ﬁhﬁ ‘at afy mofiér;t!l"“can:;y
him off his feet.!*7 ‘Besides, the chains never ceased clanking,
as the wind swung them bagkivard and forward, Shakro was
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alteady- lying " full length along the bottom of the' boat, mut’
tering.:something, which the noise of the waves: prevented me
from hearing. At last the . ring was in my, hand. At the
same moment a wave caught our boat, and dashed ‘it suddcnly’
some ten yards away from the side of the quay. I had to
swim for a few seconds by the side of the bcat,'.‘holding
the chain in my hand. At last I managcd to scramble in.
We tore up two boards from the bottom, and using thése as
oars, 1 paddled away as$’ fast.as I could:

Cloiids sailed rapidly over our heads; around, and undet-
neath the boat, waves splashed funously Shakro sat aEt.
*Every now and then‘" I ¥lost slght of‘” him as the whole
stern of the ‘boat’ slipped into some deen wg_ibrv gulf; thé
next moment he would rise high - above my head;  shouting
dcspcratezy, and almost fal]mg forward into my arms. T told
him not to shout, but to fasten his feﬂt to the seat of the
boat, as I had alrcady faitencd mine. I feared his shoits
thight give the alarm. He obeyad, ‘and ‘grew so-silent. that
I only knew he was in the boat by the whxtc spot opposxtc to
me, which I knew must bc his facc.- ‘The whole time hc
held the rudder in his hand; we could not change plaCcs, we
dared not move. |

“From ‘time to time I called out instructions ¥4s to'!?
the handling ‘of the 'bd'at-, “and he understood mc so -quickly,
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and did everything so cleverly, that one might have thought
ho had beeh -born a sailor. Fhe boards T was using *in
place ofitt: oars were of little usé; they only bliste're"'d my,
l;z;nds'. . Thc furious: gustc of w.md served to carry the bo

forward T cared’ llttle for the’ “direction, ‘my on]y t.hought
" was tb-get the boat across to ‘the . othér. side.. It 'was not
difficult to steer, for the lights in Kertch were still visible, and
served.as a'beacon. The waves splashcd over our boat with
angry hlSSlngS; *The farther across we got, the more!!!
furldus . and the wilder -bedame-the :waves. - Already we:could

h;zar:n':sor‘t;'of‘ roar. that *held mind:-and -soui as ‘with-a spell:

}'ff:s and faster our boat flew on befor }'ic‘:. 'v_ir;_d, il 1t
Lecnme a‘moq nnnossﬁJIc to steer a -:'Qurm ;Ei.r'c.‘fy NOW aind
- !‘~ . } . '

ihié it iwe would ‘sink Into a gulf :and the next . noment. we

\vouLd risg.’ }ugh on the' summ;t- of ‘some - enormoys, watery
l_\lrl_l.‘ ‘_Thc. darkness was mcrcasmg, the clouds were sinking
Idwer dnd lower: “Thé nghts of the town ha d disappearcd.
'Qur state was growing despérate. It ‘secm"cd.-as‘:if *:he
cxpanse of _angry rollcrs“’ was boundlcss and lumtlcs
We could sce nothmg but thesc unmcnsc waves, that came
rollmg, one after another, out of’ ¢the gloom, stralght ‘on to
our boat. Wnth an angry crash a board was torn from my.
hand, forcmg me to throw the other into the bcnt, and to
hold on tight with ‘both hands to ‘thé gunwale, Every time

58~
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the boat was thrown upward, Shakro shricked wildly. " As
for me, 1 felt wretched and hclplcss, in thc darkncss, sur-
roundcd wnh angry waves, whosc noise deafencd mc.‘_ _I
starcd about me "in dull and chllly terror, and saw  the
awful 'monotony around us.  Waves, nothlng but” waves,
with ~whitish c‘rcsts, that "broke¢ in “showers of salt’ spray;
above us, the thick raggcd cdgcd clouds wcrc hkc waves t0o.

I bccamc conscious only of one thmg I felt that all
that was ‘going on around ine might be xmmcasurably moré
majestic. and. more terrible, but that it' did not deign to be,
and was restraining its strength; and that I resented. - Death
is mcv:tablc. But that impartial Iaw, ,*rcducmg al o the

b

sam ‘con nonplac Ie\cl 1 Seem to nccd snmethmg beauti-
ui;"t'b c’;r'p ensate for its ‘coarsendss and crueltyi® If- 1
were asked to choose between a death by burning, ‘or being
suffocated :ib a dirty bog, I should choose the former; it is
fany way,''® a morc_ s_..mly death,

“Let us rlg up a f.all cxcla..ncd Shakro,

“Where am I fo find one?”"

“Us¢ my overcoat.”

“Chuck jt over'to me then; but mind you don’t drop
the rudder into the waterl”

Shakro. quietly threw. it to me. ; .“‘Herel Catch held!”

Crawling. along the' bottom of: thc boat, 1 succcedcd in

m Ty
R A A
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-ul‘ling uﬁ another board, one cnd of which 1 fixed into
onc of the sleeves of thc coat. I thcn ined the board a&amst_
the scat, and hcld 1t there thh my fcct. I was just gomg
o *take hold of““ ‘the other slcexc, wlia,n an. unexpcclcd
thmg happcned ’I'hc boat was tossed suddenly ub\\'é.r‘c-!
and then overturned. 1 felt myself in ‘the water, holdmg
the overcoat. in onc hand, and a topc, that was’ fastencd
to thc boat, in the other hand. The wavcs swn’lcd nonslly
over iy head and 1T swallowcd a mouthful of blttcr salt
water.‘ \’Iy nosc, my mouth ard m) cars, wcrc full of lt.

\Vuh all” my m:ght I clutchéd ch rbpc, as the Wavés
.threw "mi: Ba-ékward‘ and forward chcra{ tnmcs 1 sank
cach time, as 1 I'Oac aga:n, bumm--b m) hcad against fhr-
sides of tlfx,'wat.

