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Our mission
To support and promote Canadians to collect, develop 

and disseminate knowledge and other educational, 

cultural and historic content in all languages of Canada, 

including Indigenous languages, under a free license or in 

the public domain.
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Ce document  est  également  d isponib le en français.



A word
from
the 

President
or Emily Carr.

Then, in March, the f irst  
lockdown threw  plans into 
d isarray. Many act ivit ies had to 
be cancelled, postponed or  
transferred vir tually. The 
impacts of the pandemic were 
also felt  by volunteers involved 
in W ikimedia projects. We had 
to slow  down and accept  the 
fact  that  some act ivit ies and 
projects could not  take place. 
The members of the Board of 
Directors and the Programs 
Committee cont inued to 
encourage and facilitate the 
ownership of the var ious 
W ikimedia projects and the 
creat ion of content  throughout  
the year despite these 
condit ions. I already ment ioned 
it  last  year  dur ing our  review, 
but  this year, this dedicat ion and 
involvement  should be 
highlighted and I thank them 

from the bottom of my heart  for  
all this work accomplished in 
condit ions that  are not  always 
easy!

Among the good things that  
happened in 20 20 , I have to 
ment ion a few  events, such as 
the Great  W ikiphonie presented 
by BAnQ, the W ikidata trainings 
organized by the Conseil 
québécois du théâtre, the event  
Indigenizing W ikipedia 
organized by the Indigenous 
Student  Services of Ryerson 
Universit y or  the creat ion of the 
W ikiClub Croissant  Boréal which 
aims at  improving the 
discoverabilit y of the regions 
concerned.

Although W ikimedia projects are 
online and intangib le, 20 20  
made us realize how  important  
human presence is to unite 
forces and encourage 
par t icipat ion. We have managed 
to complete many projects and 
transfer  many act ivit ies to video 
conferencing sessions, but  let 's 
hope that  20 21 will see a return 
to some normalit y.

Lëa-Kim Châteauneuf

President
Wikim edia Canada

Auberge du Trésor by Wilfredor (CC0) - Wiki Loves Monuments 2020

Sandbanks Provincial Park by Jasonpettit (CC-BY-SA 4.0) - Wiki Loves Earth 2020

20 20 , an atypical year  if ever  there 
was one, but  also a year of 
overachievement , accomplishment  
and adaptat ion. As with many 
environments, the year 20 20  has 
presented many challenges and 
adjustments, but  both the Canadian 
wiki community and the 
administrators have st ill managed 
to accomplish many projects. Once 
again, the vitalit y of the Canadian 
community has been demonstrated.

The year star ted with many 
act ivit ies, including the Canadian 
# 1Lib1Ref campaign which, with 
more than 150  par t icipants, allowed 
the addit ion of more than 2,30 0  
references to W ikipedia and almost  
as many references to W ikidata. 
Many workshops were also held 
dur ing the f irst  quarter  in several 
inst itut ions such as Artexte, BAnQ, 
Cinémathèque québécoise or  in 
universit ies such as UQAM, 
McMaster, Western, Université de 
Montréal, York, Concordia, MacEwan 



Who
We
Are

"Imagine a world in which every 
single human being can freely 

share in the sum of all 
knowledge. That's our 

commitment"
W ikimedia Canada is a 

char itable organizat ion 
committed to the grow th, 
development  and distr ibut ion 
of free knowledge in Canada.

We are recognized as the 
off icial chapter  for  Canada by 
the W ikimedia Foundat ion, 
the organizat ion that  runs 
and manages the W ikimedia 
projects, including W ikipedia.

WIKIMEDIA PROJECTS

W ikimedia projects are 
developed collaborat ively 
online by volunteer  
contr ibutors. They are the 
largest  free knowledge 
projects in history.

There are 11 main W ikimedia 
projects: W ikipedia, 
W ikt ionary, W ikisource, 
W ikiquote, W ikibooks, 
W ikispecies, W ikimedia 
Commons, W ikinews, 
W ikiversit y, W ikidata, and 
W ikivoyage.