At last T'uickeéded in throwing the coat over the bottom of
the rboat, and. tried to clamber on- it ﬁ}'ys'c'lf.' After a dozen
efforts T scrambled up and I sat astride: it. ‘Then T’ caught
sight of .Shakro in the watet on'the opposite side of the boat,
holding with both hands to the same rope of which 1'had
just let goi .. The boat was. appatently encircled -by. a rope,
threaded through iron fings, *drivén into'!? the ‘outei planks,

“Alive!”’ -1 shoutcd

At that - moment “Shakn - was "flung high mto the air,

and he, oo, got on to the boat. I clutched hlm, and there

....5&,‘1
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e remained sitting face to face, astride on the capsized
boatl Isaton it as though it were a horse, making iise
of the. TOpC 85 if it had bccn surrups, but our posmon there
was, anxthmg but safc—a wave might easily h:nc knocked us
ot ‘of “our saddlc.‘ Shakro held tightly by my ‘knees, and
&ropped. his hidad’ =on 'my breast:: - He shivered, and I could
hear his teeth. «:hattcrlr}‘b .. Somcthmg had, o be donc.‘_ Thc
bottom of the upturned boat ‘was shppcry, as though it had
bt:cn‘ greascx:l w.xih butte: ' T told-Shakro to get into ‘the water
ggain,: and?hold by the fopes on, one side of the boat; whilg
I would do the same on the other side.

¥Ry way o“” reply, Shakro hcgaz* to bhutt his head
vlolenﬂy agamSt my ‘cHest.  The waves $wept; in their wild
dance, ‘every now’ and ‘then over us: We could hardly ;\hold
our seats; tuc rope was cuttmb my leg dcsperate y‘ As far
as one could scc thcre was n nthrnq but immense wa rising
motintains high; iny to disappear. agam,no:snly."- -

1 fepeated my advice to Shakro in a tone of command.
He* fell to''® Lutting me more violently than “ever. There
was no time to be lost. Slowly and’ with difliculty I tore
his hands from me, and bcgan to push him mto the watcr,
ttrying,' to‘ maLc lus hands' take hold of the rope.  Then

something happened that dismayed me more than anything
in that terrible night. -
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HAre 5ou drowmng ‘me?” He mut(efcd’ gazing at*’n’fé
“This was" rcally Borrible!: “The - qiéstion htsclf ivas a
___d};:édfﬁl'ﬁxié,i- but. the: tond:in’ which. it was i itter¢d “*raofe
50,558 " Ia jt'there was: a tiinid submission’ to fate, and- an
entreaty for mercy,. :and, the last sigh of one who had lost
all hope of cscapmg from a frlghtful (fcath “But " ndre
ternblc still were the cyes that stared ‘at"me-out ‘of the Wét;
livid, “death:like face.

“Hold, on ughtcrl” I shouted .to him, at ‘the same
time getting into the water. myself and taklng hold of the
rope. ~Asl did so,- I struck my. foot agamst somcthmg,
aid for a Jmoment I *could not thmk fcr lhe pam g Thcn

¥
I und»rstcod Sdeanly burn img mougnt tlaﬁned’tnrouqn

my nind. T felt dehrlous and strongu than cver.i

' “Land!""'l shoiited.”:

Great explorers may havc shouted- the word wm: more
feelmg on. dlscovcrmg new Iands, butI doubt it any can
have =houtcd more loudly Shakro howled ‘with dclllght, and
ive ‘Both rushed on in the water.  But soon-we both Host
l\mn,‘” for we. wcre p fo our ‘chests in" the :ivdves, ;and
still ‘there seemed .o, slgn of dry land. : The ; waves, wgre
neither so strong nor so high, but thcy rolled slowly over
our heads. Fortunately T had not Ict go of the bmt, but
Jtilt held on by the ropé; which had_ a!rcady-helpcd ;us‘.whcn
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struggiing in the water, ~Shakro and I moved ‘carefully
fof\vard, towing the boat, whfc’h; ﬂve had'how llighltcd,_; behind
us,

Shakro was inuttéring arid faughing. I glanced ‘anxionsly
around., It -was still dark. Bcl:xind us; andA:to our: fright,
the roaring of the wayes secmed to'be increasing;. whereas
to our left and in front of rus it was cvidcntly.'growing
lesss We moved toward the left. The bottom was . hard
and sandy, but full of holes, sometimes we could not touch
thc bottom, and we had to hkc hold of the boat thh onc
hand, while with the other hand, and our Iegs,' we’ pto-
pelled it forward., At times apsin the seater was fio hig
than our knces. When we came té thé:écé{)‘ 'plac‘::c:s“'Shakro
.howled, and I tremibied with fear. . Slidde‘_n!y:sx_'-e—-‘s:a'f\if--allead
of us a light—we were safel’’

Shakro. shouted . with all his might, but I-could not
forgct that the boat was not ours, and promptly rclriima::(li
him of the 'fact.” Hc was sﬂcnt, but a few mmutcs Iafcr
I heard -him sobbing., T could not quict him—it was hopc-
less. But the water was gradually growing shallower;' it
reached our Knees; then our ankles; and, at last we- fclt
dry land] We had draggcd the boat so far, but *our strcngth
failed us,'*® and h'e left it. ‘A black log of wood lay across

our path; we jumped over it, and stcpped thh our bare
48
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fect on to some prickly grass. It scemed unkind of the
Iand to give us such a cruel welcome, but we did not heed
it, and ran toward the fire. It was about a mile away;.
but it shone cheerily” through the hovering gloom of the

night, and seemed to smilc a welcome to us.

Three enormous -shaggy dogs leaped up out of the
darkness and ran toward us. Shakro, who had been sobbing
all the  way, now shricked, and threw himself on the
ground. - 1. ﬂung the wet overcoat at the dogs, and stooped
down to find a stxck or a stone. I could fecl nothing but
Yy gtass, which hurt my hands. ‘The dogs con-
tinued their attack. I put my fingers into my mouth, and

whistled as ioud as I <o uld They rushed back, and at
the same time we heard - the sound of approaching steps
and voices,

A few mmutes later, and we were comfortably scated
around a fire in the company of four shcphcrds, dressed in
*ouloups’* ! or long sheepskin overcoats.

‘They scrutinized us keenly and rather cuspiciously,
and remained silent all the time I was telling them our
Story.

Two of the shepherds “were seated on the ground,
smoking, and puffing from their mouths clouds of smoke,
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The third was a tall man with a thick black beard, wearing
a high fur cap, He stood bchind us, leaning on a hugé
knotted stick. The foyrth man was younger, "and fais
haired; he was helping the sobbing Shakro to get off his wet
clothes. An enormous stick, the size of which alonc inspired
fear, lay beside each of the seated shepherds.

Ten yards. awa;; from us all the steppe scemed covb.red
w;rb somcthmg gray and undulating, whlch had the appga.
rance of shoiw in spring time, just whcn it is begmmng to
thaw.- - It was only .after. a close mspcctmn. that .on¢ could
discern -that this : gray - .waving mass was *composed, of!?
many thousands of sheep, huddied closelv together, aslccp.
foxmma in the dark night one compact mase ‘ :Somctlmes
they bleated piteously and timidly. -

1 dried the overcoat by the fire, and told :the shepherd
all our story truf‘nfully; cven describing the way in which we
*became possessed of!?* the Loat.

“Where is.that boat now?”’ inquired the severe-looking
clder man, who kept hls ‘eyes- ﬁ:-:cd on me,

I told him.

‘-‘Go, Michael, and look for it.”’

Michael, the shepherd with the black beard, went off
with his stick over his shoulder, toward the sea-shore.

The overcoat ‘was dry Shé_i:rb was aﬁout :tb piut it
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on his naked body, when the old man said: “Go a{ld-"’b;‘l'Vc
a run first to- warm yoursclf Run _quickix ‘around the
fire. - Come!”’ | -

At first, Shakro did not understand. Then suddenly

he rose_ from_his pjgc;e, and bcg‘;i'n dancmg some wxld dancc

of his own, first flying like a ball across thc ﬁn,, then

.
al' -

whirling round and round in one place, thcn stauleg his

)
feet on the ground, while he swung hxs ‘arms, and shoutcd
¥at the top of his voice.!?’ It was a ludzcrous spcctsclc.
Two of the shepherds wcrc rolling on the ground *convulsqd

with laughtcr,‘“ while thc older man, with a senous, "i'm‘-

" .
1
"

n}{_)‘.'abic _f_ac¢, try:rf to c!:p his hazds ;*in inne

nodded h:s hcad and excla:mcd ina dccp bass vmcé.

CCpyHS That's right! Hal HE

The Iight fell full on Shakro, showing‘“th"é"\)ai‘ic’t‘y"ﬁf
his movements, as at one moment he would’ r011 hlmsblf up
Iike a snake, and the next would dance’ round- -on ‘one leg;
then wo'ul‘d plunge ‘into a stccession. of rapid 'stéps; ﬂfd,lfﬁcult
to follow with the cye. His naked body. shone. in-the firc
light, while the large beads of sweat, as they rolled “off it,
looked, “in the red light of the flre, llkc drops of blood.

By now, all three of ‘the - shephcrds twere clappmg their

oyl
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hands; while I, shivering with cold, dried myself by the fire,
and thought that our adventures would gratify the taste of
admirers of *Cooper'?®® or of *Jules Vcrncs““ there was
6hipwreck, then came hospitable® aberigines, and a savagk
dance round the fire, And while I reflected thus, T- felt
very uneasy as to, the chief point in every-adventure—the cnd
of it. | o | N

When Shakro had finished dancmg, he also sat down
by the fire, wrapped up in the overcoat. He was alrcady
eating, while he stared at me with his Dblack eyes, whlch
had a gleam in them of something I did not like, . His
dothes, stretched on sticks, *driven*?? into the ground, were
-drvmg before the fire. The shepherds had given me, also,
some breaa and bacon. | -

Michael returned, and sat ‘down without a word beside
the old. man, who remarked in an inquiring voice: “Well?”

“I have fouind the boat,’’ was the bricf regly,

“It won’t be washed away?'’

*No.”

The shepherds were silent, once more scruumzmg us.

“Well,”” said Michael, at last, addrcssmgj no one in
particular.  “‘Shall we take them to the ataman, or straight

to the custom house officers?’’

“So that’s to be the end!” I thought to myself,

Tz



WaRwny ko LRRERE TR BRI VAT s A
GRRIOTIRE « K A R A SR AT

XﬁﬁT%R@i‘&mmﬁké’ﬁ/\ﬁu‘«ﬁa@ﬁi@%B’Jﬁs’f"& ﬁ
%ﬂhfﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁc%*ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁiﬁ'ﬁﬁfﬂ:ua—w%%&
5K,

W% BB T MR, BOERKR, OEEKFRT T,
Jio £ AR RS TRV MO R R S IR T 0
BT BN — PR & o MU R IR T 3 AR
2 T b SRTEK R T 53 o A BABAS TR — g 11
[ 1T |

G EA T, R T AAE T 5, FR T
H‘;wﬁﬁ?ﬂﬁ.ﬁ1§‘”’g‘§f“

RIEWEBI T ROGIREF GRS,

"%5?‘?%"8?“ i

“CTE,

BN AR T, RARSITR RN,

R T R WA RSP~ 8 X R

IR LR ER, zﬁ%ﬁ%éﬁ%ﬁtﬁﬂ hb‘)ﬁ:'ﬁ’
%?n
“BASRESEARA N B sk e

v,

e -
AYR S . . LA

130, 35B/BER ( 1789—1861) o' - 1L MBIt
AR (1828..1805 ) . 182,47 0

e X o



Nobody replied to Michael's question, Shakro went on
quietly with his cating, and said not hing.

“\Ve could takc thcm to the ataman-—or wé cou[d take
them to the custom house. One plan’s as good as *the -
other, ~remarked thc old man; after a short silence.

t

“Thcy have stolen thi custom “house boat; so-dwy .ought
to bc t'lught a’ Iesson for -the futurc b

“Walt 1 blt, old m'm‘,‘" I bcgfm,

“Certamly, thcy ought not to-have. -stolent ‘the Boat. :1f
thcy are not pumshcd now, thcy will probably do somt:thmg
Worse ne‘tt ‘time. rI‘ht: old man - mtcrrupted me, without
*paying any heed to'*® my protestations.

The old man’sdeke with revplting indifference, - *When
he had finished speaking, his comrades nodded- their-heads
*in token of'3% assent.

“Yes, if a ‘man. steals; hc has to bear the consequences,
when he’s caught-——-—u +- Michae ” wh at - about - the.bO’lt? Is
it there?”

" “Oh, i’s there all right!’”

“Are you sure thc ‘waves won’t wash it away? ?

“Quite sure.”’