The content  of all 
W ikimedia projects are free, 
as per  the Creat ive Commons 
licence, and everybody can 
contr ibute to develop it .

This licence means that  
everybody is free to use, 
reuse, edit , and distr ibute the 
content  without  having to pay 
any royalt ies.

WIKIPEDIA

W ikipedia is the most  known 
of the W ikimedia projects. It  
aims at  build ing a free online 
encyclopedia in all languages 
of the wor ld, to which 
everybody can contr ibute.

It  is available in more than 
30 0  languages and has over  
25 millions ar t icles in all 
languages.

OUR ACTIVITIES

W ikimedia Canada engages 
in a range of act ivit ies, 
advocacy init iat ives, 
community-build ing events, 
content -creat ion projects, 
par tnerships with cultural and 
knowledge inst itut ions, and 
collaborat ions with Indigenous 
communit ies.

The work of our  volunteers 
helps millions of people 
around the globe to have 
access to free informat ion and 
knowledge.

In 20 20 , the act ivit ies of 
W ikimedia Canada were par t  
of three main programs: 
"content  development ", 
"communit ies development ", 
and "Indigenous Peoples on 
W ikimedia projects".

WIKIMEDIA CANADA



Highlights
CHARITY STATUS

Since summer 20 20 , 
W ikimedia Canada is 
recognized as a char itable 
organizat ion by the 
Government  of Canada, 
allowing us to g ive tax 
receipts for  donat ions 
made to the associat ion.

100 YEARS OF WEATHER DATA
In 20 20 , W ikimedia Canada 

cont inued the project  
"Weather  Observat ions of 
Environment  and Climate 
Change Canada (ECCC) on 
W ikimedia Commons" w hich 
star ted the previous year. It  
aims at  transferr ing the 
observat ions data of the 
weather  stat ions of the 
Metorological Service of 
Canada on W ikimedia 
Commons, and to reuse them 
on different  W ikimedia 
projects. This project  is 
funded by ECCC and 
executed by W ikimedia 
Canada.

WIKICLUB ACADIA

In 20 20 , thanks to a 
par tnership with the Société 
Nat ionale de l'Acadie, the 
W ikiClub Acadia was founded. 
It  is a decentralized group 
aiming at  augment ing the 
presence of Acadia, it s 
her itage, and it s history on 
W ikipedia.

DIVERSITY IN THE LEADERSHIP
Since the 20 19 Annual 

General Meet ing, the Board of 
Directors of W ikimedia 
Canada is composed of a 
ma jor it y of women, and has a 
representat ion from the 
LGTBQ+ community. In 20 20 , 
the Board of Directors 
welcomes a member of the 
At ikamekw  First  Nat ion. 
Fur thermore, the Execut ive 
Committee cont inues to be 
composed of 50 % of women, 
and the Programs Committee, 
w hich is the main body 
responsib le to supervise the 
act ivit ies and projects of the 
associat ion, is composed of a 
ma jor it y of women.

Throughout  the year, there 
was a strong leadership from 
women in organizing 
act ivit ies.

Banff  National Park by PPster       
(CC-BY-SA 4.0) - Wiki Loves Earth 2020

Rideau Canal by Asif A. Ali (CC-BY-SA 4.0)    
- Wiki Loves Monuments 2020

Église Notre-Dame-des-Victoires
par Wilfredor (CC0) 

- Wiki Loves Monuments 2020



The Concept

As part  of this campaign, in 
Canada, we organize an 
annual fr iendly compet it ion 
between the Canadian 
inst itut ions. Indeed from 
J anuary 15 to February 5, 
W ikimedia Canada invites 
librar ies, archives, galler ies, 
museums, and universit ies 
from across the country to 
par t icipate to the 
compet it ion.

The Results

For the 20 20  edit ion, the 
contr ibutors of the # 1Lib1Ref 
campaign in Canada added 
more than 4,610  references 
to W ikipedia.

Workshops were hosted as 
par t  of this campaign at  
Western Universit y and at  
Universit y of Alber ta.