““Well, that’s all right. Then let it stay - there. To-
morrow the boatmen will ‘be going ovér 10:Kettch, and they
can take it with them. 'i‘hey will not mind taking an cmpty

e FBe
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‘Bost along with them, will they?  Well—so you mean to say
you were not frightened, you vagabonds? Weren't you
En.dicc"d‘? ‘Lal Tal l1al Half a mile farther out, and yo'u'woul“d
have been by this time at’ the bottom of the seal What
would you have done.if the waves had cast you back into
the sea? Ay, sure enough, you would have sunk to- the
bottom like a couple of axes. And that would have been
the cnd of you both!”
"A's the old man finished speaking, he jooked at me with
ap ironical smile on his lips,
“Well, why don’t you speak, lad?’’ he inquired.
I was vexed by his reflections, whith 1 misinterpre ted
as snéeriﬁg at us. So I unly answered 1 rat hcr sna_rpix:
“I was listening to you,” ' | |
- %Well—and what" do }ou say?’’ inquired the ‘old man
“Nothing.”’
“Why arc you rude to.me? Is it {hc nght thing. to be
rude to a man older than yoursclf:
I was silent, acknowlcdgmg in m} heart that it really
was not the right thing.
“Won't you 'have something midre to éat?” continued
the old shépher‘d. '
#*No, I can’t eat any more."”
“Well, don’t have any, if you don’t want it. - Perhaps
—8o—.
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you'll take a bit of bread with you to eat on the road?”
" I trembled with joy, but would not betray my - feelings:

~ <“Oh, ycs. I should like to take ‘same with ro¢ fot
thc road, . I answered, quletly

““1 say, lads! give ‘these fellows some bread and a plecc
of ‘bacon each. If you can find somethmg dsc, give« it to
them too,”

“Are we to let them go, then?” asked Michael-;'

Thc other two shepherds looked up at the old. man.

“What can they do here?”’

“Did we not intend to take them cither to the ataman
or to the custom house?” asked Michacl,: in a. disappeinted
tone,

Shakro - stirged Lneaszly in hus seat near the fire, and
poized out his head mqumngly from bencath the overcoat.
tlc was qulte sCicn

“,What ‘muld thcy do ai the ataman’s? ' T should think
there is nothing to do there just nose. Perﬁﬁ'i);'. --lét'cr"on
they might like to go there?’’ |

“But how abo_ult the boat?”’ _insisted Michacl

“What about the boat?’’ lnqusrcd Lhc old man _again.
“Did you not say the boat was all rxght where it was?”’

“Yes, it’s all right there,’”” ‘Michael- repllbd.

SiWell, let it stay there. In the morning John can’ row
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ft_round into the hatlor. From theré, “somcone wHlPet it
nv‘éftd‘l{értch That’s all we cari’do-with ehe: bbati?

I watched attentively the old man’s countenance, it
failed to-discoyer any "emotion on l;is‘ -pHchrﬂliC!.—-£uan§ned,
Wcathcr-bcatcn faqe, over ..the [catures of whlch the flicker
from the flames playcd merrily.

“If only we _dm} t *cet into trouble.,”’!** Michacl b‘e-g&.ﬁ
to ®*give wdy'."s"’-‘ |

“There will be no'trouble it-you- don’t *let; your tonguc
wag.'*" If the ataman should: hear: of. lt,-wc mlght, get
m;o 3 scrape,‘_”, and they also. We havc our work to do,
and thcy have to be getting on. s it far you hwe1 tg got”’
asked the old man again, uluug,u H .;.4&" id him once béfore
1-*was -bound for'3% Tiflis..

fThat’s * a “long way yet. . The ataman,-might-.. dctain
lhcm, thcn, s«hen -would they get to. Tiflist, . So det, thcm
be gemng on thelr way. Eh?”

“Yes, Ict thcm go, all the shcphc ﬂs agrcc\:\ as thie
old man, when" hc hadnfmlshcd spcakmg, éloked his lips
‘tightly,’ and cast an infuiring.” glancé atound hiid; "as he
fingered his gray beard, '

“Well, my good {ellows,- bc off and Cod blcss . youl”
hc exclaimed with a ge:turc of d:smlsstal i “Wc WJII ¥see

that““= the boat' gocs back, s0° doni ‘trouble’ about thatl”

s Y
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“Many, many thanks, grhndfather!” 1 said, taking off:
my cap. o R
i What. are you thanking me for?" -
“Thank.you; . thank. you!” I répeated fervently.
“What arc you ¢hanking me for? ~ That's queerl - I say,
God Uless. you,gnﬂ he thanks me!  Were you. afraid I'd
*send you' to-the devil,! Hah P 7 %
"¢1%0 "done wrong and I was afraid,”” T answered, ,J}g /\J
“Oh!”’ and? the old’man lifted hisicycbrdii}s.'/“-WHy
should 1 drive a man farther ‘along the wrang path? I'd do
better by helping one along the way I'm going myself. May-
be, we shall meet again, and then we'll mect: as friends.
.\Vc ought to help one another where we can.  Good-bye!”
He took off his Iargé shaggy sheepskin cap, and bowed
low to us. His comrades bowed too. ‘ |
We inquired ou:i- uav _Jto-‘x‘-ina'pn, and staf_tcd oﬁ, Shakro

was laughing at somecthing or other.

"‘_Why are yvou _Il'at-l;g;h'ing?” I flskcd_. |
The old shepherd and his ethics of hite had chagmed
and delighted me. I felt refreshed by the purc_ai:rtof ea;'ly_
morning, b{oxvi_xl-g, stt:a_ight into my ‘face. _I.réjoiccd, as I
watched the -sky "gradually clearing, and felt that daylight
was not far off. *Before long'¢? the morning sun would
e 86
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rise in a cleat sky, and wc could *look forward to''* a
brilliantly fine day.

-Shakro_winked. slyly :at /me, and *burst out''! into a
fresh fit of laughter.. The hearty, buoyant ring in -hjsl laugh
made me smile also.  The-few hours’rest-we had takcn by
the 'side of the shepherd’s -fire, and their cxccllcnt bread
and bacon, had helped us to forget our exhaustlng voyage.
Our. bones still ached a little; but that would ¥pass, oJiT"’
with walking,

“Well, what; ate you Jaughing at? Are you . glad that

wr a v N

L] bt
8]
ot
&
L}
el
L]

a grimace, burst out laughing aga.n and at !a.,a said in
his broken Russian: “You dont sec. what it is that makes
me laugh? Well, Ill tell )ou m a mmutc. Do you know
what 1 should havc done it we hid béen taken before the
‘ataman? You'don't Know? - T'd have told*him - that. ‘you:liad
tried to' drown me, and ‘I should haveé ‘begun to . cry. Then
they would haye béen sorry- for. me; and “wouldn’t havc:put
me in prison! Do you see?” |

At first T tried to make myself Dbeljeve that it was a
joke; br;lt, alas! he succeeded in convincing me he meant it
seriously.  So clearly and complctcly did ke convince me of

it, that, instecad of becing furious with him £or such naive

" L§§=
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*kcynicism,“".‘ I was filled with deep pity for him, and ‘inci-
dentally for myself as well. What else hut .pity cap one
feel for a man who tells one in all smccrlty, *with the. brlghtcst
of smiles,"'? of his intention to murder onc? What is to
be done with him if he looks up'on ‘such an’ action 45'a clcvcr‘
and dclightful joke?

I began to argue warmly with him, trying to show him
all the immorality of his scheme. He retorted very candidly
that I did not sce where his interests qu, and had’ forgo:icn
he had a-false passport and might get into trouble *n con-
sequence.'**  Suddenly a crugl thought flashed ‘through' my
mind. A

“Stay,’_’_ said I, “do you really believe that 1 wanted
to drown y‘ou'r;‘-” '

“Nof.  When 'you wete pushing me inic the water I
did think so; but when you %got in_ _as well,'*® then I
d:dn t!”

A “Thank Godl” I exclaimed. - “*Well, thanks - for that,
anyway!”’

“‘Oh! no, you nccdn t say thahk you. . I am the one to say
thank you. Were we not both cold whcn we were ié;ttuvlg
round the fire? The overcoat. was yours, but you didn’t
take it yoursclf. You: dried. it, and :gave it to me.:: And
took nothing for yourself. Thank you for that! -You arc a

50—
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good fellow; 1 can  see that. When we get to Tiflis, T wil}
rcward you., 1 shall take you to my father. - I shall:-say -to
him: ‘Here is a man whom you must fecd,and care for, \vllilc
I dcservc only to be l.cpt in the stable with the mules You
slnll hve with us, and be our gardener, ‘and we' w:ll gnc
you wine in plenty, and anything you like to eat. 5*‘Af1!xyou
will *have alcapital timel'** . You' will shice my win¢ and
food!”

Hc contmued for some time, . des¢ribing *in dctall'“
tin, attraciions of tlic new l:fc he was going to arrangczfor
me in his home in Tiflis. ‘

“iAnd as he ta_lkcd; I mused on thc.'rs'féat'u'nhapbihess of
men cqwi ed with new mor: my and.new, 331’)1!‘3110[!5“"1 cy
treld the p*lths of life loncly and astray, and mc fcqu-"_a-
?fe]cts thcy ‘mect on the wa)' are alicns to thcm, v.‘mao!‘; to
understand them. Life is a hcavy burden for thcse Ion _i::
souls. Hclplessly they ¥drift hither and thnthcr.‘” Tl{cy
atc' like ‘the good: sced, wafted in the airy ‘and- drobpmg but
rarely onto fruitful soil.

_ Dayhght had broken.. The sca far away shonc with  rosy
gold

“I am sleepy,” said Shakro..

We halted. He lay down in a trcnch, wh:ch ‘the fierce
gusts of wind had dug out in the dry sand néar the shorc.
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Hc'fwrapped himself, *head and all,’*? in the overcoat, and
was soon sound asleep. I sat beside him, gazing dreamily
over the sea.

It was living its vast life, full of mighty movement.

The flocks of waves broke noisily on the shore and npplcd-
over the sand, that faintly hissed as it soaked up the water.
The foremost waves, crested with white foam, flung them-
selves with a loud bo:m on the shore, and retreated, .d'rivcn
back to meet the waves that were pushing forward to support
them. Intct’mmglmg in the foam and spray, they rélled once
more tow1rd the qﬁbre, and beat upon it, strugglmg to cnllargc
the bolinds of thcxr-:‘ca]m. I‘rom the hb.lzon to the shore,
acros; the whole Mpanse of watcrs, these supplc, mlghty'
waves résc -" p, movxng, cvd; nmvmg, ‘in a compac: miass,
- bound together by the onenessof thieir aim. The sun shone
more and phoré b‘inghd on the crests of the BrcaLcrs, which,
in the distance on the horlzon, loo!zcd blood red. Not a
drop werit astray in the titahi¢ Heavings of .the wate‘ry mass,
impelled, it scemed, by some congcious aim, which it would
soon attain by its vast rhythmic blows. Enchanting was
the bold beauty of the foremost waves, as they dashed stub-
bornly upon the silent shore, and fine 'i;_.was to see the
whole sea, calm and united, the fnighty sea, “prcssing on and
ever on. ‘The sea glittered now with all the cblors of the

oL Sl
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rainbow, and seemed fo *take 'a proud, conhscious delight'’*
Ip its own. power 2nd beauty.

A large steamer glldcd quietly round a. point .of land,
clcavmg the waters. Swaymg ma]cstlcally over thc troublcd
sea, it dashed’ aside the thrcatemng crests of the waves. At
any other time .this splendld,‘__;tfong,.""f}lgshm'gj steamér would
have. *set me thinking‘ss of the creative gepiys of man,
who could ‘thus enslave thc *élén{éntg.‘l“ " But now, beside

LA

me lay %an untamed clement in the shapc of a man.!57

We were trampmg now through the dlstrlct of ¥Terek,!5?
Sliqkro was 1ndescnbably raggcd and dlsht:\cllcd He was’
surly’- as the devil, .though he had . plénty of fcod now, for
it was easy to, ;xnd work»in thcsc parts. Hc “himself .was
tot ¥good . at‘” any kmd of \mrk | Oncc he .got a sm all ]ob
on a thrashing m.u,hme, his’ duty was to push’ aside the- straw,
as it left the machine; ‘but after working half a day he *lcft
off,*® as the. palms of his hands were | bl:stercd and sore.
Anotlier t:me he snrted off wntl’- me and some other “orkmcn

to *root up‘“ trees, but - he' grazcd his ek with'a mattéck:

" We got on with our’ journey’ very slowly; we -iyorked

two. days, and walkcd on thc -third day Shakro ate all he

could *gct hold cf‘“ and hls gluttony prevcntcd me from

saving cnough money to buy him new clothes: HiS‘raggcd

r=96—~
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clothes were patched in the most fantastic way with pi. ce;
of vanous colors and s;zcs. 1 tried to pcrsuadc him to *keep
away from'®? the beer houses in the villages, and to glve
up drinking his favorite wines; but he paid no heed to iny
words.