"A campaign to illustrate Wikipedia"

The Concept

From July 1st  to August  31st , 
20 20 , W ikimedia Canada invited 
volunteer  contr ibutors to 
par t icipate to the contest  by 
adding pictures to W ikipedia 
ar t icles in any languages. At  the 
end of the contest , we gave 
pr izes to the two contr ibutors 
who add the most  pictures to 
W ikipedia.

"Imagine a world where every librarian added
one more reference to Wikipedia"

The Results

During the # W PW PCA 
campaign, contr ibutors from 
Canada added more than 2,60 0  
images on near ly 1,90 0  
W ikipedia ar t icles in more than 
135 different  languages. There 
were 17 par t icipants from 
Canada, of w hich half were 
women.

Content Development

The Object ive
# W PW PCA (W ikipedia Pages 
Want ing Photos in Canada) is a 
contest  aiming at  adding 
pictures to W ikipedia ar t icles. It  
is par t  of the # W PW P 
internat ional campaign that  was 
organized for  the f irst  t ime in 
20 20 .

The Object ive

W ikipedia is one of the f irst  
places where people look for  
informat ion. In order  to make 
this informat ion ver if iable and 
thus improving the general 
qualit y of the free online 
encyclopedia, the internat ional 
campaign # 1Lib1Ref encourages 
people, especially librar ians 
around the wor ld, to add 
references to the informat ion 
that  is already there.

#WPWPCA

#1LIB1REF



The Object ive

Internat ional campaigns 
are organized in order  to 
encourage the public to 
contr ibute to W ikimedia 
Commons by uploading 
pictures under free licences 
according to a specif ic 
theme. The main object ive of 
those campaigns is to be 
able to reuse the uploaded 
photographs on W ikipedia 
and it s sister  projects, but  
the pictures under free 
licences can be reused by 
everyone.

The Concept

For several years, 
W ikimedia Canada has been 

PHOTO CONTESTS: 
WIKI LOVES EARTH AND WIKI LOVES MONUMENTS

part icipat ing in two 
internat ional photographic 
campaigns: W iki Loves Earth 
and W iki Loves Monuments.

W iki Loves Earth is a contest  
aiming at  document ing with 
pictures the protected natural 
sites around the wor ld.

W iki Loves Monuments is the 
largest  photographic 
compet it ion in the wor ld. It  aims 
at  taking pictures of her itage 
sites everyw here in the wor ld.

The Results

For the 20 20  edit ion, 
W ikimedia Canada received 
more than 1,172 pictures as par t  
of W iki Loves Earth from 160  
par t icipants, of w hich over  80 % 

were new. More than 10 % of 
those pictures are already used 
on other  W ikimedia projects, 
including W ikipedia and 
W ikidata.

For W iki Loves Monuments, we 
received more than 1,162 pictures 
from all over  Canada from 71 
par t icipants. Already more than 
20 0  of those pictures are used 
on W ikimedia projects, including 
W ikipedia.

The 10  winning pictures of W iki 
Loves Monuments in Canada 
were announced dur ing the 
closing ceremony of the 
W ikiConference North Amer ica 
20 20  that  was held ent irely 
online this year.

Pavillon Gérard-Morisset of Quebec National Fine Arts Museum 
by Wilfredor (CC0) 

Winning picture of Wiki Loves Monuments 2020 au Canada

Prince Edward Point Bird Observatory
by Jasonpettit (CC-BY-SA 4.0)

 Winning picture of Wiki Loves Earth 2020 au Canada



The Object ive

The microgrants program 
of W ikimedia Canada aims 
at  g iving grants to 
volunteers in Canada to 
organize act ivit ies 
support ing the mission of the 
W ikimedia movement .

The Concept

The volunteers from 
Canada are encouraged to 
organize act ivit ies in their  
communit ies or  online 
support ing the development  
or  the d istr ibut ion of free 

Communities Development
MICROGRANTS

Financial support to the initiatives of our volunteers

knowledge. Generally the types 
of act ivit ies supported include 
contr ibut ion workshops and 
photographic hunts.