With gicat difficulty 1 had, unknown to him, saved up
five roubles, to buy him some new clothes. Orie day, wheh
we were stopping in some village, he stole the moncyf’ from
my knapsack, and came in the evening, in a tipsy state,
to the gdrden whete I was working. He brought with him

ﬁ {-!} nntih'\'h i:iaﬂ:—"\ wH
K e & I%

LTEY - TTEESIS F FTF22-ii L5

a

words: **Good-day, you damned hereticl’
~ Astoniglied  at thic epithet, T asked her why she;cailed

me a heretic.  She answered:boldly: “Because you forbid
a_ young man to- Iov omen;  youw devil. How can you
forbid what is allowed by law? Damn. you; you- ucvlll’

Shakm s!ood beside hcr, noddmg his hc—’td a"pmvmgly
He -was very upsy, and he - rocked barkward and forward
unsteadlly on his lcgs. H:s lower hp droopcd hclplcssly
His dim eyes stared at me with vacant obstmacy

“‘Comc, what are you lookmg at us for? Give him
his xfnéne'y!-” ‘SHouted 1hie undauntéd Wwoman.

$“What rnonaey?’_’_ I exclaimed, astonished.

“Give it back at once; or I'll take you before ¢ atdman]

S GB—



SRl R AT A8 (M R R AU BIE TR R AT
IR IR T 25 o BROUEE T o TR AR R S

SRR RS ,/f\ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁi"‘é ﬁfﬁ’)%ﬁ??@ B fib AR
HETER.
 RETEL NENRET TRERS, BHANEE

BRI — K TV EACR B (TS 08, AT
P BIRGERET . BB B MO RRMREAEL
A T B K. i — B VE R T MR R 65 ) R — LR
?E}ﬁ Fﬁ uﬁf*?@ﬁ‘ "‘ffﬁﬁ VA, YRiEIREE RB’J%%{

S MM e iy o Lnd Bt LR =i
BB PPN AL B Y flogawn! FT’

-a

FrERBLT TR

lm“
!15
lﬂ‘?ﬁ

e ARk — fmif-?”f\ﬁﬁ}\ ¥R
mmom LR A A E BERRER LU G, B ML
WA SRS S , W TR R AR
Wy — W —1h HeIk IR T BT ES . (b TS BT Hlk
A5 o RTHER e I BRI SETC AR R TR R o
BB VRS PP I L B ) BT
oy I A\ Wi,
A THREENE Y PRAETF LB

-

im‘i S
a8
=

& I8
B
E
P

s

163. 8257 3 8088 o



Return’ the hitindred - and fifty- ‘roubles, which you bortowed
from him. in’ Qdéssal”’

| What was I todo? - The ~drunken. creature’ might tqally
go and complain to the Ataman; the Atamans werg always
very -severe on:any kind oi tramp, and:he might: argest us.
‘Heaven only kncw “hat trouble, my arrest. mlght mﬂlct,
‘not only on mysclf but on’‘Shakro! Therc was nothmg for
it but totry and outwu the \voman, which was: not,' of: c.oursc,
a difficult matter.

She was pacified: after she -had, *disposed of'&! ;theee
bottles of vodka. Shc sank hca\uly to the ground, on'.'; l'q;d
of mdons, and fell aslecp.~ Then I put Shakm to sicep aiso.

Larly ﬁc‘:.q. méxnmg we *turfr::i _cn;r i‘--tkc on'’i the
vn!laﬁc, lcavmn the woman souna caslcep amiong ;he mclons.

Aftcr his bout of drink nness, Shdl‘\l’ﬂ; *lookmg far
from iwell'ss an.d with 2 swollen, blotchy facd: wall\cd slomy
along, évery. now ‘and then spitting on “one - side, and sighing
deeply. I tried to begin a. conversation' with; him, :but he
did not respond. He shook: his. unkempt head, as does a
tired horse.

It was a hot day; “the air: was- full of heavy wvapors,
rising from the damp soil, where the thick, lush grass grew
abundantly——almoét as high as our heads. - -Around us, on

all sides, stretched a motionless sca of velvety 'green -grass,

— 100—
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The hot air was steeped in strong - sappy perfumes, which
madc onc’s hcad *swxm 167 | | . |

‘ To shortcn our way, we took a narrow path, whcrc
numbcrs of small rcd snakes ghded 1bout, cmlmg up’ undcr
our fcct On’ thc hornzon to our rlght, wcrc rangcs of c]oudy
sumenits ﬂ'lshmg sxlvcry in thc sun. It was ‘the mountain
chaln of the *Dagucst'm Hxlls ‘“_

’Thc snl[ness that' rcrgacd mhdc ohc fccl drowsy, and
plungcd ohc --mto a sott “of drcamy state. ' Dark, hcavy
clouds, rolling up hehind us, swept slowly across thc heavdris,
Tli.‘:y.'-gathe&a at<ot 1backs, and the sky ther% grcw dark
while in front of us it still showcd clcar, cvcept for afety

m:ccyc cloudlatg; E‘iiﬂhi errily
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gathering i clouds" pretv . darker, and swiftarive Iﬁ;;fhc'gﬁistt'éﬁéé
could :be heagd the rattlé 'of thidder!: and  its ‘angey. rimbling
came cvery moment nearer. Large drops of rain folly pattering
on the grass; with a found’ ltke the tlang of  metdl. There
_ugas_ no place where we conid Mtake shelter,'$¥: It had groswn
dark. ; The pauer:of the rainiqn the’ grass was louder’ still,
but it had a frightened, timid sound. There was a clap of
thunder, and the clouds shuddered in. a -i)luc flash of lightning.
Agam it was dark and the sjlvery ghain of distant mountains
was lost in the gloom. The rain now wasfalling in torrents,

and one after another peals of thunder rumbled menacingly
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Bnd ancessantly over the vast steppe. ‘I'he grass, beaten
down by the wind and rain, Iav ﬂat on the oround rusthng
f:umly Evcrythmg scemed’ qmvcrmg and-troubled.  Flashes
of blinding " hghtnmg’- tore the :torm clouds asunder. : The
silvery, cold -chain of 'the “distant mountains spring up:in
the bluc flash and gleamed with blue light. - Wheny«the
llghtmng died away, thegfnoumams vanished, as, lhough ﬂung
back into’ ah abyss of darﬁ(ncss Thc air was ﬁllcd Ayith
rumblmés and wbntrons, with sounds and cchoes The
'lowcrmg, angry sky sccmcd] purlfymg 1tsclf by ﬁre,- from
the “diist and the - foulnéss” which ‘had risén toward it frbm
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éatth, and . thelearth, it scemcu, wal’ quamng in-terror
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at -its, wrath. - Shakro  ayas :shakjng -andiwhimperipg::]
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fi ".as I‘)\ ched tl;e m:ghiy, gloomy speuac!e: of the, st
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on *'the’ ;*p‘:"‘“'i‘hls uncarthly "chaos’ cnchamedhn'ué:‘ana
exalted ‘e 'to ah Herdic: ¥hood, ‘ﬁémff ‘my S\ﬁﬂh‘;ﬁith ;ts
wild, - ficr¢e! harmony,