The Results

In 20 20 , W ikimedia Canada 
gave 11 grants to volunteers in 
Canada for  a total of $21,40 0 . 
Those grants have augmented 
and improved the content  on 
W ikimedia projects, especially 
W ikipedia, W ikidata, and 
W ikimedia Commons with 
ressources that  are relevant  to 
Canadian readers.

ONLINE TRAINING
The Object ive

In order  to develop the 
skills of the inexper ienced 
contr ibutors and to recruit  
new  ones, W ikimedia 
Canada hosts training about  
contr ibut ion to W ikimedia 
projects, especially 
W ikipedia and W ikidata. 
Because of the COVID-19 
situat ion in 20 20 , we had to 
reinvent  ourselves, and those 
training sessions became 
vir tual.

The Concept

W ikimedia Canada establishes 
par tnerships with Canadian 
inst itut ions or  d irect ly supports 
volunteers to host  online training 
sessions to w hich the public is 
invited to come learn how  to 
contr ibute to W ikimedia 
projects.

The Results

Here are two examples of 
online training in 20 20 :

In August , as par t  of the 
Rendez-vous d 'histoire de 
Québec, W ikimedia Canada and 

the Fondat ion Lionel-Groulx 
hosted three training sessions 
about  W ikipedia in French.

From September to November, 
W ikimedia Canada funded a 
ser ies of three online 
presentat ions in English hosted 
by the Universit y of Alber ta. 
Between 50  and 60  people 
par t icipated to each 
presentat ion. The sessions were 
recorded and the videos are 
available for  viewing.

Sandbanks Provincial Park by Jasonpettit 
(CC-BY-SA 4.0)  - Wiki Loves Earth 2020



Indigenous Peoples
on Wikimedia Projects
WIKIPETCIA ATIKAMEKW NEHIROMOWIN

The Object ive

One of the object ives of 
W ikimedia Canada is to 
support  the development  of 
W ikimedia projects in the 
Indigenous languages of 
Canada. Indeed we believe 
that  the W ikimedia projects 
offer  an excellent  
opportunity to serve as a 
tool in the effor t  to preserve 
and revitalize the Indigenous 
languages.

The Concept

Current ly, the W ikipetcia 
At ikamekw  Nehiromowin, 
which is the W ikipedia in 
At ikamekw  language, is the 
only W ikipedia in an 
Indigenous language of 

Canada that  is act ive. 
W ikimedia Canada is 
act ively support ing the 
development  of that  
W ikipeida by provid ing 
training to the At ikamekw  
language speakers as well as 
technical and financial 
support .

The Results

Thanks to the effor ts of the 
W ikiClub Metapeckeka 
(Manawan), the W ikipetcia 
At ikamekw  Nehiromowin 
now  has near ly 1,40 0  
ar t icles.

Fur thermore hundreds of 
pictures and videos 
document ing the tradit ional 
act ivit ies and the terr itory of 

the At ikamekw  Nehirowisiw  
have been uploaded on 
W ikimedia Commons.

 In the coming years, 
W ikimedia Canada aims at  
conduct ing similar  projects 
with other  Indigenous 
communit ies in Canada.

Benoit Ottawa by Thérèse Ottawa (CC-BY-SA 4.0)  - WikiClub Metapeckeka



First  of all, W ikimedia 
Canada wishes to thank all 
the volunteers of the 
W ikimedia movement  in 
Canada as well as all the 
contr ibutors to the W ikimedia 
projects. W ithout  their  
devot ion, nothing would be 
possib le.

A
special
thank

The Wikimedians from Canada

We also wish to thank our  
main par tner, BAnQ, w ho, on 
top of collaborat ing to 
organize several act ivit ies, 
provides an off ice space free 
of charge to W ikimedia 
Canada in Montreal.