| And I longed-tp *takg part int1? jt, -and to esiptess, in sofe
way or othcr, t)xc mptutp that, *ﬁl!cd my hg:att to ovcrﬂowmg 1
*n' the prcscncc of‘” thc mystenous forc;: w}uch gcqttcrs
gloom, dnd! gathtr‘mg clouds “Thé bluc l!ght whxch lit up
the sky scemied to gleam -in my soul too; and how was"I"to

exXpress my passion and my ccstasy it “the grandcur of ‘patuce?
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I sing aloud, at the top of my voice. Thc thunder roarcd
the llghtnmg flashed, the grass whxspcrcd whllc I sadg and
felt myself ¥in clasé kihship with! ¥ nature’s mdsie: T whas
delirious, 'and it \vas patdonable, for it harined ‘Hia' one but
myself. - I was filled with the desire. to absorb,; as- mnich 3§
possxble, thc mlghty, living beauty and forcc that -was ragmg
on the stcppc, ‘and to get closer to 1t A tcmpcst at .sca,
and ] thundcrstorm on the steppcs! I know nothmg grander
in nature.. And so 1 shoutcd *to my hc:u’t s tontent,tT¢ #in
the absoldte bélict'?s that' I troubled no one)’ not #pliced
any one in a position!?® ‘to criticize' my action. ~ Buk sud-
d;eniy,- I telt my legs scized, and I fcll:i;c'lpéllc‘ss‘-_iqt@ a.‘pool
oL W:‘ih,f
Shakro was looking into my face with serious and
wiathtal cycs.
“Abe you mad?’ : Aren’t you?  No? - Well, - thén; be
quict! *gn’¢ shout! T'il cut yoiir throat! 'ﬁolyﬁhfﬁﬁdéfsfﬁhtf?”
-1 was -amazedy and, I asked -hinx: fitst what hatm I v
domb him?
| “Why, you rc fnghtcnmg mcl Itf thun):lcrmg, God | is,
spcdl\lng, ardd yotf Bl \Vh'it are ).oiu iun‘kmg about?” '
AL rdpliéd that Thiad a2 rsght to’ smg “iwhenever' 1 cllosc.
just as he had. -
“But I doi't want tol'* ke said;
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“Well, 'don’t’sing thenl’” T assented,

“And don’t you singl” insistcd Shakro,

“Yes, 1 *mcan‘” to singl”

“Stopl What are. you thmkmg about " he wcnt on
angrxly “‘Who "are ‘you? You -have ficither home nor fa-
ther, -nor. mother; . you have ‘no relations, no land! Who?
are you? Arc you anybody, do you suppose? It's 1 am
somebody in the worldl I have cvcrythmgl"

He ‘slapped his chest vehemently.

“I’'m-a: prince, and you—you’re nobody—nothingl.. You
sa‘\;—:yo:u"gathjs’gngi{thgt! .th clse say so?  All {ioutai‘s_ and

!“

P ) B .~
sank” L - La

Tiflies know me! You

li\_

hear? Are you not my, servant? I pax'teri:'tiﬁ;‘;:'si _b'v.'.l-'r‘"f:o'.r':m=
all yoiy, have ‘done’' for ‘me! ~.You .shajl - obey. mel ' Yaii. said
yourcelf that. Geod tayght. us to serve: cach other. without. secking
for a "ﬂward, bu‘t 1 ll rcward }ou. )

“Why will you annoy me, -préaching to me, and fHphentiip
me?,. Do you,wantime to = like you? That's too bidl- You
can’t make me like yourself! . ‘Fool - Fool”

He talked, smacked hls hps, snufﬂcd and s:ghcd I
stood staring at ‘him, " opcn -mbuthied " with™ “4stohishment.
He "was ‘evidently pouring out' now- all the discontent, dis-
pIcasurc and disgust, which'had beén gathcrmg up duudg the
whole of our journey. “To ‘convince me moté thoroughly,

t.
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he poked me in the chest from time to time with his
forcﬁnger, and shook me by, the shouldcr.A Dur:pg thc most
xmpresswe parts of hxs spccch he pushcd up. agalnst me wn;h
his wholc massive body. Thc ram was pourmg down on us,
the thuhdcr ncvcr ccascd its muttcrmg, and to make me
hear, Shakro shbutcd at the ‘top of h:s voice. The _tragic
comedy of my. posmon struck me n:,arc vividly, than ever,
and I‘burst ifte a wild fit of Iahghter. ‘Shakro turned away
and spat,

¥The neirer wa draw! 13 to- Tiflis} ’the gloomrcr and:the

suriier nrcw Shakrst <His’ thxnncr, but still stohd f'ice w:orc
s ‘new oxprassion: Just Before we e ehid #V1adiLa rvkas 13
we passed through a *Circassian'®® village, wheie we ~htaified
work ' in some maize fields.

The Circassiansi spoke very-little Russian, ind as théy
constantly laughed at us, and scolded us in their own linguage,
we. resolved to lCét"vé?'thc -.“:srilla‘gé:t“{v‘b'.hé‘lays‘aftcr: our arrival;
their ‘incréasing enmity hid begun to alarry s,

 We:hadileft the villige . about ten ‘milés behind, when
‘Shakeo produced from lus shirt a. roll of’ home-spun muslii,
and handing it to mc, exclaimed trmmphantly

“You nced not work any more now. _\Vg ‘can.' sell tlifs,
and buy all we want till we get to Tiflis] “ Do you see?’’

e K
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I was moved to fury, and tearing the bundle from his
hands, | ﬂung it away, glancing back.