Redwood Park by Gooobe (CC-BY-SA 4.0)  - Wiki Loves Monuments 2020

Thousand Islands National Park
by Mykola Swarnyk (CC-BY-SA 4.0)  

- Wiki Loves Earth 2020

L'Anse aux Meadows
by Pierre Gingras (CC-BY-SA 4.0)  

- Wiki Loves Monuments 2020

The youth at Matakan
by Thérèse Ottawa (CC-BY-SA 4.0)  

- WikiClub Metapeckeka

Bibliothèque et Archives nationales du Québec



Board
of

DirectorsThe
Team

At  the Annual General 
Meet ing 20 20 , the members 
of W ikimedia Canada elected 
two new  directors, and 
re-elected two directors.

W ikimedia Canada is proud 
to cont inue to have a 
ma jor it y of women on it s 
Board of Directors, and to 
welcome a member of the 
At ikamekw  First  Nat ion as a 
d irector, on top of keeping a 
representat ion of the LGTBQ+ 
community. This allows us to 
cont inue and strengthen our  
effor ts in terms of inclusion 
and diversit y.

The Board of Directors

- Lëa-Kim Châteauneuf, 
President

- Michael David Miller, Vice 
President

- Ha-Loan Phan,    
Secretary

- Guillaume Lafrance, 
Treasurer

- Cather ine Bernier
- Jean-Michel Lapointe
- Thérèse Ottawa
- Benoit  Rochon

The Programs Committee is 
responsib le to manage all the 
act ivit ies and projects of 
W ikimedia Canada as well as 
the W ikiClubs, the 
par tnerships, and the public 
events.

The Programs Committee

- Jean-Michel Lapointe, 
President  of the Committee

- Benoit  Rochon
- Ha-Loan Phan
- Lëa-Kim Châteauneuf
- Michael David Miller
- Sarah Severson
- Caroline Savard
- Denise Smith
- Thérèse Ottawa

The WikiClubs

The W ikiClubs are local 
groups of W ikimedia Canada 
that  act  as hubs to execute 
the projects and act ivit ies of 
the associat ion at  a local and 
regional level. They are the 
f irst  point  of contact  between 
the local public and the 
W ikimedia movement . Our 
aim is to have W ikiClubs in 
every ma jor  cit ies of the 
country.

- W ikiClub of Acadia      
(Anthony Doiron)

- W ikiClub of Hamilton
- (Denise Smith)
- W ikiClub of Metapeckeka 

(Thérèse Ottawa)
- W ikiClub of Montreal    

(Benoit  Rochon)
- W ikiClub of Ottawa-Gat ineau 

(Jean-Philippe Béland)
- W ikiClub of Quebec City 

(Caroline Savard)
- W ikiClub of Toronto       

(Stacy Allison-Cassin)

The Contractuals

Since 20 18, W ikimedia 
Canada is hir ing the services 
of two self-employed 
contractuals to help the 
volunteers in their  work.

- Jean-Philippe Béland 
(Inst itut ional 
Advancement  Manager)

- Pierre Choffet  
( Informat ion Technology 
Support , and execut ing 
person of the project  
"Weather  Observat ions of 
Environment  and Climate 
Change Canada in 
W ikimedia Commons")

Bruce Peninsula National Park         
by Scleur (CC-BY-SA 4.0)
 - Wiki Loves Earth 2020

Kent Gate by Wilfredor (CC0)
 - Wiki Loves Monuments 2020



535 Viger Avenue East
Montreal (Quebec)

wikimedia.ca
info@wikimedia.ca

W ikimedia Canada is a char itable 
organizat ion devoted to the grow th, 

developement  and distr ibut ion of free 
knowledge in Canada.

Thunder Lake in Aaron Provincial Park by Ethan Sahagun (CC-BY-SA 3.0) - Wiki Loves Earth 2020

La Martre Lighthouse
 by Francois Daoust (CC-BY-SA 4.0)

 - Wiki Loves Monuments 2020

Maligne Lake in Jasper National Parl
by Liumingyao (CC-BY-SA 4.0)

 - Wiki Loves Earth 2020

Price Building by Wilfredor (CC0)
- Wiki Loves Earth 2020

http://wikimedia.ca
mailto:info@wikimedia.ca
https://www.facebook.com/WikimediaCA
https://twitter.com/WikimediaCA
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wikimedia-canada
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