Thc Circassians are got to be trifled wzth’ Only a“short
time before, the Cossacks had told us, thc fﬂllowmg story

A twramp, who had been \workmg for sofné- time in a--
Circassian wllagc, stole an .iron spoon, .and. carried it away
wuh him. Thc Circassians followcd him, srarchcd hlm, and
found the qron spoon. They rxppcd open his, body with a’
daggcr, and after pushmg thc lron 'spdon into the wound,
went oﬁ qulctly, *Ieavmg hxm to hns fatc“‘ on the stcppcs.l

Hc was 'found by some ‘Cossucks *at the point_of death.!®?

i
- b ]

uc tm‘d thein this story, "n ﬁtcd on the way_ “to their village.
Thé Cossacks ,had ‘more thar once warned. us against the
Circassians, rclar,;ng many other edifying tales: of the same
sort,' I had ‘nio redson to doubt ' the accuracy of these storics.
I reminded Shakro of thése facts, “"For some time - he listened
in silence to what I was saying; then, suddenly, showing
his teeth and *screwing yp'**® his eyés,';hg *iew at me!*!
like a wild cat. We strugpled: for five minutes or 50, -till
Shakro cxclalmcd angrlly “Enoughl Enough"’

Exhausted with the stmgglc, we sat in silence for some
time, facmg cath ot!.cr. Shakro: glanced covctously toward
the spot, where T had ﬂung the ted’ huslin, and said

“What were we fighting about? Fa-Fa-Fal s vcrx stupid.
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I did not steal it from you; did I? Why shduld ‘you- tarc?
1'was sorry for you, that is why I took the linén. “You have
to work so hard, and I cannot help you in-that way, so=l
thought I would help you by stealing, T'sgl Tse!” -

I madc an attempt fo cxplam to hxm how wrong 1t -Was
w0 swal,

“Hold. your ‘tongue, please! You’re a blockheadl” he
-cxclaitﬁcd ,_coﬁti:mpi;i'ousl}?; then added: “When ‘one. is d}idg
of hunger, there is nothing for it but to stcal; what sort
of a lifé is this?”

1. was silent, afraid of Yousing his anger again: - This
was the second time he had committed 4- thefr. Some time
-before, when wé were tramping along ihe éﬁorcs-‘cpihé Black
Sea, he siole a watch belongmg to 'a fisherman.: *We had
;ncarly *comc to blows“‘ then,

o "Wc" copne alopg, he sa:d ‘when, after a shorl Test,
we had once more grown quiet and Incndly.,

'So we trudged on.' Each day made hxm grow more
gloomy, and he looked at'me strangely;” *from under his
brows.!*$

-~ As we walked over the ’Dana! Pass,‘" he rcmarLcd
“Another- day or two will bring us to “Tiflis. Tstl Tsél ”
" He clicked his tongue,” and his. face ¥*beamed . with
dclight,'*?
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"Wheh i gct lioraé, they will ask me where I have! beeii?
I shall tell thém I-hdve been travelling. - ‘The first ithing
I shall do will be to:take a nice bath. I shall eat a lot.
Ohi what a lot. T have only to tell my mother ‘1 am huagry!’
My, father will forgive me when I tell him how much
trouble and sorrow I have undergone. :I._"fa‘n"nps are a éooa sort
of pcoplc! Whenever I meet a tramp, I Shéll always give
hlm a rouble, and take hlm to the bccr house, and *treat
ium 1'% dome wine. 1shall tcll him I was a tramp my-
sclf once. I shall tell my father all” about yéu. I shall
$ay: “This mun—he was like -an clder brothcr to.me. He
lectured me, and beat me, the dog' He fed e, and now,
I shall say, you must feed h‘im’ 1 shall te!! hzm to feed
you for '-a“'ﬁiidf’c‘"yeéf.l ")9 ou hear tl’nt, mmne?”
yoor § liked to hear him talk *in thl s*r.z;n;f‘-’-' at those
[times he "seeméd so' simiple, so . child-like. His wotds were
all the more pleasant because I had not-a smglc fncnd in
all Tiflis. \ /inter was . approachmg \Vc had alrcady been
caught in. a snowstorm in the *Goudaour Hllis 1R I ‘*rcckoncd
somcwﬁ-lt on'*? $hikro’ s promlses. \Ve waked oh rdpldly
{till we reached *Meskct (93, the ancient capital of Tberia.t9¢
The-next day we hoped to be in- Tiflis:
RN | caught sight of the cap:tq] of thc ‘Caucasus ‘in the
distance, as it iay some five versts {arthér on, ncsﬂmg bc:wccn

B 10
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two high hills. ‘The end of our journey .was fast approa-
clling! I was rcjoicing, but Shakro was indifferent. With
a vacant Iook he fixed, his_eyes on the distance, and began
splmng on one sxdc, whllc he. kcpt rubbmg his stomgch with
n. gnmacc of pam. Thc pam in his ;tomach was_caused
by his havmg caten t00 many, raw carrots, ‘which he had pullcd
up i)y the waysxdc. "‘

apg you “think 1, a noblcman of (‘corgta, will show
myscIf in my native town;" torn dnd ditty as I am ’now?
No,.mdccd, that I never ‘could!. We must wait outside till

night.: tiet us “rest ‘here:*”

wal!s of a dcsertcd bm!dmg to havc a smokc.' Thc plercmg
cold’ wmd seemed to éut thrOugh our bodies; Shakro sat
himming -a mclanc:nwx song; while T fell to picturing to
nyself a warm rcom, and other advantages of a"scttlcd_-lrifg
aver é *\‘Va dcung cxutcncc.‘ o s _

““Lét Us miove on nowl* said Shakro rcsmctcly

Tt had’ néw bécoms. dark. The h‘ghts were'twmklin'g
down below. in thc town. It was a pretty, sight to watch
them’ Mflashing onc after the othcr, out of the mlst of the
valley, -where th_c town lay h_xddcn.

“Look here, you give me your *bashleck,!'#® I want

ey 11 o
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fo coyer my, face up’ with it.” My fciends ;ﬁlig]\t'teco'g‘pi‘qu

pe.”’.
" ,‘ 1 gave him my bashleck. . We _were - already -in Olga
§trcet, and Shakro was whxstlmg bo]dly.

“Maxime, do you sce that brxdgc over yonder? The
tram 'stops there. - Go -and wait. Eor me thcrc, plcasc‘.\ fwant
first to go and ask a friepd, \who lives ‘close by, about my
fa;)thcr apd mother.”!

 “You won’t be long, will your"

“Only 2 minute. Not morel”

;}"" plunged rapmiy down the nearest dark, narrow lang,
gn_@ pp;arcd-—-dlsappuarcd for ever.

1 nevét miet him again—the man Whﬁ was my, fcll"w-
traveller for m:arly four Ionn months, but ! oftcn thmk of

He taught"me.mmb that one does nat find in the thick
volumcs of wise plulosephcrs,‘for the wisdom pf life is

1‘4

‘glways deeper and wider than the w:sdom of men,
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